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WHANGAROA HARBOUR.

SCENE OF THE BLOWI

NG UP OF THE BOYD.

. OWHEHE in New Zealand is more interesting
or beautilul scenery to be found than in Whan-
garoa Harbour, which is, however, only just
beginning to attract the attention of tourists
and lovers of the picturesque. It is easily
reached by steamer from Auckland, and
whetlier the touariet be an artist in search of
pretty * bits,” an antiquary interested in early
New Zealand history, er merely a lazg
admirer of the beautiful, he canpot fail to find a per-
fectly astoniahing nmumber of things to interest and de-
light him. The entranoce to the WWhangaroa Harbour isa

sufficient evidenca to disturb the common belief. All that
is or can be known of the occarrence comes from native
teatimony, and though & Maori er Maoris may Jie for the
occasion, they do not persist in antruth. 1f they have been
lying, sooner or later they will confess the truth.

{ieorge's father, we know, was among those who lost their
livea when the powder on board the vessel exploded after
the humaan feast was over, and it would have been his daty
to avenge tbe indignity offered to his son, if such had oe-
curred.

The supercargo of the ship City of Edinburgh, a Mr
Alexander Berry, was the first narrator of the massacre, and
he being dependent on Maori testimony, which he coold only
imperfectly understand, was not likely to present an im-
partial and corrvect record of what had taken place. He,
moreover, left the country early in January, a few daye only

ST, IPETER'S WHANGAROA.

very narrow one, and is almost hidden by the outlying
izlands—so much so, indeed, that anyone not know-
ing the entrance between the heads might easily miss
the harbour altogether. Imimediately inside the said
lieads are two stranpgely picturesque rocks so washed
and worn hy the water as to form striking resemblancea
Lo the Sphinx. (oe looks as if it were oroamented with
a feather, but the other is almost startling in its resemblance
o the Bphinx, with the photographs of which all are familiar,
tince inside the harbour, in fact, thera are almost endless
things for atudy and admiration. The two fine rock-crowned
eminences—Nt. I'etet’s {of whiel we give a picture) on the
one hand and &t. P'aul’s on anather—then there is Peach
Ialand where Hongi vsed to keep his prisoners, There
teo, the Twelve Apistles, the cc'ebrated proliles of (iad-
stone, Wellington, and the Duke of Edinburgh seen in the
rock as if seoalptored. The caves, too, with Maori skele-
tons atiract mAany, and those who take an intevest in
modern industries will make visits of inspection to the
numerons great sawmills in the vicinity. \hangaroa has
always been a great place for kauri, and in olden tines all
the shipa eould put in thera for epare. [t was oo a trip for
spars that the Hoyd met her destruction.  Aas this disaster
in really one of the most interesting stories in New Zealand
Liistory, and certainly the story in connection with Whan-
gnroa, we shall quote it in full, feeling sure that many
people will like to send copies to friends in other parts of
the world : —

Thera are 80 nany versions of the narrative of the wieck
of the Eayd, that the story in 8 hard one to tell. Thera
were only four survivors atong some seventy souls, and of
there two were children, little girls, and vne a Loy of
lifteen ; the funrth, a woman, died soon after the mishap.
The outlines of the crime are, however, clearly defined.

A wlip called the Doyd, belonging to Mr Ueorge lrown,
eniled from Sydney with some seventy Fnropeana and
several Maoris on hoard, and putting inte Whangaroa to
load with spars, all her European pasengers and crew
were killed, cooked, and eaten, save the four above men-
tivned, The ship became a ¢astaway, and her carge waw
destroye .

The common and accepted account js that the crew and the
pREsenpers were miurdered to avenge the llogging of a chief
named Tara, called George by the Kwiopeans, ‘There ix not

after he had rescued the survivors, whom he took with him,
and consequently had neither time nor oppertunity to sift
the details he heard froms bia pative friends and transmitted
to Sydney.

He also eent an aceount of the tragedy to the owner of the
veasel, Mr Leorge Brown, who gave the ietter to his brother-
in-law, Mr Constabla, an extensive publisher and bookseller
in Edinburgh, who published it with some remarks of his
own in the Edidurgh Magazine, and sabsequently in the
fourth volume of bis * Miscellany.” My Barry and those as-

soziated with him also gave to two ehiefa who lived on
Karorareka beach a similar letter to that sent to Sydoey
and to the owner of the vemsel, to be exhibited to ship:
mastere trading to the Bay of Islande. Thia letter tells the
atory of the Boyd as Herry believed it to have oecurred :

cory.)

The mnstersa of dhips frequenting Now Zealand are directed to
be carcful in admitting many of the natives on board, a3 they may
be cut oif in a moment. by xurprise,

‘These are to iertify that during our stay in thisa harbour we had
frequent raports of & ship belng taken by tha natives in the neigh-
bouring harbour f Whangaroa. and that the ship’s crew were
killed and caten. In orderto ascortain the truth of Lhis report, ax
woll p1to rescuo a few poople who were said Lo be spared in the

eneral mssacte, Mr Berry, accompanied by Mr Russell and

ctunganga. b principal chief in the Bay of 1slands, who volun-
teered his services, set ont for Whanzaroa in three armed boats.
on Sunday, the 31st December, 1803, and upon their arrival ithey
found the miserable remuios of the ship Boyd, Captain John
Thompson, which the natived. after siripping of overything of
value, had burnt down to the water's edgo. rom the hand=soma
ronduct of Melanganga Lhey wore able Lo rescue & boy, & wonian,
and two childron, the only survivors of this shocking event, which
acrording to the wnst salisfactory information, was perpolratod
entirely under the direction of that old rascal T'o Pahi, who had
been 50 much and so nndeservedly carcasod at Pory Jackson,

This unfortunate vessel, intending 10 iond with spars, was taken
three day# after her arrival. The natives informed the master
the kecond day that they wonld show the spars thu next day. In
the mornin e Pahi arrived from Te Funa, and wont aboand.
He staid only a few minutes, and then went into bin canoo, but
remained alengside the vessel, which wna snreoundsd by & con-

silerable number of canoes, which appeared collected o the pur-
ose of trading, nnd A considerable number of the natives grad nally
intrud=d into the uhiR and sat down upsn the deck.

fast tho master lel

Fier break-
7 ship with two boats to lonk oul for spars.

a convenicnt time, now gave the signal of
b . nstant the savages, who appeared sitting peace-
ably upon deck, rushed upon the unarmed crew, who were dis-
persed aboutthe ship at their various employinents. The greaten

ATEL waore IAss icred in o woment, and woere no kooner knocked

own than they were cnt up while still alive: five or six of the
hands escaped up the ri Te Pahi now having posscssion of
the ship, hailed thum wilh a sppaking trumpet, and ordercd them
1o unbend the sails and cut away the rigging. and they should not
be hurt., They vemplicd wilh his commands, and afterwards
came down., He then took them ashore in his canoe, and after.
ward= killed them. 'Fhe master went ashore wilhoul arms, and,
of course,

The namos of the survivors arc: Mre Nanny Morley and child,
Hetsy Broughton, and Thomas Pavis, boy. The natives of the
spardistrict in this harbour have behaved well even beyond ex-

oectation, and seems muoech concerncd on account of this unfor-

unate event; and dreading the displeasure of King George, have
requented ecrliticat>s of their good conduct in order to exempt
them from his vengeance ; bul let no man atter this trust a New
Zealander.

We further certify that we have loft with the bearer, Mete
U'oge. A jolly biat beionging to the Boyd we brenght reund to
Whangaroa, who has al weys behaved in the best mannur.

S1MEON PATTISON.
ALE ERRY, Buperearge.
James Irsssi, Mate.

Given on board the ship City of Edichorgh, Captain 3. Patlisen,
Bay of Isliends, bth Janaary, 1810,

'Rcru behaved very well, and all his iribe.
guve him =everal gallons of oil
sailed on January 25th, 1810

1Signed)
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For that roason I
1 camc in January iTth, and

. Bwarn,
Khip Camberland.

The reporé published in the Swdney Gazefte soon, how-
ever, came te be questioned in Sydney. It was too iwmpro-
bable to be trusted, when men had time to examing the avi-
dence on which it rested, and on the 1st of September, 1810,
the CFezelte gave to the story anoiler version, which Cap-
tain Chase, of the Governer Bligh, had obtained from a
native of (}taheite, who had most probably absconded from
the City of Edinburgh in the Decemnber previons.  Accord-
iny to the Otaheitian the natives who were passengers om
board the Boyd, being displeased with their treatment
during the voyage, knowing Captain Thompsoa's intention
to take in a load of spars at Whangaroa, rmothered their
anger, and beinz applied to by him for assistance in procur-
ing the timber, sought to entice him on shore 1o select the
treea he desired to obtain.

The narrative thus gontinnes : —* The captain was thereby
prevailed on to leave the vessel, accompanied by his chief
officer, with three boats manned, te get the spars on board.
The natives who had arrived in the 5:ip being of the party,
which was accompanied by & number of nthers in their
canoes, the boats were conducted to a river, on eotering
which they were out of eight of the ship, and after proceed-
ing mome distance up, Captain Thompson was invited to
land and mark the epars he wanted. The boats landed ac-
cordingly, the tide being then beginning to ebl, and the
craws followed to assist in the work. The gnides led the
party throngh various Eatina that were least likely to
answer the desired end, thus delaying the premeditated at-
tack until the boats should lie leit by the eflinence of the
tide suffiziently high to prevent an escape, which part of
the horrible plan accomplished, they became insolent and
rude, ironically pointing at decayed fragments and inguir-

TIHE SPHINX, WIHANGALDA.



