
The following letters, from our corres-

pondents, were delayed last week through
the gales that prevailed :—

DUNEDIN.

Dear Bee, July 6.

This is just the seasonfor afternoonteas, and nothing
is pleasanter after a walk or drive through the cold sloppy streets

than the well - warmed, well - furnished drawing-room, where,
under the influence of ‘the cup that cheers,’in the half lights of
the wintry afternoon, people get confidential. The shaded lights
amongthe flowers and the dreamy music seem tohaveacharm that
a garish summers day does not possess. Anyway, every after-
noon almost sees crowds of ladies going to or returning from one

of these mild festivities.

MRS BOYD’S KETTLEDRUM.

Mrs Boyd had a large tea at which among other good things,
music was dispensed. Both Mrs Williams and Miss G. Roberts

contributed solos. Mrs Pirn sang that lovely song * The Garden

of Sleep.’ Miss F. Cargill reciting capitally ‘ The Laird ofCock-

pen.’
Miss It. Neill gave an enjoyable tea to her young girlfriends.

MRS DYMOCK’S LUNCH.

Mrs Dymock had a large luncheon party, the table looking very

very pretty decorated with large glowing bowls ofholly. Among
the guests we eMrs G. M’Lean, Mrs Williams, wearingdark blue

trimmed with astrachan ; Mrs Michie,black serge with trimmings
of green velvet; Mrs A. W. Morris, brown cashmere and velvet;
Mrs A. Morris, grey tweed; Miss Dymock, stylish brown tweed.

Others were Mesdames Hocken, Ilaggil, Hoskings, and Miss Le
Cren,

A very pleasant
SOCIAL REUNION

took place at St. John’s Hall, Roslyn. The hallwas tastefully de-
t-orated, and arranged as a drawing-room. The Rev. W. A.

Diggens, incumbent of St. John's, opened the proceedings by a
shortaddress, Miss Jennie West following with a solo. A little
comedietta was rendered capitally by the choir boys. A humor-
ous reading by Mr D'Arcy Haggitt, songs by Miss Durstan and
Messrs A. and 11. Martin, Durstan, andBeaumont, followed.

The ReV. B M. King,of St. Martin’s, North East Valley, held a

meeting of the congregation to bid them farewell. He leaves for

England on account of Mrs King’s health. The congregation
regret his loss, for he, by his faithful labours has made himself

very much beloved.

Maude.

CHRISTCHURCH.

Dear Bee, July 8.

A surprise party crane off at Addington last week,
and caused quite a buzz ofexcitement in that little suburb. It is

usual to ‘ surprise ’ the hostess. This time, from what1 can learn,
Mrs Felton surprised all her guests by inviting them suddenly to

the schoolroom, which had been veryprettily decorated, the stage
especially so. Several musical items were given, a songfrom Mrs
Russell being much admired. A tug-of-war was gotup

between

married and single gentlemen, and later dancing began, and was

kept up with greatspirit until past midnight. The ideais,l suppose,

to takepeople as they are, and not wait torevening dress, but some
of theladies were quite equal to the emergency, theMisses Foster
(Halswell) looking very pretty in whiteand pale blue; Miss Jack-
son, inpink, with waist belt and shoulder strapsof black velvet;
Mrs Russell wore black ; Mrs Felton wasin black richly trimmed

with jet.
DRESSESAT THE MONTAGUE-TURNER OPERA COMPANY.

I have seen among the very appreciative audience Mrs Bea-

inont, handsomely gowned in rich black moire and fawn cloak ;
Mrs England, dark dress and cardinal plush wrap: Mrsbte-*d,
black eveningdress and peacock plush cloak with grey fur; Miss

Palmer, black dress, white cloak ; Miss Royse, white dress, pale
pink wrap; Mrs F. M. Wallace; Mrs F. Thompson, black lace

gown,pink velvet cloak with white fur; Mr and the Misses Cow-
lishaw, Mr and Miss Uonnal, Mrs M. Campbell and two daughter,
Miss Fr«nkish, black dress, pretty white cloak ; Mrs F. Graham,
dark dress, white cloak with pink silk hoodand ribbonsand white
feather trimming; Miss Graham, blue silk dress, white cloak;
Miss Spensley, pink dress, long caidinal cloak with white fur;
Miss A. Spenslcy, pale green dress ; Mrs H. 1). Carter in handsome
brown merveiileux with floral pattern ; Mrs G. Roberts, Mrs
Mearesandothers.

Carl Hertz and his company have increased inpopularitys on this,

theirsecondappearance,last night fillingthe Tuam-street Hall to
overflowing, and it is most funny to hear people say they ‘ know

how it is done.’ I wonder if the Maori has foundoutyet how the

sovereign he held so tightly in a handkerchief got outof his hand
into the potato.

Thesession promises tobe unusuallygay this year,and quite an

exodus ofour girls has set in already. Mrs Banks and family left
Napier last week to return to Wellington, in time forsome of the
festivities. The Misses Loughnan. Murray-Aynsley, Hargreaves
and Heywood have gone,the Misses Burnes, Reeves, Mcßae, Hall
and Taylor tofollow.

Dolly Vale.

NAPIER.

Dear Bee, July 8.

The second of the Cinderellas has taken place, and

was as great a success as the first ball, which is saying a good
deal. The room was well lighted, the floor was good, and the
supper exceedingly nice. The music was capital also, and the

extras were exceedingly well played. There was a great crowd

of people, and it would take a very long time to tell you of all the
gownsworn, so I will just tell you of those who looked particularly
well. Miss was there from Clive, looking very

charming in a bright amber Liberty silk gown trimmed

with amber chidon and velvet of a darker shade; the gown
was prettily made with a train, which was not held up,

and looked very graceful and pretty, though in the way.

I really can’t tell you who was the belle. Some thought
Miss Flo Peacoeke, others Miss Carrie Sutton, while others again
thought Miss Lascelles carried off the palm. Several ofthe girls
looked very winning. Miss Flo Peacoeke wore a pink gown which

suited her toperfection ; Miss Carrie Sutton lookedextremely well
in an electric blue velvet gown, made a luprincesuc with train.

This gown fitted to perfection. The bodice was very pretty.
The velvet formed a sortof high Swiss belt, and from that issued
softpullings ofsilk, the velvetbeing bound with narrowsilver cord.

Silver bands were worn in the hair. Miss Baine looked veiy nice ;
she wore a pretty white gown, striped netover silk, sleeves cut

open on the arms ; the gown was most becoming, and fitted Miss

Raine s tall figure admirably ; Miss Ditchings wore pink, and

looked charming; Misses Ba 11tarry and Heath madetheir debut,
and both looked very fresh and nice in pretty white gowns ; Miss

Tuke wore a pale cream silk gown trimmed with quantities of
chiffon ; Miss IdaTiffin looked very pretty in pink. There were a

number of pink gowns worn. Miss Lucy Williams also wore

pink, ami looked exceedingly well : I have seldom seen Miss
Rhodes look better than she did in a becoming while gown;

Miss Milly Rhodes looked pretty in black ; Miss .Viaud Shaw- wore

a becoming black gown: Miss Shaw was conspicuous by her

absence; Miss Weber looked nice in white; Mrs ArthurFulton

looked one ofthe best in the room, in a pretty cream gown ; Miss

Kempthorne, a visitor from Gisborne, looked very well in black ;
Miss Locke, in black also, and 1 admired Miss Blylh very much,
who wore a charming white gown ; Mrs Gore, a handsome blue

velvetdress and diamonds; Mis Logan looked well in white; Mrs

Kettle, handsome black gown; Mrs Ewart (Hastings), most be-

coming gown. Altogether the ball was a great success, and
everyone is looking forward to the next. 1 hear a rumour of a

dance in honour of Mr Sanderson, who is leaving for England

shortly. We girls are allon the quivii-r.

The influenza is still very bail here, though 1 am glad to say

many of its victims arc recovering.
Gladys.

MARLBOROUGH.

Dear Bee, July 7.

The appeal of the WaitohiFootball Club which was
referred tothe New Zealand Rugby Union, has beenupheld, thus
placing Picton ahead in the first roundfor the Cup.

Two more whales were caught in Tory Channel, Picton, last
week, which are expected to yield five

or
six tons of oil.

Yet another tire toadd toour fashionableexcitements in Picton.
A tinsmith’sshop was set on tirein the usual manner, and at the
usualhour—two or three o’clock in the morning—and, of course,
was burned down before anybody could get to it. The Public
Hall had a narrow escape, the walls Jbeing scorched.

Jean.

THIRD

Christmas Story
COMPETITION.

HE COMPETITION for the short stories for

the last Christmas Number of the
New Zealand Graphic

was so entirely successful, resulting in the in-

troduction to the editor of writers hitherto

unknown to him, that it has been deemed ad-

visable to follow so excellent a precedent.

Therefore the editor, in offering prizes for a similar com-

petition this year, trusts that many fresh writers will enter

the field. (See rule 2.)

Owing to the immense labour involved in reading the

competitions, designing the illustrations, and producing
this

The stories must not be less than 4000, or more than

6500 words in length, suitable for use in the New Zealand

Graphic. Each story must be accompanied by a short out-

line (about 500 words in length) of its plot.

SPECIAL NUMBER

OF THE

New Zealand Graphic
it is imperative that the stories should be in the Editor’s

hands as per rule 5.

THREE PRIZES

will be given in the following order for the best selected

tales :—

FIRST PRIZE --£5OO

SECOND PRIZE -£3OO

THIRD PRIZE
- £2 0 0

RULE S.

In writing, these conditions, must be observed :
1. The Graphic is at liberty to publish any of the stories sent

in other than the prize-takers.

2. Every reader of t.he New Zealand Graphic not being a

member of the literary staff or the winnerof afirst prize in previ-

ous years, is eligibletoenter the competition.

3. The Editor cannotundertake to answerinquiries havingre-

ferenceto the treatmentof the stories in detail. The particulars

given are sufficient for the purposes of the competition, and

everything else is left to the Judgment and discretion of the

competitors. The award of theJudges will be published as soon

after the close ofthe Competition as possible, and no information

respecting the award will be given to any competitor before this

publication.

4 Each MSS. should be prepaid, and if left open at the ends

will be carried at book post rates. It should be addressed to the

‘Editor. New Zealand Graphic, .Shortlandstreet, Auckland.

A motto instead of the writer's name must be written under the
title ot the story. The author's real name must be enclosed in an

envelopeaddressed to the editor, bearing the mottoand the words,

•Story Competition’on the top left corner. This envelope must

not be placed in the MSS. packet, but must be posted separ-
ately. It must also contain a declaration that the work is

original and entirely the sender's own.

5. All contributions must reach the office before August 16th.

6. The incidents and general features of the story must, refer to

life or adventure in New Zealand as typified in the cities, the

country, on the gold Holds or gum-fields, on a sheen run, in a

wealthy home, or a struggling farm. The stories must be bright,

original, and suitable for family reading. Purely imaginative

stories are not of course inadmissible if the scone is laid in New
Zealand.

7. Writing on one side of thepaper only.

NOW PUBLISHED

‘THE LIFE AND TIMES OF SIR
GEORGE GREY.’

W. L. AND LILY REES.

The publisher of the above highly-interesting work has very
great pleasure in announcing that the book willbe ready for issue
on May 16th. SirGeorge Grey’s life has been unique in the annals
ofliving statesmen. Its story reads like a romance, rather thana

biography. Commencing his public career as an explorer in Wes-
tern Australiahe subsequently administered the affairs of South
Australia, New Zealand and Cape Colony at the most critical
periods in the history of these colonies. There were then neither
cables nor steam mail-services to keep the Governor in touch
with the Imperial authorities, and hehad to rely entirelyuponhis
ownjudgmentand resources. Itwas under these circumstances
that Sir George Grey had successively to cope with financial dis-
asterin SouthAustralia, native insurrection in New Zealand and

Kaffir disturbances at Cape Colony.
The authors have hajd exceptional opportunities for gathering

the facts of Sir George Grey’s remarkable career. Intimate per-
sonal communication with the ex-Govcrnor and statesmanhas

enabled them to set outhis remarkable figure in bold relief, and

they have been able by direct reference to ascertain the inner his-
tory of many eventsof great historical importance, and tocollect
a large fundof interesting personal reminiscences

The book has been written inpopular style and should command
a very large sale. Orders should be forwarded at once.

H. BRETT, Publisher,
N. Z. Graphic Office, Auckland.

FINE TEAS.

DRAGON BLEND, 3s. per lb.

HOUDAH BLEND, 3s. PER LB-

KANGRA VALLEY BLEND,

2s. 10d. PER lb.

o

IT IS ASTONISHING

That people are found who readily pay SIX-

PENCE per glass for alcoholic drinks, and

yet who HESITATE to pay less than a HALF-

PENNY per large breakfast cup for these

DELICIOUS TEAS.

EMPIRE TEA COMPANY.,

W. & G. TURNBULL & CO,

PROPRIETORS, WELLINGTON.
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HOT SPRINGS—TE ARO HA.

Visitors will find it to their advantage to stay

AT THE

PALACE HOTEL
The Largest, Best Appointed, Most Comfortable

and Most Reasonable.

SAMUEL T. SMARDON
Proprietor.

BALL PROGRAMMES, ETC.

JVST received, a beautiful assortment of Ball Pro-

grammes, also Cords and Pencils. Wedding, Invitation, Visiting

Concert and MenuCards executed onthe shortest notice.

NEW ZEALAND GRAPHIC PRINTING WORKS,
SHORTLAND STREET. AUCKLAND.
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