THE NEW ZEALAND GRAPHIO

1019

the bird of paradise. Evrery species of thia lovely bird hans
besuty peculiarly its own, From the little king-bird to the
mugnificent sexpennis, all are exquisitely colonred, and
their skins and plumes are highly prized by Enropeana snd
even by the natives themaelves.”

Many of the inhabitanta of these beantiful islands have a
closa resemblance to onr Maorisa. The tribes inland and
those who surround the coast are, however, very ditferent.
The people from the interior are smaller, darker, and more
hairy than their conatwise brothers. It ia probable that the
first-named are the indigenous race, the dwellers by the
shore being atrangers, and having driven the mmaller,

NO. 3—CURIOUS FEATHER ORNAMENTS,

darker race further into the interior. None of the inhabi-
tanta are, however, noted for great atature ; probably their
average height barely reaches five feet eight inches. A
distinguisbing characteristic is their method of wesring the
hair. Some favour a frizzy style, the general negro type.
Others, as in our illustration (No. 1), adopt the smoother, more
European style ; whilst the hair of some of the natives is de-
cidedly woolly, and this is not s0 much admired as the frizzy
aod popular style, Their features also present considerable
variety. The hooked nose of the Papuan racs is almost
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Enropean, whilat the sbeence of the nose stick empha-
nizes this pecolinrity, The nasal ornament, which is
almont universally worn, is of whatever length the native
pleasea. It is usnally made of pieces of white shell, eare-
fully polished, and the rough edges removed. Illustrations
2 and 3 are axcellent examples of this curions form of decor-
ation. The septum of the nose is pierced when the child ia
about six years old, and the continuous wearing of the stick
has the effect of drawing down the noss, which has therefora
a marked impresasion on the configuration of that member.

Very little is worn in the way of clothes by the inhali-
tants of New Guinea. The few who adopt & string or
narrow belt coneider themseives far superior, in point of
dressing, to those who are in & state of complete nudity.
The belt is made from the paper mulberry. The women
are rather tastefully robed in white or variegated fine palm
leaves, Thesn are formed into strings, plaited, and made
into & petticoat. If tbe worren are in mourning, the petti-
coat is worn much longer, aud is not trimmed off neatly.
Ear-ringe and feather ornaments are much approved of.
Some of the former are very large, and are most uncomfor-
table to wear, whilst othera are so light that twenty or
thirty can be worn in one ear in perfect comfort. The second
illustration is an example of the peculiar and distorting
effect caused by the continuous wearing of very heavy ear-
rings. Illastration No, 3 shows some of the curiens feather
ornaments,

The natives are not nearly so much tattooed as are the
Maoris, and, as g rule, the tattoo is not worn unless the
wearer has become entitled to it by some deed of bloodshed.

An in New Zealand, the pig in made a great pet of by the
women. Some of these animals are taken away from their
mothers whilst quita young, and the New Guines women

. treat them exactly aa they do their owa little ones, feeding

and naraing them with the greatest care. lo fact, piggy i=
made more of than in Ireland, where he is wsually con-
sidered to play an important part in the hame life of many
of the inhabitanta.

The dead are disposed of in various waya. The spirit ia
supposed not to leave the body immediately, se it is often
buried for & time and theo taken up aod the bones eleaned
and deposited in or cear the dwelling, Often the bead or
jawbone is kept aa a relic. Little imitation houses such as
thosa shown in our illustration, are placed in the woods to
allure away the spirits. After the manner and custom of
ghosts these are supposed to be specislly active during
& foll moon. Probably the effluvinm from the corpses pro-
duces the feelings of sickuness supposed to be caused by tha
presence of the spirits. Liviog houses are often buiit on

piles. The pilea support & plat-form made from old cances
or branches, the whole covered with palm Lranthes, Each
house or series of honses has » sort of pater famidins, the
rest of the inhabitants being his relstions or slaves. A
bridge, when the house is on water, copnects it with the
land. The houses are often adorned with wespona, birds,
fishes, sand palmn branches. Swmall houses are also ‘found
perched high up in trees. A picture in given in which the
eonatruction of such & one iv ahown, Cne or two of these
are generally put up as watch-towers lor n village. A pic-
ture of some warriom will give & good iden of the native
weapons. The usa of the bow and arrow is little known
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among the eastern tribes, The Papuan bow is rather short,
the srrows being barbed or tipped with lassowary or
human bone. OUther weapons are a short dart, & heavy
spear, & saield, and, of course, stone clube and axes.
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