doriog the season when Arttic whaling ‘is impracticable.
Five ar six are frequently Iyiog at Modoe at one time, and
of these several are aoxiliary steamers which appear to be
soperseding sailing ships in American fisherien, Ponape is
also in the direct roate of sailing ships from Anstralia, or
New Zealand to ('hina, bat they seldom call, being gener.
ally eontent to sight Pleasant I:land as & point of fresh de-
partere.  In olden times Ponape is said to have been a
favonrite resort of the Buccaneers, it beinp in the direst
route between Mexico and Manilla  Ronpokiti Harboar ia
sery safe, bor the entrance is marrow and intricate.
Jameatown Harboor, so named ajter the U nited Siates
Frigate by which the barbour was sarveyed, ia the site of
the original Mission Station. This has since been remored
to the more central and convenient harbonr of Metalanien,
where the Mission haildings oeerpy & beantifu! promontary.
The population of I'onape is estimated at 2,000, consisting
of five tribes who occopy only the coast, the interior being
entirely withoot paople. A stream run: into the harbear
of Jamestown throngh a lovely ralley, but, as a role, the
cvast i3 covered with bonlders and hnge basaltie prisme,
strewn thickly along the “slopes of the hills and oc the
beaches. Between these beaches and the distant coral
reef, snrrmunding and proteeting the island, there are broad
coral Hats, on which pometons low isleta have been formed.

g one of these izlels, in the centie of a cluster of fijteen or
1wenty, stand
THE MASSVE AND MYSTERIOUS ECINS FOR WHICR
PONADE IS5 CELERBATEDN

They are built entirely of basaltic prisms, laid trabps.
versely in alternate tiers of large and small prisms.
The ruins contist of an outer wa!l some tweniy feet
high and eighteen feet thick at the Lase. About siv
feet from the ground the wall is reduced to & feer in
thickness, leaving a platform 10 feet wile all round the
ipner face. The froot of thiz stroctore is aboor 170 feet
wide, and is diviled in the centre by an opening of 15 feet
which serves as a preatentrance, The sides are about 2207eet
toug and the back is similar to the front but ondivided.
Toside this great quadrangle, at & distance of thircy feet,
& smaller quadrangle is boilt of the samne height, buc with
walls uniform io thickpesa tabout 10 feet).  The front wall
of the inner quadrangle is also divided in the centre by an
opening similar in size and directly opporite to that in the
wall of the outer qusdranzie, while within this wmaller
quadrangle is & raiced platform some forty feer s uare
bauilt of the same hoge bexagonal prisms toa height of five
feet from the ground. There are no evidences of artorskill.
The walls consist simplv of the prisms piled side by side,
in rows at right angles to each other. There are nosigns
ol roof, doors, of windowe, bat there is throngh each of che
two side walls of the auter qnadrapcle & bale aboot § feet
sqoare and jevel with the gronod. A similar eqoaze bole
passes throngh one of theside walls of the inner quadinogle.
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In the space between the 1wo quadrangles there are three
raised vanlts, about 3 feet square, one oo each side, and the
third at the reat, There is & tinilar small ranlt in the
raised platform. This mysterions rnic gives at once the
idea of 3 beathen temple, and the small openings through
the walls are tersibly snpgestive of honian victims Jragged
in for sacrifiee, while those in the passages may have served
for {uel or similar purpose. The theory that the structore
is the ruin of & Baccaneer's Castle is evidently without
foundation. The absence of windows or deors, the an-
snitability for defence, the character of the =0 called
Dangeons and Treasnre Chambers, the enormoos waste of
power, and the total abzence of skill or mark of 100ls of any
deseription, render the ropposition entirely naotenable.
The pres¢ot inhabitants of Ponape have a vague tralition
in ennpection with these ruinx.  Another legend told by
the old people is that King Awanesakow lost a littie gir}
abeat tnelve rears old, and so preat was his grief that he
eould not eadure the sight of any other girls of her age, and
%3 i=sued an order that every one on the ialand rhonld be
Killed. He is talked of az the cross king. He had a large
enclosore made of immen=e stones, which it ia hard 10 see
how homano banda conld bave lifted, and into this he
moaved his family. It used to be the coztom to kezp their
dead unbaried until nothing but the bones were lef:; then

with prismis of precisely 'the same character wnd put to-
gether in the same way as the walls of the baildig.
There st b many milea of this emlbaskmest wp-
rarently ma purposeless ax the building itse!f. It ia
ditticalt to evneeive that the soil on these small i-lapnds
could bave ever been worth presetvine from eneroachment
by the sea, eapecially as the grear [+land of Vopape is ouly
separated from them by the ehallows from une 1o two nuiles
brnad,

The only way to gain a clear idexs a2 to the purpose of the
builiings and embankment will be Ly careful exploratien
of the islands, Puaibly some of them, now low and fay,
msy oot be coral, and have formed atr ope time the guarries
iroms which the voleanie prisnia were obtained. In sny
eaze the mainland of Ponape abound in these prisms, and
eould supply them in grear qoantity. The deseriptinn
here given is from the writer's personal oservation in 1677,
and the dimensions Are as nearly carzeet as & roogh
mensurement, during & necessariiy short stay of a few hoars
in heavy raip, wonld permit. JIn these measurements the
writer wa= aided and checked by Mr Ruse, the ament of the
tiernan eompany tiading in Pooape, ani the likelithood of
their being nearly correet is therefore increased. It may be
well, alzd, to state that both Mr Huse and myself are nnder
the impression that the one side wall iz really 20 to 30 feet

ARA[ON CHURCH AND ACHGerL. PONATE, CAROLINE [RLANDS,

these were thrown into & deep piace in the water. A big
stope is pointed out on which be used to sit and mourn.
There were several vpeaines or gateways in this high, wide
wail, and there is & winding passage up which eannss conld
conse at high tide, and the natives depesited food for their
king at the several garewaye The royal family had a
special bathing place eoclosed by walle, and io it were
three stope tubs, or oblong bollow places of three dirferent
sizes  To bathe where the king had bathed was striedy
inrbidden, a3 the person ko dving might become king. They
are the work of & grear “evil epirit” or *deril.” Beyund
that they do not even make aguesa.

The little, low island is coversd by the ruins, thrnozh
which lofty trees now project, and the watls of which are
hidden with shrobbery acd creeping plants. In some
places the walls balge dangerously but zeperally they are
ruuch a9 they must have been when &irst built. Hipgh
up in the walls many of the prisma are very larpe,
one at the corper tier being 13 feet long and 2; feet acrosa
1be ends. Frobably this great lengeth enabled the builders
to move the massive prisms by mannal labour which sould
nnt bave been applied with the same effect if they had been
sborter and thicker, The s+pect of the ruine, standing
amid & cluster of low, clepeely. wooded ialands, iv solemn and
weird. The ses, stilled by the ewcitcling barrier reef,
mennders throogh the islets io broad shailow passages,
giviog to the whole an appearance wonderfully like that of
a dead city, orce traversed by canaly for streeta.  The
illusion is strepygtheped by the embaukment of the Islands

longer than the other, but there could be mn certainty on
thiz point withoat & re-meassrement aud eoiting away the
overgrowth. which required more time than they had at
their dizpesal.

The approach 1o the roigs by boat from Metalapien Hay
is easy, but from Jamestawn Harbaur the boat journey
was twenty five miles, and for the first fifteen the Trades
are a bheald wind which render tedious beatinig necessary.
Between the shore reef and the ccsan reef there is & Cee|
chanzel, but at intervals this is brokeno by lung <hailaws,
which even & bo3at can ooly traverse at ce:tain states of the
tide. Tuere are alao jo the channel constant patches of
enral reef, rendering railing by nipht somewhat dacrerons,
It will be easy, therefvre, tn underatand thar the dithealry
of expluration i= much increased if the start is got made
fron: Meialapien Harboar.

The productions of Ponape inclwle every kuawn trapical
prodact, anl among them the vegetable ivory, but whiie all
tlousish the people are few, axd the trade is chietly in yams,
pig=. aod other artivies ia demand by whalers, opra,
pessl shell, and vepetalle ivory are expoted.  Cutlee is
grown, but ooly io small aantities jor home use.  The
coaat of this island =, an we have 1ail, strewn with prisma
and boulders, Lut the aoil between them eupports preat
furest trees and fruits of all kinds. Thete ean be nn donht
that ap exploration ol the deserted interinr maoubl lead ta
the diwcovery of & good area of rich and valuahie land. It
may be miled that ruins, similar to thuse at Ponape, Lut
lens extensive a0d Jexs mpsaive, aze fuund aiso st Koaie,



