
SECOND EVENING ‘AT HOME’ AT GOVERNMENT
HOUSE, WELLINGTON.

THE
Countess of Glasgow gave hei' second evening ‘At

Home’ on Thursday night, it again taking the form

of a small dance from 9 till 12 o'clock, and it was

just as enjoyable as the last, but of course all the guests
were different. It appears that they intend giving these
small dances until they come to the eml of the list, and in

no instance is anyone invited twice, and for the afternoon re-

ceptions they are inviting people alphabetically. Wellington

is growing so large that a system of some sort is necessary,

especially during the session, when there are so many

visitors. Only one ball room was thrown open, but this

was all that was required, for there were not more than

forty couples. The ball-room was beautifully decorated with

ferns and Howers, ami the long corridors also looked very

pretty decorated with tall pot plants, etc., and the conser-

vatory was carpeted and softly lit with very pretty and

novel looking Chinese lanterns. A delicious oyster supper

was served in the dining-room. The ices were particularly
acceptable, for it was rather a close, warm evening.

His Excellency and the Countess received together at

the entrance of the drawing-room, the latter wearing her

magnificent gown of crimson satin brocaded with Howers, a

profusion of diamonds, and carried a large fan. A Scotch

reel appeared on the programme, and was danced with

great spirit by those who knew it—His Excellency, Admiral

Scott, Captain Hunter-Blair, and the Ladies Boyle taking
part. There were no programmes, merely several large
printed cards on the walls framed with fern, and before

each dance the musicians would put the number and kind

of dance out on a quaint little contiivance for the purpose

on the piano. King’s band supplied the music.

Admiral Lord Charles Scott, who arrived the same

day in the Orlando, and is a guest at Government House,
was present, ami also Captains Barlowand Pike, and several
officers of the Orlando, and Captain Bourke, Lieut. Stans-

field, and Dr. Collins, of theKingarooma.

The Ladies Borle wore pretty white dresses, prettily
trimmed with ribbons, and Miss Hallowes looked very well
in a soft cream chiffon gown trimmed with frills of thesame.

Col. Boyle, who is recovering front his attack of rheuma-

tism, was walking about with the aid of a stick, his foot
bound up. Amongst the guests were Lady Campbell, in a

handsome pompadour silk gown, and with her Miss Duncan

and Miss Collins, of Blenheim ; MrandMrsW. Moorhouse,
Mrs J. Rhodes and Miss M. Rhodes, of Napier ; Mr and

Mrs Mantell, Mr and Mrs Parfitt, Miss Grierson (of
Dunedin), Dr. and Mrs Gillon, the latter in pale
blue; Mrs Adams, Miss Johnston, Miss Hawkins, in
a pretty cream gown ; Miss Elliott looked well in

a dark sapphire velvet, trained, and trimmed with

white chiffon ; Miss Reynolds, Mrs Ferguson, Miss Stud-

holme, of Christchurch, in a pretty white gown ; Miss M.
Allan,in a very pretty softwhite gown, trained,and trimmed

with white fur or inching ; Miss Krull, of Wanganui, in

white ; Mr and Mrs Firth, Miss Barion, in deep crimson ;
Miss E. Barron, Mr and Mrs Wardrop, Miss Campbell,
Miss Pynsent, the Misses Haise, the Misses Burnett, the

Misses Tuckey, the Misses Kennedy, Miss Reid, Dr. and

Mrs Rawson, the latter in a handsome maize brocade ;
Messrs O'Rorke, Tolhurst, A. Deane, Cattsia, Studholme,
G. Johnstone, C. Cooper, Baldwin, Butterworth, Tuckey,
Hume, etc. There were few new gowns. White was very

much worn, and Watteau bows and trains were very notice-
able, even amongst the dresses of the young ladies.

A NEW SERIAL STORY.

NOTICE TO READERS.

IN tiieissue of the Grap me for August 13th will be published
the first chapters of a new serial entitled ‘ Mrs Gainsboro's

Diamonds,’ by the celebrated sensational fictionist Julian
Hawthorne. The story is one of tile most fascinating and

exciting we have read for a very long while. Perhaps the

best recommendation we can giveit.is to say that it proved so

exciting, that even wearied with reading the piles of MSS.
stories, sent in weekly by ambitious young authors, we

read it through without once skipping a page, or laying the
MSS. down. Those intending to subscribe are requested
to send their names at once to avoid disappointment in ob-

taining copies. The story will be illustrated in the
Graphic's best style.

Most of us out here thought that Miss Achurch did re-

markably well in ‘ Forget Me Not,’ but the blase Londoner
is less easily satisfied, and the acting of Miss Achurch at

the Avenue Theatie has been criticised pretty severely by
the London papers. It is complained that she overacts the

part of Stephanie de Mohorivart in a manner that breeds

despair, and that unqualified retrogression is necessary if

she is to fulfil her promise.

SOCIETY GOSSIP.
AUCKLAND.

Dear Bee, July 26.

In anotherpart of the paperwill be found an account
of that most successful of successful dances, the ladies

LEAP YEAR BALL.

I will here simply give the dresses. Miss Beale wore a very taste*
tul amber coloured gown with scarlet flowers; Miss Devore's
graceful figure was shown to advantage in a dainty white gown
v ith green trimmings ; Miss Dixon looked pretty in cream ; Miss
Evans, astylishblack gownrelieved withamber '; Miss Masefield,
becoming gown of wine coloured velvet ; Mss Upton, pretty
white cashmere gown; Mrs Masefield wore a rich black satin
gowncombined with vieux rose brocade; Mrs Kirke, rich black
silk gown ; Mrs Devore, very elegant grey silk gown; Mrs
v\ indsor, pretty dress of pink satin and pink and green figured
silk; Mrs I pton, handsome gownof vieux rose silk trained, with
front of cream ; Mrs Buchananlooked well in cream ; Mrs Cotter,
black silk with trimmings of steel passementerie; Mrs J. R.
Hanna, black silk costume: Mrs Armitage, looked exceedingly
pretty in white and pink ; Mrs Macindoe. black silk: Mrs Wing-
fiehi handsomeblack silk gown ; Mrs Edge-, black silk and lace ;
Mrs P. Dufaur, pretty black and pale blue gown.

AMONGST TIIE YOUNG GUESTS

were Miss Wallnutt, in scarlet ; Miss C. Wallnutt,becoming pale
blue gown ; Miss Boyd, pale pink finished with aigrettes ofcrea~

£®atEerK; -Miss Macindoe looked pretty in pale nink also: Miss
M. Macindoe, in pink veiled with black net: Miss Woodyear,
pale blue costume; Miss Gittos, becoming white costume; Miss
Wylde-Brown, prune velvet relieved with cream ; Miss A. Wylde-
Brown, pretty pale pink gown: Miss Sellars, dainty white dress;
Miss Macdonald, dainty black dress; Miss M. Macdonald, pretty
combination of pale blueand cr»am ; Miss Marks, stylish cream

govyn, and crimson opera cioak; Miss Dargaville, dainty
white dress; Miss Phillips, becoming pale blue gown; Miss
Williamson, effective combination of black and amber-
Miss Ditchings (Napier), lovely white satin embroidered with
gold; Miss Clara Berry, wine-coloured velvet, with frills
of chition; Miss Dickey, stylish pale pink and blue gown;
Miss Rookcs, stylish black gown; Miss Hay, pretty black and
white gown ; Miss — Hay was charming in white; Miss Power,
handsome black gown; Miss Bursill, black, prettily relieved with
amber; Miss Nicol, black finished with pale pink and blue
ribbons; Miss Kilgour looked nice in white silk; Miss Jolly,
charming white gown: Miss PL Langsford. becoming black gown•
Miss Forbes, pretty amber silk gown ; Miss Holland, pretty pale
pink gown; Miss Hardie, cream with amber trimmings ; Miss
Harrison, black gown; Miss Dunnett, black, finished with
aigrettes of pale blue feathers ; Miss Percival, becoming pale pink
gown ; Miss Armitage, handsome salmon pink satin gown with
bronze trmmings ; Miss Bach, dainty pale blue and white gown •
Miss Laird looked well in amber,also Miss W. Laird in white;
Miss Rathbone was in scarlet with white feather trimmings •
Miss Rita Tole, becoming scarlet gown; Miss Holland, very pretty
maize dress; Miss Williamson, black velvet and old gold ; Mis's
Niccol, black and pale blue; Miss Dargaville, white silk; Miss
Berry, brown velvet, chition trimming; Miss Macindoe, very
pretty old gold ; her sister, black lace over pink.

The
PONSONBY SOCIAL UNION

dancewas largely attendedon Friday, and the evening, as usual,
proved an exceedingly pleasant one. Mrs Rees wore a rich wine
coloured mervcilleux gown: Miss Rees, dainty white silk gown
with pale blue ribbons; Mrs Bartlett, cream cashmere ; Mrs Kron-
feldt, white finished with amber ribbons ; Mrs Morrin. black
satin and lace; Miss Morrin, amber veiling; Mrs Lorn, pale
amber satin veiled with silk net; Miss Varnom, pink silk
net ; Mrs Cossar, black ; Miss Cossar, shrimp pink cash-
mere; Miss Billington, pretty amber satin dre>s veiled with
tinsel gauze; Miss Clara Billington, dainty sea green veiling
gown with white ribbons ; Mrs Hanna, black silk relieved with
pink ; Mrs C. Campbell, pretty black silk gown finished with
crimson poppies; Miss Court, blue cashmere trimmed with tinsel
gauze; Mrs W. Boak. white Brussels net with pale blue ribbons-
Miss Wright, black satin with aigrettes of crimson feathers ; Miss
Partridge, pretty pink and cream gown ; Mrs W. J. Geddis, cream
brocade silk ; Miss Knight, crimson, the neck finishedwith black
chifton; Miss Geddis, pale pink veiling; Miss M. Dickey, white
cashmere; Mrs Hopkins, handsome gown relieved with silver-
Miss Hewson, black.

GOWNS WORN AT MRS A. TAYLOR’S KETTLEDRUM.
Our hostess looked charming in a handsome brown velvet tea-

gown with Watteau train, and lovely cream lace down the front
of dress; Miss M. Von Stunner looked exceedingly nice innaw
blue costume; her sister wore cardinal; Miss Macdonald, dark
green trimmed with fawn, beaver hat ensuite ; Miss King looked
remarkably pretty in stylish navy blue dress, black hat, red
wings ; her sister wore fawn ; Miss Tole, terra-cotta, eream vest:
Miss Whitson, strawberry, hat to match; Miss Thorne-George,
brown costume; Miss Anderson, as usual, looked stylish in black
with yellow vest; Miss Thompson, red costume ; Miss Mowbray,
black; Miss Walker, brown ; Miss Kerr-Taylor, red cashmere ;
Miss Mary \\ lute, becoming navy dress, black toque,red poppies ;
Miss F. Wbite,black ; Miss Kenipthorne (DunedinI, brownvelvet •
Miss Hull looked pretty in fawn; Miss Moss, navy blue: Miss
Forbes, strikinggreen costume; Miss Kissling, black ; Miss Bursil
brown cloth costume, brown velvet hat and feathers yellow’
crown ; Miss Kilgour, black gownrelieved with white ; her sister
looked well in cardinal with black jacket; Miss Rookes, navy
blue. There were many more present, but I cannot remember
their various dresses.

Thewretchedweather in noway interfered with the attendance
nor marred thepleasure of Miss Scott's pupils, past and present
at the

FANCY DRESS BALL

given on Monday by their popular instructress. About thirty
couples were present, the sexes being about equal,and many of
the costumes worn were exceedingly pretty. Miss Scott supplied
excellent music (piano) herself,and the supper and floor were both
good. Miss M. Short looked charming as Roses; Miss A. Mc-
Pherson made a bonny Highland Lassie; Miss Larritt looked
pretty as a Neapolitian Fishwife; Miss Davis wore a pretty even-
ing dress of white embroidered cashmere, with heliotrope trim-
mings; Miss Morgan, danty pink evening dress, and stylish
crimson cloak ; Mrs Schapp wore a beautiful gownof cream mer-
veilleux trimmed with gold lace and Maltese lace flouncing - Miss
Sands was a charming Patience; Miss s. Dickey looked
pretty as Red. White, and Blue ; Miss and Miss M. Dickey both
wore becoming pale blue evening dresses; Miss Short anil Miss
L.Short also wore pretty evening dresses of cream cashmere and
blue with net trimming; Miss Halsted. dainty cream dress-
Miss James looked extremely well as a Flower Girl; Miss Carr’
pretty cream dress; Miss Cooper, dainty white costume; Miss
Crawford, very pretty grey silk trimmed with pink; Miss M
Campbell as an Egyptian Queen looked well, also her
sistcr as Romp; Miss Dennis made a pretty little Folly •
Miss Mowbray wore a pretty grey costume with pink trimmings :
Miss A. Scott looked well as Hearts; Miss Scott wore a pretty
dark green dress, with old gold vest and cuffs. Amongst the
gentlemen Mr A. McLean appeared as Midshipman ; Mr Somer-
ville, Highlander: Mr k. McPherson, University student • Mr Mc-
Cabe. Turkish costume: Mr Ashton. Pirate ofPenzance Other
handsome costumeswere worn, but the names ofcharacters w ere
not given.

Muriel.

WELLINGTON.
Dear Bee, July 21.

, . , as been s o much gaiety that I hardly know
where tobegin this week. All the visitors have arrived, and the
session frivolities are in full swing:. Every day there has been
something important going on, both afternoons and evenings, and
anyonewith thoughts of entertaining are sending out their cards

luily a tortnight in advance, in order to keep people free for it.
HIE STAR ROWING CLUB DANCE

was most successful. You will find anaccountin ‘Topics,’! fancy.
Amongst those present I noticed Mrs Brandon, who wore a
beautifulwhite silk trainedgown; Mrs E. Richardson, rich black
velvet, trained, and trimmed with white lace; Mrs Maxwell,
deep claret velvet: Lady Campbell, black with wreaths of pink
roses; Mrs J. Rhodes (Napier), pale lemon mervcilleux ; Lady
Buckley, a hand-ome black gown; Mrs Smithson (Timaru), a
lovely white silk, with corselet bodice embroidered with gold and
beetles wings, green velvet Watteau bow; Mrs D. Riddiford
(Rangatikei) ruby velvet with front ofcoffee lace; Mrs Pratt (Pal-
merston), black net and velvet : Mrs Purdy (Hutt), white veiled
with

mi
rs Castend yk,blue and pink pompadour silk; Mrs

Seed,black : Mrs Ogle, a handsome white silk trained,pearl corse-
let and panels ; Mrs Wardrop, turquoise blue surah with corselet of
deep brown rolled velvet; Mrs Tavener (Rangatikei) black jetted
gown; Mrs Gibson,Mrs Cooper, Mrs Hickson. Mr- Gore.claret velvetandpink silk; Mrs Man’ell, yellow soft silk: Mrs Burnett, Mrs
Samuels, Mrs Bendall, Mrs Firth, in blue brocade; Mrs
Hohnwood, brown net with flowers; Mrs Lee, Mrs Page, Mrs
Crawford, Mrs Ross, Mrs Tripe, Mrs M. Reid, Mrs Kenny, Mrs
Lose Mrs McClean, pink soft silk, Watteau train : Mrs Wallace,
Mrs* ’ I ?.nd ’ Mrs Stevens, Mrs Williams, Miss M. Rhodes (Napier),
white silk trimmed with niching; Miss Russell (Hastings), white
watered silk and gauzeprettily trimmed with greenribbon ; Miss
Loughnan (Christchurch), white silk ; Miss McLean (Dunedin),
black with green ribbons and jewelled panel; Miss Krull (Wan-
ganui). black with rose pink flowers; Miss A. St. Hill (Hastings’,
K,ue &auzeJ Miss Wilford (Hutt), white and green ; Miss
*>• ** a Pretty white debutante’s gown; Miss Holmes

bmek with pink flowers; Miss Pynsent, white veiled
with black ; Miss Johnston, pale grey brocade caughtwith large
pearl ornaments and chiffon; Miss Helen Williams (Dunedin),
black trimmed with crimson velvet: Miss M. Grace, white net
with pink flowers; Miss A. Grace, white satin; Miss L. Izard,whitegauzewith green ribbons; Miss Elfie Williams,pale grey

in
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Miss Cooper, cream gauze; Miss I. Cooper, pink; Miss
Moorhouse, black; Miss H. Moorhouse, white striped silk;
Miss M. Gore, black with wreaths of white flowers ; Miss Richard-
son, black velvet with white crinkled chiffon sleeves; Miss
Barron pink ; Miss Dransficld, pink moire ; Miss McKellar, lemon
silk withruching; Miss Griffiths, black and gold ; Miss Brandon,
bright red net; Miss A. Brandon, yellow; Miss Morrah. white
fishermans net; Miss Hammerton, pink brocade: Miss Duthie.
white silk ; Miss Ross, pale pink and green ; Miss Burnett, pink;andher sister white figured with blue crescents; Miss Laishlev,
bright red embroidered with gold; Miss McGregor, pale blue;
Miss Hart, white chiffon ; and her sister pale green and white;
Mjss Borlase (Wanganui), light coffeelace trimmedwith turquoiseblue ribbons; Miss Elliott, electric blue velvet; Miss Tuckey, pink

Wlth chifton frills; Missß. Tuckey,dark blue and red ; Miss
Gibson,blue ; Miss Reid,pretty yellow gauze;Miss Heywood,pink;
Miss D. Heywood (a debutante), white satin edged with swans-
down ; Miss Fairchild, bluesilkandhersistermauvesilk with white
Watteaubow; Miss Harding, cream and mauve and her sister
creami; Miss Barclay, cream net; Miss Huxtable, yellow gauze;
Miss Kennedy, yellow and her sister black; Miss B. Kennedy,
black and red; Miss M. Kennedy, yellow gauze; Miss Seddon,

Watteau bow ; Miss Bendall(a debutante), white silk ;
Miss Glover, white spotted net; Miss Johnston (Hutt), black and
andher sister, cieani ; Miss M. Quick, fawn velvet; Miss Nevill
(Dunedin), black net ; Miss L. Johnston, cream and gold; Miss
Kenny, cream net with violets; Miss Tripe, white Liberty silk ;
Miss * ’. Brandon, pink andblue Pompadour silk; Miss Pickering,
white with red velvet ribbons, and hersister averypretty crimson
satin, hand painted; Miss Page: Miss Lee, black overwhite;
Miss Widdop, white : Miss E. Widdop (a debutante), white silk,
feather triniming: Miss Samuels, blue silk; Miss Rose, cream
gauze; Miss L. Rose (a debutante), white Liberty silk with
£<♦ s Famcourt, blue veiling braided with silver:
Miss Willis, white; Miss Trimnell, sage green net and silk;
Miss Pownall, white silk and green velvet; Miss Wil-
liams, white; Miss Ling, pale yellow; Miss Lingard, black,
trimmed with blue chifton, and Messrs Seddon, Chapman, War-
drop, Govctt, Cooper, Turnbull. Vogel, Baldwin. Richardson, Tol-
hurst, Gardiner, Hamilton, Todd. Woolridge, Butterworth, Anson,
Tripp, St. Hill, Kebbell, Gore, Pratt, Ogle, Tripp, Izard, Elliott,
Bjss, Jackson, C. Cooper. Burns and Lieuts, Stansfield, and Buck,
and Dr. Collins, of H.M.S. Ringarooma. besides manyothers. A
couple ofextras were played at suppertime by Miss I. Cooper and
Miss Pownall.

DR. AND MRS ADAMS’ ‘AT HOME.’
Mrs Adams, who is a charming hostess, received in a handsome

pale blue-grey brocaded gown trained and trimmed with lace;
Mrs Ferguson was in pink brocade; Mrs Willie Moorhouse, in
cream ; Mrs Rhodes, in a handsome black gown with diamonds;
Miss Alice Moorhouse, in a lovely cream merveilleux braided
with goid, and made wiih a Watteau train ; Miss H. Moorhouse,
in whitesatin with pearl embroidery ; Mrs Arthur Rhodes wore a
lovely pink silk gown trimmed with delicate cream lace; Miss
Hallowes.in black ; Miss StudholmeandMiss Trippboth in white;
Miss Bennett, inpink ; Miss Hilda Williams,in black velvet with
corselet bodice of jet over a full pink chiffon blouse bodice ; Miss
M. Grace, in a pretty white and black striped gown; and Miss
Rhodes(Napier), inpalest blue trimmed with moss green velvet.
The Misses Izard, Cooper, Russell, Aynsley, St. Hill, Johnston,
Holmes, Gore, Pynsent, Loughnan and Dransfield, and Messrs
Stiidholme, Hunter-Blair, Clayton, Boyle, Gillington, Turnbull,
Kebbell, Tripp. A’Deane, Watson, Barker, Tolhurst, Gardiner,
and Drs. Martinand Cahill were also among the many guests.

THE HUNT CLUB RACES
tookplace at the Hutt Park Racecourse on Saturday afternoon,
when a very large number of both ladies and gentlemen were
present. The weather was fine, but the coursevery heavy after
the recent heavy rain. By noon the grandstand and lawn were
crowded and a very enjoyable outing it was. Most people ar-
rivedby train butnumbers rode whilst others drove. His Excel-
lency the Governor, arrived about noon, being metby Dr. Cahill
and Mr Crawford, and being accompanied by Capt. Clayton,

those present were Mrs Cooper in a long plush mantle
andblack bonnet; the Misses Cooper, Mrs Loughnan woresage
green andpink silk, fur boa; Miss Loughnan, green dress, longbrown jacket edged with beaver; Mr »nd Mrs A. Rhodes, the
latter in asacque jacket, fur boa and black hat; Miss Studholme,
black three-quarter cloak with fur, black and pink hat: Mr and
Mrs VV . Moorhouse, Mr and Mrs Pratt, the latter in apretty green
cloth gown, fawn waistcoat, green velvet bonnet, fawn tips ; Mr
and Mrs Valentine (Waimea), the latter in a handsome blue and
brown rough striped tweed, the tabs lined with bright blue,brown
an<J ’l><;bonnet: MrandMrsH.Beetham(Wairarapa).Mrand Mrs
It Rjddiford. Lady Buckley, fawn tweed, velvet bonnet; Mrand
Mrs 1. Wilford, the latter in Gobelin corduroy velvet, grey fur
boa; the Hon. G. and Miss McLean, Dr. and Mrs Purdy. Mrs
Menteath, grey velvet trimmed with violet velvet, violet shaded
featherbonnet; Mr and Mrs Reeves, Mrs Ferguson, blue-checked
gown ; Mrs Abraham. Mrs and Misses Gore, Mrs J. Rhodes, Miss
Rhodes, the Misses Grace, Miss Russell, brown tweed and boa;
Dr. and MissesGillon, Dr. Cahill. Mr and Mrs Ta vener.Miss Izard,
Miss Graham, Miss St. Hill. Misses Moorhouse, Miss Tripp, Misses
Rm’nctt. Mrs Parfitt, Misses Grierson, Aynsley. andBennett. Mrs
J ricnd. Miss Fowler, Misses Quick. Miss H. Williams, Miss Haise,
Miss Pynsent. Miss Trimnell, Misses Brandon. Mrs Brandon, Miss
Richardson, Miss Malcolm. Mrs Cruickshank, Miss Allan, Miss
£ airchild. Miss Friend. Miss Pickering, Misses Skerrett, Mrs
Waters. Misses Dyer, Mrs McLean in a pretty crimson cloth
t rained dress trimmed with astrachan. fur boa. black hat ; Messrs
Russel, Gollan, Cooper, Pearce, Dunean, Fox, Grey. Williams
Birnbauine. Turnbull. Studholme, Stansfield. Collins. Parfitt,
Hadfield, Tripp, and Watson. Lunch was served in the Grand-
stand, and afternoon tea in a tent on the lawn, where a band dis-
coursed sweet music during the day.

Here aresome frocks at

THE HUNT BALL.

Lady Buckley wore a very beautiful gown of pale yellowbrocade, the petticoat striped with broad bandsof black velvet
and yellow feathers on the low corsage; Mrs Menteath wore
white brocade trimmed with white flowers and green leaves-
Mrs Richardson, handsomeblack and white stripedsilk trimmed’

BALL PROGRAMMES, ETC.
T IST received, a beautiful assortment of Ball Bro-

grammes, also Cords andPencils. Wedding, Invitation. Visiting
Concert and Menu Cards executed on the shortest notice.
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