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Fi’opics of ihe

Week.

OCIAL to right of us, social to left of us, subseription
S in front of ns, is the ery of the danciog man just as
present. The dancing season has opened with a
vengeance, and if the subseription dance buomn continues the
season bids fair to be the gayest and mogt lively that New
Zealand has experienced since the good old times when it
was 80 delightfully easy to get a thumping overdraft
From all parts of the colony I beatr of socials and subscrip-
tion dances which have either eventnated with unheard of
success, or which are going to be quits the most successfal
function of the season.
Tue Auckland Polo Club dance, which eventnates im.
mediately promises $o be a very smart and cheery little
function.

THE tirst open afterncon or ' At Home' of the Christ-
chureh Liederchriinzchen wae given ¢n Wednesday from 3
to 5 at the Young Men'sn Christian Aasociation Hooms,
when about & hondred ladies, all more or lesa interested,
were present by invitation, The class numbers about
twenty, muostly young girls, who all acquitted themselves
most ereditably, eapecially considering the very short tirne
of the Liederchrinzchen’s existence. The object and aim of
the society was clearly stated in the inberval by Mrs W.
Wilson, their vice-president and hon. eonductor, salf-imi-
provement being the most importaut, It is hoped to get np
& seena frura Shakespeare for one afterncon as well as some
musie. The duties of receiving were jointly undertaken by
Miss Fairhurst (President), Mrs Wilson, and members of
committes. Amongst those taking part were the Misses
Matson, Miss L. Wood, the Misses M. Webb, M. (Girabam,
Hawkins, Hargreaves, Robioson, . Allan, the Misses
(ireenwood, ¥, Hale, E. Turner, Mra J. Matson, and Mrs
Chynowebh, the latter giving two recitations in a most tell-
ing manoer,

Tur Bishop and Mrs Nevill gave a delightfol dance at
Bishop's Grove, when mauny fashionable Dunedin Society
fulk were present. The house ia roomy, picturesque,
(principally designed by the Bishop himself), and very
prettily situated. The floor on this eceasion was in good
order, and the supper all that was necesasary to recuperate
the guests after their long drive aad exertiona in the hall-
Altogether the affuir was a pronounced soccess.
Mra Nevill has the happy kaoack of letting her guests enjoy

TOOm.

themselvea entiraly in their own way. The visiturs’ names
are given elsewhere.

TiE Picton Excelsinr Society gave another of their en-
joyable socials on Friday evening, and though the weather
prevented mony from attending, those who were fortunate
enongh to go enjoyed themselves amazinpgly, Singing,
dancing, and games—not to mention a delicions supper—
repaid &1l those who braved the elemnenta and put in an ap-
pearanca at the Borough Schaol, where these fiétes are
slways hell. Amongst the young ladies preeent were the
Misees (iilbert, Hay, Greensill, Allen, Fulier, Price, Lloyd,
Jeflries, Falconer, Young, Philpotts, Fisk, Williams, White,
and Howard, as well 48 a correspording number of the op-
posite sex.

AN epjoyable little dance has just been given in Wel.
lington, as & farewell to Mrs Godirey Knight by some of
tus bachelors who have been frequently entertained by her,
Mr and Mrs Koight leave shortly for Australia, and during
their long residence in Wellington have made many friends,
most of whom assembled at the Masonic Hall, where the
dance took place, and wished the family * GGood-bye,' The
dance was mapapged and chieily pot up, T believe, by Mr
Gieorge Nt. Hill and Mr Frnest Izard, their lady friends
nisnaging the supper arrangementa for them. The hall and
wupper-table wae pretiily recorated, and the flcor waa al-
most dangerously alippery. Herr Norberg and Mr
King supplied the music, Miss 1. Covper and Mism
M. tiore playing & couple of sxtram at supper-time.
Mra Isard chaperoned the dance, and received for the

bachelors, wearing & handsoma hlack silk and lace gown,
trained, and lace cap. Both Mrand Mm Knoight were pre-
sent, the latter wearing a handsome black moiré and lace
gown, trained, with scarlet feathers and papel; Mies
Knight wore a pretty white silk gown trimmed with butter-
cups, And Miss Daisy Knight wore tomato red veiling with
embroidered red chiffon frilla. Punctnaily at midpight (aa
it was Saturday night) ' Auld Lang Syne’ was played, and
then *God Save the (QQueen,’ after which all shook hands
with the guests of the evening and dispsarsed.

Tux Ponegnby Social Union hkeld their opening dance the
other evening, and the gathering proved in every respect a
great success. Mr W. J. Rees, as usual, fulfilled his duties
aa Master of Cersinoniea with the utmost satistaction to all,
while the supper, music, and floora left nothing to be desired.
Extra waltzes were kindly played by Mr Bartley, and
Misses Upton and (dwen., Many new and tasteful dressea
were worn, details of which will be fonnd in the ladies’
letter.

THE Mottet Society (Christehureh) gave a pertormance on
Tuesday evening in the Oddtellows’ Hall, and the previcus
-avening at Sydenham, It was a new departure fur them,
the principal piece being ' Lalla Rookh,” illoatrated by a
eeries of Zableqna vivants. The grouping of the figures was
most artistically done, and when shown off by lime light, &
really pretty entertainment. Mr Guise Brittan gave the
connecting readings. Tha music of the evening was given
in some very good eonga by Mra Jennings, Mra C, M, (iray,
aund Miss Bonnington, Messre H, Weir aod Maitland Gar-
d’ner, Mr Spensley’s band contributing soine pleasing itema.
and Miss Packer delighted the andience with ber violin soloa.
Miss Wood and Miss Graham esch contributed s piano sole
with great taste (the former acts as pianiste to the Bociety),
. Miss Webb and Miss Alice Greenwood giving voeal zolos,
the latter's rendering of ‘Che faroc ' being particularly ac-
ceptable. Mrs Wilson sang very pleasingly, * The Land of
Long Ago,” and Miss Fairharst gave * The Song and the
Sirger.” A sumptuons afternoon tea was dispensed in the
interval, with delicions sweets to follow, which was truly
adding sweets to the aweet, for the bavyof pretty chorus girle
not only charmed with musie, bot were most assiduona
in looking after their numerous guenia.

MR ERNEST YATES, of ' Eglinton,” Domain-etreet, haa
jesued invitations for & dance to be held in the Victoria
Hall, Eden Terrace, on’ Friday evening, June 3rd. Mra
(rorrie, Mre Upton, and Mrs Hardie have coosented to act
an chaperones.

*Wg have,’ writes a Marlborough correspoadent, ' had’

plenty aod to spare of wet weather, but the reports of mc-
cidents and wrecks have come to our sheltered nook with a
phock of murprise. Two schooners belonging to Marl-
borough people bave coms to grief. Mr Duncan's Clematia
had her decks swept in the Straite and two poor wen washed
overboard. She was in dire siraits, indeed, when she
struggled into Poert Usderwoed, The other Lecams o
total wreck on the Wellington side, Lut fortunately mo
lives were lost. Whilst on the weather tack I may ssy
that the poor miners at Cullensvilie and Duncan’s Valley
have been at 8 complete standstill for some months paat.
No sooner do they get the water out of their claims than
down cowes the rain, and there they are in statu quo.
For all that our diggers never lose heart, and we hear of
enncerts and other amusements got up to pasa nway the
time.’

VERILY the editor of a soeiety paper in supposed to have
an unlimited fund of general knowledya nlways at his
diapoanl upen which he ean freely draw for all sorts of infor-
mation. Some interesting gueries relating to marriage
custoras were addressad to the editor, and though properly
speakiog, they belong to the ladies’ department, I eould nok
forego Lhe plessure of replyiog to them myself. Imay men.

tion that my snswers wre thoronghly relisble The ques-
tions evidently batray & cortain amount of disagreement be-
tween & pair of happy lovers. He says: * Thia thing is
fixed up thualy.” She says: * No, dear, it is always ar-
tanged in the manner I have described.’ In order to settle
the dispute, the parties have appesled to me as to & man
having a large experience in matters matrimoaial.

QUERY No. 1 reads ; * At & marrisge which iz aupposed
to Bod the bridal cake, the bride or bridegroom ¥ It ia
sad to see the apple of discord in the shape of an unwhole.
some fruity confection thrown down before the contracting
couples are united firmly enoogh to make it safe to risk a
quarrel. Ingood society the bride’s parents or her guardians,
or thelady from whose honse sha is married provides the caks.
(Thia concise nnswer *‘takeathecake’ over all replies toaimilar
questions.) Query NoZ: *Is the bridegroom supposed to
give the bridesmaide a present, and does the groow find the
bongqunets and glovea®  Unluekily for the bridegroom, he
has always to give the bridesmaida some little gift; luckily,
ha can please himaelf aa to its value. The bongoetn and
Floves are sometimea provided by the bride, or the brides-
maids tind their own paraphernalia of all kinds. Uccasion-
ally the bridegroom, if very well off, eenda lovely bonqaets
for the bride and the attendant maids. uery No. 3:
*How do the bride and bridegroon: leave the chorch?
Is anybedy else to go in the same carrisge? This
question is guite the mest delightfally innocent and
ingenicne of the lot. Junt fancy baving a third person iu
the carriage ! No, fair maid (the band writing is & lady's) :
take a carriage all to yoursell and yonr ‘guid mon.’
You'll find you will want it. Those faw minates in the
carriage are, in our experience, quite the nicest part of the
wedding ceremony, and the few minutes’ quiet mueh prized
before the fuss of congratulation sets in.

QUERY No. 4: *Ta the bridal earriage to be the same to
take the happy couple to the station on their honeymoon
trip as it wae to go to the church ¥  Yes, the same carriage
is usually considered quite gooid enough, It ie pleasant to
note in this last query that the lovers are reconciled and
have nuite decided to become a *happy conple.” I must
give them one word of warning. Search carefully the out-
side of your carrisge for the lurking white shoe, which will
betray your blisainl state, and beware how ¥ou shake out
your wraps in the railway train for fear of the treacherous
rice which doth lie concealed in fold of shawl or rag.

MR AND MRes KETTLE gave 8 jolly little dance at Napier.
It was quite an impromptu affair, but these dances, aa we all
know, are often the most enjoyable. The night was atro-
cious, but pobody seemied to mind that, judging by the
goodly company assenibled. The rain poured in torrents,
which ‘made the closed-in verandah rather danmp. Thie,
however, did not interfers with the fun. The * Kitchen
Lancers’ were indulged in. Amongst those present were
Mre Logan, Mra Tabutean, and the Misses Fulton, Miller,
Cotterill, Rhodes, Taylor, McGowan, and a nuruber of
othera. Mrs Kettle, the plensant hostess, looked well
gowned in black.

A PRIVATE subacription Cinderella dance was held in the
Pomsonby Hall on Friday evening, the gathering being pro-
moted and carried ont by & comniittee consiating of Mr and
Mra J.'R. Hanne, Mr and Mra E, Bochanan, Bias Devore,
Miss Lapgsford, Messrs Cummioge and Jackson Palmer.
There was & large attendance, bat unfortunately the ladies
were largely in the majority. The supper provided by the
ladies was excellent, the decorations pretty, and the foor
and music capital.

A MELBOURNE correspondent sends me the following in-
teresting infurmation, showing that the commercial morality
of the sister colony is considerably lower than that of thia
colony :—* Things seem to be on the mend here, and we
think we have reached bed rock. Un one matter we do nat
seam to have come to an end, that is, onr frands and em-
bezzlements. We bave quite got over the marprise state,
and I believe that if some one in the highest position wera
to be mentioned in the Argus as having been arrested for
falsifyiog the Finmncial Statement, people would only say,
* Another cass of liviag beyond his nieans.” IL is said Lhat
Pentridge is getting so full of high -toned swells that the
conimoti &timinal 1o refused admittance, with a curt ** house
full, wir,” "

THERK was quite & mew departure for Picton—which 4
Conservative in politice-—at 8 meating of subscribery to ths
Literary Inatitnte, which haas been closed for more than &



