
HOLY TRINITY CHURCH, DEVONPORT.

THE first building bearing the above designation was

opened for public worship by Bishop Selwyn on

Sunday, September 3rd, 1865. It was a small
church, capable of seating about one hundred and eighty
people. Though small, it was fully adequate to the re-

quirements of the population then resident in Devonport.
Thirty five years ago there were about fifteen families
settled in what was then called ‘The Flagstaff.’ In those

days aclergyman from Auckland paid occasional visits to

the residents of Devonport, and, as there was neither school

nor church, services were held in the houses of the settlers.

The excellent ferry service of today was not then, nor for

many years after, in existence. Communication with
Auckland was by sailing boats.

A change, however, came when the shipbuilding industry
was established on the North Shore in 1860 The popula-
tion of the district was considerably increased, and it soon

became necessary to make some suitable provision for

religious worship. But the diffi?ulty then as now was to

raise the money required for the purpose. The eaily
settlers, however, were not easily discouraged. They set

to work and collected enough money to add to the little

building, which then served the purposes of school and

church. Subsequently a more ambitious scheme was mooted.
This was the erection of a church. A canvass of the
district was made and promises of subscriptions received.
The estimated cost of the new- church was £5OO, but the
lowest tender was £6OO. However, in various ways a

sufficient sum was collected to justify the church committee

n proceeding with the work. The result was the erection

and dedication of a handsome little church in 1865 It was

duly announced that the church would be opened on

September 3rd of that year by Bishop Selwyn. The morn-

ing was very stormy. St. Paul’s choir was brought over in

the ferry steamer Waitemata, the first to ply between

North Shore and Auckland. But no Bishop Selwyn was

with them. The wind was rising, and it seemed hopeless to

expect theßishopthatday. Just, however,as theclergyman,
Mr Kerr, was preparing to take the whole service himself a

whaleboat was descried leaving Judge’s Bay. A few

minutes afterwards the Bishop was seen steering a boat

manned by a crew of Melanesians, and literally ‘ riding

upon the storm.’ He was joyfully welcomed when he drove

the boat hard up on the beach and leaped ashore to avoid

the surf. The church was crowded, the Bishop more than
usually impressive, and the choir gave a rare musical treat.

Such was the opening service in the first church of the Holy
Trinity. In the roll of seat holders the following well-

known names occur:—Captains Burgess, Wynyard, and

Filder, Messrs Duder, O. Mays, W. H. Brown, Seaman,
Alison, and H. M. Jervis.

The present church is a large and substantial building
erected within the last twelve years, and seated for nearly
five hundred worshippers. Devonport, which thirty-five
years ago had a population of fifteen families, has now a

population of five hundred families. It was necessary to

keep pace with this growth of population by building a

larger chureh. This was accordingly done at a cost little

short of £2,500. An excellent design was prepared by Mr

E. Bartley, architect, and the work was most faithfully

and ably executed by Mr W. Philcox.

The following are the names of the clergymen who suc-

cessively have ha<l charge of the parish up to the present
time —Revs. E H. Heywood, Thomas Kerr, B. G. Ash-

well, and J. Bates. The last named is the present incum-

bent, and was appointed in October, 1872.

This church is one of the best buildings in the diocese

and is exceedingly well appointed. There is ample accom-

modation for a choir of thirty voices, a handsome pulpit of

rimu and puriri, font, prayer desk, and a beautiful brass

lectern, presented by the widow of the late Captain S. J.

Williams.

KEV. MR BATES.

THE LAMBING SEASON.

(SEE FROXTISI'IECE.)

OUR artist has, as may be seen on our front page, been

devoting his attention to the lambing season,which

is now fairly under way. The pictures themselves,

with the title lines affixed, need little explanation. Most

New Zealanders know something of the joys and sorrows of

the lambing season, fraught with such hopes and fears, such

desperate anxieties and difficulties. In a country like ours,

where the number of sheep is 18,475.500 and the increase

1,721,748, lambing time assumes a national importance.
The work of lambing time consists mainly of unceasing
vigilance, and especially on smaller farms or runs, the

tender care of orphans. This year the early season is some-

what cold, but otherwise satisfactory, and a big increase

will, it is hoped, be chronicled in the blue books.

TRINITY CHURCH AND PARSONAGE, PEVONPORT.

IN FANCY DRESS.

A MONSTER JUVENILE BALL IN AUCKLAND.

a~IHE fashion for dressing up is inherent in children,
and there is probably no greater pleasure in child-

life than a fancy dress ball, especially if it be one

approaching in success that given in the Choral Hall,
Auckland, one day last week. It is to be doubted whether

the three hundred and fifty or more smartly beftocked

young dancers or the six hundred spectators most enjoyed
themselves. The children, big and little, appeared to have

a most thoroughly good time. Laughter seemed light on

every lip, and joy and excitement sparkled in every pair of

eyes. Yet they could not have enjoyed the function
more than the onlookers, who were frankly surprised and

unt’eignedly delighted with the beauty of the ever chang-
ing picture. The hall was most effectively decorated with

flowers, bunting, and Chinese lanterns, the stage, doorways
and gallery being masses of arum lilies and prettily ar-

ranged foliage. The hostesses—Mrs Hay and Miss Snell—

utterly disclaimed any credit when complimented in this
direction. Tne entire decorations were the work of the
children themselves. Ordinarily cold, cheerless, and un-

friendly looking evenonthe most festive occasion, the Choral
Hall could not have looked brighter, and certainly it never

contained a mire brilliant, or be it said gayer, assemblage.
Fancy dress balls are usually remarkable for the uninten-
tional humorousness of many of the dressed up men and
women. Grown people not unfrequently look ridiculous
in fancy dress. Children appear to escape the dinger.
Of the three hundred and fifty dresses there were

not more than half a dozen or so sufficiently uninten-
tionally comic to cause a smile. AU were pretty and
suitable, and not a few beautiful beyond the average.
The grand march, when all the gaily bedizened children
marched round in intricate figure movements, is not one of
those things that cm be aptly described, but was oneof the
prettiest sights possible. In and our in serpentine, mazy
lines marched the children, and the blending of colours, the
variety and tastefulness of the dresses and the grace of the
youthful figures as they trod the intricate measure, made a
tout ensemble worth going a long way to see, and once

seen not easily forgotten. The handsomeness and char-
acter of the dresses could be more easily judged,
perhaps, in the cotillon and lancers than at any
other time. I ndoubtedly, the queen of the evening
was a mite of a child exquisitely dressed in a white satin
Court costume with powdered hair, low-necked dress with
pink roses in a spray from thecentre of the dress to the
shoulder. The little lady, who looked like one of Gains-
borough’s pictures, danced with great spirit, and themanner
in which she managed her long train was perfectly irresisti-
ble. An Ophelia had a dress covered with real clematis
and looked extraordinarily pretty. A girl Midshipmite
looked so like the real article that one was completely as-

tounded to see the skirt ! Flower girls and fairies galore
amongst the girls, Court gentlemen of various periods
amongst the boys made up a vast contingent. There wete

Italians, Gypsies, Nights, Mornings,' Forget me nots.
Buttercups, Daisies, Tulips, Snowdrops, Howers without

end, in fact. Where the idea was not new there always
seemed some novelty in thecarrying out. The minuet was

a decided feature of theevening, and was danced just before
supper.

The following children taking part: -Master J. Caldwell and
Miss Whitelaw. Master D. Hay and Miss Kissling Mister B
Hales and Miss Lennox. Master P. Upton and Miss Goodwin'
Master A. I ptonand Miss Binney. Master C. Hay and Miss Hay’.

Supper was served in the annexe, and needless to say was

promptly and frequently patronised by the guests, who
showed a most lively appreciation of the good things pro-
vided.

GiRLS.-Mis.esDacre. Moonlight :G. Whitelaw
Arrah-na-Pogue: D. Worsp. Fairv ; W. Graham’
'./olanthe Fairy: Thomas. lied Riding Hooci :

Lily or the X alley ; T. Binney. Greek
Girl; A. Whitelaw, Cornin' thro' the Rve; E.
Atkinson.Court Lady ; Lanigan. Colleen Hawn;

£ai**V L'ameron. Schoolgirl ■
1 ithick. Turkish Lady ; Goodwin. Court

Louis XIVs time; Hales. Court Co-
tume; K. Mclntyre, .Ksthetic Maiden: M.
Peacock. >now; M. Dacre. Mother Hubbard
A. Stewart. Scotch Lassie: A. Oxlev. Tam
bourine Girl: X. H <y. Fairy : Larkins. Oriental
Dancer: M. Sloane. The Maiden All
Forlorn; B. M. James, French Reaper;
McMurray. Moorish Maiden; J. Paterson.

: Whitelaw. Court Lulv ;
M. Lees. Gipsy Fortune Teller; M Atkin.
Fairy; James.’iolanthe 'F'airv; Cargo Flower-
Girl: Conolly. Red Riding Hood: Ne—in Boh.-
mian Girl: Fenwick. Winter : AtkinsStarlght 1
T Homas. eveningdress: Haven. Ivy; A. Goodwin
L lernat s: (. argo. Reaper: F. H irt. Male.
Stanley : G. Atkins. Fairy Godmother : Cooper’
Bohemienne ; M. Cooper. FiowerGirl: F White-
Court Lady: K. Hay. Night : A. Binney. Mar-
guerite: t atvert. Bohemian Girl: A. Falwell

‘‘v-'-smt Girl: M. Close.ke»l Riding Hoad ; Steadman. spring • G Rev*.
Bouquetiere; B. Trevithick. Oriental I-a.ivi
>.ovine. Fair Rosamond; Harris. Spring Von
•'tuo-'a-r. Fisher Girl: Meta Aiekin llqUum.
Ophehi: Hora Ma. < orrm. g. The Prairie Rose:Flora bloman. Nancy Lee; Connie Sioman.
snowdrop: A.< auldwell.KateGreenaway Girl ■
F-. Howarrl. B .tter. up : Miss Brabaz >n. white
-atm and tulle evening dress.

Bovs. Master- < . Trevithick. French Clown ■
A. i pton. sir ol ver Surface: 1_ Hale-

J- Binney. Page; K. Gorriei
John Gilpin: J. A. Peacock. Turk : A. Hearn
ion < a-.ir: V Giltlllan. Sailor: G. Unnox.
Engineer H M.S Nelson: P. Upton. Home
hint* . . >. (. ooper. Court Costume ; L
Atkinson. Mikados Noble ; W. Ri- p on.
sonby Footballer: It. Binney. Little Bov
B. Harn-. Bunthorne : Fo-ter. Neapolitan
Boy: P. Atkins Di.-k Whittingtm : Ila. re.
Grosvenor: Paterson. Tennis Ptaie.■ Atkin
Ihe Clown; G. Thomas. lord ’Fauntleroy’•
l-amgan. Court Boy; W. Havre. Court Page :
c.s.per. Page; cl—e. Cow-boy: G. Trevithick.’
' N.-w Zealand Herald:' G.todwin. Captain C.-r’
ronin;

H. Binney. Fisher Boy; Haven. Tennis
Player: S. Atkinson. Tennis Player- V G
Cameron. Tennis Player; It. It Mi*-he. Sailor
Costume: <l. Fenwiek. Garabaldi: W. Ma. Cor
mirk. Hamlet: I. M >rton. Cowbov; G. W
Owen. Buffalo Bill: M. M. Orbell. Mexican
Cow-boy ; A. G. Bennet. Brigand : Fleet lie*-
keth. Red Indian.
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