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A vERY large honss greeted Signor Foli on hia opening
night in the Empire City. The large Upeea Honse was
erewded, and the audience included u large party from
Government House—Lord and Lady Glasgaw, Col. Pat
Boyle, Miss Hallowes, the Ladiex Boyle, Capt. Hunter-
Blair, Mr Clayton and Mr Gillington, all of whom appeared
to thoroughly enjoy the concerk. The great singer was, of
course, encared again and again, and was very good natared
in responding to such enth

MBRs Jacors, the Deanery (Christchurch), gave a ¢hil-
dren’a party, which was greatly enjoyed by all the little
folk.

Mgs Jonx BEavsoxt, Abberley, Christchurch, gave a
pleasant luncheon party. Her guests were : =M G. G.
Stead, Mrs Canningham, Mra Weston, Mra W, B. Common,
Mra Johe Aiken, Mes W. I). Meares, Mta M. Macpherson,
Mra Mateon and Mrs C. Matson, The table was exquisitely
appointed and decorated, the centre having a crumpled
Lillowy bank of crépy material in a soft shade of blue with
three centie pieces in silver, the middle one being rather
tall, lilled wish double and siogle daffodils. A very enjoy-
able afternoon was spent.  Mrs Beanmont will shortly take
a trip Home with ber hosbaod.

THE Blenheim Huat Ciub Races, held on the Riveriands
Hacecaurse, were most successful, and very fairly attended.
The day was bright and sunny, but cold, so there were no
spring costnmes worn by the ladies, who wese atl most sen-
silly and seasonably clad. . Most of the races were very ex-
citing, with cluse finishes. Mr Hutherford's capital team
was much admired ou the conree. Among the horses ran-
ning Prioce Cale * took the cake,’ as someene slangily re-
maiked, so far as regards lonks, but as he did not win any-
thing *looks were deceptive.’ Mangama disappointed ws
very much, a3 his form in the hunting season was well-
He {ooked trained Loo fine, howerver,

known.

THE Dunedio School of Art Clab had a crowded hali
every evening, especiaily upon concert nights. It is ex-
pected that & number of the pictures will sell, Each
ticket gave & chance of drawing & picture, and when the
lucky nambers were made koown the Choral Hall was
packed.

Mer E. B. HayWaRD, in conpection with the other office-
bearers, morks hard to make the Ciob a suceess. This is
only the second exhibition of the Club, which is formed
chiefly of members who are engaged in other occupaticns
during tha day. The Society is a self-suppostiog one, and
about £50 worth of prizes have been allowed each year.
Every work exhibited is distinctly originsl, anything in the
shape of & copy being at once rejected.

THE Club meets at the School of Act, Moray Place, every
alternate Friday for the purpese of stady from the living
model, or to hear lectures delivered or papers read upon
art or kiadred subjects. Daring the summer months ex-
cuarsions are made for the purpose of sketchiog from Nature.
tireat contidence is felt that the Club will eatablish a per-
manent selling club.

Tue famouna oaks in Goveromeut House grounds, Auck-
land, are now clothed in their most delicate coats of green.
The mild spring weather, with its plentiful showers, has
produced its nsual result of exquisite Howers of every de-
ecription. One amateur gardener in Eden Terrace'is dis-
playiog 8 wmaguificent bed of cionerarias, about three
hundred and fifty plants, grows in the open air, which pre-
sent # marvellous mass of gorgeous colour, This gentleman
has also some rare bulbs, masy of them having been im-
ported from the Continent at a cost of thirty-five shillings
a bulb.

A carTan dance was given by Mis James Scott at lier
residence, ' Mahinga,' Danedin, on the evening of the wed-
ding-day of her daughter, Miss Annabella Scott. It always
seemss @ pity that on these occasions the bride and bride-
groom de oot stay to, at least, set the ball relling. This
dance i3 described as “one of the jolliest of parties.' The
large dining-room was the ball-room, the floor was perfect,
and the dances asimated and gay.

THFE drawing-room was prepared for cairds, and here be-
tween the dances the guesis rested. The breakfast room
wan devoted to vhe supper, and looked simply beautifnl
with apring flowers, smong which lovely camellias bloomed.
The hospitable hostess had made every provision for the
comfort of her guests, receiving them in the chaiming
heliotrope gown she bad woro st the wedding.

Mr AND Miss STUDHOLME, of Canterbury, arranged s
vary plessant driving party a few days ago. Unfortuoately
tha weather was not quite all that could be desired, but
notwithstanding this the large drag was inll, and & merry
time they had driving to and from the Hatt, where they
had aftersoon tea. Seveisl of the Government House
party were present besides more than a dozen others,

THE paper hunt, which took place in Gisborne at Mr G.
L. Sunderland’s, Lavenham, proved very enjoyable. Mr
W. Wethered suffered a rather serions accident, Lut re-
covered sufliciently in the evening to atiend the Italian
Upera Company'’s concert at the Theatre Royal.

THE Northern Club intend to give an ' At Home * during
the visit of Hia Excellency the Governor.

A NOTAILE event in cuonnection with the early settlement
of the colony is announced to take place on next Monday
week in the Choral Hall, and which promises to be unigue
of its kind, Oan the 10ih Oectober, 1842, the passengers of
the ships Duchess of Argyle and Jane Gitfurd were landed
on our shores, and & more suilable class conld not have been
found for laying the foundation of a preat city. They were
nearly all young married couples, and skilled workmen re-
presenting every trade. Tle present genaration can hardly
realise the weariness, labour, and toil endured by the early
settlers ; localities were mot clearly defined in those days,
when people frequently lost their way half- way up, what
we now call Symonds-street. It is now arranged to hold &
re-union of the old eol s and the p of the above
vessels on the above date, and as the 194 of Uetober, 1092,
will complete the jubilee year we wish them all suceess at
ita celebration.

Miss KaTie S81NCLAIR (Bleaheim) gave & small birthday
party to her friends, when dancing and gomes were kept up
with much spirit, and greatly enjoyed.

HuystoUs: and pathas, joking and grieving, laughter and
tears, how imextrieably they are mingled in this world of
ours, so that the master of the one art is almost invaribly
the trnest artist in the other; and the man who can most
quaintly tickle our fancies is he who reaches inost unfail-

ingly, throngh the ever growing crust of worldliness, and
togehes whak surrounds 1hat strange thing we semetimes
call our heart. Narrow is the line between the sublime and
the ridicnlous, narrower still that which divides screaming
faree from gravest tragedy. Nay, the twe ofsen run conenr-
rently, the one on the face, and the other in the soul, Some-
what vaguely expressed, perhaps, and scarcely developed,
these ideas as imaginings that spring from music ofien are.

For in good trath  The Yeomen of the Guard * is the eub-
ject on which these paragraphbs shounld by right deal. There
ia 8 sadnesss, & gentle melancholy, melancholy of the plesa-
sant description so admirably deseribed by that clever
homorous writer, J. M. Barrie (whose isteimediate
Dits of pathos are veritable gems), in this opera ibat is
couducive to meditation, and meditation is a great breeder
of vain imaginings. Of all Gilbert and Saillivan's operas,
this is the strangest and incomparably the mos; beautiful
frum & musician's point of view. It is the opers that will
live long after * The Gondoliers,” ¢ Patience,’ and ' Pinafore,’
ay, even the * Mikado,  have pavsed away. It was a shoekiog
misnomer, bowever, to term it comic opera. It istragic of the
tragic ! There ie folly, but that is merely lighting, there is
laoghter, bas “uis the laughier followed by a lump ia the
throat. It iz prerieely becanse there is so much fun and
frivolity ou the surface that we feel su keenly the bitterness
of the half hidden griel. The sorrow ia not naked, but half-
draped, your nude figure is never suggestive. The death
wound eeldom shown.

THE ‘Yeomeo of the Guard' sirikes & note with the
vibrations of which we are all familiar. The farce of
the merryman and his waid, with a gay face and stricken
heart, isplayed every day by these around us, and sooner or
later in life the curtain goes up when it is cur turn to take n
principal character. Some of ns would seem, iodeed, to
play the part =n well that our life is but u series of nad
encores. Miserie me, lack a day dee—do we not all know
the play? How well, how far too wetl ! The emiling lace,
10 seli and serene, the ready laugh produced at such a coat,
the shuddering jollity, the dance of death, are they not like
the poor, alweys with us while we are eatiog onr very
hearta out.

CoME good or ill, and comie love and life, despair or death,
worrow, shame, disgrace, through them all maoy of us have
to turn to the grioning, gaping nudience of the woild

siling facs.  Gaily we play our part and the fools applaud ;
londly we langh, louder and louder, for we would fain
drown the passionate beating of our breaking hearts, mnd
then when the last joke is made sod the audience has gone
cackling home, and the gay lights and giddy throng have
given place to the darkness and si'enc= we eraved for, then,
while the rain beats sadly on the roof, and the wind howls
in sorrowinl cadences round the desolate homse, then we
can tear the mumming mask of artificiality off, and turn to
the eky and to our God the white, drawn face of grief un-
consolable.

NEXT day we resume the niask.

NULLIVAK'S greatest opera is admirably ioterpreted by
the Williamson ¢)pera Conpany, and all over the colony
there is a treat—a very real treat—in store. ]t would be
hard to bestow too moch praise on the admirable mounting.
Vocally, the opera is just a little beyond the company, but
the orchestra covereth a mmuliitunde of sins, Mr Bracy ia
to be as warmly congratulated a3 manager as he is in hie
admirable rendering of the fine tenor part of Fairfax.
Misa Graupner makes a most bewitching Elsie, and givea
evidences of vocal and histrionic powere which were hidden
till the opportunity of a delightfnl character ealled them
forth. Miss Vailey is altogetiier charming as Phoebe, and
has ihe complete sympathy of the aundience. And poor
Jack Point! Well, it was Jack ’oint that cansed all that
moralisation. If Mr Lauti cannotfind the truest compliment
in that tribate to his pawers in the halt & column of senti-
mental meandering preceding this, for which he aidel
ani abatted, ani Gilbert and Sallivan were entirely respon-
sible, well, he oughi never to gat & notice again.

Ovr Wellington correspondent telegraphs - — * Signor
Foli conelnded a series of most sueeessful c¢incerts in the
©)pera House on Saturday night.  His Excellency the Ge-
vernor and Lady (ilasgow, accampanied Ly ome of their
daughters and Captain Hunter-Blair, A.ID.C., were pre.
sent. The concert was excellent threvghout, Signor Foli
being in splendid voice. Dy special request of Lord Uilaa-
gow, the Signor eang *Ruoddier than the Cherry,” giving
in respense to an enthusiastic encore, (iounod’s ‘ She Alone
Charmeth My Sadness,’ in niagnilicent atyle. Signor Foli's
other sonps were, *In Sheltered Vale,” with * Mavonreen,
Dearest ” as the encore, and ' I'm off to Philadelphia,’ which
being as usuak, encored, was fullowed by * The Wedding oi
Shen McLean.” The Company gave one more performance
on Monday night, when an oratorie occupied the first part
of the programme, whilst the secend ineluoded Signor Folia
greatest success ‘Father U'Flyns, and * Bedvuin Love Song,’
ete.

Tue incumbent of St. Matthew’s Anglican Charch,
Hassiogs, hes met with a magnificent response to his appeal
to the congregation to pay off the chareh debt. lLast Sun-
iay, un the occasion of the special oHertory, the collectino
amounted to £1,250. This inclnded a chegue for £500, ard
two for £100. The Her. J. Hobbs teels that the Chuteh of
Engiaud has some grierous friendn in Hawke's Tiay.

Miss Extiny Jonysruy gave s small and very delizhiful
dance in Fitzheibert Teriace, Wellinzton. The drawing-
ruom was used for dancing, and & delicions supper was pre-
pared upstairs. The music was splendid.  The decorations
were particularly beautiful, coneisting of draped pot-plants,
palms, greensry aond flowers, the whole seitly illuminated
with shaded lamps., Tt goes withont saying that the Scoteh
Keel was daneed.

AXoTiER small party eveotuated on Saturday pigh,
Heptember 24th, at the hoose of dMrs T, C. Williams, Wel-
lington, from 9 to 12 o'cleck. Music was given io the
drawing room, and dancini enjoyed in the Farge hall.

I8 the afternoon, Mr and Mre James Mills (Dupedin}
gave a small water-party. Abont a duzen guests went in
the steain lannch Kake across Wellington Natbour to the
fortitications, where afterpunn tea waas much apprecinted,
The outing was st enjoyable, Lthe weather being glosious,

at Goverament
There will be

ANOTHER "Atv llome’ is apocunced
House on Thursday Irom 8 o'clock il 12
danciog.

MR JUDE,
Mu JUDK opens his seacon in Auckland next week at the
City Hall. Readern of this paper nead nofurther intiod wetion
to 1he groat vocalist so far as these columns are cancerned.
Herein he hns lignred [regnently, and always in connection
with something pleasant,  Mr .!l_ule s projvess thiough the
enlony has been one of unqualified success, and to judge
friom the numerons and lengthy disqnisitions sn his rerit«
which have reached ns from the Soath during the last few
monthe, Mr Jode will acore another triumph snd do wure
good work in Auckland.



