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dignity. She azanred me that she had had no theoght ontil
that afternonn of anpplanting her sister, that she had yvielded
only to the passionate pleadings of Samuel and the sudden
disacovery of her own sentiments, that she had heen as much
pesplexed as the wonld-be orator hy the wiysterious disap-
pearance nf his notes, and thar, althongh it certainly had
been Teddy who had surgested to her that rhie should gn in
search of him, she had saspected the yonng man of no
rinister design. [ suppose it is just possible that she may
have heen speaking the truth.

Anyhow, the thing eooldn’t be helped, and all one contd
do was ta pnt a good face upon i, It didn't seem to me
that the Eight Honnurable Samuel pnt a particularly geod
face apon it : and, althonph he pretended to be amaosed
when he heard of his younger brather’s indiseretion, it was
pasy to ser that the joke was not Altagether to his taste.
However, he bad the hardihood to tell me that he had lnved
Lydia from the first, aod the magnanimity to aldd thar
Nancy was n great deal too yoong in ber habits and ideas
for an old fellow like him.

*This ia all very fine,” I remarked ta George, late that
evening : *but it isa’t business, you know. The well to-do
niece is dirposed nf : baot what i3 to became of the poverty-
~tricken nne? Say what you will, it is a most damaging
thiog to a girl to hare been alwost enpaged to & man wha
haa seen fit to prefer her sizter, and, snlesa I am very much
mistaken, I shall have Nancy on my banda for a long time
0 cnme.”

*th, pn, yon won't,” returned (ieorge, with one of his
lnnd, foolish langhs; * Teddy Hampton will take her off
vour handz as soun as ever he has earped a little maney. 1
have the best antherity for giving yon that azsorance.
Well, I'm ylad the two young folks have arrived at an
understanding; it's all qnite as it should be, when you
eome to think of it.'

tJuite as it shoulild he that my niece should engage herself
1o a young fellow with no means nor the faintest prospect
of ever possessing any! Naterally, I zaid at once that
conld not dream of savcticning such a piece of wild fally ;
wherenprn tieorge coolly rejoined that, in that ecase, he
suppased they would have to de the best they eonld withong
my sanetion. Thev ebtained hiz, and, what is tnora, they
obtained a pramise from him that, if the worst came to the
worst, he wouldn't let them =tarve. And (Genrge mind
¥nn, is hy no means whatr can be called & rich man in these
dass; added to which, he has three sons growingup! I
will say for Nancy that she had the grace to be ashamed of
herself.  As for that precions fiane of hers, I am afraid
there is tittle chanee of w1y ever seeing him look azhamed
votit the Day of Judgment.

Well, it is true that, a~ marters have fallen oat, this im-
provident piir do nnt depend npon onr benevolence for their
suppars ; but that they do not is owing ta eircnmsrances
which nobody in the world ecould have foreseen. Onewonli
not have imagined that a bard headed. hard fisted old
working man would have seen much to adinire in theft and
impersonatien 3 ver, aa it appeared, the venerable Peter
Hampton was quite delighted when ke heard of the exploit
of hiz younger nephew, whom ke immediately summoned to
the XNorth and congratulated upon his * smartness.” The
elder nepbew may perhaps have bored bim heyood endur-
auce (it does not seem unlikely), or he nmay have been =in-
cere in his assertinon that he asked nothing better than to
help ope who understood =0 well how to help himself. Atv
all evepts, he made Teddy a hapdsome allowance there
and then, and when he died shortly afterwards, it was
found that he had bequeathed the bulk of his large fartune
to that scapegrace, leaving the gifted anid irreproachable
Samuel out in the eold. Tharis why Mrand Mrs Hampton
have a big house in Grosvenor Place, and pive big enter-
tainnieats, to which they are kind emnuch to iavite me
from time to time, while the Right Hononrahie Samnel and
spouse inhabit a rather remnre district nf Sonch Kensiagton,
apd show but little hospirality to their friends.

*It's quite like the wind up of a play,’ saye Genrge, rub-
bing his haods—‘the old uocle dying in the nick of time,
virtue rewarded, and everylbody conrented, eh v

Hm! Tdoo't knaowzo much about the reward of virtuoe ;
aod as for everybody being conteated, T rather think T
could name noe lady whoe was got jjuite 2o clever as sha
fapcied herself, and whoe consequently feels a tritle down in
the mouth at times. However, as [ often remind Lydia i1for
T like to say a kind word when [ can}, riches are oot every-
thinpg, and she has really been most furturate in secoring a
husband of such commandiog taleots.  For my vwn part, I
am, of conrse. perfectly contented. T bave married both
wy oieces, | have married them well, and I have married
theot in their first season.  XNo chaperon could do more ;
ocly a very few are able to achieve as much,

All the same, [ wish Teddy Hampton were nnt yuite so
tond of referriny to Ro epismle which reflecta scant credit
upon bim and gives disrespectinl people an excuse for laugh-
ing at me.  Muaoreover, | should feel rather more comfort-
able if I could be sure that those two girls dido't deliber-
ately hoodwink me from start to finish.

W, E. XoRRIS, in Temple Bar.
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. Ourdaily })np(‘rs have taken o filling their rolumns
with dances®s you will perhaps have learned something of the
dressexat Lhe

PONSONRY ‘AT HOME' PANCY DHES3 BALL

T may, however, be allowed to-supplement the extremely incom.-
plete and incorrect list therein, Irs Devore wore A beautiful
gown of rich black moine -ilk: Mrs Uprton. hand<ome gown of
vieux ro-¢ silk : M T. Cotree. elezant blac 1k gown: Mrs
Kirker. baudzome cream Sowcred silk; Mrs . Mahnney looked
well ac Yueen of Roses: iz Rathbone appeares] ro advan-
rave as Andora: Miw Masedeld looked pive as Vienx ilos

Mz Langsford, Hohemicmae: Miss Beale wore, 1 thin

the most efledtive costume  as Yueen of Mi

U'pton, pretty cream pown trimmed with 1 Miss
Hach, mweer Girl Gradnate: Miss A, Wylde.Brown looked
pretey as an Angels Mise Devore made a graceful and charming
Louie: Mi i s bewitehing as Arline: Mis: Macindoe
looked ¢ha anish Dancer . Mi. Macindne Iooked

attractive as Ny Sweetheart: Mizs . Wallnure Iooked very
pretty as Carrvier Pigeon: Miw Walinuit wore a becoming
cardinal evening dres<: Mizs Phillips and Mi<s Dixon hath looked
charming in_tirecian rostimes: Miss Dunnett. prefiy grey silk
gown: Misa Freda Lane rl: Miss Alice Tyve looked
charming as Rousgeot. Kerr-Tarlor both wore
dainty white evrning dress< 3 Miss
kK2 Queen of Theba : M

i d Klue:

M

e s

ar, Maritana: Miss Eva Hughes.
i Irancing Girl: Miss W, Laied,
resent in evening dress were Mrs Cttanach,
ylde-Brown, Gorrie. Bnxd, Clapde, MeMillan,
m. Mesdames J. B, Hanna. T. Edgar. McMillan, Hol-
sde. F.. Burhanan, Hughes Mis: Clapcott. and others. The
majority of the gentlemen appeared in evening dress.

Jolarihe Fairy
Hons
i

was a great success,
Worthingtun wore a hand<ome bla
shawl; Mrs Hart, looked pretty in b
looked well in datk cos
and lace gown 3
i blavk ¢

. Mrs
ream cap and

3 ek lace ; Miz: Kennedy alo
unie ; Mrs Thwaites bandsome black ~itk
) cen wure black and crearn wrap; Mis:
rume: Mi<s Mases. pretry green gown, th
h pink chitfon; Miz= Annie Moses looked nice in
Ctnxon. beconiting brown velver gawn with cream
nhongh looked pretty in biack lace. Anished with
. Mr: Carrer. black silk brightened with pink
h Chew, dainty black gown, cream silk =sash: ¥
Grindrod. black velvet. the bodice Hnished with white dowe
Ai<s Davis. pretry pale blue veiling gown: Miss Inrby looked
exceedingly uice incream @ Miss Loreigan. black costame ; Miss
Culeta LorriZan. prelty sea-green gown with black velver corseler
and black glov or sister wors grer ; Mi<=< Harry,
costumie is= Hould lookvd precty in silver grey : 3
gown: es Clark_both Jooked nice, one in grey silk and the
othier in ¢ rean: Miss Stephenson iOnehunga. pretiy hiack
lare gown: N Brown (Onehnpgal. becnming pink costame
Aiss Picken also looked prerty in pink: Miss Quinn, <impe and
pretey white eve & dress: Miss Cozhill looked nice in black
costume @ Mize Wilion nlso wore o dark gown: Mrs Mackinrosh,
black =ilk gown. and prett¥ cream wrap.  Many ethers wers alse
prescor. but their nanies were unknown,

COMIC OU'ERA

still continues the chief attraction for the tleasure-seeking portion
ot the communiry, and the i i
delighted audience
Gobelin blue gown: M u
=il Miss Ella Baker, hand=omeblack evening dre

w

c\:el;ing both <ixters wore hand-ome cream o1k gowns: Mes Dro
Lind=ay. clegaar bl EI‘.:k k gown: Mrs A, Hanha looked nice in

biack and crimson
evening o i
Mrs You

; M

r= J. Black, becoming black

silk and lace
t-olooked nic

black evening gown :
cream and ¢rimson
tk apd Jace, the low
[rs Kiszling. hand.
<<ex Mos<s both wore Dreity evenin;
=hank looked hand<ome in black amn
¥ mcloak : MesTew hand:ome black
silk and lave evening d ichly trimmed withiet: i _
looked wellin creani: Mi Tunro. light gown. and beantiful cream
cloak § Mre Daw=on. handigme grey il gown : M 1120 W alker,
rich biack =ik pawn; Mi-s Grahan. black merve:lleux wown and
eredin shawl : Mizs Court jooked wice in biavk iace: Mprs Ro=e.
pret? ceean metveidenx gown trimmed with band= of Tuby
piu=n: Mr< Cattanach. pretty pink eoztnme: Mes Thomas (3o nt
Eden, ricn bluck satin, the bodice tinished with white Jace: Miss
— Hus-ell looked pretty in helivtrope evening dre i
black eveningdre-~x und hand-ome cream cluak: A
vlegant creain =ik gown. and izh cream cloak : Mr: = An-
sonne (ooked pretty in ¢rvam silk, apd_haodsome cream cloak:
Mes (Dirs Lewis Jooked niee in T 1 Mizees Fenton, dark cos-
tunes ; Mi athsn, protey light gre 3
tiful black and lace gown handsomely trimmed with jet,
erim<on_cl hl Pearce looked preuy in pale pink; M
Owep, rich bla

cream ~il

silk gown.
HLRE ZIMMERMANN ¥ CONCERT.

The attendance at the afternoon concer: given in the Choral
Hall by Here Zimmermann and Mi<s Heeve was marred by the
atrocious weather prevailing.,  Amongst those whom I nuiiced

esent were Mrs Jsidore Alexander. Mi<ser Hleazard, Mr< Fos.
hic, Mrs Muas Al = Bates. M Bunbs i<ses Harding,
=1ephenson an liss Hrown Onehangw, Madame Schmitg,
dame Tuizchka. aad many other ladies well
know al circles.

Miss Mabel Ketly. who

3
30rs Inges, O

b ¥ been on a vizit te England and the
Continent foTthe past tvo r~ unexjpectedly returped to Auck-
land by the Te Anuu froin svidoey la-1 week.

Among [he Variods costitmes,” plain and fancy dres<s, worn at
Mr+ Haj's complimentaby benchit in the Victoria Hall were the
following :-- Mis= ¥. MeUormick, blue evining dress: Mr W, Me.
“urhii Idwin: MrC. Hay. Fau M. Hay. Egyptia;

lad Goudwi

i F
revithick. Eastern E: A
Miss Perce. pale blue evening costume = Alj
W Snnth, eream; Miss Dacre, blue e

tume :

=mith, blue; Miss 7,

dress : Mise M. Aicken, Black Fairs: Mr L. Owen, Gondolier

J. H. Morton, Jack Foint: Mixs E ")‘I)“ nrd.lprell_\' pink evening
4 i

©

F.
bing
L Mr

Mis= T. Binne:

AL

e Greek Lady inne Wrguerite;
A« . Whitelaw. Grace, Itarlin Mis U, X s, 'Comin’
Thro the B 3 Morton, Tambourine (ir: Miss N
1ive~. pink Mis= Hees. cream; Miss B, G
;A etic Maiden: =lonin. Nancy Lee: My A, G,
. J. Bridgewnter, German Peasant -

A Mis+ Atkins<on. cream and
n=00. e blue and whin

evening dre
Miss
Joi ML
Long.

L i Mr J. Caldwell, Joekey : Mre H, Keesin
“nlA Guard,  Among the gentlemen in plain attire woere Al
Rattley, Haker. Orbell, Gitros, Uook. tlarke, Pracock, If.
t pron. Harri<. Sloman. Hamoead., Huw e, ele

Diress Hall was
As 1 Fetiirn to
neing elivss, The
rior of the hisll Wits Dever ~een to better advintiage, the decor-
inms being ot [asteful. At theemnd ofthe hall was & very large
Woelcume,” and fe-taohed I and rounil abagt it were the wonds -
Lat yunr henrts be merry ant Leap Year Hall, but beware the
glaneed whivh the heatt enthral” with Hag+ and evergzreens, It
haul worery poetty et 10 the carly part of the evening and up
till midnight Mes ¥ Haswett and Miss Lockluort acted ns M.,
doinyg all in their power 10 Make the ballenjovable. and when they
retired on the stroke of twebve, Me Hasdetl took up the duties,
Hannkin's Hansd ithree) provided excellent dance music, The vom-
mitlve, Mewula F. Bassett and Taylor, and Mises 7T, ylur Lock-
liser, Tad ri-h. Cleal and Hanoton, nre to be complimeroed
upan the brilliant suec€= they achicved. Thepe were a{"mul ixr

conplis om the fioor. The cusTumus wese : Miae Hooth, Fronel

Feasant i Mina Townley, Ebie in "The Yeomen of the Guard '

A
A masp enjoyable Leap Year Calico und Fat

Mis< Tanner, Maty. Mary, Quite Contrary : Miez Maraden, Winter:
Misd Hussett, Nabey Lée: Miss Taylor, Porsonby Rowing Club ;

an, Love Anong the Rosew: Mi-s Lo {irer, ueen of
F.

Mizs Jord
the Fiowers; Misx Hampton, Charitt

Forget-mie-not ; Miss Crunin, ight : < Uomnish, Grandpapa’'s
Darling  Miss N Grey, Iv ins Lonnell, Night ; Mi<a Wavel,
Freneh Fizherwoman @ M Collingwood, Union Juck: Mrs Scote,
Court Mizw ¥rrwart. Grace Dariing: Mixe Long. Nancr
Lee: Mi enninus, Uphelin g 'R .

By < Jdenpings, Greo
Phnlllpn. Forget-nie-not ; M Ivert l'h;gn:bel @ Mi
ir- Taylor, Hed Cross Nume: Miss Eval
n, Yachring HBelle : Miz<Cleal. Romp: Miss Liddia
iz Lowkhart, Parlour-maid ; Miss Priestlr. swi<s
<% Hedate, Schoolgirl; Miss E. Redgate, Inhocence.

ening dreas were Mrs Davy, Mes Pow ey, i
Taxler, Mi~a Warden, Misz Haldero, Mrs B
Miss MeRisstek, Mra Nicolas, Miss Mc(®
The following gentiemien wore fa

iss

=& A, Hedware,
—Messre Moaore,

Mark Anteny © Maxwell, Courtier; Judge: DLiennis,
Lirvek Fizh an: Cleal, Troubadon - Lirey., Yachtsman;
Vorr+. Iiabin Hood : C. Bas<etr, Turk: Walker, Jum
ootrian : Hampron, k: =linn. Han= the Boatmoan

cotube. Midshipman ; Neijwon, Baker; H. Calvert, Cook: 3. Slynn,
Sailor ; Todd. Failor: J. Gruhame, Ponsonby Howing U'ish; Knox,
Lawn Tennis: Cook, Planter : &  Calvert, L ricketer : Taslor, S,

vhn's Ambntance ; Doulle, Yachtsman: Cremer, Cavalryman :
Taylor. Hugler; Drrew. Xaval: L. Corbett. Voluntecr: Wilson,
Amateur; 1. Grey, Fuothball Fep: Fowler, Man-g-War Saila
Townler. Yachtsmiun : Halstead, Lawnr Tenais: Daniels, Crickete
Stichbury, Yackt=tuan.

DRESSFE AT M133 BRIGIUAM'S AFTERNOON TEX,

Mrs Brigham wo handsome dress of brown cloth, relieved
\n"l(h point lace: Mis< Brigham locked charming in blue: iss
Coleman, brown velver: Mizs Wright looked bice in a pretiy
gown of brown cloth. with cream silk vest: Aliss Bankhart, dark
Blue tlwge:. Aiss Cox {Te Arahal looked pice in black : Miss Tole,
peacoek bine: Miss Warsp, prous dress of navy embroidered
with pale blue ; Miss Rews wore a becoming dress of navy blue
serge. tan vest and cu Mizs Philips, darx plaid dress. Jacket
en suite trimmed with fur; Miss LMxon looked very well in black
cashmere, white vest and cutfs: Miss Whilsun. navy blue; Mi
John=ion louked nice in a pretty green gown: Miss M. Hews, grey
check dress.

MURIEL

WELLINGTON.

DEAR BeE, SEPTEMEER 20.
Foli's farewell concert last week was a Zreat suecess.
Madanie Cole wore a black veilvet Lrained gown, the bodi
tr.mmed with gold cotbroidery and beetic’s win, i
ornaments : Miss Bertha Hossow wore bright red
frunt velled with black lace and teimmed with red ribbons,
finizhed with jer otnaments : Miss Emelia Wood wore black tace
with a velver bodice and lace sleeves. I'he night was wet and
cold. and all the ladies kept their cioaks on.
DRESSES AT THE THEATRE.
.The beautiful dress orn by the actresses in the Holloway
Company were greatly admired. In ' The World Against her.’
Mi~s Deorwyn wore a very rich gows of bright erimsen shot with
reilow and made with a long, sweeping [min, the low bodice
trimmed with wold braid.and lafer on sbe lyoked very well io cream
=Lk braided with gold. and wore a cAir e hat of white felt
ich tips.  Her fister wore n Ters pretty heliotrope cash-
gbtiy rrained, and tritamed wirth deep violet velvet. and
s sweer [ittle hat of bronze lace trimmed with blush roses,
1 believe all. or nearis all. the gaiety of the session is over. Me
have a Harmonic convert in pro<pect. and alzoa dance to begiven
ic Thomas Hall by the Misses Tuckey.otherwise [ bave not heard
of anything else, ‘I'he sesion young ladies bave nearly all de-

parted. Ithink Miss Mabel Studhobue and Miss Tabart. both of
Chrisichurch. are the only visitors left, and they leave \'ﬁr)’ 200D,
UBRY,

CISBORNE.

DEAR Beg,

The programime at the

ENTERTAINMENT BY THE GARRICK AMATEUR CLUB

was an excellent one, The tableaux were a (remendous succe:
the frst " Yuern of Lhe seasons,” bzingquile a pictorial feasr.
Williamson was Queen, Mizses Adair. Jessie Williamson. Watson,
and Prascr (Seazons) in prectily blending draperies, fow and
wreaths. Inthescene” braid the Haven Hair from the * Mikado ©
the grouping nnd colouripg were very effective. Miss Campbell
persunaling the aruess Yyum bL: and Mis-es W oatson. Fraser,
and Campbell. her maiden Misa Adair, in pretty pnk silk
trarabaldi over blacs saiin skirt, accompanivd the singers ; Misses
Falairet. Adair. and Wil=on, when next the curtain rose, were
dizeuvered enjoying " Scaodal and Tea.” Another pretiy tableau
¥ I'wir's Company. Threes Nooe. Mis< Willjamson ibg the
Madanme de Trop, Miss V. Crawford and Mr A, Frawer the bappy
two. “When the World was Young, and."The Three firuces '
(Misses MoPhail, Williamson, and Palairetl were memorable
pictures. Father Kehoe played the overture. a brilliant fantasie
on Irish ajrs. and alww sang a whimsical ballad : Mr Ward, in
gratesyue Masher costume. contributed Lwo comic songs icaroredp,
and with Mr Dalrymple sang the ever tavourite " Larboard
Wartch': Miss Fraser, the *Glou Gloa® song [rom - La Mascatte'
iexquiricely rendered) : and Mr Langiord, avery pretty bailad, In
the lively jittle comedy " Turn_Him Uut,’ whicn concluded this
ot enjoyable entertainment. Mr A. Foster as Nicodemus Naobs
(an itinerant vendor of juvenite 1oys. the nimble, hilarious, apd
#tie protector of the sprightly little maid Susan Miss Fraser,
=hort frock of emerald greea, lace trimmed apron. kerchief,
and capt. and her miztress 1A Q=5 M. Campbell, in elegant Prine
robe of pple grecaand hoelle lacer ; and Mr'l, Currie i Mack iag
Moket wore aimost professionally perfect and Kept the tun EZoing
to the end. ‘Lhe pari of Exlantine Hoscleaf. an exquisite dude.
was cleverly sustained by Mr H. Watson. L hear tbat the gross
amount of the takingreached £25. Though Miss Fra-er made her
Arst appearance ia this entertainment, she was 0 succes=fu) that
lt:]an}' i- opiv are sayiog she is the be:t anmateur that has hitherto
avaured us.

SEPTEMEBER 23,

"

{RACE.

NAPIER.

Dear BEE, SEPTEMBER 24,

. Ju-t my luck! Mail-bout late again, so that You
will net receive this in time for this week's paper,

We have been greatly eachanted with the Italian Concert
Company.  I1 {5 weedless for me 10 tei] you about thern. as
they go through the colony. anld Of vourse you have heard them,
They have been drawing crowded houses, und I think nearly
everyone bath in tawn and country was there. It is no yse my
mentivning names for it wonld take up far 100 much reem. as the
whoietown seenied crammed intothe Theatre. The night the Com-

any arrived a ﬁmnd ntblie peceplion was held, nnd never before

ave Lween such an imitnense convourse of people in Napier. The
receplion wis heid in honaur of Signura Cottica, ot the rear of the
Musonic Hotel. The city band was there, headed by torch-beareps,
The scene wa~a 1uo-t inpressive one. The balcany of the hotel
was fustooned with large coloured lantercs. and, oli, the cruwds of
peapic’ The band played two pivees. " Springs Delight.” and
“Majenta ufter which mall choir, cimposed of Muessrs Pollock,
i . Bheath, O D Kennedy, Neilson, 18, Hunt. and H, Hi
sang Cslumber Sweetly, Learest. and - Thiringinn Volksteid,
Then the band played another selection. “Fair f‘lum Decka the
MendsS pnd after that the Company revponded by singing the
Neapolitan beat song, * Funirule Funicula.’ The cruwd was oL
enfaptured, nnd thundered forth applause. The people would not
ceuse thrir crivs of “encore,’ until the Cumpany re-appenred 1pon
the baleony and aang the 1a<l verse of the <ong ove= agrin. Bach
A ~cene hiu never betore been nuised ia Napier,

A mther nasly bugky accident occurred in' Hastings recently,
which might have twen attended with very serious results, but




