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NAPIER. _

Dean BEK, - Juse 4

Ve have mo enjoyed the Montague - Turner
Opers Company, snd the thestrs has been crowided,
Awnongst the large sudience on variona nights were Mes-
dames Hondly, McLean, Pat MclLean, Urmond, Willinma,
Tillonr. Tabuteau, Fulton, Fraser, H. Smith, Hamlin,
Logan, Kettle, 1avideon, Hoben, Huasell, I'h'kar. 'I_‘nvlur,
and tha Missea Shaw, Donnolly, Seale, Cotserlll. Rainbow,
Taslor, Locke, Rhodes, Milly Rhoden, Nelson, linssell,
Hitchings, Hamlin, Williama, Fulten, Weber, and crowds
niore.

THE CINDEHELLX DANCE.

The *Trnds Brothers’ played at the Cinderella dance,
soil their playing was much appreciated. The ‘' Bwingiog
Waltzes ' were delightfnl to danee to. Misa Miller, who was
lecidedly the belle of the evening, looked very charming in
a bleck gown trimmed with yellow ; Mias Lmscei:len looked
very well indeed in & pale pink gown, made with n baby
hodice, ned chiffon Frill 1o the form of a berthé ; 1 liked Mra
Ketile in black ; Mrs Logan looked very charming in white ;
Miss (:lendinning wore 8 Invely gnwn, and looked remark-
ably handsonie, The *Kitchen, Lancers were danced
s pood deal. 1 canoot say I like them ; they savour
of below stairs. There is far too mmch twisting ,nn_d
wurning te euit me. They are certainly *jelly, if
that is anythiog in their favour. A number aof eonntry men
were in for theﬁmll. in:lnding Messrs J. A._I:lmser. Hobin-
son, Minden, Fenwicke, Frank Nelson, White, and several
others,
: MUS LOGAK'S DANCE.

h‘M < Lopan gave a moat enjoyabla little dance. The night
was rpru %Lioﬁs. and averyt.hgug went well, Miss Mabel
Rhodes looked one of\hhe bes}b. Nobedy can eawnplain of
ing in Napier this season.
the lack of daacing in Nap GLADYS.
ey T T
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. 1We have bad the Hev, B Walker lecturing i
Hastings on that much.talked-of theme — drink. 1is
lecture was listened 1o moat avtentively, plthoug‘n, of
course, there were those in the trom who did not agree
with everything that was ssid. This would be a very tawne
waorld if we all agreed upon every subject,

At the

CIRISTY MINSTREL ENTERTAINMENT
Mesdamea (Capiain) Russell, Hobbs, Nelson, Morison,

::dr.ethe Misses (Wapllue, Nelson, Williams, HRussell, and
ou’i“ei::;e is some talk, Bee, of our having an aspha}lte teonis
court here for the winter. MrJ. A. Fraseris moving in the
Juatter, and a meetiog ia to be held this evening to see
what can be done, 1f the court can be made it will be an
immense boon for Haestings folk, as there ia literally
nothing to do in winter, Of course we have a few dances,
but we want some out-door sport, No huntiap goes on io
this district, I am sorry to say, and men, as well as girls
want something to do in winter, ]

The Musical Society is waking stendyh way, the practices
are regulaily held, and a large number of people have

joined, We hope soon to have a concert, and feel sure it

will be a good o:‘Je. ) DoLLY.
FUIL

Dear BEE, ArRiL 30.

We have been so anxious theae last two nontha
expecting the usual hurricane to come npoa w3 at Boy time,
but we are thankfal to say the season has now passed with-
out & blow. The weather is getting much cooler, and it is
siroply delightful, especinlly in the evenings.

Mrs Mctonnell, of Ardmore Hall (Taviuni) gave n wel-
come dance for Mra J. W. Watkias, atid it was & most en-
joyable evening. It would be impossible to be otherwise,
as Mrs McCoonell i3 & charming hostess, and her parties are
alwayas asuccess, We are sorry to say Lhat this lady isnow
leaviog us, and we shall misa her very much. She iz going
to Sydney for pome months, and we trust her visit will be a

most pleasant ooe.

Holmhurst Fatate ia quite picturesque with its acres and
acres af beautiful augar-cane. I bear the mill is likely to
eonnnence crushing in Jone or Juoly, and also that the
gentlemen there intend piving & ball io the latter month.

A farewell dinner %aa given by Mr and Mre Eastgate to
Dir. Lynch on hie departure for Ba, aad Dr. Yound, who
was formetly there, has Leeo removed to Suva.

ilis Excellency the (foveroor is now on his way te Samoa
and the Noion Uroup in H.M.5. Curacoa. We hear that
lord Charles Reott is shortly to visit Suva, and some of the
uther wasehips in the_Australian station are likely to be in

same time,
]m'll‘th:ha::hl;‘liec Ukapel at Walriki was opened on 28Lh inet,,
and & great pumber mepembled to witness the event. The
£.0. Mauth brought over two hundred passecgers thal day,
and seme who wished to teke their pussnﬁe by her to catch
the out going steamer were unable to dén an. How they
wished that the Cump:ny \lvoulllhput on & larger eteamer
ing like they used to have here.
Nn'll!:‘él:lenﬁ ltlo bea !ega.tm. in Levuka on the {neen's Birth-
day, and slao a dance, arnd we hear soane ol the Suvg peaple
wiﬁ be there. Suva seems rather uleep'{ Intely. When are
the inhalitonts going to wn!&e up aod give ua all & enr-
wise?  Wait nutil bhlu warships come in, sod then we shall
ve ey tines indeed.

m\,\?gh:rr.:l heve an sbundance of fruit this year, snch s
oranges, lemons, limes, citroms, banenss, pineapples,
shaddockn, peannts sod cocosouts.  The lanters are
hoping they will ::lut have too dry & sesson, and then thinge
are sure to tlourish, .

MURCHISON [BULLER.

DEAR LER,

No donht the small village of Murehisct is un-
ktown to many readers of the LikavHIC., It is situated in
tha centre of ‘the Buller Valley, which is so tamed for ita
beantifol scenery. Although far among the hills, balls,
concerts, and other entertsinmenta mre not nnknown, A
mast knccessful concert and dance took place in the Publie
Hall in sid of the funda of the Publie Library, when maay
of gur talented singers were heard to great advantage.
Mrs F. H. Smith sang * No One Like Motber ' in excelleat
style. Miaa Bloxham's!' Yesterday ' wes equally successlul,
and well deserved the encore acecorded her. ” She waa attired
in & most becoming dress of black silk covered with black
lnce, prettily trimmed with gold. Mr MeGuire sang well,
Me T. O'Rourke completaly hronght down the hoose with
lin Trish comic snags; Mr T. Bell, M C C., gave * Naney
Lee'in his usual excellens eiyle; Mr K. F, Paton's ' Tha
Scoat ' was much appreciated : Mrs Bell, who was robed in
brown silk and velvet sang * Killarney,' and was accorded a
well-earned encore. The hall wae %o erowded that it was
impoanible to see all who were present, but I noticed in the
frant seats Mesdarmes O’Eeurke, Cowan, Rnbert Downie,
Misses Hunter, O'Rourke, McNee, Maorel, Baipent, Brown,
and several othere, About forty couples attended the
dance, which was & most enjoyabla one. Mr Herman
Huddlestun deserves great praise for the exeellent way he
discharged his dutiss a8 stage manager, Also the energetic
secretary, Mr R. MeNea.

1t ia rumonred that the lady membera of our tennis club
are piving a ball at an early date, and as the Misses
U'Rourke and McNes are taking a leading part in the affair,
wa are atire to bave a good time,
Busn Ra.

THE CHORUS SINGER AND THE THEATRE FIRE.
A GRroUr of girls stood ab the stage deor of the Grand Opera
House in Vienna, talking or exchanging words with the
other employts who passed in, keeping the while a sharp
lock out for the manager. Ope of these chorus singers, &
young and beautiful Italian girl, standiog just withiu the
extreme entrance, with her mantle wrapt closely about her
throat, snddenly remarked -

*We must sing our beet to-might, for the Emperor is
coming.*

‘13 he? ‘Who told you, Anna
Carolla? .

‘Qae of the band,’ answered Anna Carolla, quietly.
¢ Car]l Rosenfeldt. There he comee, with his violin."

With some others of the opera band there approached a
tall, handsome, young Hungarian, who puua-e(g to answer
the girls’' eager inquiry, *Had be said the Emperor was
coming ¥

¢ Yeas ; the Imperial Guards bave jast passed by to take
up their place at the grand entrance. The house will be
crowded.’

Then passing inside, he stooped ta whisper to Anna Ca-
rolla, with a sn:ile in bis deep blue eyes, * Anna, I lead the
violing to-night ; Stendgal is ill.’

She put her hand in bis, with the sweet perfect Lrust of
one who knows she is loved,

*I am sorry for bim ; but for you, Carl, my heart must
be glad.’

*Here they come topether !' eried a girl ontside, *The
manager and chef d orchestre. Away '

The new leader of the band huarried away as the chorus
trooped in, and Anna Carolls followed them inty their dress.
ing room. There she soon donned her stage dress; and
slipped away to watch the honse filling, and abave all to
hear every note of the exquisite ovetture to ' Oberon.’

How faeu every place was filling from floor to gallery !
The anditorium was one blaze of splendour; and as she
gazed, the poor, friendless chorus sinper, whose dramatic
talent and splendid voice ought, if she had only the fortuae
to get the first lift, to place her high in the lgric_stage,
wondered sadly if sach chance would ever come to ler; if
not, Carl's father would pever consent to their marriage.
And now the whols house rose as the Euperor entered his
bax, splendidly dressed, glittering with jewels of rarest
valae, which flashed B, thonsand raysas he bowed right and
lefs with his usual gourteons grace. Then the band struck
up the overture, and with the last Lar the curtain drew up,

Flitting here and there during the perfortuance, with
eyes and ears for everything, the mnnager moticed the
Imperial visitor indicating to & geatlemun beside him some
one in the chorns, It was Anpa Carolla, whose beauty had
atiracted hiseye. The first act went splendidly, and the
second ach soon commenced ; but fate had decreed that it
should never be played out that night.

Half way throogh, as the manager, pleased and com-
placent, wae quietly etanding back in one of the wings, he
suddenly felt bis arm grasped, aad turned shaiply to see
Anna Carolla's lovely face, so fuli of determination and
character, at his side.

‘ Huash,” she said, -very low and quietly, ' make no ex-
clamations, but po and see to it befere it gains or ia dis.
covered, The theatre is on fire somewhere hack of the
green-roown, The company can leave by the stage door.

How do you koow?

¢ But, child, if there is the least biot of alarm, look at
that house, They will be crushed to death in their terror
aod crowding to get ont.

¢ Listen,' said the Italian, in the same calm, self-contained
manner. *Nead the cali-boy to tell the door-keeper to ordar
each one &8 theg poss out to depart quickly. I will clear
the houee quietly.’ -

*You do that

*Yes, hers is the boy, send him, and clear out the com-
pany ; I wiil do my part.”

The manager blindly obeyed the strong will and eteady
purpose of the master-mind, a2 people in emergency genoer-
ally do, whatever their relative [)ouniunu in the world.

Xnnn Carolla poreed on to the atage, and advaacing st
onee to the footlights, stood for one mowment, ber tall, com.
mandiog formand besutiful head drawa erect, unfiochingly.
faciog that eruwd, meeting fuli even the matonivhed gare of
the Emperor himeelf, and the wonderiog look of her lover.
In & voice mot loud, but clear as & beli, with cool, steady
authority, in every measured accent, she said :(—

+1 min Lersa by the wanager's orders. Him Imperial
Majesty bas been robbed to-uisht of e rare dismond, and

1%

the thief is in the honse. Every one’ and the speaker’s
dark eyes awept Lthasadience from gallery to pit, “is at once
to withdraw quietly, and in order; anynne attempting to
temaio will be immediately arrested. The band will also
retire at onca' FEven aa she npoke, her sar, painfully strung
for the sonod, eculd hear the warm hom of fames from the
bhack, bat unmoved, she stepped back, swept a deep
?lﬁimu to the mudience and Emperor, and the curtain
ell.

The Emperor instantly left his box, whinpering to a
gentieman to whom he had before pointed out Aona Carolla,
! Thera is something behind all this. I am not robbed.
Send Colopel Bergmann round to summon the manager
to our carriage door.'

Meanwhile the vast erowd filtered rapidly in quiet order
and in safety out, only learning at the door, as they wers
huorried away, the awful death by fire or ernahing from which
the brave and quick-witted girl had saved them. The laat
few to leave the anditorinm emelt the fire and heard the
erackling of fames, and hurried wildly, spreading tha alarn..
But the terrible ery of fire came too Iate ta do mischief, and
once outside, the police and the soldiery, under the cool
dirertions of the Emperor himeelf, kept arder.  And though
the lames mounted at last, Anna’s timely discovery and the
energetic mensures taken, forced the fire onder. In leas
than an heur and s half it was completely out, and the
mutilated Opera House left in charge of the police. .

Then, and not till then, did tha Emperer dismount from
the horse he had used and retnrn to his carringe. As be
did se he paused snddenly. * Bergmann, see | there goes
that Italian girl herself, leaning on the arm of the young
fellow who led the band sn splendidly to-night. Go, see
who and what they are.’ Colonel Bergmann departed to
obey the order, and the Emperor drove off.

The next day the whola etory was in the (fovernment
organ, with an intimation, *inspired' of conrse, that his
Imperial Majesty had graciously caused inquiriea to be
made shont the young charne singer. A {few daye later old
Herr Rosenfeldt received an official intimation that hia
gifted son Carl, and his fiancé, Anna Carolla, were both
under Imperial protection, and their marriage was desired
ta take place as soon as possible, the Emperor dowering tha
bride. The manager also received & similar intimation
through Colonel Bergmann, that his late chorus singer waa
to be brought forward, and advertised for the re-opening of
the Opera az Madame Carolla-Rosenfeldt.

- * * - * * *

Once more the élite of gay Vienna erowded the Opera
House to see the début of the new singer as Agata in ' Der
Freischiitz’ The moment she came on she was received
with a furore which might well make ('arl Rosenfeldt prond
of his beauti{ul yonug wite, and if for Hoyalty was her
grateful glance and sweeping salute, for him was the smile
in the soft dark eyes that met his for one secend.

‘When the cortain fell the new star was cslled for and
showered with boujuets from many a distinguished band ;
bat from the Imperial box was flung one in which lay
nedtled & ecostly bracelet, in the ecentre of which blazed a
diamond of yare value and beauty.

' That fire has made onr fortune, Carl,’ his young wife
said, amiling, as they drove home. -

* Nay, Anba, your owa courage and guickness,’ answered
Carl Rosenfeldt, *That was a dinmon?l rarer than the Im-
perial gift.” And he was right.
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HUT SPRINGS—TE AROHA.

YISITORS WILL FIXD IT TO THEIR ADVANTAGE 10 STAY
AT THE

PALACE HOTEL.

Tie LARGEST, BEST APPOINTED, MosT COMFORTABLE
AKD MosT HEASONABLE,

SAMUEL T. SMARDON

Proprietor.

COKER'S FAMILY HOTEL,
CHRISTCHURCH, NEW ZEALAND.

PaTroNBED BY His EXCELILENCY LORD ONBLOW.

Flive minules from Ratfli and Port.

. The moat moderate Srst-cl Hatel in Australasia
loclusive tasiff per day .. o . . .. -
Ditto 1 4 .-

Por woe| . .- . e
THOMAS POPHAM,
(Late Commander UJ.5.8.Co.) Propricior.

" BALL PROCRAMMES, ETC,

JUS’I‘ received, & beautiful assortment of Ball Pro-

105 bd.
£3 3 0d,

gramnicy, alsg Cords wnd Pencils, Wedding, Tnvitation, Viaithng,
. - - o
Concert and Monu Cards rxecuted on the shortest notice,

NEW ZEALAND GRAPHIC PRINTINC WORKS,

SHOHTLAND BTHREET, AUCKLAND.
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