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ROFESSIONAL Athletica do not seem to catch oo ia
New Zealand. A determined «ilort to put things on
a better baris was made some time ago by the North-
ern Athletic Clab, an org ion of professionals, who
were anxious for some share of the patronage lavished so
liberally on the amateurs. Their lirst meetipg was fixed for
Ht.  Patrick's Day, bnt Providence seemed against
them, and the rain came down in sheets. A post-
ponement, uf course, took place, but when the function
did coma off there was no apecially manifeated desire
on the part of the public to tiavel to Potter’s Paddock to
participate therein. Notwithetanding these things, and
that amongst the runners themselvea there were growls
anent the percentage of prize money paid, the committee of
the Northern Athletic Clubattempted and earried out a good
programine of sporta on Saturday last, the venue being the
Auckland Domain. That section of the public who throng
in their thousanda tv the amateur carnivals was, sad to re-
late, conspicuons by its absence, but there was a fair ab-
tendance of the sporting classes. Ladiez were so much in
the minority as to be practically invisible to the naked eye.
(n the principal of © not good encngh ' several well-known
men who oaght to have been rn. eviderce did not enter, and
severnl importaot events had to be abandoned owing ko in-
suflicient entries.

THosE events that did come off were, so far as conld be
judged, well conteated. Home of the times were excellent
—=so excellent, in fact, that ope feels inclined
ts take salt with one or two of them. In the
lieats for the hundred yards handicap Fearaon
is credited with negotiating the distance in
10sec., and in the final won by two yards in
10 1-5th secs. ; and when it is remembered that
he wes put back a yard for this race, the per-
formance was indeed excellent. Even more
wonderful was his winning the 200 yards easily
by considerably over a yard in 20 secs, a penalty
yard also militating against him in thie event.
Donelly won the mile without any trouble in
4min 4leec., a performance which speaks for
itself when it is remembered that he romped
in 8 yards abead of the field, and was not
pressed at any time.

%avs my Dunedin correspondent : —* The
match between the hlasterton and Alhambra
Clubs, a teport of which I wired you, has been
the chief topic of econversation in football
circles this week, and the play of the latter club
in everywhere the theme of Admiration. The
only departure in which tha elub did not ap-
pear to advantage was in regard to their wing
three-quarter backs. Noel and Crawshaw
haoth played etreakily, and had the Alhambra
been pressed at all the consequences might
have been serious, What the club wants ia
the services of two good defensive wing
three-ruarters—not necessarily scoring men,
bat men who can be relied upon to defend
when called wpon. The forwards and half-
backs can be trusted to do the scoring, seeing
that the passing game 1a the chiel plank of the
club’s play. I coosider with the form I have
indicated the Alhambra Club's fifteen would
xuccessfully represent the pravince in represen-
tative matches against the Kugby Union teams

*BPEAKING of thia remivds me that the Taranaki Rogby
Union are trying to arrange a match with our representa-
tives. I hope this can be dune, as it will be the firnt visit
of the Taranakiwnen to Dunedin, aad I am sore they will
be welcomed.

¢ THE matches played on Saturday were mostly uninterest-
ing, and hardly worth recording, The inter-clob matches
atart om Saturday Tch May, when the Iirates and
Alhambra Clubs meet.’

THE St. George’s Rowing Club was established in 1883, and
the boat-house was then in St (George’s Bay, the captain
being F. J. Sanderson, and hon, sec. and treas, H. W.
Hudson. In 1886 the boat-house was barat, and the new
site was fixed in Judge's Bay, where & amall shed was
built. In 1888 the present boat-house was bailt, and is
now the largest and most commodious in Auckland.

TitE present membership of the club is about seventy,
Mr F., Jervis being captain, Mr T. Kilfeyle, bon. sec., and
Mr A, 8. Bankart, hon. trens. Mr J. H. B. Coates holds
thae position of Comwadore of the club.

Tk club has come rather prominently before the public
in racing during the last two years, and ita auccess in this
line ia mainly doe to the untiring efforts of Mr C. F.
Thomas, an ex-Yictorian intercolonial carsman.

8T. GEORGES. ROWING CLUB-MAIDEN CREW.

IT may poasibly be thought odd that the GrRAPHIC shoald
give the picture of & maiden crew befors that of some of the
seniors, or even juniors, who have distingnished thenmnelves
of late. The explanation is simple. The 3t George's
people took the trooble to let me know about Lhe photo and
sent nie particolars thereon.  Photographs of other teams
from all over the colony will be inserted in this paper if
their position justitied their inclusion.

T au glad to hear that there is & propessl on foot to
secure & new football grooud at Petone. Newtown Park
has always been very unsatisfactory, as no legal charge
can be made for entrance, and there are other disadvan-

tages.

Ox Saturday last the ericket mateh, Wellington Club v.
Phu:nix Clab, was continaed from the previons Baturdsy,
wod finished woder rather peculiar circumstances. The
Phorpix on the previous Saturdey bad eight wicketa down
for 63, aud on resamiog last Saturday they finished their
first innings for 73, thie being 10 bebind the Wellington's
first inoiogs, The Wellingtons then went in and scored
109, and were, by the way, only batting 10 men. Thia left
the Pheenix 120 to get to win, bat at 5 o'clock the Phrenix
men chlled out © tine* on the ground that the light was get-
ting bad. The umpires, however, ordered the game to pro-
ceed, bt Harrie, who was captaining the Phoaenix, called
bia mexn from the wickets shortly after their second innings
had started. The Wellington captain, E. Izard, thereupon
claimed the game, and it wae, of conree, awarded him. In
the Welliogton's second innings there was some fine bat-
ting, lzard, with 36, heading the score. Urawshaw miade
27, and Longden 17. Doughty was absent.

THE Midland v. Rivala alan eontinned their mateh on the
same day, the result being an easy win for the former by an
innings and 27 runs.  Several of the Rival men played well,

bot the others made & sorry show. - Reid pnt
up 1B in the second innings, Ramsay, 20 (not
ont), Lynch and Dryden 10. In the first in-

nings Hamsay also scored 20, Lynch 16, and
Read 11, the other men not doing anything
worth mention.
5AYs my London correspondent : — © Aston
Villa in the old country appears to ba going in
desperately for a record in the way of cup-collec-
ting, and the more sanguine of their supportera
are already telking of five cups falling to the
share of the Perry Bar Club. Alrendy they
have reached the final stage in thres competi-
tions, namely, the English Cup, the Statiordshire
Cup, and the Foresters’ Cup—the latter, 1 be-
ligve, a purely local trophy. They had to meet
Bt George's in the semi-final for the Staffurd-
shire ** piece of plate,” and it is no exaggera-
tion of the ease with which the Villa romped
home to say that their opponents never had a
single chance of winning from start to finish.
The mateh was played iu bitterly cold weather,
but there wes & remarkably good attendance
“for such & game, and just at the present time
there can be little donbt thal the ¥illa team,
88 » whole, are as popular as at any time in
their career,’ '

Oxrorn and Cambridge now meet at row-
ing, crickes, football, golf, chess, racketa,
billiards, tennis, athletic eports, and a few
other trifles.  'We hops confidently that Inter
'Varsity eontests will be added at whist, nap,
loo, bacearat, coddam, shove halfpenny, glove
fighting (with an *out’), ancoker, bumble
puppy, and other national forms of sport, We
seg¢ D0 reason why they shouoldn't, and a gond
Inter-'Varsity glove-light wonld ba good buei-
nets,  Anyhow, the multiplication of these

of other provinces.

*Tur Maesterton Cluob were on Thursday
withouot the services of Bannister {one of their
liest forwarde) and D'Arcy (one of their best
backs), but had these men been playing, I am sure the result
of the yame would not have been ditferent. Their play
was dikappointing, to say the least of it. Their for-
wards with their great weight should lhave canied the
secrommapens, but the local men quite held their own
liere. The visitors did not back smartly, and with mot
wuch system. It was not, as I had almoet expected to see,
a race 88 to who shonld be first man up to tha serum-
mAare. Their combigation was also poor. (ften tarough-
out the game one of their men would get away with
the ball, but he was invariably uneupported, and the
advantage gained thus lost, Io one respect the Master-
ton tenm excelled their opponents, and that was in collar-
ing. [In this Lranch ef football North deland players ars
superior to their Bouth lsland brethren. I really think the
‘Tarnnaki men beat all others in thia respeet. Their victory
over the Eoglishmen in 1888 waas almont entirely due to
their #kill in this direction,

F. Edwards,

A B WHYTE (No. 2), E. A. REES (bow), A, A, MARRINER (No. 3}, C. F. THOMAS, ESQ. (hon
coacher), A, MCIARDY {piroke), F. WY LDE-BROWN {2ox).

Tuk subject of our engraving is the ¢lub's maiden crew,
which haa been the most snecessful crew in Auckland this
sgason.  This crew's record is as follows:—At A R A,
Regatta on December 12th, 1891, won maiden inrigged gigs,
beating five crews; second, junior inrigged gige won by
Ponsonby Rowing Club by one and a-half leogths. At
Judge’s Bay Regatta on 23rd Jaooary, 1892, won maiden
whaleboats, beating threa crews: won maiden intigged
gigs, beating three crews. At Auckland Annual Regatta
23th January, 1892, won maiden inzigged gigs, beating
two crawa; second, maiden whaleboats, won by North
Shore Rowing Club by two lengtha, A.R.A. Regatta, Sth
April, 1852, won maiden inrigged gige, beating three
crawa ; won jnnior iorigged gigs, beating three crews.

Onk of the great accial eventa of each winter is the Rt
George's dance, and it ia expected that the next one will
be held during May. Judging from the success of pnst
eflorts, we hope to see it, as before, the ball of the season,

photo. Auckland.

things must already have couvineed everybody
that, s centres of intellectual edocation, tha
two upiversities have long been given up as
hopeleas and useless (which they are), and that
their only mission in life is to provide places
where young men can leatn the mysteries of aport, and get
their firat glimpse ioto the arcana of financial dithiculties,
Up to date we bave heard of an Inter-"Varsity eontest in
Lutin verse, (ireek particles, higher mathematics, or the
ethical theories of ancient and modern philosophers.

IT seems & wonderful feat on the part of a mian 56 years
of age next Juna to ¢cover twenty miles in 2brs. 35min, Guec.
as C. M. Callow did recently st Stamiord Bridge, Loodon,
and on & day cold enough to stop any ordinary mortal. Iy
is quite poeeible that this feat may bring down the curtain
vn Mr Callow's athletie career, which commenced s long
ago as 1854, and has consequently lasted over the lengthy
period of thirty-eight years. Mr Callow is & speaking ex-
ample of what an elderly man may do if he takes plenty of
setive exercise. We are all of us too lond of taking * our
ense at our ion,” & by no means nnpleasant relaxating, and
‘which may be indulged with finpunity if one worka off the



