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thread, and this imperial palass will contain the fineat
treasurea of modern Japanese art.

- The woods are eapeciaily fine. They are in their natoral
grain,’and the pillars of many of the rocms aré mosaive
»qoars poets of that welvet:like satin wood found in Japan,
To tha whole palace there ia no paint; but the coloured de-
coration is made up entirely of giiding, lacquer, and fine
clothe.  Tha eeilings are works of line art. Thay are
divided by lacqnered ribe into many panels, each of which
containe & different desigo, painted, embroidered, or em-
bosaed. No nails ehow in the woodwork, and the metal
work ia & wonder of damnacene and earved brass. The
ereat of the Mikado, the chrysanthemam Hower, nppesrs
everywhere, and mauy of the ceilinge are finished in gold
and. coloara.

_ The rooms are in miany cases very large, and the bangnet-
ing ball requires five hundred and forty square yards of
matting to cover it Hoor. Its walls are hung with the
costliest of silke, and the ceiling is furnished in gold. The
throne room is equally fine, aad the whole palace as far as
the Japanese part of the workmanship ie concerned, is
worthy of sn emperor. It is furnished, however, with
foreign forniture, and this was bought in Germany. It is
curious that the Japanese should go to Germmny for the
furniture for their palace, and thera s no lack of criticism
among the foreignerm in Japan ss to the poverty of the
selection which they have made. The furnitnreis of old
patieras and of a style by nc means fitted to the establish-
ment of & grest ruler, The tablea have thin tops, the
chaira are oncomfortable, and the mantles of some of
the rooms are cheaper thnn those of many an ordinary
seaside cottage. Had the Japanese taken competitive bide
for this forpiture, the leading ertablishments onNew York,
Cleveland, Ciociooati, and other American cities woeuld

noble Japaness ladiea s his moet iotimate conpanionows.
Thin ia the Japaness law, and it has been so from that tire
when the memiory of man runneth not to the contrary.

The yousg prince in said to be fond of military affairs,
and the Japanese predict s great foturs for him. = It may
be, however, that he will drop into the rroove of hia father,
which, it ia whispered by the beat posted mien at thecapital,
is more that of & ligure-head than that of & ruler. The
Mikado of Japan in, it in said, on moat cecasions like wax in
the hands of his Cabioet, and though those about the Court
would hardly nckoowledge it, the men who really rule
Japan to day are the chief otficera of the varicun dveplrt-
ments aod their friende. These men are the young Japan,
and it is through them that these reforms have %:en in-
nagurated to such an extent that whatever might be the
change of rulern they cannot be stopped. There are mapy
remarkahle men among them, and the almond-eyed atatea-
man of Tokio will compare favourably with those of the
ather capitals of the world.

The Fremier of the empire is Count Kurodo, & man of
strong will, sterling inteerity, and great torce of character.
The hend of the office of the foreign affairs of the empire is
Connt Okuma, who succeeds Count Inouye, the latter
haviog resigned after the failure of the treaty counference
thia year. Kurodo is aleo 8 new ailicer and takes the
places of Count Ito. Count Ite end Connt Inouye are
mmong the most remarkables men of the new empire, aad the
atory of their atrugele for Japan reads like a romance. It
wan fold ma by an English olficer ¢onoected with tha
Japanese Government, and I give it s nearly as pomsible in
his own words.

Refore the restoration, when the Tyccon governed at
Tokin and the Mikado waa atill kept ineide the walls of his
palace at Kioto, tliere were foreign and anti-foreign partiea

to & good naval scheol, they sbipped thems sa enmmon
sailors on & sailing ship which went arvund the Cape of
{iood Hope for London. They left Shaoghai with forty
dollars in their pockets, and they were kicked sad cutfed
arvund during the voyaze until they became able semmen,
The wailors learned that they had money with them, and
they did not let theru rest until the moat of their forty
dollars had been ganibled from ther.

The moment the vessel resched London the officers and
craw left the ship, and the two .Japapess runaways found
themsealves alone. They were dazed with the din and the
sights and the confusion of the great city, In tha centre of
millions of people, they did not know which way to turn
nar where to go. The fire in the ship was out, the couk
was gone, and there was not & hit of [ood to be had. They
expected someone would coine for ther, but after waiting s
Jung time they grew 20 bungry that they decided to go out
and buy something to eat. They had thiree dollars left, bot
they did not know the value of money in England. They
thought, hnwever, that this would buy them some boiled
rice, & bowl of aoup, or a bit of raw tish. Taking m paper
with them, they marked on thisa dingram of the ronte they
ook in order that they might get back to the ship, and after
devious wanderinga came at lebgth to & baker's shop. Thers
were loaves of bread on the enunter, and Iio, not koowing
the price, laidl down the whole uf his three dollars and
picked up A loaf. He had noides bow much it waa warth,
and he supposed that if it was less than three dollars the
unker would ¢ive him the change. The baker saw that he
was i foreigner, and mwept the whole of the three dollare
into the till. The two boye then started to go back to the
ship, but they found they had lost their diagram. The
walked the streeta of l.ondan for hours, and it was dus
before they returned. They ate their bread, however, and

liave filled the contract with credit to the United States.
'I'ne palsce is lighted with seventeen hunudred electric
lighta. These sre of the Edison pattern, and they are put
in by an American, They are universally praired, and the
contrast between them and the eheap (erman furniture is
sharply drawn, The heating power of the palace is ateam,
snd it'is & question as to the efect that steam beat will
have on Japanese cabinet-making. In a cuaniry where the
houses are warmed by boxes of charcoal, and io which the
cooking-stove and the base-burper have yet to appear, the
bringing of ateam heat into rooms made, as 1 am told,
Inigely of green timber, may caose more cracks than
Japanese embroidery can cover.

The Japaneee Court is now practically the mame as that
of a Evrapean ruler. Japan haa its princes, itsa marquises,
its countn, ite viscounts And it barome. It haas ite imiperial
houses made np of the descendants of the younger sena of
former Mikados, and many of these houses are centuries
old, The house of Arisugawa wan foundel two hundred
and eighty six years sgr, that of Faehimi is five hundred
and shirty-seven yeara old, and there are eight other im-

rial houses, through the veine of each of which flows the
Eleue bleod of royalty. The young prince, who ia now nine

ears old, when he comes to ‘marry, will, T am told, have &
iat of all the elipible daughters of these faniliea handed to
him, and from thern he muset chooee & wife. If, however,
there are no eligible danghters, there is a list of five nther
poble families whose danghters mre brought forth. Thesa
are the families whoe were the publest in Japsn before she
restoration, and from whom the present Emprees eomer.
II in thia list no danghtern appeor, then the choice yoes to
the five families of created prioees, and ont of the daughters
of theme mnat come the next Enpiess of Japan. In the
' meantime the young prince has eight more years lo live
befors he attains to the age of his father at the date of
his marrisge, and his relations to the fatuze Emprens will
b such that he need not woreg whether ahe be beluliful_ or
honiely, good-tempered or the reverse. He will have, like
the present Emperor, the right of twelve of the fairest of
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in Japan, The Tycoon was treating with the foreigners
and there was A foreigo settlement 8t Yokohama. At this
time about & hundrad bot-headed samnrai boya conspired
together at Tokio to go to Yokohsma and to clean
the foreigoners from the face of Japaa. They started
one dark night, and' had gotten half-way oun their
journey when they found themselves sorrounded by
soldiers. They fought theiz way out and returned to T'okio.
Among theee boys were Ito and Inouye. then about tweaty
years of age. They were under the Yrince of Chosin, and
this prince waa the chief of the aunti-foreign faction.
After this failure they concluled that the killinyg of the
foreigners at Yoknhams wonld be only the beginning of
war with them. They had seen their great warships, and
they knew that Japan conld not succeesfully fight them on
the sea. They talked over the sitnation, and concluded
that the only satety for Japan wasin ber having as good
ships and ms good guns as the foreigners. They went ta
their prince and told him that they wanted to go to Eng-
land with three other Eicked ynutg of their band. They
wanted to study English customs, to meater the great secret
of paval supremmcy anil bring it back to Japan. The
Japanese could then boild ships and they could wage & sue-
censfol war, The prince was pleased with the idea. Hegave
them five thourand dollars, and Inouye went to Yokohama
snd arraoged with the eonsul to ship them as conmmen
sailora to Shanghai. There were five boys in the party,
and they were taken on board the ship in the Yokebamm
Harbour one dark mnd raioy might. They thos got away
from Japoo without the knowledge of the Tyecon,

The money in the meanwhile End been sent on Lo ona of
the noted Koglish tradiog houses at Shanghai, and when
they airived rliers the housa was ready to ship them to Eng-
land an passengers. Ito and Joouye were full of their
misaion, and kept sayiog over agein and agaio to the
members of the firm the only English waord they koew,
which was navigation, The merchants took it for granted
they wanted to be sailars, and instead of sendiog them on to
Londou as patssngers, with instructions that they be sent

the next day a messenger from the murclhinnt caime for them
aml gave them good luodgiugs and plenty of money.  They
spent snme time in England, aod their bright mindes soon
graspad the fact that Japan conld never make m successfnl
atrugyle against such wealth acd such a mighty nationo as
that about them. They considered it their duty tn go back
and tell their prince what they had learned. The mer-
chrote told them that they hal received nu orders From
Japar, aod they eould not ship them without orders.  Ite
and Inouye then shipped before the mast as common aea-
men. They went again around the Cape of tinod Hope and
finally remched their prince. He was tighting the foreigners
at the time, and their newn was received with anything hut
joy. Inouye was sel upnn by a band of angry seldiers, anil
slashed, hacked, mpnd lefv for desd by the roadside. He
recovered conscionsoess, and was alle to crawl to his
mother’a house, where by careful nursing he was brooght
back to life, He bears on hia face to-day the scars of the
wonnda he received then, 1o the struggle that ensned Le-
tween the Tycoon and the forces nf the revalutionists both
he and Ito eame ngnin to the front, They have been in the
front ever since. They have sided Japan in tha eatablinh.
ment af her railwayns, her telegrapha, aod her post-otticen
and it ban been by the aid of their influence that she has
now nnoe nf the best navies of tha Eaet,

It is throngh the aiforts of such men an thess that Japan
in opening her doors to the world. Incuye is auxious to
have the citizens of mll nations do hosiness in &l parta of
Japan, provided they will subnit to Japanese lawn. He
would like to sea foreign capital introsinced, and he thinka
thal & revising of the treaties would increase the Japaness
forsign trade. Under mich ideas the waya of Japanese
burinesn are rtridly changing. The Japanese miezchant
still wearn hia loug gown, and calculaten his profita and
loasen with & box of buttons strung on wirea. He atill sita
on his heels in hin littla store open to the street, and the
floor still formn hin eounter. Hin mind, however, in
wunderfully bright, and he is not backward to grasp st new
goodn ne faot ae he fods & demand for thew.  He is lenrniog




