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LONDON AND PARIS FASHIONS.
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YERY HANDSOME EYENING COWN.

THERE appears to be & contiooal stroggle after novelty in
the designing of dress skirts, and this fact bhas led tyuthe
production of & new style, which ia wariously ewlied the
tinmpet or cornet or trombone akirt, ms one plesces. 1o i
alisped precisely like the Aaring end of a brass hand instru-
ment, being curved outward rather sharply and very full at
the feet. WWhile the effect of the sides and back in very
good, the front must be earefnlly arranged, or it bea &
flappiness which is anything but agieenble, and suggests an
error in cutting rather than a distinctivestyle. The present
faahion of long skirts has created a revolntion in the tit and
finish of petticoats and the lower portions of dresa skirta.
As it is necessary to raise the long skirt, it has become im-
perative that something in the way of attractive finish be
provided for the under side, which is always more or les
visible. For this purpose there are imported handsome
rochings or rutlings of coloared silk, either plain or change-
able, and also in black and white.
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The illustration represents & lovely dress saitable for
evening wear at & decidedly stylish party, be it dibper or
ball. Iv is composed of le yellow moiré silk, beaati-
folly trimmed with dark brown velvet embroidered with
eolonred ailks and Horal designs in jewels. The dresa conld
be carried out in leas expensive materials, say & white surah
for the base of operations, black velvet edgiog worked in
metal thread apnd a, The dress is cut en princesse fitting
like a glove. The girdle is of beautiful jewelled embroidery,
but conld be imitated in loose braid and metal thread or
iridescent beads. Thia could be easily done by elever
fingers.
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Spring eostumen are beginning to be demanded, and the
choice nf materiale and styles in very nearly limitless. For
every-day, practical, oni-of-door use, there is nothing
better than & light-weight, medium.quoality serge. Dresses
of this sory are made with plain bell skirt with a bias band
at the lower edge, or with & hem torned up and stivehed.

The Russian blonse, with or withont trimming, is ex-
cellent for wear with these skirts. ‘This blouse may or may
not mateh the skirt in colonr and qualisy. 1t may be made
of surah, fancy wool or some grades of wash materials A
bandsome suit of this sort has a serye skirt with Rossian
blouse of Bedford cord; apother skirt is worn with a
bloase of Tartan surah ; another with & blonse of white
pigué : another shows a coat basque of white corduroy with
zold and white trimming. The possibilities of combina-
tions of this sort are almoat endlese. It is well always to
have a fitted waist of the material like the skirt, which
may be worn if desired, as there are occasions when the
blonae is scarcely as appropriate as the fitted bodice.
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1o siiken fabries there are taffetas with tiny dota of em-
broidery, glace silks with printed designs in shadowy tints
of contrastiog colour, light qnalities of sarak with printed
or embroidered fignres, aud the universally popelar crépon
in every imaginable coloar, tint, quality, and combination.

In rich eilks the woirés in plain watered etfects, moirés
with brocadings, moirés with stripes of satin alterpating
with stripes of changeable colonr eitber plain or brocaded,
are among the desirable goods for cerewsonious dresses.

RBlack dresses of fine wool material for the street have the
nenal skirt i bell shape, and, it in a pleasure 1o say, will be
sufticiently short to do away with the necessity of boldiog
them up. It canpot be too strongly emphasized that short
shirts are approved by the Paris and London hoases, and
no lady need feel oat of fashion if she wears & dress that
just esca the ground. She will pot only be quite as
atylish, but will be far more comiortable, and will win and
merit the respect of ail sensible people.
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SOMETHING ABOUT THE COMPLEXICN.

WHAT a weasizome thiog it is—all this talk abour the
ecomplexion : what we moat do, anpd what we musz take,
how we must mansge it and tbhe thousand and one petty
details told io the minntest fasbion: &s though the com-

lexionof womankind were absolutely anewthing, and no one
gad the least idea of how to get along with i.L _\'1].1 wWOonen
ever learn that the principal things required io order to
have a good complexion are cleapliness and a careful diet?
Wash the face thoroughly and—speak it not aloud —ibe
entire surface of the bedy, also. .

If there is any mistake in the world which women and
girla make, it i in the idea that they can play tricks with
patare. Just stop a minute Aod think it over. The face
and hands are bot & very small portion of the surface of the
body. They are, s a rale, the only visible parts. Society
and custom demand that they shall be kept, at least, ap-
proximately clean. 1f this is not dome, one'a dear five
hundred friends bave no difficulty in finding it oat. That
the rest of the surface gets uo particolar attention seems to
them & very nnimportant affair, and they, therefore, bestow
all of their time, streogth and labour on the few square
inches of face and hands, The consequence is that this
much-washed portion ia made to do duty for the eutire
systen. ]

It is, a8 & ratter of fact, much better for the compiexion to
avoid a thorough washiog of the foce, provided the body is
peglected. The reason for this is apparent when
one considers that the pores of the remainder
of the ekin are atill cinzed with perspiratory
mntter. and that the face apd hands farnish the
only means of egress for the impurities of the
skin. Having tn do ot only double but tenfold
dnty, what wonder that they become o\'erta:ed
snd weakened, apd that & gond erop of pimples
and other eruptions is the resalt?

Many s person har obaerved eczems and
mimilar diseases iu the face after » thorengh
bathbiog of the face, reworted to in the bope of
betteriog the complexion. Those who have mot
betn in the habit of uhinf full and freymentc
scrobbing beths will do well to begin witli the
body and leave the face alooe until the system
bhas bad time to sceostom itself to the pew
order of things. The entire soriace of the skin

ahoald be thoroughly serubbed with a soft brush at least
once every week-—twioe in better; or every second day, at
least, n quick sponge-bath should be taken. Many persons
eannat endore the daily bath. They are eold and tired and
dragged if they bathe too muoch. The thorough cleansing
of the surface of the body will do mere towands improving
the complexion than all of the applications ever invented.
It caonot be too strongly impressed upon the minds of
younng persons that three-fourths of the eruptions and
pimples are traceabls to thorongh washing of the face and
neglect of the remainder of the Eadv.

OBSERYING TRIFLES.

A NECROLOGIST, eminent in the medies] profeasion, toid
the other day the following anecdote, illustrative of the
walue to physicians and nurses of the babit of quick vheer-
vatiot of trifles :

The doctor once was called in ¢onszltstion to & ease of
peculiar nervone disease in & woman, which had battled the
skill of ber physician. No cause could be fonnd for certain
perplexing a¥mplomws,  Asthe doctor stepped to her bedside
be accidentally displased an empty cologue bottle on an old
highly-varnished table by the bedside.

*Ub,' said the patient, quickly, ' the nurse upset that
bottle tnst light, and epilled all the cologne.”

' t‘)n thia table ' asked the doctor, carelessly.
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When the physiciana retired for egnsultation, the doctor
who had beld this conservation said, * | think this wowan
bas been drinking eologne.  Aleobol spilled on that table
would have left a whits siain’

Here the quick observation of a tride and the chanee
knowiedgs that the aleohol in cologaoe water would blanch
a earnished sorface deteered s dipsonianiac is the patient,
and enabled her phyricians to treat ner mone intelligently,

The keen notice of tritles, and the rapid niatching in the
mind of cause and etfeet conatitare what mav be called the
detective qualiy, which belongs in i highest grade to
great inventors or naturalists,

Ooe man, for instance, watches the force with which the
1id of his wife's tea kettle is raisedl when the water boils,
and out of that obeervation comea the steam-engine.

Another observes that the fiame of bis candle as he enters
s dnor may be blown one way when he holda it above his
head, nod suother when he Jowers the candle, wod out of
that trifle dednces the explsmation uf some of the great
atmospheric currents,

Yet how many thonsands of men had seen the lid move
on a boiling kettle with no resalt, and how many had car-
ried Hamiog lights withont detecting the mecret of the
mighty winda which had pazzled all marinets since the first
ship sailed !

So keen an instinct for discovery is nsaally boru in & man,
yet the A}ulhty can be coltivated by every person, It ia
the eye of theeye that finds meaning and purpose in every

object on which it Tests,



