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HOLY TRINITY CHURCH, DEVONPORT,

. ——

HE first building bearing the above designation was
T opened for public worship by Bishop Selwyn on
Sonday, September 3rd, 1865. It was = small
church, capable of reating sbaut one bundred and eighty
people.  Though amall, it war fally adequate to the re-
qoirementa of the population then resident in Devonport
Thirty five years ago there were about fifteen families
settled in what was then called * The Flagstaif” [n those
days & clergyman from Auackland paid occasionsl visita to
the reridents of Devonport, and, ss there was neirther school
nor church, services were held io the houses of the settlers
The excellent ferry eervice of to.day was not theo, mor for
many years after, in exiatence. Commiopication with
Aunckland was by sailing boats.

A change, howerer, came when the shipbunilding indastry
was established on the North Shore in 1860. The popuola-
tien of the district was conciderably increased, and it soon
became necessary to make sone sunitable provision for
religious worship. Bot the diftizelty then as cow was to
raise the money required for the purpose The eally
settlars, however, were not essily discouraged. They ret
to work and collected enoogh meney to add to the little
bailding, whick then served the parpnees of echool and
charch. Sobsequoentlya more ambitions scheme was mooted,
This was the erection of a chareh. A canvass of the
district was made and promises of subseriptinns received.
The estimated cost of the new clhoreh was £300, bot the
lowest tender was £600. However, in various wavs a
cufficient sum was collected to jastify the charch committee
n proceeding with the work. The result waa the erection
and dedication of a handsome little church in 18656 It was
daly anmonnced that the chorch would be opened on
September 3rd of that year by Bishop Selayn. The morn-
ing was very stormy. 5t P'anl’s choir was brought over 1n
the ferry steamer Waitemnata, the first to ply between
North Shore and Auackland. Buat no Bishep Selwys was
with them. The wind was rising, and it seemed hopeless to
expect the Bishopthatday. Joar, howerer,ss theclergyman,
Mr Kerr, was preparing to take the whole service himself a
whalebyat was descried leaving Jadgea Bay. A few
minates afterwards the Bishop was seen steering a boat
manned by a crew of Melanesianz, and literally ‘riding
upon the storm.” He was joyfally welcomed when he drove
the beat bard up on the beach and leaped ashore to avoid
the sarf. The church was crowded, the Bisliep more than
usnally impressive, and the choir gave a rare musical treat.
Sopch was the opening service in the first church of the Holy
Trinity. In the roll of seat-holders the following well-
koown names oceur :—Captains Borgess, Wynyard, and
Filder, Messrs Dnder, 0. Mays, W. H. Brown, Seaman,
Alison, and H. M. Jervis.

The precent church is a large and snbstantial baildieg
erected within the [ast twelve years, and seated for neariy
fire hnndred worslnppers. Devonport, which thirty-five
years ago had a population of ffteen families, has now a
population of five hondred fawiliee. It was necessary to
keep pace with thi= growth of population by brildicg a
larger chureh. Thia was according!y done at & cost lttle
rhort of £2,500. An excellent design was prepared by Mr

TRINLTY CILURCH AND PARSONAGE,

E. Bartley, architact, and the work way most faithially
and abiy executed by Mr W. Philcox.

The following are the nnmes of the clergymen who suc-
eescively buve had charge of the parish up to the presens
time —Rave. E H. Heywood, Thomaa Kerr, B. G. Ash.

REV. ME BATES
well, and J. Bates. The last-pamed is the present incum-
bent, and was appointed in October, 1872.

Thia church is one of the best buaildiogs in the diocese
and is exceedingly well appointed. There ia ample accorn-
modation for & choir of thirty voices, s handsome polpit of
rimn and purir, font, prayer desk, and a beaatiful brass
lectern, presented by the widew of the late Uaptain §. .J.
Williams.

THE LAMBING SEASON.

(=RE FRONTISPIECE}

UR arttist has, as may be seea oo gur {ront page, been
O devoting bis attention to the lambing season, which
is now fairly onder way. The pictures themselves,
with the title lines atfixed, neeq little explanation. Most
New Zealanders know somethiog of the jova and =orrows of
the lambing season, fraaght with such hopes and fears, such
de=perate anxieties and dithiculties. Io a country like ours,
where the namber of sheep is 18,473,500 and the increase
1.721.748, lambing time assnmes & natiomal importance.
The work of lambing time consists maioly of unpreasing
vigilance, aod especially on amaller farms or rnns, the
tender care of orphans.  This year the esrly season is some-
what cold, but otherwise satisfactory, and a Lig increase
will, it is hoped, be chronicied in the blue books.

DEVANTOBRT.

IN FANCY DRESS-

—_—
A MONSTER JUYVENILE BALL IN AUUCKLAND.

NHE fashioa fur drewing op is inhereat in children,
and ihers is probably ne greater pleasare in ehild-
life than o faney dresa ball, especially if it be one

approaching in soccess that given iag the Choral Hall,
Auckiand, ooe day Iast week. It is to be doubted whether
the three handred mnd fifty or more smartly befrocked
young dancers or the wix hugdred spectators must enjryed
themselves. The ehildran, big and little. appeared 1o have
a most thoroughly good time. Langhter seemed ligh: on
every lip, and jo¥ aud excitement sparkled in every pair of
eyes. Yet they conld not have enjoyed the fonction
more than the onlookers, who were Fiankly surprised and
anfeignedly delighted with the beaaty of the ever chapg-
ing picture. Tioe hall was inost effectively decorated with
flowers, hunting, and Chinese lanterns, the stage, doorways
aod gallery beiog masses of arum lilies and prettily ar-
ranged foliage.  The hostesses—Mra Hay and .\an Noell—
utterly disclaimed any credit when complimented in this
directivn, Tne entire decurativos were the work of the
children themselves Urdinerily eold, cheerless, and nn-
friendly looking even on the most festive e :asjon, the Choral
Hali cunld not have {voked brighter, aod certaialy it never
contained & more brilliant, or be it said yayer, assemblage.
Fancy dress balls are osuslly remarkable for the oninten.
tienal humorousnesa of maoy M the dressed up men and
women. Lirowa people not unfrequently look ridiculuus
in fancy dress Uaildren sppear to estape the danyer.
(f the three huoadred and  fifty dresses there were
not more than balf a dozen or so sath ziently uninten-
tionally comic to cause a smile.  All were pretty and
suitable, and mot a few beautiful beynnd the average
The grand march, when all the gaily bedizened echildren
warched ruond in iotricate fignte movements, is not one of
those things that can be apily described, but war one of the
prettiest sights poesible. Ia and our in serpentine, mazy
lines marched the children, and the Llending of coluurs, the
ra.rietf ani 1astefulness of the dresses and the grace of the
youthful figures ms they tred the iatricate measure, made a
tout ensembis worth guing a loog way to see, and once
seen not eadily forgotien. The handsomeness and char-
acter of the dresses could be more eaxtly  jndgea
perhaps, in the cotillon and lancers than at nn):
other time, Undoubtedly, the queen of the evening
was a mite of a child exquisitely dzessed in a white satin
Court costoie with powdered hair, low necked dresa with
pink roses in & spray irom the centre of the dress to the
shonider. The little lady, who lovked like one of Gains
berouzh™s pictores, danced with great spirit, and the manoer
in which she manage:l bev long train was perfectly irreqisti-
ble. An Uphelia had a dress covered with real clematis
and looked extraordinarily pretzy. A girl Midshipniite
looked so hike the real article that one was cuompletely as.
tounded to see the skirt! Flower girls and fairies gelure
amongst the girls, Court gentlemen of varigns periods
among:t the boys made up 8 vast contingent. There were
Italians, Gypeies, Nights, Mornings, Forget-me nots,
Butiercars, Dasizies, Tulips, Snowdrops, Howers withoyt
end, in fact. \Whese the jdea was nol new there always
seeed some novelty in the carrying vut. The minuer waa
& decidei feature of the evening, and was danced just belore
supper.
wing children taki I Mas aldw

WL R, Macter D iy T M L Saldell and
Hales and Mi=s laenoox, Master P Upton and Mis diood wi
Masrer A. Upton and Miss Binney, Master C. Hay and Mis tay.

supper was served in the anpexe, anl needless to Gay was
prompily sad frequectly patronised by the guests, who
showed ‘a most lively appreciation of the good Lhings pro-
vided.
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