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A MOTHER'S SIN.

KY LIETTENANT MUREAY.

-
1%’ =5 ’:: N a bright Sanday morning | stood lingeriag
{ + on the Font dea lovalida in Paris, and look-
9 ioz At the inleresting view that lay to the

eastward. Towering above the preen and
turhid waters of the Seioe the walls of the
Louvte stretched in grey perspective, while
beyond was seen the dume of the [astitute, the puirted
turrets of that famouns prison, the Uuncierperie, the balky
towers of Notre Dame, the dome of the Sorhanne, and the
sharp, serrated epire of St. Uhapelle, each and all histurical.
Menmory was very busy with the scene and the thonghis
which it supgested. when toddenly 1 felt & hand at my
pocker.

Turoing sudidecly, [ grasped the arm of a lad st my
siie, He strogpled for & moment to escape from me, bat
when he foond this impoesible he stood silent and sulky.

I koew not why, but ae I regarded the lirtle rogue I did
not feel the least anger at his andacity, bot watebed him
with not a little iuierest. He wore the inevitable blonze,
cuming half down 10 his knees, the type of the hamble ¢lass
of artisans, with a sloach hat, much the worse for wear.
The fellow might have been goud-Inuking, thongh it was
ditficalt to judze upon this peint, 2o thick was the coating
of dirt upon bis face. A= Ilouvked ar his hands, his wrist
being grasped Hrmly in my right, I obserred that they were
small and well formed: not those of one accustomed 1o
tabonr, thoneh in the ruatter of want of eleanliness they
rivalled bis face, He was rather rall, quite slim, and 1
shuuld have judyged not over seventeen or eighteen years of
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“Neither of us had spoken s word while 1 was making
these ohservations, and I was rather sotprised that the
tellow did oot show tight. or at least strugyle to get away.
Rut he saw that I was mure than A mateh for bim, and [
Kept a firtn grip opon his wrist, determioed npot to le: him

0.
e You are hurting wy wrist,” he said atv last.

- Very likely,' I replied. * You pat it where you had no
right tn j1st pow,’

* 1 didb't take anyihing’

*No; I was too quick for you.”

*What are yor going to do with me

i Hand vou over to the police.”

*Dun’t do thar,” sail he, drawing closer to my side
* Yo are not & bard man—I can see that.”

* You deserve punishment.”

* Ab, bur you will also punish those at bome ; they are
not o blame, poor things

1 was interested at once, and told the lad that I would
like tc =¢e his home. If he would shew me toit, and pro-
riise not to rne away, I would let zo his wrist and not band
him over to the police. He lnoked at me with a searchiog
glance, and thogyght for 8 moment before he answere, then
said @

*You have a right to make terms. I don't see what
goud it will do, bat I promize, and yoo can follow me,’

1 released hiz wrist and followed him: across the bridge to
the other side of the meine. After croesing the boulevard
wt. Michael we struck ioto a labyrinth of streets that lie in
thizs part of the city, the famons Hr. tiles of Faris, and
finally stopped before & tnmile-down house, into which my
gunie entered, and 1 followed bim op a8 carrow Hight of
arairs to the garret. Here, takiog a key from bis pocket,
he nnlocked a door, and we enteied a low room, in the
middle of which, upen the Hoor, were a litile girl and boy
at play with some to¥ blocks.

My guide disappeared at ouce throngh a side door into
what appeared 1o be an antercom, saving he wonl-l be Lack
in one momeat, and I tarned tonard the children, both uf
whom had left their play o regard me with curious eves.
The nidest could nut have beea more chan foar years of age,
a brizht aod pretty faced boy, while hiz sister was perhaps
a year yuonger, and extremely beautiful. They were
cnarsely dressed, but were clean aand near in appearance.
The apartment, which contained little or no farnitnre be-
yobd a bedstead and two chairs, with a sort of bureaw, sor-
inonoted by a looking glass, showed unmistakeable evi-
dences of poverty, but yet no waant of neatness outraged the
eve. .

"I bad bardly made thexe nbseivations when tke door
apened sgain, and there entered the room a yonrg weman,
scarcely more than twenty years of age. e was rather
Jelivate ino appearance, and foite pretry, wot to say haod-
some ; her dress, like that ui the children, was coarse, bat
peat, and as she =at down upon ooe of the chairs, after
placing the sther for me. the teo children ran tn her koees
with the instinct and stfection of offsprinez of their tender
yveare. 1had Inoked at her bar s moment before 1 discovered
that the pickpocker oi the Pont des lovali-les was a woman !

*IHd yeu Dot suspect my ses! she asked, alter a
moment.

* [ c=rrainly dit oot.”

«It is v ope resurt,’ she said, sadly, *and pever adopted
unti! T am driven to it to Hll thoee little months ¥

« Jlangerous business—gna might have fa'len into very
ditferent han (4, A« voo must be aware’

* Troe, but | work by instiaet. [ saw your face, and [
«ail [ murt have mnney. He is oot a bard maa; ii de-
tectml [ miay, perhape, appeal o his nercy.’

*Whny Jo you not ask for aid in place of being thusa
thief

¢ That i+ & hard word, but it ia merited. Do yoo not
know that beugars are treated in 'aris like thieves? The
law puaithes buth nearly aiike”

* [ fear that you speak truly.  Are these your chil-lrea ¥

*Yes.' and ahe Kiewr d them bath tenlerly.

tAre yoa martied ¥

' Mooviear

'] mean oo reproach.’

“Tamn widow '

' Haw Jdad you lowe your busband ¥

* e was nne of the Commune, was triesl, con lemaed, sod
jell hy the muskets of the suliiery.”

= Alas, for theee civil re !
ut he was ri ." maid she, with all the obatinacy
of convictiot and loyalty to menory,

[ then listaned to her stury. Her hosband had been an
engraser with gomd wapes, and hal been sble 1o suppnrt
his little family comiéortably until the war, which was o]

lowed by the intestine trouble. He waa arrested with the
Commanists, and suffered the punishmeot of death. Since
then she bad lived and sappurted ber children by selling off
everything that woold bring money ; bad got some work to
do with ber needle ocearionally, bat at last all seemed to
fail ber, and by means of disgnisiog her sex she had sne-
cesslully consummated seversl snall robberies of money,
and once or twice had made attempts simiiar to that which
had failed ir my inetance.

she reasoned with me very coolly, and =aid : * If it were
not for these dear children 1 should cease to euffer very
s00n, for,' said she, * the Seine is mlways there with open
arma” Shewsaid. tenderly: * My haosband ia in heaven,
buth}le is my hnsband atill, and I shali live and die faithful
to him.’

Notwithstanding her noble sense of honour in this respect
she felt no eompancrions as 1o stealing.

*The world uwes me and my children bread. I take
;mth_iug from che poor, only from sach as can well afford to

ose it."

Honesty, asa matrer of principle, she conld not recognize.

* Have you no friends ¥

*Nooe here.’

‘ Have yoo any elsewhere ¥

*I bave a sister at Rooen, the wife of a farmer. If1
enuld get there she would give we a home for myself and
children in rernrn for the work I conld do for her.”

*Yoa shall po there,’ said L.

* Moneieur ¥

*I-sav vou'thall go to your sister.”

¢ It will cost hity franes.’

¢ Jusr about.”

* You will pay thiz for me, who would have robbed you
half-an-hoor siocet’

*T will.  Batl exaet from yoa one promise.”

%he fooked at me suapicionszly for &4 moment.

*What iz it?

‘That yon will learn te be a= honest and trae in relation to
the righte and property of others as vou are with regard to
your own hononr.'

* I believe [ woderstand yoa,” she said, thonghtially, ‘ and
T will promize to try and do a= yon have said.’

* That is all [ can ask.”

She caroe toward me, nnw leading the children, and =aid :

* Monsiear, lez them kiss ¥na. I believe, after all, that
there 1z disinterested bepesnlence in the warld. I have
been more than nnce offered assistance, ber it has heen
ennpled with conditicns so hateful that I have felt insulred.
Kiss him, Marie—kiss him, (+astave ; he is good—good, like
yonur papa.’

I bad been sorpriced at the excellent manner in which
she expressed berzelf, while, as =he stond there now, her
cheeks suiffased with a slizht eolour, and her eyes lighted
np by apimaticn and a feeling of trnst and graritade, I
thenght that she was extremely beantifal.

* I am going to Havre to-morrow, by the way of Roaep,’
said [ : *can you be ready so soor with yoar children ¥

*[ can be reads in one hoar.’

‘ Pack np whaterer 1s necessary for you 1o carry., Here
iz momey to get yon a good-sized trook. Be ready to-
morrow at nonu. and I =xiil come for vou.”

whe attempted to thank nie, but ber lips quivered, and
she turned away ro hide the tears that eoursed down her
cheeks. A3 [ passed toward the door she followed. and
raking my bacd jbetween her own pressed it earnestly as
she =aid :

‘ There iz reward somewhere for such kindnes=.'

Az [ lnoked apon ber now it seemed impossible that this
was the pickpocket nf the Pont des [nvalides, the dirty lad
in a blonse, whom I bad detained by farce.

Stopping over for a few hours at KRouen enabled me to
witness the meetiog of the young mother with her sister at
the very comiortable Norman farnhocse, as she had de-
soribed.” FPressivg & porse of fifty francs npoo her, I left
the sizters together, both bhappy at the re-noiou which
shotld make them share the same home together, even as
they had dnne in childhond.

* Keep your resolve and the secret of the past.” I =aid o
her. in & oW Toice.

* With Heaven's help, I will,” she said.

THE WORK CORNER,

—_—

INFANTS'.CARRIACE BLANKET.

NINE vard of white eider-down Hannel ooe vard wide : paint
a spray of wild roves a lictle At the rizht of the centre,
droapiag toward the centre of bhlanket. haviog the stemns of
1he sprav ahont three ar foar inches from the top.  Place a
cluster of three buads at the left, and a single bud below, at
the right. havinz the eftfect of droppicg frmn the spray ;
turn the edee io all ronpd oo the wrong side and haste it
down. Lioe it with China silk, hliad-stiteh or fell it or to
the wonl. Finizh with a whire ailk cord : or, if yoo prefer,
knot pink smi green worsted fringe corresponding to the
calours io the spray.

A PIAND LAMP SHADE.

Fouta vanl and a half of wide China silk twice, cut to make
three pieces exactly alike.  Sew two pieces together, aod
tirn & hem twn and n half iaches leep for the tap, overcast
the bottorn.  Enn a shirr next the hem, another two inches
below, and ope one foch below that.  Place on the
shade frame, and draw the top shirr strice o fit
the frame. allnwing the wide bhem tn arrapge irself
into a graceful potf: Jdraw the other shitrs 1o ot
the frame. Now take the other piece nf itk agd
cut ioto exactly three parte for the rote.  This allows a
whaole hreadth extia to fall.  Sew the three pieces tngether
and *pink’ both edges.  Shirr ahoot one ijoch from the
top, sul wew to the hottom of the zhale. A bandwme
spray of Howers, and & face voitle over the eilk oce, adds 1o
ita heaaly, bat it is very handsome withuat these.

Tt the frame is nnt large ennugh, & small wire may be
Tooped around it very ensily, making any size desired.

HE Bonk of the %eason: * FHANK MELTON'S LUCK.
trice. fine shilling, Al Book<elers,

THE COURT

or

COMMON SENSE.

‘S_"U[' pay your Tailor for style, your Physician for his
skill, and the Teacher of your children for his knowledge of
language. lilerafure. or mosic: and you probably would not
vbject to pay us for our skill and cxperience in the art of blending
Tea: but, az a matter of fact. we give them to you gratis. You
van prove it yoursell. Compare cur Blends with any others
offering at the samwe prices, and let your owp palate judge. You
are the highest tribunal to which we can appeal: there is no

higher vourt. Wil you adjudicate®

FMPIRE TEA COMPANY.

W. & G. TCRNBULL & (O,

PROPRIETORS, WELLINGTOXN.

HUOT SPRINGS—TE AXUHA.

VISITORS WILL FIND IT TO THE!E ADVANTAGE TO STay
AT THE

PALAGE HOTEL.

THE LARGEST, BEST APPOINTED, MusT COMFORTABLE
AND MosT REASONABLE

SAMUEL T. SMARDON

Proprietor.
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