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HE Postmaster General is my subject to day, and a
I very agreeable one he is; agreeable for several
reasona—first, because he ia one of the good-locking
men of the Hoase ; secondly, becanse his manners are, like
his ewile, very prepos~essing ; thirdly, because he has a nice
voice whicl he can use in debate with excellent effecr with-
ont ever overstepping the boumds of lepitimate eriticism
fonrthly, lecavse ke ia an able and eoccessful Minister;
Gthly, because he is a charming and popular mewber of
society ; eixthly, because he is a devoted bushand and
atfectionate son ; and seventhly, becanse, so far as appears,
there is nothing objectionable abont him.
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Owing, probably, to hia happy combination of agreeable
with more sterling eharacteristics, the Hon. Mr Ward has
had the good fortube tn mttain to an emineut position in
the very meridian of his days, for as he was born in 1837,
hia years mow number only seme thirty five, an age when
most men wha begin life without peculiar advantages are
atill prinding away at the fonndation of their furtume's
edifice. Mr Ward, on the contrary, upreared his as though
by magie, and, apparently, was able to ' command sngeess
from the outset, a result, however, not at ail attributable
to 'accident,' or * Inck.” but the outcome of superior busi-
ness faculty, united with inteprity of conduact, and, donbt-
less, aided by his pleasant manners.
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1 am sorry not ta be able to claim Mre Ward, ahsolutely,
as a compatriot, since he was bora in Melbourne, but, as he
was brought to New Zealand while still & small child, he is
the very next thing to the zeouipe article, and, certainly,
hia career is one im which we may all take pride, He
Legan it very early in his ‘teens, when he eotered the Post
and Telegraph Departmzne, in which he remained some
three yair3, arpuiring exprrieace which has sioez proved
useful, and gaining an insight into its workiog and draw.
backs which bas stimulated him, in his capacity of Post-
master-lieneral, to intreduce many needed reforms.
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Rat in those days his eoterprizing episit and mental
mctivities found no tield for their exercise in a department in
which he uecessatily occupied a very suberdipate position ;
s0, (uitting the seivice, he entered a couoling house, where
for four years, he applied himsaelf ro garcering i stores of
commereial konwledge, and to obtaining a practical ac-
quaintance with the details of mercantile life. Five years
later, while sca.cely of age, we lind the enarageous future
Mipister estallizhed in business on bis own aceount, in lo.
vercargill as a whulesale export grain and prodoce mer.
chant, . . .
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Fourteen years only have elapsed since thep, but such
hasheen Me Wanl's phenonenal succesa, that, besidesowning
extencive establishments at the Eluif, Gore, and elsewhere,
his prain srores at [nvercargill aow cover an area of three-
iuarters nf 8o acre: aod he 13 on the poiat of erecting ex-
tensive warehouses in the Empize Ciry, having, for that
purprse, arquired n first class site il joining Yaeen's Wharf,
Various other enmmercial enterprisea have received ap im-
petus from Mr Ward's conpection with them, and he has
also, with a view to epeounrazing awd developing Southland
paatoral interests, eatablished importaat freezing works at
the Blatl,
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Although Mr Warnl's commereial faculties displayed such
an early and rapid development, it must oot be supposed
that all his eoergies were absorbed in the accumulation of
*hlthy luere.’ Nothing, indeed, eould be farther fram the
truth, for his temiparamnt was snch as to dispose bimte
the full enjoyment of the pleas:ires and pastimes natural to
unapoiled youth, aml he therefore found time for feld
sports, aod aquatic conteats: for muzie, dance, aml song.
He is very fond of musie, and sings very well indeed ; his
voice being & pleasant baritone. He i3 fond of dancing,
and, indeed, of nll socia! pleasures, anl ia excellent com-
pany : he excela in arteraiinoer speeches, hic remarks being
Lrief, poiuted, and felicitous,
-' 3 ks : - -'c
His rublic life began soon after his majority when be
was elrcted o a seat on the [rough Conneil of Camphell-
town, of which he subsequently became Mayor. He was
alwo for many yenrs & member of the Blufl Harbuar Board,
for & copsiderable part of the time Glliog the position of
Chairman. In all Jocal enterprises he was to be found
taking & foremnat part: the Tovercargill Ather:um, the
Campbelltawn (Crickel Ulnb, the Ssuthland lowing Cluh,
owp him as President ; he iv A memher of the Invercargill
Chamber nf Commeice, amul i+ mlan Captain of the THuf
Navals, 8 corpa he was chielly inetrumental in furniing, snd
which, at the time uf the Pariliaka tronbles, proved its
patristism by uiferiog ita services unoreservedly to the
Lioveroment.

Mr Ward entered the Honse of Representatives in 1887,
having sncteaelully eontested the Awsrum seat. Daring
that Parliament he displayed the jndicions reticence of a
wise and modest man, but the fioaocial ability characteris-
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ing his occasional speeches secured biru an attentive hearing
whenever he felt impelled to address the Honse. At the
last general election his retarn to Parliament was nnop-
posed, and, on the formation of the Ballance Ministry, he
was offered a seat in the Cahinet. His acceptaace of the
portfolio of Postmaster-General was hailed with very general
satizsfactinn, for his peculiar qnalifications were widely
known, and his conrteons manners had made him popalar
with men of all parties. His management of his depart-
ment has been such as to win him the esteem of all Lia sub-
ordinates, and maav useful reforms attest ite excelleuce,
the greatest boon being his system of classilication for the
officers,
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Mr Ward represented the colony with enuspicuousability
at the Australian Postal Coaferecce, where he did good
service for New Zealand. Qur Postmaster-General is very
well-koown in the other colonies over which he has travelled
several times, In Sydney and Melbourne be has many
friends his fignre being almost as well known in those citiea
as it is in Invercargill.

+ .
L Py

Mre Ward is, as Mt Ward's wife should be, a charming
and gracefn! woman ; her pretty slight figare is above the

medium height, her features are good, complexion bright and
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clear, n3poers very agreeable, her fair hair in toroed back
frum & smooth, epen brow, her eyes are of aclear, solt grey,
and her smile exceedingly winning. Like her hosband,
Mn Ward enjoys society, and social pleasures, snd s

passionately fond of mnsie. Politically, she has no personal
ambition, being qoite content to gather laurel wreatbs by
proxy ; the vote she thinks women are entitled Lo, bnt she
feels no overpowering interest in queations of Woman's
Rights, and regards with aversion any soggestion of the
poasibility of the weaker sex some day ocenpying seats in
the connkry's legislature,

I¥ Auckland : Some pretty frocks were woen at the
husnt lunch at Alberon.  Mrs A, Kerr-Taylor looked
3 charming in pary blne with gald and nary braid

* passcmenterie ; Mirs Eerr-Taylor wore black, with a

white vest, which was exchanged for & black cloth

habit with shirt frant and cotlar, in which she looked

Vet pretty ; Miss Mijdred was in becoming tomata-

red braided with black @ Misa Violet, in a similar

costume . Mrs (Coloaeh Ilawson were ruby., with fur

boa: Miss Hanks navy dress, paie blue vest. three-

quarter jacket with raccoon fur, hat to bharmonize ;

Mizs Larkins was in gre¥, with black and gold bonnet: Mrs W,
Rattray wore a dark clath dress, cape lined with rrimson. hat to
match; Miss Scherff looked well in her warm jaeket, small
brown and drab hat: Mr= Bloomfield'= dark green habit and sflk
hat suit her golden hair to perfectien ; Mrs Ware lpoks stylish in
drab, small Derby bat: Miss Bull wears a navy habit tall these
have manizh shirts visible at the throat); Mrs Ching looked well
in black dress. cock’s feather boa. and rmall black hat with a
wing in it.—-."=In Christchurch : The numerous friends of Mr
and Mrs Pat Campbell were very glad to welcome them back
from England after a two years’ absence. A special welcome being
agrarded the little daughter. Piper MeKay and several other
tricnda went through to Lyttelton to be the Arst to greet them,
and no doubt the atrains of the bagpipes were quite intelligible to
the returning wanderers Who hase been educated up to i [ was
told fsays pur correspondent) he ithe piper) was playing. - The
Campbells are Comin’ "and other appropriate airs, but I never
can distinguish ene from apother. Ar and Mrs Camphell are at
preseni staying at Warners until they find a euitable house,
which we hope will be in or near Christcaurch,  Admiral and Mra
Murray - Aynsley are also visiters at the same hotel. The
Admiral is5 a brother of Mr Murras-Ayosley, Riverlaw.— " —
Io Dunedin : At Miss Dymock’s wedding zome remarkably hand-
some dresses were wWorn. A mimber of the new styles of bodices
made their appearance. suiting some of the wearers admirably,
Among these 3Mrs Morris wore a bandsome =itk dress, and
carriecd a large yellow bouquet: Jrs A, Morris (junioe),
stylish costume of grey trimmed with grey silk. and large
grey epaulets. grey hat to match; Mrs J. Roberts. handsome
black silk with long coat body, black and yellow bonnet,
large bouquet of yellow datfodils ; Mrs Ridings, olive green ailk;
Miss Spence, pretty fawn tweed with zonave body. vest of brown
velvet, biack lace liat with yellew flowers and black relvet
strings ; Miss G. Neill. stylish costume of green and crim<on
with long coat bodice; 3MMrs Michie, grey dress rrioimed
with black lace, and black and pink boanet: Mrs G. L. liennis-
ton, black and white silk with jet trimminga Amongst those
thal have looked nice in the street lately are Mrs Turton, wearing
a very handsome fawn tweed, the skirt, gauntlers. and coliar
edge:d with a parrow brown asirachan, black feather boa, and
black bonnet; Miss Zellr, brown check tweed, long blark coat,
black hat with feathers; Miss M, Williams, grey tweed, Lbhe
baxlice and :kirt edged with grey estrachan; Miss Alexander,
choceolate prown tweed, giey fwr boa, and grey felt bat teimmed
with grey feathira; Miss Gibsom, st¥lish costume of fawn
trimned with brown ; Miss Sievwright, embroidered French grey
cashmire. gauntlets and vest of white embroidered with silver.
large black bat: Mrs W, Heslop, hand=ome brown tweed. —.7, —
In Hasting-: Mrs Urosse was in lown weariog & preliy blue grey
gawn. very pretty boa Lo match and stylish hat; Miss Barker
wears a fawn gown. becoming little capote: Mis Tippiog looks
very 5stylish in a dark gown. black jacket. black Bond-street hat
with broad cream band ; Miss Kingswell is wearing a most L=
coming vieux-rose tweed gown, black net hat with ribbon bows
o mateh the gown: 3liss Gleeson looks neat in & fawn tweed
gown, blouse. cut-a-way jacker. s:ylish hat. —_- .—In Napier: Mm
Jarvia wears dark red gown, small white sailor hut, with red
band : Mrs Wells (Danevirke) 13 staying intoan. She wearsa
very stylish dark costume. white waistcont, stylish hat. Lady
Whitmore is in much better health siner coming 1o reside in
Napier. =he has a charming residence on the Esplannde, called
*The Blues' — A very appropriate name. as the hoase is
&ky blue. Mr Fairfax Fenwicke has been laid up at the Masoniu
Hotel witha =evere cold. She s about agnin, and is wearing a rich
brown co-tumnc. becoming hat: Miw Gore looked well in grey
tweed gown (tailormader, small bonnet with yellow flowers;
Miax Hamlin looked very charning in town, she was wearing
grey #kirt, light blouse, grvy jacket. exquirite hat with bird=:
Miss Carrie Sution looks well in dark gown. blouse with frills,
rustic hat. Miss Claudia Shaw has been on A visit 10 Wellington,
=he is louking very stFlich in a new dark coatume, becoming hat.

A man can hite & house in Japan, keep two rervacts, and
live on the fat of Lhe land, all tor & little over £4 a month,

An insalt from certain sources is & eompliment, When
ao mes kicks st you be does so because he recognizes thay
youo are uslike bim.

THE Booknof the Season: ‘FRANK MELTON'SLUCK.'
Price, One Shilling. All Booksallers.



