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STATE BALL AT COVERNMENT HOUSE IN HONOUR
OF HER MAJESTY'S BIRTHDAY.

—_—
I8 EXCELLENCY THE ACTING GOVERNOR
sad Lady Prendergnat gave a very large and
brillisnt ball st liovernment House on the 24th
inet. ia honour of the Queen’s Hirthday, at which between
three and four hundred guests were present. The weather
wan bitterly cold and frosty, but fine and moonlight. A
mors parfect night for such an occasion could hardly be
imagioed. Ncne of the daocers becarue uncomioriably
bot, and the retreats for non dancers were kept very snup
and cosy. The Lroad vermadabs were covered in with
striped awnloge and lit with coloured Chineme lanterns,
They wers furpished with lounges of every desciip-
tion. The coneervatory was also lic nf) effectively
with the moft subdued light of Chinesa lanierns, but
it was rether too ¢hilly te be largely patronised.
Both ballrooms were opeped and all the folding doors
thrown back, so that the whole leagth of both rooma and
the drawing-yoom wers turned into one huge room. The
ballrooms were artistically draped across the arches with
varioua flage. Tha mantelpieces were lovel{‘. being one
mass of Epglish maiden hair ferns, with hot-houss plants
and bright fiowers placed amongst them. This with a large
mirror ab the back of each loocked extremely well. The
drawing-reoom was prettilydraped and decorated with palms,
feros mnd flowers.  The grand piano was stationed at the
lower eod of the ballroom, where a band of six musicians
discoursed aweet music for the dancers. The champagne
Rupper, which was 8 very récherclé one, was served 1n the
dining-room, the tables being admirably arrapged for the
convepience of the guests. The table was draped with art
silk, and decorated echietly with bowla of chrysauthemnms
and maiden hair fern, and literally groaned under its wealth
of good things, which were temptingly arraaged, and con-
tinoatly replenished throughout the eveniog by a large
gtatf ofywnibera. Tea, coffee, claret cup, and light refreah-
menta were served from the very beginnoing, the billiard-
reom being used for this purpose.
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Streams of guesta poured in acon after 9 o'clock, and Bir
James and Lady 'rendergast received ai the entrance of
the drawing-room, the hostess wearing & very handsome
tomato-red ratin gown brocaded with black, the long train
and bodice being trimmed with black lace and jet, and she
wore a tiny lace cap and beautiful jewellery. The ball
opened with a set of lancern, the Acting Governor dancicg
with Lady Bockley, the other ladies and gentlemen in the
vice-regal set being the Han. W. P. Heeves and Lady Heetar,
Sir Jamea Hector, and Miss Hilda Williams, the Hon. R.
Seddon and Mrs Uodfrey Knight, M. Lostalot de Bachoune
and Mra W. P. Heeves, the Hon. Eobert Pharazyn and
Mias Holmes, Mr Chatles Knight {private secretary) and
Lady Campbell, and Mr Duoncan and Miss Cooper. Bir
James war attended by Lieat.-Colonel Hume aa A. D.C.
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There were some very beautiful gowns worn, a dozen or so
of which deserve to be mentioned. One of these was
donned by Mrs Knight, being of lovely sage green silk
made with a very long train, and  picked out ™ with orange
silk and feathers. Others were Mrm Charles Johastone,
in pale green chiffon exnuisitely embroidered with jewels ;
Mrs (Dr.) Fell, a beautiful heliotrope gown of npenwork
gaonze and brocade; Miss Shaen, in heliotrope brocaded
velvet, the aatin peiticoat being of a lighter shade ; and her
sister in pink brocade, trained ; Mrs Pharazyn, in rose sitk
with banda of jewelled embroidery ; Mm (I)r.) Newman, in
prune silk aud net; Lady Buckley, a handsome pinkish-

ellow gown trimmed round the basrua with beaded fringe ;
K/Im Thomas Wilford, in her wedding dress of silver
and white brocade, long train, and diamond oroaments ;
Mrs Travers, in blue brocade with laige Watteau how at
the back ; Miss Hadfield, in a very preity salmon pink silk
trimmed with embroidered chiften ; Misa Hilda Williams,
in pink astin brocaded with true lovers’ knots, pink shoes ;
Miwe Grace, in white satin, trained ; Miss Gore, & pretty
pale green satin, trained, and trimmed with flonnces of
white jace ; Misa Kuight, a soft yellow Liberty silk gown,
and lovely yellow bouquet ; Madame lLostalot de Hachoné
wore & handsome pink brocade ; and Mrs Ballance, a black
satin trimmed with gold and silver P\;asementerie. Thete
were several dédutantes—the Misses Meredith (Masterton),
Hammerton, Munro (Blenheim), Barclay, Tripe, (iriftiths,
and Glover, who all wora pretty white dressee, the prettiest
amongst them being that of Miss Tripe—of soft white mer-
veillenx, the flounces round the hem canght here and there
with flowers. That of Miss Meredith was also pretty —of
silk, the bodice folded in a becoming way.
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Mrs W. P. Reeves wore o combination nf yellow silk and
black and gold brocade, the front leosely draped ; Lady
Heetor, bronze satin cver a ‘[I.\er.licon.h of white lace ; Lady
Campbell, pink eatin ; Mre (Jastice} Richmond, black and
white estin; Mrs J. P, Maxwell, black velvet and yellow
satin ; Mra Tolharst, handeome black moiie; Mrs Baker, a
beaatifal gown of shades of terra-cotta silk and pink eilk;
Mra Castendyk, blue silk Lrocaded with pink flowers; M
Focke, yellow silk ; Mrs Arthur Pearce, pink silk trimmed
with black brocaded ribbon and lace; Mrs L. Heid, white
ottoman silk with maize velvet ribbon ; Mra Parlitt, black
and hloe ; Mra Jellicoe, & lovely gown of sslmon pink and
(robelin blue brocade, trained, and trimmed with pink
feather edging ; Mra C. I2ard, grey satin ; Mrs Firth, blue
brocade ; Mra M. Richmond, black; Mra W. Fergueon,
black ; Mrs Barvon, black velvet ; Mra Moriron, black
brocade ; Mra Fitzherbert, Mra Mongomerie (Wabpganui),
Mrs Fisher, Mrs Mason, Mra Hardiog, Mrs Kaoss, Mm
Fancourt, Mesdames Barelay, Robinson, Halens, Molineaux,
Glasgow, and many othera wore black ; Miss Hichardson
wore black velvet with white ehitfon sleaves ; Mies Graham,
manve trimmed with violet velvet ribbons; Miss Holmes,
black with yellow ; Miss Krull, white; Miss Johnston
{FitzherLart Terrace), pearl grey satio trimmed with pearl
embroidery ; Miss Dranstield, a pretty maize moird, trained 3
Misa Cooper, & white gown trimnied with green ribbons and
chitfon ; her siater, pink ; Miss E. Williams, grey satin and
ailver corsalet ; Misa Brandon, red net and Howers ; and her
siater, pink silk and et ; Miss Williams (Dunedin), salmon

angel sleeves: Mm (Gore, black velvet with cream snd black
petticoat ; Mis M. Lore, eream trimmed with acarlet
velvet and Howera, ncarlet nhoes ; Miss Chilfereil, pale green
nilk, loog white lace Hounce round the basque; Miss
Hector, white milk ; Misa Hill (Auckland), black trimmed
with violets ; Miss Fypsent, white veiled with bLlack

ink aatin brocaded wilh true lnvers knots, and made with
ace ; Miss Mchellar wore her beauntiful white dress
in which she made her Febsit & few eveniogs before,
and Misa Dairy Knight also wore her pretiy *ecoming
ont” dress ; Miss Hart, white; Mms Noake, black velvet,
trained, and trimmed with cream lace ; Miss Wilford, black
velvet ; Misa Halse, collee-coloured rilk trimmed with lace §
Misa L. Halse, black and pink, and her sieter, bloes Mra
Liose, black and white ; Misa Ruoss, a pretty gown of palest
green and pink softened with chiffon; {liu Wise, tur-
quoise blne, high collar; Miss Laishley, blue; Miss Hard-
ing, black and gold ; and ber sister, crean ; Miss Heynolds
{Gieborne), white net and »satin ; Miss Morrah, bine pet;
Mrs Gillon, pale green and white striped ganze; Mina
Rarron, lemon nes and chifton ; and her sister, piok ;
Tuckey, mauve trimmed with lemon feather tiimming;
Miss B. Tuckey, navy blue and red 1ibbona; Mrsa Tilly, black
velvet ; Mrs Samiveln, A preity bine net gown ; Miss Gibson,
cream satin and net, MrsS. Kennedy, white silk ; Miss M.
Kenpedy, pink silk and gold girdle; Mrs Burnett, black with
front of whitelace; Mine Burnett, white; and heraister, cream
epotted with mauve ; Mi:s Powles, white, red sash; Miaa
Duthie, cream ; Mies Me<repger, cieam stiiped with blue;
Misa Quick, grez velvet ; Misa Elliott, pink and green net ;
Mra Lewe, a haodsome blue brocade; Miss Fancourt,
black ; Misa Barelay, cream fignied net; Miss (Percy)
Bmith, black #ith mauve lowers ; Mise Malcolm, a prett
soft white eilk guown ; Misa Allan, piok silk trimmed wit
black lace; Mies M. Allan, black: Mise Hishop, black
figured net; Mra Seed, black ; Mixe Wright, ted: Mrs
Euwin, red and black brocade; Miss Willis, white; Mrms
Crawford, a beantifulmaize Libertysilk gpwnwith lougtrain,
diamond brooches in the corsage ; Mrs Nathan, a bandaome
thick cream silk gown with striped gauze petticoat; Mra
Milward, her lovely wedding gown of white ratin broeaded
withtruelovera'knots, and trimmed with emlroidered ebitlon g
Mrs Wallace, Mra Simpson, Mrs Holmwood, eream net with
flowers ; Mra Wileop, Mra Kennedy Macdoneld, s hand-
rome train and bodice of old gold plush over & petticoat of
lighter rilk: Mra Stafford, Mra Pollen, Mrs Ewart, Mrs
Habens, Mrs Martin, Miss Hammerten, biscuit-colour mnd
blue ; Mrs Simpson, Miss Mcliae, in black ; ete.
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Amopgst the gentlemen present were the Premier (Mr
Rallance), the Hon. W. P. Reeves, the Hon. K. Seddon,
Sir James Hector, Major Newall, the Hon. K. Pharazya,
Mr Hotchinson, M.H.R., Dr, Newman, [}. Fell, Dr.
Cillon, Lient. Colonel Fox, Mr Loughaan, the Rev. Fan-
conrt, Mr Rons Marten, Dr. Adams, Mr E. \J. Reid, Mr L.
Reid, Mr Wardrop, Mr F. A. Krull, Colonel Pearce, Dra.
Ewart and Pollen, M+ Vogel, the Hon, C. Johoston, M.
Lostalot de Bachoné, Mr Quick, Mr Duncan, Mr Harcourt,
Rev. Habens, Sir Kenneith Douglas, Captain Messenger,
Captain Barelay, Mr Travers, Mr (i. Fisher, M.H.RK., and
Messra Dranstield, Cooper, Fitzherbert, Anson, Halse,
Firth, C. Pharazyn, Still, 8t. Hill, Tanner, ¥. Kebbel},
Morison, Hall, G. Knight, Richimond, Gore, Willord, Roes,
Meek, Leckis, (ilascodine, Brookamith, Hedsen, Jellicoe,
Hadfield, Baldwin, Cock, Hareourt, Braniill, Hector, Innes,
Fleming, Milward, Leckie, Barnett, Crawford, Young,
Smith, Barton, Philgate, Tuckey, Brown, Black, Robinsen,
Levi, Mills, Mason, Mayor, Loveday, and (Juick. A=
many as poasible have been mentioned, but it is almost
imyo sible to remtzm'ner ail.
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The ball broke np at about Lalf-past twe o'clock, * God
Save the (Jueen * auending through the roomis as the guests
made their adieux. 1t was a very brilliant and snceessful
affair, and Sir James and Lady Prendergast’s kind hoxpi-
tnility will long linger in the memuory of those fortunate
enough to be able to enjoy it. 1f there was a fault, it was
that there were not enough dancing wmen. Indeed, many of
the usual dancers were conspicnous by their absence, pro-
hably owing to some unavoileble mistake on the part of the
pew Privata Secretary, whose task miust have been by no
means an easy one. {Jne great featurs was the number of
seats provided for the dancers after leaviag the ballroom,
Lounges were arranged at the landing of the staire and in
every imeginable recess, and wetre pieatly appreciated. The
ballrcom was not overcrowded, and danciog could be en-
juyed in comnfort mimost through the entire evening, Of
couree the last dances were the Lest, said the yonng people
when they had commnnd of the Hoor. Lady I'rendergast
intends holding & large reception at Governtuent Houose in
a few days.
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THE LEVEE.

A grand levee was held by His Excellency the Adminis-
trator of Gevernment an the morning of the {Jueen's Biith-
day at Giovernment Honse, The hour fixed was eleven
o'clock, nod by that time & large crowd of gentlemen had
assembled. Thesa gentlemen bad the 1ight of private
antres : —Mr Justice Richniond, Hor. J. Ballance, I‘Lm. R.
J. Seddon, Hon. W. P. Reeves, Hon. J. McKenzie, Hon. A.
J. Cadman, Sir H. Atkioeon, Archbishop Redwood, Mr J.
E. Fitzgerald, Hon. E. Richardsoo, Me T. W. Hislop, Mr
W. 8. Keid, Mr C. Godfrey Knight, Mr (i. E. Tolliurst, Mr
J. C. Gavin, Mr H. 8. Follen, Mr H. J. H. Eliott, Mr C.
M. Crombie, Mr 8. Percy Smith, Mr W, T. Glasgow, Mr J.
MeKerrow, Dr. Metiregor, Hon, C. J. Johnslon, Hon, K.
Phoarazyn, Hon. K. Hart, Hono. W. & Manteil, Mr (i
Fisher, Mr E. Pearce, Mr A, I. Castendyk, M. de Lostalot
de Hachoné, Mr ¥, A. Kiull, Mr H. .J. H, Rlow, MrC. J.
A. Haselden, Lientenant-Colonel Hume, A.D.C., Mr C. 1"
Knight, Private Secretary.
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Amongat those presented to His Excellency were the
followinyg ;:—Mr J.” W, Ahbott, Mr K. H. Abbotc, Dr.
Harry Adawms, Mr J. U, Anaon, Mr P. K. Baldwin, Mr A,
A. Baroett, Mr C. RBarnett, Captain Barelay, Mr Georpa
BReetlham, Mr W. H. Beetham, Mc J. H. Bethnane, Mr Hanry
Blondell, Mr E. Balcome Brown, Mr Frederick Eull, Mr
T, Baroett, Mr Martin Chn.emsm. Mr John H. Cock, Mr
Walter . Cohen, Mr (3. 5. Cooper, Mr Arthur Cooper, Mr
Crmond Conper, Mr Sanwsel Coatall, Mr W. (i. Crawford,
Mr J. J. Devine, Mr J. Drancfield, dr J. Duthie, Captain
Edwin, Captain Falconer, Mr J. . Firth, Mc William
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Ferguson, Mr T. H. Fleming. Mr E. Focke, Mr.J. {i, Fox,
Mr 4o Gibson, Mr W, Uray, Kev. W, J, Habens, Mr Henry
Hall, Mr d. B. Hareourt, Mr W, R. Haselden, Mr A. Heiner,
Iir. Heory, Mr John [nnes, Mrc Alfred Jackson, Mr E. H.
Jackson, Mr W. I”. James, Mr . B. Jameson, Mr E. 4.
Jellicoa, Mr F. A. Kebbell, Mr (i, A. Kennedy, Mr X. K.
Kennedy, Mr . W, Kirby, MrS. Kohn, Mr N, [.awason, Mr.
B. M, Litchfield, Mr R. A. Loughoan, Hev. W. J. Lawin, % A,
Mr E. W. Lowe, Mr ). M. Luckir, Mr M. Luckie, Mr T. K.
Macdonald, Mr H. E. McCardell, McC. ). Matthews, My W,
. Mantell, Mr 8. (. Martin, Mr T. F. Martin, M¢ J, P,
Maxwell, Mr T. W. McKenzis, Mr H. 5. McKallar, Mr.).
MeLellan, Mr E. Y. Mills, Mr E . Milla, 3r E. W,
Morrah, Mr J. E. Page, Mr Peter 1. J. Patlitt, Lir, tHenry
Pollen, Mr . P. Powlea, Mr C. I\ P{nuent. Mr W, H,
Quick, Mr Edward Richardeon, Mr J. M. Liichardson, Mr
C. T. HRichardeon, Mr H. W. Hobinson, R.M., Mr John
Ross, Mr . Hous Marten, Mr H. H. Seed, Mr R. M. Sinip-
son, Mr J, E. Smith, Mr Fdward Statford, Hev. H. Van
Staveren, Mr Charles Tringham, [ir W. B. Tripe, Mr
Dudley Trips, Mz J. A. Tripe, Mr K. M. Tulharat, Rev,
H. K. Tnckey, M¢ H. P. Tuckey, Mr James Wallace, Mc
K. W. Wallace, Rer. C. Waters, Hev. F. J. Watters, 4,
M_, D.D., Mr O. 8. Watkins, Mr A. E. Watking, Mr W.
F. Ward, Mr Lewis H. B. Wilsun, Mr Andrew Young, Mr
W. Young.
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SWEET SCENTS:
LOXOTIS OPOPONAX|
FRANGIPANNI _BORONIA |

Muy be obtainad

- Of any Chemist or &
. Parfumer. o
LS ot

etide ,

BEWARE OF IMITATIONS,
THE GENUINE IS BIGXED |

2,
ongd girest @

COKER'S FAMILY HOTEL,
CHRISTCHURCH, NEW ZEALAND.

PATRONIBED BY His EXCELLENCY LOHD ONBLOW.

Fige minules from Rail and Poxt,
The mest modarate first-clase Hotel in Australasin,

Inclusive tarlff per day .. .- 10a A,
Ditto per week . £3 38 0d.

THOMAS POPHAM,
(Late Commander U.8.8.Co.} P'rog rictor.
HOT SPRINGS—TE AROHA.

VISITORS WILL FIND [T TO THEIR ADVANTAUGE T0 STAY
AT TIE

PALAGCE HOTEL

Tik LARGEST, BEST APPOINTED, MasT COMFORTAILE
AND MosT HEASONABLE.
SAMUEL T. SMARDON
Proprietor.

KMPIRE TEA COMPANY
HOUUAH, 33 per Lb
EMPIRLE TEA O
DIAGON, 3« per b
EMIINE TEA GO

KANGHRA VALLEY 20104 per v
EMPILE TEA D

ELEPIIANT, 24 84 per b

EMPIRE TEA CO,
CRESCENT, 24 6d per Ib

EMI'ILE TEA 0
DUFFALO, 24 4l per 1b

EMPIRE TEA CO.
FMPIRE, 24 28 per 11

EMPIRE TEA O,

MIKADL), 28 per 1L
INDIAN MIKATDIO, 24 per tb
LEAD PAURET CEYLON, 28 per I

W. & (. TURNBULL & GO,

WELLINGTOX,



