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- KLEPTOMANIAC AND THIEF.

AR T ——

RECOLLECTIONS OF A LADY DETECTIVE.

'BY MRS GEORGE CORBETT.

¥

ESSKHS WIMPLEY AND CO. wish Messm
LNS®  Bell and Whits to send one of their Lady
Detectiven to assist them in discovering
the perpetrator of miany audacivua
robberien, hy which they have lately been
victiniized.’

Ans a resnlt of the above nota, 1 was sent
to eed in what way I could be of assistance
to the proprieters of the great general
supply establishment in Jermyn Grove.
On presenting my esrd, [ was shewn into
the mapager's office. The latier was & tall epare man, wha
looked keen and energelic enough to acconnt for the success
of the vast commercial undertakiog of which be waa the
guiding epirit.

* Pray sit down, madam,” he said, ' and I will 2000 explain
how matters stand. but first, let me sevnre you that you
have no light. task before you. Wa bave kept & keen look-
ount for the thief, who haa baffled na for more thao eix
montha now, and are quite sure thab she is not to be found
smnng our regalar kleptomaniaca,’

‘ Pray,” I interposed, *what do you imply, when you
speak of ' regular kleptomaniace ¥ ’

‘ Oh, " regulara ' na wa term them, are well-to-do peopls,
who cannot resist takine anv pretty or valuabla article
which they may fancy, but are in no need of. We have
one klepiumaniae who ''ifta” all the lace she can come
acroas.  Another has a weakness for jewellery ; while still
another haa an odd fancy to arprupiaw a8 wany zilk bhand.
kerchieis and gloves as possible.’

*And in what way do yono paoish thess thiaves I’

* Thieves? T tell you they are kleptomaniaca. Theyare
well 1o do, and do not need the things they appropriata. Ik
is simply a mania with them. We bave more than one
titled kieptomnaiac on our list.

« *But you swely do not allow them to st ——, I mean,
take things. without punishment of some kind ¥ .

*My dear madam, bosiness is business, and as all thesa
ple are good contomers in other depmitments, it woald
very bad policy on our part to offend them. We ainply

watch them carefully, and enter the appropriated thiogs in
their regular bill, which is always paid without comment.
Ii an article is taken which we cannot exactly locate, we
charge all our kleptomaniacs with it snd they all pay an.
murmuriogly.”

*$n that sometimen it is positively profitable to have
things st——I mean taken ¥

* Just 8o.’

¢ Then I gather that seme new development of this apecial
branch of business caises you to require my saervicer.’”

‘Quite right. Our new kleptomaniac's tastes differ from
all the others. He or she {maat probably the culprit is &
lady) seems to have m great fancy fur every sort of knick-
knack aured for domestic deeorationr. Fur a time the things
miseed were charged to all our regnlars, ma neual. Bot thia
plan has seemed a trifle risky, since it became apparent
that there was an undetected new regular at work, and we
now want you to devote your aole attention to watehing our
curtomers, being eareful, of courese, to pose as a customer
yourself, in order to 1all those yoo are watching into fancied
pecurity. Qur sssintants bava orders to serve you with
puything you may choose to inspect, and order, thuugh of
coures the sending of the parcels will not follow their osten-
sible pnrchase.’

*1 presume not. And now, as [ have thoroughly grasped
yonr intenticns, I will At once go into the store and com-
mence operationn.’

"1t yuu please, EBnt you bad better pass through here,
then throogh the corridoy, wlience yon can emerge into tha
street. Then enter the premises throvgh one of the

ublic entrances, so that, if our kleptomanise happess to
on the spot, she may not st ynce suspect you to be con-
nected with the firm.’

* One moment. How am I to notify soy possible dis.
covery !

“To be mara! That is well thought of. We have a
formula well noderstood among sll our employes, If we
wish them to keep a caretul watch opon anyone, we remark
that the price of something or other is *' two-pun-ten,’
mesning, ** Keep your two eyes upou ten lingers.' If yoa
rpot our delinguent, ask fur some aiticlea at aboat two-puu-
ten, and our assistant will at once scquaint me with what
is going on.  Further proceedings will then be taken as may
seem advisahls to ns.’

Ten minntea after this conversation, I was indufging in
all the glory of being privileged to do urlimited shopping
in an eetablishment whose resonrces and aplendenrs seen
to be limitleas. I could lonk upon any lovely thing I liked,
ask its price, and order §b to Le sent to my address by the
very next delivery.  Trae, the fact that nsither money or

oods wers reslly destinad to change hands was & slight
5rnwbnck to ray perfect enjogment of the sitmation. Still,
[ was resolved to make the best of it, sod felt quite trium-
phant when I saw 1he mwe with which a protty girl af
about twenty listened to my order for & coetly set of sables.

Baot, of ¢conrse, [ was keeping my two eyes npon other
people's ten fiogers all the time, and when I had satisfied
myself that no kleptomaniac was lurking hereabouts, T
maved on to mnother couuter, intent upon satisfying ibe
firm's sonfideace in my poasible ability to discover the ——
thers, I neaily mald Shicf again, aod T am afraid that I shall
never learn to discriminate properly betwevn s vulgar thief
sod & respectable kleptomaniac.

The whole of that morning and the greatar part of the
afternonn passed away before I miade any discovery worth
mentioning. Abouot fonr o'cluck I was inepecting some
valnable Honiton lace which was displayed on a connter,
when [ was attracted by the peculiar behaviour of a very
stylishly-dressed lady who stood bear me. She asked the
a+sistant tn show her some Bruesela net, and while lLis brek
was turned, she deliberately pnpped some beautifal rufiles
into & littla bag that rha carried. She then calmly in-
spected the Brursels, looking as innocent and unconcerned
as an nnwashed bahy, for whow the passible viciaity of
eoap and water oifers no terrora.

It was otherwire with me, though. T felt myself glow
with the shame of discovering so contemptible a trait in
the character of cne whose whole appesrance bespoke
wealth and position.  Bab of course I must do my duty,
and lifting my exebrows and & piece of lace simultaneonaly,
inguired of the assistant if he thought it wonld eosg—-—

wt my query was anticipated by the dapper assistant,
wha prompily intercepted ' Two-pun-ten, madam, Yes, it
ia ;ulte right, We have plenty more at the same price,”

rom this reply, and the assistant's unconcerned demean-
onr, I conjectured instanily that this was one of the prolit-
able * regulara ' of whom the manager had apoken, and that
it was not my business to wateh her further. Navertheless,
I bad taken euch careful note of her appearance, that | was
#ubsequently eoabled to recognize her again, in the person
of the wife of & wealthy and prominent M. P.

The next day saw me on active duty again, and wny work
proved aufficiently interesting, though I was terribly afraid

1 MET ADAM HENNIKER FACE TO FAUE

of allewiog the individual [ was expected to detect to per:
petrate another theft, perbaps nnder my very nuse, 1 evnld
nut well bang abont voe conater ali day.  Hat, aoting upon
the hint received, I paid more attention to the faney goxla
department than any other, and was eventually successful
io landing wy beh.

1t was near elosing time, and was rapidly becoming dusk,
On one counter there was a beautiful collection of fans,
photograph frames, card esses, Dreaden china urcaments
and Buhemian crackle glasses, besides mauy other duinty
deviers for luring muoey out of the pocketn uf an art-luviog
clientéle. It is A remarkable faet that, though busicess
may have been cumparatively wlack fur huurs, custuiners
will often crowd to make their purchases just when she
tirgd shup assistants are wanting to puck their goods sut of
the doet and go bome, So it wos on this occasivn, and it
was naxt to impossiuls to wateh all the people whu thionged
thia particular department. Thiv mude we all the mure
anxious, but as thera was no need for me tu pretecd ta ba
in & burry to purchase angthing, 1 was abla to concentrate
my undivided attention upun the psuple aroubd me,

By-and-bye it seAmed 1o me that une lsdy displayed &
peculiatly secretive methad of conductioy ber business, sod
upon her my muspicions were promptly eentrend.  She was
haodwotnely dressed, but was so albiicted to spreading
the wide slesve.openings of her costly mantla mbout the
counter at which she sat that & lesa suspicicus individoal
than myself would have given her credit fur wishing to con-
oenl something under it.  Indeed aba bdgetted and spresd

as puanible.

herself wo mach as %o serionsly incnnvenience » tall, distin-
guished loukiog wan whu wes patieatly waiting his turn to
s morved, wnd whe politely yiolded roum te bar several
tirnes, whea, having spisd sowe fresh attrectivn, ahe wishad
to inspect ik. Nhe wade several purchased, bat wy saxiwas
eyea cuuld oot disouver that abe cuncesled anyehiug.  Fossy
ahe wae, aod tiresume withal, Lo au aasistant who lunged o
get out into the tresh air, Bt st last she was ready w gu,
and, baving paid cash for her purchases, was puiung toe
chanye inte ber purse whea & balf eruwn rulled vu te Lhe
Hour.

Inntantly the gentlemat af such distingnished appesr-
anca stooped to pick it up for her, and, could 1 belivvs my
eyex ] an he atooped, he dexierously removed a silver paper-
knife frown the connter, slippiog it uoder bis coat befuru he
toze sod politely tendered the half-.cruwn tu the fussy lady
who had dropped it.  { had evidently discuvered the cuu-
ning th—I1 mean Aleptomanine, whose Jdepredations had
battled Mesars Wimplay and Co. so toog.

But huw tu make known my discovery, without makiog
n foea?

My gentleman seemed to lose the patlence he had dis-
played 8o lony, and beyan to edge away frum the couater,
ae if tired of waitiag his bura to be sarved, 1 koew by the
whole style of tha man that he was not ona whom the lirm
would wish to axpose publicly.  BHat all the nearest nuain-
tants wera s buay to police me, so [ turoed and quisetly
fullowed Mr Kleptoinanine, trosting to the chance of seelog
the manager ur shup-walker befure the ooter dooe waa
reached.’ It seemis, huwever, that I had yself not been
guite o wacbeerved ms 1 had supposed for [ was speedily
jeined by the manager himself, who hurriedly inguired :

Huve you discovered angtiing T . ; )

* ¥es,' 1 replied, * that tall geotleman, just going out, is
tne—— kleptuinaniac, He has & wilver paper-koite under
his coat.”

Tha mapager gazed for & moment in astonishment at the
culprit. Then he rubled his hands and smiled, saying :
* Yua have dune us great rervice, madam, aad our firun wiil
he pleased to scknawledyge your ability substantialiy.
Kindly call at my office to worrow morning. Here, Grey,’
he calied, * I want you."

At this aummons a young [ellow promptly came forward,
whils 1, feelin% that [ had oo Ionger any buosinesa to re-
main, tovk my leave, Fur the present, of Messrs Wimpley's
huage establisliment.

Aa I passed down the street on my home, someona
brushad hurriedly by, and 1 poted that the youog man
culled Grey was following the putlviner of the papur-koife,
who was sauntering alung quite leisurely, nobt dreaming
that he had been detected. | cuncluded that Grey's nission
was simply to diecover the name and addiess of the man ha
was chariog, aod it struck me that thers was no reason
why Mesars Hell and Vhite shuold aut procure the sania
information ; for it ia astonishiog how much apparently ir-
relevant matter comes in ureful Lu us at times,

1 waa just about w0 charter & hansorm, when, to my Jda-
light, [ \uet Adam Henouiker face to face, i

* Where away, Dora? he acked smilingly, being, I verily
believe, just as pleased to see me ws | was Lo nes hum,

* Lo you see that youoy man in the checked bweed sait 2
I reiarued harriedly.

* Yes, he anawered, * what of him 2

¢ D}o you see a twll, gentlemanly man, about ten ymrds
ahead of him, who eeetns to take great juterest in all the
shop windows ?  See, he has stopped to look at Meesrs
Gallon’'s brie-w brac.'

"Yes, I sea him.’

* Then keep him in sight uotil you discover his name and
address, and all abont him, The other wan is buund on the
saing errand, bot you muat not et hil wuspect yoor game,
Now go, or you will miss hiny, Adam.'

‘Well, now I do call that a shame. Hare was I, all
duties finished for the day, mnd expect oy to have your
compavy for awhile, and yuvu actusliy order nie away the
minute you ses me. 1 dun's think I'li go.  Iv's tou nineh to
expect of huvman oature.’

*Now don'u be silly, Adam. Yoa do what I have asked
yeu to do, and then come atraight te oar hoose. Wu will
wait tea fur you, and, if you sre very guud, we will have
ever such & pleasant eveniug.”

Withuut another word, Adam raieed his hat, acd stroda
up the street, while 1 retraced my steps in the directivn in
which my home lay. My widuwed mother, my sister
Elinor, and 1 lived very ecomlortably tugecher, tha mucher
having & emall incume of her own, which would always
suflice for ber persupul necessities. Elivur had vuly lately
left sehoot, and bad pot nuite deenled which Line of liveli-
hund tu adupt.  We tried to persunde ber Lo utsy at howe,
and take all the housekeeping duties npun heraelf, sceing
that we cunld well atfurd Lu do withvat a further suguen:
tative of vur iocome, Butb to this plan Neile vujected
vigorously.

“No,'she said, *T mean to be quite as independent as
Doraia. If 1 cacnot be a detective, 1 will try suwsthing
else, and we will have another servaut Lo take iny piace, at
miure eesistance than Harbara's is needed. I shwowid louk
well, if I wera to depsnd upen Doura's earnings, aud Had
myerall straoded o nue of these tine days.”

*Why, Nellie, what do youn mean? | asked in aatonieh-
!lile:l'b. *Burely you know that waat [ earn bulungs ta us
all?

' Oh, yes, [ koow all that. Hut present arrangements
may not last for ever. Mr Adam Henviker may bave some-
thing to asy vn the suliject by-and bya.’

“ Nonsense !' I interjected, blushiog farivnsly, first with
confu-~iun, and then wich vexation Bt the kouowiedye that [
was blushing.  * Adam Heouviker is nutting to wo, axcept
that he is my friend.’

“Oh yes you are very good frieada !’ langhed tiresome
Neilie, * ['ve felt protty sure of it fur a long while. Let me
see, he wan here to tea last Mondny, then mgehin on Thuis-
day, then nyain nn Sunday, aud ksl night he teuk ue all to
the Diury Lune Panunnive, and to pighy——'

‘ To night he is coniing tu tea ayain, you littla tease,’ I
ndmitted reluctantly.

'l kuew it ' crisd Nellie trinmphantly, * abd thas ls why
I bought such a lot of muttivs, fue I have learnb co Kuage
Mr Adum’s appetite by this tne.”

I naw it was no nse trying to repress s being wha was
virtually irreprensilvle, so | went to my owo row.n, Lo enanya
ry dress, and 1o cther waya wmake iayseil look ws plensaut

In about so hour Adai came, oor was ha ab
all disninyed nt sight ol Nelliv's pile of wallios,

L nlways knew iy wother and sister tw be vary dincrest,
bat [ hardly gave them eredit for the exceolingly retiring



