
dignity. She assured me that she had had nothought until
that afternoon of supplanting her sister, that she had yielded
only to the passionate pleadings of Samuel and the sudden

discovery of her own sentiments, that she had been as much
jierplexed as the would-be oiator by the mysterious disap-
pearance of his notes, and that, although it certainly had

been Teddy who had suggested to her that she should go in

search of him, she had suspected the young man of no

sinister design. I suppose it is just possible that she may
have been speaking the truth.

Anyhow, the thing couldn't be helped, anti all one could

do was to put a good face uponit. It didn't seem to me

that the Right Honourable Samuel put a particularly good
face upon it : and, although he pretended to he amused
when he heard of his younger brother s indiscretion, it was

easy to see that the joke was not altogether to his taste.

However, he had the hardihood to tell me that he had loved
Lydia from the first, and the magnanimity to add that

Nancy was a great deal too young in her habits and ideas
for an old fellow like him.

* This is all very fine,’ I remarked to George, late that

evening : ‘but it isn’t business, you know. The well-to-do
niece is disposed of ; but what is to become of the poverty-
stricken one? Say what you will, it is a most damaging
thing to a girl to have been almost engaged to a man who
has seen tit to prefer her sister, and, unless I am very much

mistaken, I shall have Nancy on my hands for a long time

to come.'

‘Oh, no, you won't,’ returned (ieorge, with one of his

loud, foolish laughs ; * Teddy Hampton will take her off
your hands as soon as ever he has earned a little money. I

have the best authority for giving you that assurance.

Well, I’m glad the two young folks have arrived at an

understanding; it’s all quite as it should be, when you
come to think of it.’

L>uite as it should be that my niece should engage herself
to a young fellow with no means nor the faintest prospect
of ever possessing any ’ Naturally, I said at once that I
could not dream of sanctioning such a piece of wild folly ;
whereupon (ieorge coolly rejoined that, in that ca«e, he

supposed they would have to do the best they could without

my sanction. They obtained his, and, what is more, they
obtained a promise from him that, if the worst came to the
worst, he wouldn’t let them starve. And George, mind

you, is by no means what can be called a rich man in these
days ; added to w

kich, he has three sons growing up ! I

will say for Nancy that she had the grace to be ashamed of
herself. As for that preciousyZo/ice of hers, I am afraid
there is little chance of my ever seeing him look ashamed
until the Day of Judgment.

Well, it is true that, as matters have fallen out, this im-

provident plir do not depend upon our benevolence for their

support : but that they do not is owing to circumstances

which nobody in the world could have foreseen. Onewould
not have imagined that a hard headed, hard fisted old

working man would have seen much to admire in theft and

impersonation ; yet, as it appeared, the venerable Peter
Hampton was quite delighted when he heard of the exploit
of his younger nephew, whom be immediately summoned to

the North and congratulated upon his ‘ smartness.’ The
elder nephew may perhaps have bored him beyond endur-
ance (it does not seem unlikely), or he may have been sin-

cere in his assertion that he asked nothing better than to

help one who understood so well how to help himself. At
all events, he made Teddy a handsome allowance there
and then, and when he died shortly afterwards, it was

found that he had bequeathed the bulk of his large fortune
to that scapegrace, leaving the gifted and irreproachable
Samuel out in the cold. That is why Mr and Mrs Hampton
have a big house in Grosvenor Place, and give big enter-

tainments, to which they are kind enough to invite me

from time to time, while the Right Honourable Samuel and

spouse inhabit a rather remote district of South Kensington,
and show but little hospitality to their friends.

‘ It's quite like the wind up of a play,’ says George, rub-

bing his hands—‘the old uncle dying in the nick of time,
virtue rewarded, and everybody contented, eh ?’

H’m I I don't know so much about the reward of vivtne :
and as for everybody being contented, I rather think I
could name one lady who was not quite so clever as she
fancied herself, and who consequently feels a trifle down in

the mouth at times. However, as I often remind Lydia (for

I like to say a kind word when I can), riches are not every-
thing, and she has really been most fortunate in securing a

husband of such commanding talents. For my own part, I

am, of course, perfectly contented. I have married both

my nieces, I have married them well, and I have married

them in tneir first season. No chaperon could do more ;
only a very few are able to achieve as much.

All the same, I wish Teddy Hampton were not quite so

fond of referring to an episode which reflects scant credit
upon him and gives disrespectful people an excuse for laugh-
ing at me. Moreover, I should feel rather more comfort-

able if I could be sure that those two girls didn’t deliber-
ately hoodwink me from start to finish.

W. E. Norris, in Temple Bar.

SOCIETY GOSSIP.
AUCKLAND.

Dear Bee, October 4.
Our daily papers have taken to tillingtheir columns

with you will perhaps have learned something of the

dresses at the

PONSONBY ‘AT HOME’ FANCY DRESS BALL.

I may. however, be allowed to supplement theextremely incom-

plete and incorrect list therein. Mrs Devore wore a beautiful
gown of rich black moire silk : Mrs Upton, handsome gown of
vieux rose silk : Mrs T. Cotter, elegant black silk gown: Mrs
Kirker. handsome cream flowered silk: Mrs E. Mahoney looked
well as Queen of Roses: Miss Rathbone appeared to' advan-
tage as Andora: Miss Masefield looked nice as Vieux Rose:
Miss Langsford. Bohemienne: Miss Beale wore, I think,
the most effective costume as Queen of Hearts: Miss
Upton, pretty cream gown trimmed with gold braid; Miss
Bach. Sweet Girl Graduate: Miss A. Wylde-Brown looked
pretty as an Angel: Miss Devore made a graceful and charming
Louie: Miss Laird was bewitching as Arline : Mis* Macindoe
looked chainingasa Spanish Dancer ; Miss M. Macindoe looked
attractive as My Sweetheart: Miss C. Wallnutt looked very
pretty as Carrier Pigeon: Miss Wallnutt wore a becoming
cardinal evening dress : Miss Phillips and Mi<s Dixon both looked
charming in Grecian costumes; Miss Dunnett. pretty grey silk
gown : Miss Freda Langsford. Roman Girl: Miss AliceTye looked
charming as Rouge-et Noire : Misses Kerr-Taylor both wore
dainty white evening dresses; Miss Evans. Desdemona: Miss
Hookes. Queen of Sheba : Miss Forbes. Housemaid : Mrs Niccol.
Red. WhiteandBlue : Mrs Clark. Phyllis ; Miss K. Jolly. Duchess
of Devonshire: Miss Woodyear. Maritana: Miss Eva Hughes,
lolanthe Fairy: Miss Percival. Dancing Girl: Miss W. Laird.
Housemaid. Others present in evening dress were Mrs C ‘ttanach.
Mi-ses Holland. Wylde-Brown. Gorrie. Boyd. Claude. McMillan.
Atkinson. Mesdames J. R. Hanna. H. T. Edgar. McMillan. Hol-
royde. E. Buchanan, Hughes. Miss Clapcott. and others. The
majority of the gentlemen appeared in evening dress.

THE TEACHERS' SOCIAL

was a great success. You will find an account elsewhere. Mrs
Worthington wore a handsome black silk gown, cream cap and
shawl; Mrs Hart, looked pretty in black lace : Miss Kennedy also
looked well in dark costume ; Mrs Thwaites. handsomeblack >ilk

and lace gown ; Mrs Skeen wore black and cream wrap : Miss
Ridings, black costume: Miss Moses, pretty green gown, the low
ne k finishedwith pink chitton: Miss Annie Moses looked nice in

pale blue: Miss Onyon.becoming brown velvet gown withcream

vest: Miss Greenhoughlooked pretty in black lace, finished with
crimson ponpies: Mrs Carter, black silk brightened with pink
ribbons; Miss chew, dainty black gown, cream silk sash : Miss
Grind rod. black velvet, the bodice finished with white flowers:
Miss Davis, pretty pale blue veiling gown: Miss Darby looked
exceedingly nice in cream : Miss Lorrigan. black costume: Miss
Coleta Lorrigan. pretty sea-gre°n gown withblack velvet corselet
and black gloves: her sister wore grey : Miss Barry, tasteful black
costume: Miss Houldlookedpretty in silver grey : Miss Robb. dark
gown: Misses Clark both looked nice, one in grey silk and the
other in sea-green: Miss Stephenson (Onehunga-. pretty black
lace gown: Miss Brown «Onehnnga>. becoming pink costume:

Miss Picken also looked pretty in pink: Miss Quinn, simple and

pretty white evening dress : Miss Coghill looked nice in black

costume : Miss Wilson also wore a dark gown: Mrs Mackintosh,
black .-ilk gown, and pretty cream wrap. Many others were also
present, but their names were unknown.

COMIC OI’ERA

-tillcontinues the chief attraction for the pleasure-seeking portion
of the community, and the Opera House is throngednightlv with
delighted audiences. Mrs (Dr.) Purchase fjunr.) looked nice in
Gobelin blue gown: Miss Laura Baker, beautiful gown of pink
silk : Miss Ella Baker, handsomeblack evening dress: on another
evening bothsisters wore handsome cream s lk gowns ; Mrs iDr.)
Lindsay, elegant black silk gown: Mrs A. Hanna looked nice in
black and crimson silk : Mrs J. Black, becoming black silkandlace
eveningdress ; Miss Jervis alsolooked nice in black eveninggown :
Mrs Von Sturmer. black silkgown and pretty cream and crimson

cap : Mrs W. Taylor looked pretty in black silk andlace, the low
bodice finishedwithacluster ofwhite azaleas: Mrs Kissling. hand-
some black silk gown: Misses Moss both wore pretty evening
dresses; Mrs D. B. Cruickshank looked handsome in black and
< ream -ilk. and lovely cream cloak : Mrs Tews’.ey. handsome black
silk and lace evening dress, richly trimmed with jet: Miss Maxwell
looked well in cream : Miss Munro, lightgown, andbeautifulcream
cloak : Mrs Dawson, handsomegrey silkgown : Mrs iDrJ Walker,
rich black silk gown : Mi-s Graham, black merveilleuxgown and
cream shawl ; Miss Court looked nice in black lace: Mrs Rose,

pretty cream merveilleux gown trimmed with bands of rubv

: Mrs Cattanach.pretty pink costume: Mrs Thomas (Mo n’t
Edem. ricri black satin, the bodice finished with white lace: Miss

— Russell looked pretty in heliotrope evening dress : Miss Brett,
black evening dre-s. and handsome cream cloak: M -s a. Brett*
elegant cream silk gown, and stylish cream cloak : Mrs Jos. An-
serine looked pretty in cream silk, and handsome cream cloak:
Mrs «I>r.» Lewis looked nice in grey; Misses Fenton, dark cos-
tumes: Miss Nathan. pretty light grey gown: Mrs Pearce, beau-
tiful black silk and lace gown handsomely trimmed with jet.
crimson cloak: Miss Pearce looked pretty in pale pink: Mrs
Owen, rich black silk gown.

HERR ZIMMERMANNS CONCERT.

The attendance at the afternoon concert given in the Choral
Hall by Herr Zimmermann and Miss Reeve was marred by the
atrocious weather prevailing. Amongst those whom I noticed

present were Mrs Isidore Alexander. Misses Bleazard. Mrs Pos-

seneskie. Mrs Moses. Misses Bates. Mrs Bunby. Misses Harding.
Miss Stephenson and Miss Brown tOnehungai. Madame Schmitt.
Mr- Innes. Madame Tutschka. and many other ladies well-
known in musical circles.

Miss Mabel Kelly, who has been ona visit toEngland and the
Continent for the past two years,unexpectedly returnc-d to Auck-
land by the Te Anau from Sydney last week.

Among the various costumes,plain and fancy dress, worn at
Mrs Hay s complimentary benefit jn theVictoria Hall were the

following:—Miss F. McCormick, blue evuning dress : Mr W. Mc-
Cormick. Baldwin: MrC. Hay. Faust: Miss M. Hav. Egyptian;
Miss Trevithick. Eastern 1-idy ; Miss E. Goodwin. Court cos-
tume : Miss E. Pearce, pale blue evening costume : Miss F.
Smith, blue: Miss C. Smith, cream: Miss Dacre. blue evenin’*
dress : Miss M. Aicken. Black Fairy: Mr C. Owen. Gondolier ; Mr
J. H. Morton. Jack Point : Miss E. Howard, prettv pink evening
dress ; Miss T. Binney. Greek Lady : Mis- A. Binne'v. Marguerite :
Miss G. Whitelaw;. Grace Darling: Miss C. Sioman. ‘Coinin’
Thro’the Rye:’ Miss M. E. Morton. Tambourine Giri; Miss N.

Rees, pink evening dress; Miss Rees, cream: Miss B. Gitto-.
.F.-thetic Maiden: Mi-s F. Sioman. Nancy Lee: Mr A. G.
Bennett. Mexican Jo: Miss J. Bridgewater.' German Peasant •
Mi-s A. Caldwell.' Long. Long Ago; Miss Atkinson, cream and
old gold evening dress: Mi-s E. Atkin-on. pale blue and white •
Mr C. Owen. Turk: Mr J. Caldwell. Jockey: Mr B. Keesing.
•Old Guard. Among the gentlemen in plain attire were Messrs
Bartley. Baker. Orbell. Gittos. Cook. < larke. Peacock" Self.
Upton. Harris. Sioman. Hamond. Howard, etc., etc.

A most enjoyable Leap Year Calico and Fancy Dress Ball was
given in St. George’s Hall on the30th of September as a return to
the gentlemenof Mr F. C. Bassett s popular dancing class. The
interior of the hall was never seen tobetter advantage, the decor-
a’ionsbeing most tasteful. At theendofthchall was a very large
’ Welcome.’ and fe-tooned in and round about it were the word- •
• I>‘t your hearts be merry at our Leap Year Ball, but beware the
glances which the heart enthral.’with flags and evergreens, it
had a very pretty effect. In the early part of the eveningand up
tillmidnight Mrsb. Ba*s Vtt and Miss Lockhart acted as M.C.’s.
doing all in their power to makethe ball enjoyable,and when they
retired on the stroke of twelve. Mr Ba-sett took up the duties.
Hannkin’s Band (three! provided excellent dancemusic. The com-
mittee. MesilamesF. Bassett and Taylor, and Mis-es Taylor. Ixx k-
harr. Tanner.Geri-h.deal.and Hampton, are to be complimented
upon the brilliant success they achieved. There were about sixty
couples on the floor. The costumes were: Mi-s Booth. French
Pea-ant: Mi-s Townley, Elsie in ‘The Yeomen of the Guard ;

Tanner. Mary. Mary, Quite Contrary : Miss Marsden. Winter:
a!- 55 Basfett.Nancy Lee; Miss Taylor. Ponsonby Rowing Club;
Mks Jordan. Love Among the Roses: Miss L. Grey. Queen of
the blowers: Miss Hampton. Charity Girl: Mrs *F. Bassett,
b orget-me-not; Miss Cronin, Xight : Miss Cornish. Grandpapa's
Darling; Miss _\\ Grey. Ivy: Miss Connell. Xight: Miss Wave!,
brench bisherwoman : Mrs Collingwood. Union Jack : Mrs Scott.
Court Lady; Miss Stewart. Grace Darling: Miss Long. XancyLee: Miss Jennings. Ophelia: Miss Jennings. Greek Girl: Miss

Phillips, b orget-me-not: Miss G. Calvert. Biuebell; Miss Sinclair,
summer; Mrs Taylor. Red Cross Xurse: Miss Evans. Dorothy:
Miss Clarkson. \achting Belle : Miss deal. Romp: Miss Liddiard.
Innocence: Miss Lockhart. Parlourmaid: Miss Priestly. Swiss
Peasant : Miss Redgate, Schoolgirl: Miss E. Redgate. Innocence.

1hose in eveningdress were Mrs Da\ y. Mr- Powlev. Mrs Daniels,
Mi« Taylor. Mi-s Warden. Miss Baldero. Mrs Reid. Mrs Moller.

.'L‘KLssick. Mrs Nicolas. Miss McCarty. Miss A. Redgate.
The following gentlemen wore fancy costumes:—Messrs Moore,
Mark Antony; Maxwell. Courtier: Lysaght. Judge: Dennis.
Greek Fisherman: deal. Troubadour: S. Grev. Yachtsman;
Potts. Robin Hood: F. C. Bassett. Turk : Walker. James the
Footnian: Hampton. Turk: s?linn. Hans the Boatman: Vinni-
combe. Midshipman : Xelson. Baker : R. Calvert. Cook : S.Slynn.
Sailor: Todd. Sailor: J. Grahame. Ponsonbv Rowing Club; Knox,
Eawn Tennis: Cook. Planter: A Calvert. Cricketer: Taylor. St.
John s Ambulance : Doulle. Yachtsman : Cremer. Cavalryman :
raylor. Bugler: Drew. Xaval: L. Corbett. Volunteer: Wilson.
Amateur: R. Grey. Football Rep: Fowler. Man-o’-War Sailor;

Yachtsman : Halstead. LawnTennis: Daniels, Cricketer :
btichbury. \ achtsman.

DRESSES AT MISS BRIGHAM S AFTERNOON TEA.

Mrs Brigham wo” ' a handsome dress of brown cloth, relieved
with point lace; Mis.- Brigham looked charming in blue : Miss
< oleinan. brown velvet: Miss Wright looked nice in a prettv
gown of brown cloth, with cream silk vest: Miss Bankhart, dark
blue dress ; Mi-s Cox (Te Arohai looked nice in black : Miss Tole,
peacock blue : Miss Worsp. pretty dress of navy embroidered
with pale blue: Miss Bews wore a becoming dress of navyblue
serge, tan vest and cuffs; Miss Philips, dars plaid dress, jacket
</i trimmed with fur : Miss Dixon looked verv well in black
cashmere, white vest and cuff’s: Miss Whitsun,navy blue : Miss
Johnstonlooked nice in a pretty greengown: Miss M. Bews. grey
check dress.

Muriel.

WELLINGTON.
Dear Bee, September 29.

Foil’s farewell concertlast week was a great success.
.Madame Cole wore a black velvet trained gown, the bodice
tr.mined with gold embroidery and beetle s wings and diamond
ornaments : Miss Bertha Rossow wore bright red silk trained, the
front veilei with black lace and trimmed with red ribbons
nnished with jet ornaments: Miss Emelia Wood wore b’ack lace
W1«

j

a and lace sleeves. The night was wet and
cold, and all the ladies kept tbeir cloaks on.

DRESSES AT THE THEATRE.

The beautiful dresses worn by the actresses in the HollowayC qmpany were greatly admired. In ‘ The World Against her?
Mi-s Deorwyn wore a very rich gown of bright crimson shot with
yedow <ind made with a long, sweeping train, the low bodice
trimmed with goldbraid.andlater onshe looked very well in cream
soft siik braided with gold, and wore acAic little hat of white felt
and ostrich tips. Her sister wore a very prettv heliotrope cash-
mere. s.ightly trained, and trimmed with deep violet velvet, and
wore a sweet little hat of bronze lace trimmed with blush roses.

I believe all. or nearly all. the gaietyof the session is over. We
have a Harmonic concert inprospect, and alsoa dance tobe given
in Ihomas Hall by the Misses Tuckey. otherwise I have not heard
of anything else. The session youngladies have nearlv all de-
parted. I think Miss Mabel t?tudholme and Miss Tabart', both of
Christchurch, are the only visitors left, and they leave verv soon.

Ruby.

GISBORNE.

Dear Bee, September 23.
The programme at the

ENTERTAINMENT BY THE GARRICK AMATEUR CLUB

was an excellent one. The tableaux werea tremendous success,
the first ’ Queenof tneseasons, beingquife apictorial feast. Miss
\\ illiamson was Queen.Misses Adair. Jessie Williamson. Watson,
andr rascr (Seasons) in prettily blending draperies, flowers, and
wreaths. In the scene ' braid the Raven Hair from the ‘ Mikado ’
the grouping and colouring were very effective. Miss Campbell
personating the artless Yum-yum: and Aiis-es \\ arson. Fraser,
and Campbell, her maidens. Miss Adair, in pretty pink silk
(.iarabaid!over black satin skirt, accompanied the singers ; Misses
Paiairet. Adair, and \\ atson.when next the curtain rose, were
discovered enjoying ‘Scandal and Tea.’ Anotherprettv tableau
was ‘ Two’s Company. Threes Xone. Miss Williamson being the
Madame de Trop. Miss V. Crawford and Mr A. Fraser the happv
two. 'When the World was Young.’ and,’J he Three Graces’
(Misses McPhail. Williamson, and Paiairet) were memorable
pictures. Father Kehoe played the overture,a brilliant famasie
on Irish airs, and also sang a whimsical ballad ; Mr Ward, in

grotesque Masher costume, contributed twocomic songs (encored),
and with .Mr Dalrymple sang the ever favourite ’Larboard’
Watch ’: Miss Fraser, the *Glou Glou ’ song from 'La Mascotte’
(exquisitely renderedi: and Mr Langford, avery prettv ballad. In
the lively little comedy "Turn Him Out,’ which concluded this
most enjoyable entertainment. Mr A. Foster as Xicodemus Nobbs
(anitinerant vendorof juvenile toys), the nimble, hilarious, and
pugilistic protector of thesprightly little maid Susan(Miss Fraser,
in short frock of emerald green, lace trimmed apron. kerchieL
and cap), and hermistress iMiss M.Campbell, in elegant Princess
robe of applegreenandnceile lace) : and Mr T. Currie »Mackintosh
Moke) were almost professionally perfect andkept the fun going
to the end. Ihe part of Eglantine Roseleaf, an exquisite dude,
was cleverly sustained by Mr H. Watson. 1 hear that the gross
amountof the taking reached £25. '1 hough Miss Fraser made her
first appearancein this entertainment, she was so successful that
many p-ople are saying she is the best amateur that has hitherto
favoured us.

Grace.

NAPIER.

Dear Bee, September 24.

Just my luck! Mailboat late again, so that you
will not receive this in time for this week’s paper.

We have been greatly enchanted with the Italian Concert
Company. It is needless for me to tell you about them, as
they go through the colony, and of course you have heard them.
They have been drawing crowded houses, and I think nearlv
everyoneboth in town and country was there. It is no usemymentioning names for it wo”ld take up far too much room, as the
whole town seemedcrammed into the T heatre. The night the Com-
pany arrived a grand public reception was held, and never before
have 1 seen such an immense concourseof people in Xapier. The
reception was heldin honourofSignora Cuttica. at the rear of the
Masonic Hotel. The city band was there, headed by torch-bearers.
The scene was a most impressive one. The balcony of the hotei
was festoonedwith large coloured lantern-, and. oh,’the crowds of
people! The band played two pieces. ‘Springs Delight.’ and
‘ Majenta. after whicha small choir, composed of Messrs Pollock.
Finch. Sheath. C. D. Kennedy. Neilson. R. Hunt, and H. Hunt
sang ‘Slumber Sweetly. Dearest.’ and ‘Thuringian Volk.-teid.
Then the band played another selection. Fair Flora Decks the
Meads.’ and after that the Company responded by singing the

Neapolitan boat song. ‘ Funicule Funicula. The crowd was most
enraptured, and thunderedforth applause. The people would not
ceasetheir cries of ‘encore.’ until the Compiiny re appeared uponthe balcony and sangthe last verse of the song ove” again. Such
a scene

has
neverbefore been witnessed in Napier.

A rather nasty buggy accident occurred in Hastings recently,
which might have been attended with very serious results, but
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