
Topics of the Week.

SOCIETY'S SAYINGS AND DOINGS

* Sso very few married ladies are invited to the de

—\ lightful little dances at Governnieat Hoose, there

is sometimes a little difficulty about chaperones.

Lady Glaaeow wishes it to te quite onderstood that she is

chaperone, and in some eases she has invited some of her

girt guests to route a littlebefore the invited time, sothat

they need not feel nervousaboat entering the room.

A peetty little incident was noticed a: the last Govern-

ment H dance. One of the Ladies Boy.e. leaning upon

her young brother s arm, seen to pass up the corntor

■vs,: enter the -Ir*winc-nom where they -I'l hands with

the Earl ani Countess, who received them with much cere-

mony.

GovERXMEST H e. se dances often conclude with a waltz-

galop, that is, half of one. and half the other. This creates

quite a little excitement at the end, and everyone leaves

the ballroom looking very pleased with themselves.

■ Ta-Ea a > ' is now generally played daring the grand
<— x: r. in the Lancers, and in some bouses it is sung wt:a

much spirit.

SHORTLY after the session is over the Earl and Countess

of Glasgow will leave tor Auckland, and later oo they mean

to soend the Carnival week in Curtstenurch, there to oe toe

guests of Mr and Mrs Alick Boyle, of Mattoek Bank, Rie-

carton. Early next year Lord ani Lady Glasgow hope to

visit the Sounds, and will probably go in the Hinemoa and

be accompanied by Lori and Lady Jersey, ani Lord and

Lady Hooetoam They will not return to Wellingtoni until

theChristmas and New Year holidays, which will be spent

with their family in Wellington.

Mes P. vt r>v '• Wellington had arranged to give a

ch*i-• 1 s
fsrrv cress t-azty on 1 ..day n.gh ., out tnxs was

indefinitely postponed tn eonseiuen-re of the u.nessof Mr

Ballance.

The Premier has a most devoted nurse in Mrs Ballance,

w ho during the sitting of Parliament never leaves the House

until her husband is ready to return with her.

r>X Thursday evening Mrs Honeyman gave another danee

at her residence, Prinees-street, which was thoroughly en-

’ oyed by everyone present. The ballroom and hall were

prettilv decorated with flowers and palms. The staircase

was quite a fairy bower, being festooned with a profusion of

evergreens ani dowers. The musicians, who were in an

alcove close by. performed delightful music daring the

evening. Tae sapper was exceptionally good, and was laid

•ju* -n diziisz-roxn. Tdc ;.i* .•? dtJCoratKiocis were p«erfec~

—pale pink net was entwined losnd lovely i pink

hyacinths and maiden hair fern. The table was lighted

with pink shaded fairy lamps, which threw a soft pale light

over all.

Sub Lieut. Buck, wa> is held in high esteem, leaves

H M S. Ringaro mt shortly to take up an appointment in

the Victorian Navy. He entertained a number of his

brother officers and ladies and gentlemen at a luncheon

party onboard last week. Amongst those present were

Lieut. Baird, Mr and Mrs Whitney, Miss Forbes, Miss

Rooke, ete. etc. When luncheon was over, the tarty in-

spected the ship, finally leaving bv the 5 o’clock steamer.

L'b. Cor r tvs invited a few friends to luncheon and after-

noon tea. There were only three ladies present—Mesdames

Hocevmtn. Bloomfield, and Ba-idle. Amongst the gentle-

men were Lieat*. Hunt and Stansfield, ete. Mrs Morrin

was one of the ladies invited. but she was unfortunately

an*Lie to be present.

The New Zealand Academy of Arts Exhibition is to fee

vetoed in Wellington on Saturday afternoon by His Exeel

len-cy the Governor. An attraction in the shape of after-

noon teais to be very kindly provided by Miss Matthew

Holmes, who will be assisted by a numberof girl friends.

Os the same afternoon Mrs R. Paaraz n Wellington is

to have an ' At Home ’ at The Li«z, Hobson street.

OSE morning last week a party of young ladies met to

play tennis on the Parliamentary grounds, at the invitation

of one of the members' daughters.

A numberof ladies have visited the Legislative Council

Chambers during the days when the Women’s Franchise

BUI was being read. It was a decided surprise to most

people that it passed the second reading so readily.

A BALL in aid of rhe Convalescent Fund of the Welling-
ton Hospital is being got up. and a very ind tectiai commit-

tee has been formed. A very large number of things, such

as music, hall, ete., have been given free, so it is hoped
it will be a triumphant success. Hcwever, the tickets do

not seem to be going offi as rapidly as was coped. Tnere is

no doubt the fault lies in not giving the tickets to sufficient

people for sale.

Progressive euchre parties are rapidly gaining in favour

in Wellington. Mrs W. P. Reeves gave one the other

right, then. later on one was given by Miss Holmes, and

two nights after that anotherparty was given by Mrs . Dr. ■
Rawson. It is a pleasant and decidedly novel way of

bringing people together, and has proved the greatest boon

to those who do not care for musical evenings.

The Vice-regal party spent some pleasant hours up

country a few days ago. They left by special train at

10 15 am , and returned late in the evening. His Excel-

lency and Lady Glasgow were of the parry, and also Mrs

Alick Boyle, of Christchurch, Miss Hallowes, the Ladies

Augusta, Alice, and Dorothy Boyle, Capt. Hunter-Blair, and

MrClaytom Thedaywasdeeidedlytmpleasansintown,being
very windy and dusty, bat from all accounts the weather

was much better in Mas-terran, where they arrived about

mid-day. The celebrated fish ponds and other sights were

visited, the whole party thoroughly enjoying the outing,
and being very favourably impressed with the beauti-

ful scenery through which they passed. The week

before the same party made an excursion to Lowry
Bay, and were delighted with that pretty little spot

across the harbour. They lunched there and returned

home before dark. They all seem very fond indeed

of riding, and some of them are to be met almost every day

riling somewhere. L’nfortunately there are but few rides

v-ithineavydistac.ee of the town. Both His Excellency
ami Mr Clayton arevery fond of walking, and are frequently
to be me: wa. king over the hills oat into the country.

Lady Glasgow mote often walks than drives, and both she

and Lord Glasgow are nearly always accompanied by one

of their children. Lady Glasgow has 3 pretty little phaeton

carriage, painted a rieh dark colour picked oatwith scarlet
a_d scarlet wheels, and it is in this that she drives nearly
everywhere.

As some one colloquially remarks : ’They certainly have
been “ going it in Napier lately. Another and most en-

joyable production by tueamateurs.
• Dream Faces,' played

for the first time in Napier, and a little eomedy 4ran-a,
‘ Alone,' have been very su .-eessful. Miss Hitchings and
Miss I na Hitehings were the only two ladies acting in
‘ Dream Faces, and their efforts were thoroughly appre-
ciated by the audience, which was a most fashionable one.

Miss Hitchings was Aunt Margaret, see looked very lova-
ble in a handsome black silk gown. Miss Cna was Lucy,
and a very eharming Laey, too. Mr Charles Kennedy was

Robert, a great villain; he played his port capitally, and

Mr J. G. Swan made a very good Philip.

‘ Auose took all hearts by storm ; it iciis pretty. As in

the other piece, the Misses Httrhings were the only Eady
performers, and they surpassed themselves—Miss Hitehings
as Maud Trevor, and Miss L’na as the widow, Mrs Thorn-
ton. Mr C. D Kennedy was the Dzetor, and was great

fun. Mr -Jack Hughes made the most of Edward, and Mr

IV. P. Finch and Mr J. Macintosh both acted well ; one as

Stratton Strawless, the other as Captain Cameron. The

’ Wedding March ' is to be performed shortly.

Ox rhe occasionof the Public Service Association of New
Zealand giving their first social evening, Thoma*' Hi

1

!,
e-.ingt.-a. was crowded to excess hy ladies and senr!-nter

who appeared to enjoy a pleasant evening. Tea and eolfee

were dispensed during the evening, and Mr Robinson, the

chairman, made a short speech, after which a delightful
musical programme was presented. Twa instrumental

quartettes were played by Messrs Sparkman, McCardell,
G. Kennedy and B ill, and two Orpheus glees werecapitally
sungby Messrs Hickson, Spackmaa, Primmer and Widdop,
Mr Spaekman also coutrioated a violin solo, and wasaecom-

panted by Miss Dagdale. Mr Mvrris Fox was as an-,nsing
as ever in his eomie song, and Mr Swift gave a recitation
with a great deal of dramatic power. It is the first gather-
ing of the kind that has ever taken place, so that its great

success is looked upoa as a good beginning for future gather-
ings.

Our Wellington correspvndent writes : -

k

Mrs W. Fitz-

herbert is giving a children's fancy dress ball at the Hutt,
and Mrs Dr. Adams -ontae same night has a small danee.
and the following Tuesday has oeen fixed for the bail in aid

of the Hospital Convalescent Fond. Mrs Newman has

been elected president of the affisir, which is entirely got up
by the ladies of Wellington: Miss E. Johnston is treasurer,

and Mrs Cuapple secretary. An energetic committee of
ladies are working fiard for its success, and the tickets are

going oif even more rapidly than they were expected to.

A great num her of tradespeople are contributing towards
the supper, and the Thomas Hall has been p-laced at the
disposal of the ladies, so that a substantial sam should be
gatheredtogether, and, besides this, a splendid LC! should

be given. I; is to be hoped that by these means many of

the weary sufferers at the Hospital will be able to be sent

into the country for a change during the summer month*

and in time it is hoped that we may firmly establish a

suburban residence, where patients ean be sent for a change
of air uuring their convalescence. The object is an excel-

lent one, and the sympathies of everyone seem to have been

given so far—and now that people have a rha-nro of mater-

ially aiding the scheme, they have taaen it up heart an-d

souL and the whole affair will prooably be a •—zr..- su-caress.'

Ar’CEL-kND is not altogether given over to aad

r«'iS4czl<r.s. In Ponsonby a few literary people have been pur-

suing the even tenor of their way all the winter, and holding

pleasant evenings partaking of an instructive character at

various private residences. One of these was devoted to

Shakespeare, and took place at Mrs Cooke's house in Sars-

field Road. The following programme was successfully
carried oat:—Mr Parr isolicitor) delivered himself of Ham-
let's soliloquy : Mr Bayutun and Miss Main gave the scene

between Prince Arthur and Hubert from King John ; Mr
Kissou, the funeral oration over Caesar, with difficulty sup-
pressing a tendency to make puns on such a grave occasion :
Mrs Kitson appeared as Portia, Mr Wells as the Prince of
Morocco, Mr Robson as Prince of Arragon, Mr Kitson as

Bassanio. These evenings form a pleasant relief from the
usual style of dissipation. The Society proposes botanising
and picaieking expeditions for die sammer.

Ratioxal dress for women was one of the most import-
antsubjects discussed a: a recent meeting of the New Ply.
ruoath Mutual Improvement Society, which would, by the

way, seem a most lively little elab. and not a mutual ad-

miration or back biting association as these Improvement
Societies usually are. Ou this .occasion the programme had
been arranged by ladies, and the J6af had gone forth that

ladies were to take part, and that no man s voice was

to be heard through the evening. Mrs Collis was voted to

thechair, ani opened the meeting, and then gave out the

first item on the programme. Mr Skinner here got up and

asked very longingly whethertbe gentlemen might no: express

an opinion when they felt moved todo so. He was at once

suppressed. Mr G. E. Dunean then arose and asked very
meekly if the men might say

• Hear I hear ? when
anything pleased them, and permission was granted.
The programme was as follows —Pianosolo. Miss Annette
Webster; recitation, ‘Cowper's Address to his Mothers
Portrait, Mrs Deveaish ; paper on 'Rational Dress, Mrs
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