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WAIFS AND STRAYS.
—— e —

Wispos, says Javenal, frequently conguem fortune. -
Silence {a a virtne in thase who are deficient in onder-
standing.
Obedienes tn daty, at all costa and risks, is the very
essencs of Lhe highest civilised life

We have all of ue, sncored Hochefoucsold, suifisient
strength to bear the misfuriunen of others.

Famie is like 's river that braveth mp light things and
drowns thase that are weighty and solid. -BaCox.

An we pity the blind and lame, no those who are blinded
and meimed in the facolties which are sapreme should be
pitied.

* The holiday #pirit is an all-pervading one,’ remarked &
father, ma he buught his lictle boy & sixpeony toy ; * but it
cuoata mooey."

We suppose that the only real pleasure that can be felt by
the callector of antique fucniture ir to realize how upcom-
furtably somelody else used to live,

Tuere are three classes into which all the women past
neventy that ever 1 knew were tn be ditided :--1. That
dear old soul; 2 That old woman; 3. That old witeh, —
COLERIUGE.

The truly great mao is he who does not loee his child.
heart. He dues not think beforehand that his words shall
Le sincere, or that his activon ahsll be resolute ; he simply
always alides in the right.

AN0UT SNAPPISHNESS.—Married couples that ¢oo as bar-
montuusly as ringioves in public are sumetimes mere snap-
ping-turties Lebhiod the scenen.  Mrs Candle, according to
her own aceount, was a2 mild as a zephyr fn socicty, but
she was a white squall in a nightgown when she *taroed
in.' Her leetures were all *ansp,’ sod it is surmised thau
the whole celebrity they acquired when printed was wainly
attributable to the force and aceoracy with which they il-
luatrated the experience of thousande of married men. Tn-
fortunately for the peace of families, all bnsbands ate not
Caudles, Some of the persecuted-—perhapsa the majorivy vt
Lthem—instead of taking refope in assumed deafuess, recort
violenily, and hence dumestic temnpests lisice and frequent.
This is bad, A mild answer Larneth away wrath, aud ab-
solute silence generally covls if ic does mot extiuguish it.
we euggest the former as the best remedy. Husbands
shanld be tonsideiate. Their helpmeets have much to try
their tempere. The home departinent is not an Eiysiow; as
the * man of the honse * would lind to his sorrow if be were
w try it fur a singte day.

Anour ALPHABETS. —[t isn’t always a hard thiog te
lears the alphabet, nur on the other baud, is it alwayu easy.
it all depends upun the country you were born in aud the
size of the alphabet used there whether it comes hard or
enxy. To those of you who koow unly one alphabet—tihe
one Lhat contains 26 lettars from A tv Z —this sounds like
an absurd surt of thing to say; but in reality it is not.
The Sandwich Island boy, whu has only his own alphalet
to learn, has a much easier time getting his lessons than
moet of us have, for his alphater contains but 12 letters,
while the Fthiopic and Tartiarian boy —poor felivws !—have
ta learn 202 letiers before they can truthfully say Lhat they
know their alphabet. Other alphabets have letters as fol-
luw: The Burmese, 19 ; the ltalian, 20 ; the lizagalese, 2I
the Helrew, Hyriac, Chaldee, Bamaritan, and Latin, 22
each ; the Freoch, 23; the tireek, 24; the Geiman and
Duteh, ke our own, 26; the Bpanish and Sclavonie, 27
each ; the Arabic 28; the Persian apd Coptic, 32; the
tieprgian, 35: the Anwcenian, 38: the Huwian, 41; the
Muaseuvite, 43 ; the Sansciit and Japanese, 50 ; and, tinally,
the Ethiopic and Tartarian, a3 we Lave already secun, 202,

A DaNGEROUS CONSPIRATOR —Probably no well-mean-
ibg puet was ever more taken by eurprize than was M.
I'cchunteé, a gentle and mild maanered Frepch dramatist
of the 17th centary, wiio was one day arrested for high
treason s he was peacefully eating his dinner at a village
inn. The landlurd of the ino where he was in lhie habit of
dining discovered on & tahle a piece of paper on which were
writlen some uaintelligible plirases, and below, in a plain,
bLold hand, * Here [ will kill the king." The landlord con-
sulted with the chief of potic .  Cleaily this clue to a con-
spiracy ought to be followed up. The person who had left
the puper bind already been remsi ked for his alsent air and
¢leamiog eye.  That man was Péchantié.  The chief of
police instructed the landlord to send for him the next time
the copspirator came to dinner. When 1échantié waa
shown the evidence ef his guilt ha forgot the anful chaige
against bim, and exclaimed, * Well, 1 am glad tu see thac
paper. | have looked everywhere furit.  Ie is part of a
wagedy I am wiitivg ; it is 1the cliniax of my best scene,
where Xero is to be Killed. 1t comes in bere; let e read
o yuu,’ and he took a Lhick manusecript from his pocket.
* Mousieur, you may finish your dinner and your tragedy in
peace,” anid the chicf of police, and he beat 8 hasly 1etieat.

COXCENT EXPERIENCES, —A prominent singer, who began
liis cureer io guving cuncerts abuut the cvuntry, has sume ex-
travrdinary experieuces in lowns where such eatertainments
were ol rare vecurience. Uue night, when be was persist-
ently applanded, he retoroed 1o sing a secund 20pg, ot was
warprised by a cteutorian voice from the audience : * Uh,
we don's want nothin’ new ! Bing the fuest piece uver again
At gnother time the swudience was to wildly appreciative
that jt refuted to coosider the concert at an epd, and
vamoured loudly for * just ope mure.” It was givep, and
thep another demanded. Patience failed the zinger
at this Jwing, and he begged his manager to yo befura
the cariains and stale Lhat he really was uoable t¢
sigg any mere. And thus was the siatement worded ;
* Ladies and gentlemen, Mr Mattin cant wing oo mure to-
pight. Me can't, honert, His wind's give ouv I' A similar
*lory comes {rom another :iager, whe could mot rehain
trom telling it, slihough her 7 year old piece, 8 fartidivus
little lady, proponnced it * oot & very pretty slory, auntic 1
The lady bad been taken ill alter vullng sowea gecuctioa uf
aneient fubster at the hotel, apd sent her manager word

that she 1eally could ool siog.  He sceordingy ap}-ennd
belure the disnppoinled audience, and aovnoutces : ° Ludies
and geptlewew, Mira Merjiam asin't heie to pight.  She

coulda t cowe. Bhe aw’t in BL ciicumsiarces 1o ripg.
She's eat suine bad lubater,.and it's troubliog her I°

/EEG]ZSF AND BOO@.

MR LU MAURIKL.

T coloniala chiefly know Mr Genrge T Maurier
thraugh the pages of Fuuch, in which he weekly
satirizea Lthe manneis and enstoms of London

society. It may be thonght, therefore, that he ia mis-
placed under the heading of this colump. DBat all wle
have read ' Peter lhbetson,' a very quaiot and decidedly
clever novel, witll admit that the well-known arlist bhas a
right to be dobbed a bookman. He is, moreover, at pre-
sent engaged on mnother novel, which will, his friends
hope, make liis name as fauous in connection with the pen
29 it bas been with Lhe peacil. Mr Du Maarier has a great
advantage in beinog alle to illustrate his own books. The
iliustrator is too often a% utter variance with the wiiler,
and niost readers af fiction must have time and again mar-
velled at the apparent utter inability of ihe artist Lo grasp
what pictare the author meant to call up. 8o wuei. ia this
the case Lhat illnstrated books are generally detested by
imaginative people, who sulfer acutely when their ideal of
the hero is rutblessly slaughiered by some rilluinvus pic-
ture.

W

LoveRs of Dickens whose appelite Jor reminiscences is
unsatiable, will read with delight the pew memoirs of the
great master by Misa Maimie [ckens, his danghter,

DICKENS wad the man who was always in time. Un-
punctuality, indeed, wes #4e sin againet Dickens —* There
mever exisied, I think, in all the world, & wore thorooghly
tidy or methodical creature than was my father. He was
tidy in every way—in his great, generons, and noble mind,
in his hendsome and graceful ferson, ip his work, in keep-
ing his writing-table drawers, in his large correspondence—
in fact, in his whole lile. 1 i1emember that my sister and I
occupied a little garret room in Devonshire Terrace, at the
very top of the houee. He had taken the greatest pains
and eare to make the room as pretty and eomfuvrtable for
his two litile daughters as it could be made.

*EvEN in thnee early days he made & point of visiting
every room in the house once each morning, and if & chgir
wers out of its place, or & blind not guite straight, or’ s
eramb left on the Hoor, woe betide the offender. And then
his pnnctuality [ It was almoet frightlul to an unpunctual
mind ! This again was aunother phase of his extreme
tidineas ; it was mlso tha outcomes of his excessive thought-
fulness and evnsideration for others, Hin eympathy, also,
with all pain nod saffering made him quite iovalvabls in &
sick-roon.  {Joick, active, sensible, bright And eheery, and
sympatbetic to a degree, he would seize the *'case” ab once,
Kknowing exaelly what to do, and doir.’

Miss DICKENS cortects the imprestion that her father was -

» gourmet who cobstantly revelled in deinty dishes ;—*Jn
very many of my father's books there are frequent refer-
ences to delicious meals, wogderinl dioners and more mar-
vellons dishes, steaming bowls of punch, ewe., which have
led many to believe that he was a man very fond of the
table. And yet | think no niore abstemions man ever lived.
fa the * Gad's Hill” days, when the house was full of
vieitnrs, he had a peculiar notion of slways laving the
menit for the day’s dioner placed on the sideboard at
luncheon time. And then he would dizcuss every ilem in
Lis fanciful humoious way with bis guerts, much to thia
effect : ** Cock-a-Jeekie ? (Sood, decidedly good. Fried noles
with shiimp eance? tiocod again. Croquettons of chicken?
Wenk, very weak ; decided want of imagination here,” nnd
&0 on ; and he would apperently bo eo taken up with the
merite or demerita of & menn Lhat one wight imagine hs
lived for wothing but the coming dinser. e had & emall
It healthy appetite, but was remarkably abstemivus both
ib eating snd diinkiog. He was delightful as & hoat, earing
individually for e¢ach guest, and bringing the wspecial
rpualitiey n{ each intu full potice and promivence, putting
the very shyeat mt his or ber esve, making the bert 0 the
woat humdenn, and never Lthrustirg himeclf forward,’

was displaced. - -

- vil and drjed with a woollen eluth.

]
- SCIENTIFIC AND USEFUL.

- et ————

HEHCULITE, a new, French explosive, in a yellowish srey

powder, composed of sawdnst, camphor, nitraie of potash,
and soveral substanees that are kept secret. It cannot be
fired by sparks, flame, or detonation. At s trial, & hali.
pound charge of the compound was ipserted in & blast hole
sboat four feet in depih, tamped with sand and enrth, and
fired by m apecial igwiter. A olock of stone about 30 tona

"%  DIETETIC VALUSE OF CHERRIES.

The froit of the dps cherry is rich ip juice. OF 100 parta
betwess 70 and B0 gunsists of pure distilled water of natnre,
with over 18 parts of sugsr, and 2 of nualic acid.  Tha effect
of its jnice ie invalumble either in heaith or disense, and
when partakea of freely through the eeason, cannot fail o
purify the blood in & very marked mianner indeed. Iny
wholemenl bread and cherries doring the summer heata es-
pecially, will keep the bluod cool, and tone uwp the system
wore etfectually and nstarally than can be duoe by other
means. A complete change to a patural diet mays one
writer, ean only be mmade in the warm sesason. Ferhaps,
when cherriea ripes s & more suitable season than apy
other, No repast ean e moie simple, patural, and agree-
able. A fow cherrigm and a litile Lread sullice to repluce
the used-up tissue.” How pure and artistic, how in the
highest degree hamanising, is such & meal Soch,
diet as this is =an efteciual remedy for obesity,
besides being productive of health and atrength. For
the sedentary man the use of fresh fruits becomes a neces-
eity. Their acids are fuea to liver snd kindred cowm-
plaints, they dissolve the obstroctions which induce disense,
and, in one word, tend to prolong life. The cherry is re-
warkable for the fact that it generally contains more sugar
than most other English fruits, suine suthorities statiog ihe
sogar te be equal to 10 per cent. in folly-inatured dessert
cherriee. ln Uiermany the children of the fruitgrowers and
peasants nbsulutely live on bread and cherries in 1lie season,
and 1t i3 a fact that st this time they are eaid Lo enjoy
better healil and epirita than at any time of the year.
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SOMNAMBULISM.

Memory ia reeponsible for many of the phenomena of
sompambulism. A distinguished physician once dreamed
that he was listening to a remarkable piece of music per-
formed by some singers. He remembered the melody v
awakening, and was so delighted with it ibav he wrute iv
down. Several years afterwsrd, as he was turniog over
soine old sheets of mueic that he bad never seen befare—an
he thooght—he ¢came upon the very melody ba had dresmed,
He could not remember that ke hud ever seen or heard 1hia
meludy except in his dream, and 1 et it ia beyond doubt 1hat
he had beard it, that he had forgotten it, and that it had
Leen reproduced in his dream ip the manner recorded. A
servant girl, while in & eomoambulistic state, wrote down
the pages of an astronomical vreslise with caleulations and
delipeatione, It was found ihat this was taken from the
Encyclopredia Britannica which she said she had read in
the library. Bot when awake she could not recall a word
of it, [)s Boismont mentions th:e case of & widow who was
sued for & debt of her decensed hnsband, which she knew
was paid.  But she could not tind the receipt. Greatly dia-
turbed, she went to bed and dveamed that her husuand
came to her and eaid that the receipt was in a velvet bag in
a hidden drawer in his desk. This was foond on waking Lo
ba the case. U course, she had kouwn of the hiding, bog
had forg . The physiol Burdach was told coe
morning that his wife had been seen Lhe night before walk-
ing on the roof of the chureh, He took the opportunity at
her pext eleep to guestion her, when she gave & fall ac-
connt of her proceedings, and mentioned baving huart her
left fuot by a bail on the reof. When awake ehe was asked
about the wonnd in her foot, but conld give no explanation.
Instances of thia sort seem 10 show Lhal we possess a latent
memory, the contenta of which partially return in dreams,
sometimes with and often without recollection.

WHAT ALL SHOULD KNOW.
When the brillianey of your diamends is dimmed or your
gold oroaments become 1arnished it is nol necessary tu

hozry oft tothe jeweller. With s little care and attenticn
you may restors 1heir beanty and save delay and snnoyance.

" With » good nail l'rosh sod & box of bran you may do

wondere.  Carefully brosh the diamonds with soapsuds and
rinse in cologne water. Thea place them in the box of Lran
abd shake them thoroughly. You will be sarprised at the
brillinney ihey will acquire. By drawiog a elip of tissue
paper throogh the intersitices of rings or brooches, yon can
reiuove any particles of bran which away adhere to 1he orna-
ments.  Luc stones should never be wiped after being
washed. Hinse and place in sawdnost woul they are quuae
dry. 1f your upals have been scratched, you can reoew
their polish by 1obbing with oxide of tin ar putty spread
on & chamois skin and moistened. Afterwards jolish
with powdered chalk sand then wash the opal with
a solt brush, Amber, when tarnished, rhould be
rubbed with pulverised ebalk and waler; then with olive
Pearls may be kept
from 1arnishing Ly shutting them upina box of ashwoud,
Gold srnaments abould be washed iz svapanda and rinsed in
pure water. Cover wilth sawdust and Jeave until quite dry,
ihen rab 1them with a chamwois-akin. Silver liligtee orna-
nents when tarnished shuuld be washed in & weak colntion
of potash, then rinsed in a water composed of one part
ealt, cne of alum, two of salipetre four of water, Rinse
agsin in eold water and dry with a chamois ekin, Oxidised
silver should be cleaned with a selution of mulphuric scid,
upe part to foity parts of weter, Nickel apd miver miay be
kept Lright by being rubbed with & woollen eluolh satorated
in ammonia water. Jvory may be cleansd by rabliog with
a brush dipped in bot waler and then sprinkied and rubbed
wikth bi-carbonate of soda,

FIYH & Book of the Season: 'FRANK MELTON'S LUCK.
Price One Shilling. Al Bookeellers,



