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;" You lie, and you dmow that yon lie!
who——"

¢4 1 you did not, I don't know who did.”

¢ * Did you shoot him *"

*Bhe beht forward & littls as she asked the question, and
it seemed as though sparks of fire blazed frow her eyes to
acorch t’l_:e truth from the man before her.

Answer me ;

Yes, yon ! You will deny it, of coarse, but I beliave
that you are the cna who shiot him. Did 1 bat koow it, yon
would never breathe again !

* 4 What have yoo done with the wench, Hath ™

"4 § thraw my coffee in ber face: then, before she coald
recover, | thoked her into insensibility, Thess weapons
are yours. I found them here and waited for you to come.
I em going from here to the police station, and you are
going with me.”

s Cortainly, Rath, certainly. I Enven'n the alighteat
objaet‘iron except on your own acconnt, Shall we go nuw.”

1o Yea "

* Derrington torned about and took one big stride to-
wardes the door b{ which he had just entered. Then, as
thongh irnpellede! some mighty, uneeen force, ke lea|
to one side, turned and sprang back again towards the girl.

* There wan a flash and a loud repori, clossly followed by
Derrington’s low laugh. A

=« [ dodged you thav time, Ruth,” he eried.

“%he tried o vse the other weapon, to fire again with the
one she had aiready used, bat the gambler was too guick for
her.

= [n an instant he had seized her by her wrists, and the
nexi he bad foreed her upon her knees before him, while
the weapona dropped from her nervelesa grasp to the foor.

‘¢ Ve won't go to the police station jnat yet,” he said,
eoolly ; * we'll go op and revive Virginia inatead, and to.
morrow we'll bave that little wedding ceremony per-
formed,"”

= Kath did not speak a word, bnt kbe fory in her face had
becone transformed into blank deapair.

* As soon as the weapona dropped from her hands, Der-
rington kicked them under the svfa.  Then he released Ler.
Everything happened much quicker than I have told it and
I had remained a silent and motionless observer of the
seene, with every muscle in my body contracted in prepara-
tion for the stroggle which 1 knew must soon come.

* As Derrington released the girl she sertled helplessly
down upon the foor in a position of utter despondency.
She had made 3 brave struggle for freedom and she had
been deteated. Koowing so well the ebaracter of the man
with whom ahe had to deal, she fely shat hope was dead.

+ ¢+ Comue, get up, Rath,” said the gambler, * Youn have
made a brave fight for it, my gitl, and it's toagh to have to
knock under. By Heaven ! 1t [ loved you less I'd let you
go, just for your pluck i Get np, Ruth, and let me intro-
duce my friend.” N

¢« He grasped ber gently by one arm and raised her to her
feet.

* % There, there " he exclaimed, ** yon had grit enoogh a
moment ago—where has it gone*t Say, Rutn, wounid you
shoot me if I should hand you one of the guns

+*'Like a dog,” she hissed, and her eyes tlashed foil of
returning fury. She took one atep towards bim with her
right arn extended and the index fioger of her band
pointed straight at the gambier's heart. I weemed like a
wespoh far more deadly than the six-shooter she bad beld
but & few moments before.

¢ Derrington started back a little, while a shade of pallor
swept over his face. Then he laughed lightly.

*4 You are like a tragic queen, Kuth,” he said,
" Honestly, I feel in more danger now thau when that hand
held & wesgn." .

14 Jack Derrington,” said the girl, slowlyg, "I give you
warning ! You are the victor now, and you will ind means
to pursue you conguest to the end. But the moment will
come when this band shall hold & weapon, and that
motsent shall be your last. Whether yon shot my father
or not, you have wronged me, and I swear that some day
will kill you!”

*Suddenly her eyea dilated. Her face flushed red and
then grew as white aa death iteelf,

*With a low ery nhe leaped forward, full at the gambler's
throat.

¢ He sought to dodge her; to ward off the effurt she made
to seize him, bot Kath was too quick—too jmpernons,

v+ The proof! the prool!” she cried, and beiore Dare-
Trevil-Jack coold prevent the ac¢t she bad thruat her hand
into rhe breast pocket of his coat. ‘Then, like a tlash, she
leaped away frum him again.

*1n ker hand she held & small waliet, and slie was abont
to open it when the gambler leaped towards her to take it
aWay.

‘ .r{ll of his gallantry was gone, Fear, anger, disnay, all
were expressed upon his bandsome features.

' With & muttered oath he seized her, but geven Ba he did
s0 she threw the wallet with all her remaining strength
straight at Sergeant Williamas, i A

4+|f yon have a maan's henoer, deliver that to the police I”
she cried. *' 1t will prove this man to be a mor'—

¢ Derrington’s hand was wpon her throat, and the last
word she would have uttered was partially luat.

[ shrask it into my pocket just as Lare-Devil-Jack re-
leased his hold opon Kuth and turned towards me.

* He atretched out his hand and said coolly :

s An gasy victory, eh, Billy? Give me the wallet,

please,

*++ [ will keep it Jack,” I replied, aa coolly s he.

v Eh ! What ! Don's joke, pard ; I'm in no niwod for it
now, The wallet, please,”

+1+ ] will keep the wallet,” Jack repeated.

11 D——you, give me that wallet ! aod the gambier's
hand dropped to ihe pocket where he carried a weapon.

‘4 Don't draw, Jack. 1 have you covered throogh my
pocket just as [ had Black Bob. 1 cao't truet you, aod if
you move 1'll kill you V'

*He knew that I meant what I said, but he was game,
He bad been in naoy & tight place befure and had cscaped.
His face grew fieodish with rage. He realised thet be was
to take bis chsoces agalnsh my weapon. Like a tash he
eaw through tuy true cheracier, and knew that [ had
tracked bim dewa.

* Like lightniog he throst bis haod in his pocket aod drew
his weapom, Quicker than thought he raised it.

*There was & docble Hash, & double report, but Rutb
Huatoon had saved on both.

*With  bound abe struck the arm of Dare-Devil Jack

juat ma he raised it to fire. The blow destroyed his own
aim nnd mine, and both of na escaped unharmed,

* Bak Derrington waa not to be taken withont & strogyle.

* He awonz his right band aronnd and with the back of
it knocked Ruth senseleas upon the Hoor. Then he leaped
towards me. )

* But the inatant's delay waa fatal. T leaped npon him.
My fiet Hew out and the gaubler staggered back, stanned
snd dazed hy the shock of the blnw he had received. The
weapon fell from his hand to the Hoor and T quickly raised
my own. [t would not work and sc I threw it with all my
forem atraight at the gamblei’s head,

' Ho dodged it. Then he laoghed. 3

¢t Rilly,” he said, eoolly, ** it is yoor life or mine now,
and we're both unarmed. Yoo were & fool to throw away

onr gnt, A fool, for it has coat yon your lifa. Eh! Did
; say onarmed.? No. 1 have this,” and be drew a small
bowie knife from hir pocket,

* 1 Ready, Billy 7" and he laughed again.

*Then, like atiger, he sprang towards mue with the bowie
knife brandished in his hand.

* He had nearly reached me when 1 took one backward
leap. Then with all my force I raised my right foot.

* It struck Derrington opon the wrist and bronght forth a
sound like that made by the back of an axe against a tree
in froaty weather.

* The knife Hew clattering to the other side of the room,
while the hand that bad beld it fell limp and perveless to
the gambler'a nide.

* Derrington's wriat waa broken, but he waa etill game,
and the next inetant he seized me around the neek with hia
left arm and we rolled upon the Hoor together.

* Blow after blow fell upon the gambler's face from
mymlists. bat Dare-Devil Jack never once slackened bis

o

' Tighter and tighter he squeezed nntil his arm wae like
the coil of s python albout my neck, choking me alowy but
sarely inko inzensibility.

‘I sought to tear the arm away, but it was locked there
in & tension which counld net be broken.  Always B giant in
strength, the gambler was rendered thrice pawerful by his
desperation and despair.

'I was pasping, [ felt that an end to the strugple moet
be r\uiekly reached,

¢ My senses began to whirl ; I felt that I was lnsing eon-
seiousnesa. The room awam about me. The loor seemad
to heave as npon watery billows. Myriads of bright epecka
danced before my vision, when snddenly the tightening arm
around my neek relaxed and fell from me.

* With a new lease of life 1 shook him iree, and Derring-
ton rolled to the Anor insensible, seemingly dead.

*It was diseovered that the waller was one which had
belonged to tha murdered man, and it contained strong eir-
cnmstantial evidence that Derrington was the criminal.
The negress Yirginia was found in the room above and con-
fessed that she had been a witness tn the crime. She saw
Derringtor sheot down his vietim. He had then gone to
Huntoon's house and by sheer force had conveyed Ruth to
hie spartments from whence it was his intection to release
her only as his wife. In thathe bad & double purpnse. To
gratify his passicn for her and to become the possessur of her
great wealth,

' Derriogton was never executed.  He throttled the
turokey of the gaol one day aud made good his escape o
the mountains, where he flourished for several years ns &
'* Road Agent,” nutil at last he was kiiled by a passenger in
an overland coach thav he had halted in White Rock
Canyon."
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COMMON SENSE,

YOU pay yoar Tailor for style, your Physician for bis
skill, and the Teacher of your children for his kaowledge of
language, literature, or music; and you probably would not
object to pay us for aur skill and experience in the art of blending
Tea; but, as a matter of fact, we give them Lo you gratis, You
can prove it yoursell, Compare our Hlends with any others
offering at the same prices, and et your own palate judge. You
are the highest tribunal Lo which we can appeal; there ls no

higher court,  Will you adjudicate !

EMPIRE TEA COMPANY,
W. & G. TURNBULL & CO,

PROPRIETORS, WELLINGTON.

HE Book of the Season: ' FRANK MELTUN'S LUCK,
Price, One Shilling. All Booksellars,

lLandeand Survey Department.
Auckland, Octobar 4, 1852

T ie herebv notitied that the Lands enumerated in the
schedule hareunder, boing Immigrsnt and Military Land
Order Sclections. having by virtue of nonwompliance with the
conditions of The Acts nnder which Lhe aclecliona wera made, re-
verted to the Crown, will, unleas ciaimed within 3 dass from the
dute heeval fi.e, 2ud Novenberl. be otfured for aale or selective
at this otice. on & dats due natice af which will be giveu by

pablic avtilcation.
GERUAND MUELLER,
Conimissioner Crown Lands,

SCHEDULE
RODNEY COUNTY,
PARISH OF PARIRL

Dateof
Salection.

Adioining "
3und 52 46  Emily Prentica "April 24, 1858

Pn ﬂ.‘l 80 Jas, Ch. Hlarding
i & Laftus Reade June 8, 1857

PARISH OF OMAHA.

Sectlon {“:r::! Selectar, |

Section gy Selecton, | (igel]
n llD;bB 'Jas, stewart 7§)1ar 24 1064
PARIZSH OF MATARKANA.

Section | ey Seiector. | et

100 "% . Dunninghamidan 25 1863
PARISH OF AHUROA,
tection  MTERL Sclector. Selaion
Non 9 12 JamesKells  Apell] 1863
S pn 11 2B James Kells April 27, 1363
SFKpn 13 40 K H OConcell LwelS, 1859
n 19 80 ‘Josvph  Argent
' ;. Bundell Sep 21, 1859
¥ pn 27 40 Jane Murray Lroc 27, 1865
¥ pn 29 29 Hy. Wounlcock lan 31, 1Bo7
M pn 29, 40 Gueorge Storey May 22, 1867
Wopn 2 o0 Jahn Wheeler May 22 1847
N pn 41 &4 ltich, and Annie
| Papwarth Feb 23 1863
Spn 42 16 Rich. and Annie
| Papworth Fob 23, 1863
Waon 4% 20 [Wm. F. Harber Now 8, 1855
N pn 59, 40 Wi, MclDonald Ot 13, 1362
N pn 6l 34 Daniel Irwin dune 301865
S nn f  Daniel lrwin June 30, 1853

62
NE pn &3 & __l.l_an_:f._}\'al_k_g__ﬁeh_ 4, 1855
PARISH OF KOMDKORIKI,

Aren:
‘Acred)

40 'Wm. Ar. NalderOct 28,1863
20 Wi Cannell et 2%, 1864

Seetion Selectar. l Se

Moen &
b o

B o0 3 37 Cath. Hedmayne (et 26, 1868
I Wik, Thajuson |
Pn 57 101, Aug. Schmidt &i :Oct 24, 1869
1 t “Geo, Lohmunn |
M pn n 4 Anna Mari a'
|_Wreatmore Nov 1, 1868
Pa 78 14 'Edwin Baabury May 12. 1865
‘ PARISH OF PUHOL
s Area! Date of
Section | L Cren Belectar. Selection.

NWopn 48 4 (©h, G, Andrews Mar 0, 1864
B pn % 40 |Henderson Jas.
t 'wigf Mar X, 1864
113 60 |James Prail Sep 11, 1B6S
WAITEMATA COUNTY.
PARISH OF MAKARAU.

N Area, - Nate of
Seetlon 4 opes’ Seluctor. Selection.
Wopn 117 40 Chas Franklin |[Nov 25 1847
W opnm 125 40  Putrick Quina  (Mar 1, 1BbY
~“Epn 1% & ‘John lintke Mar 7. 18%
NW pn 1537 56 'John Hurke |\|nr 7, 1866
Mpn 47 &0 T} illon Mar 8. 1856
N pn 158 40 |ltaber bell'July 31, 1866

WHANGAREL COUNTY,
PARISH OF WALPU,

eali Aren i Liate of
Seetion 0700 Beleetor:  + galection.
104 | 80 |Mergaret _andl
Auno MeLeod Mar 30, 1Rh9
175 80 1Dousld MeLood Mar 50, 1859
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,'/‘b% WERY p,'L (7N
/\Q/JN o °ro¢'@ .
Q9 pry Romer st © 1’\
/ breathes & ﬂ'l-_[‘rll‘lnl ‘\
SWEET SCENTS'
LOXOTIS OPOPONAX|
FRANGIPANNI BORONIA
U May be obluined

0f any Chrmist ot
&, " Pesfuemer,
»
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BEWARE OF [MITATIONS,
THE GENUINE IS SIGNED
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WEDDING CARDS! WEDDING CARDS!!

A large varicty of WrELDING and INVITATION CARDy—
Latent Frexigma, just Innded per *Otarama " and ' Ruapehu*
trom london.
B0 VIBITING CARDE FREOM PLATE TOR 3.8
Swmples and Priecs Furwarded.
ADDILESS,

MANACER, GRAPHIC PRINTING WORKS.
AUCKLAND,



