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Topics of the TWeek.
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SAYINGS AND DOINGS.

HKATHER amusing wedding eeremony took
A place the other day at & Wesleyan Chorch
not a handred wiles from New Ylymouth.
The ofticiating minister was & stranger to the district,
haviog had to drive a matter of ten miles to uoite
the happy pair. The church was well fitled with in-
tereated observers, but their patience was severely tried, for
the wedding party was late in coming. Atlength (contrary
to the usual enstom} three pretty bridesnaide made their
appenrance clore. Then followed the brathers of the
bride, and then the bridegroom and the parson. These
all stood st the rails waiting for the appearance of
the principal figure of the pageant, the bride. Bub
ns I enid before, the parson was a stranger (o the
contracting pariies, and to the horror of the apectators
he opened his proyer book and proceeded to marry the
bridegroom to the first bridesmaid. Everybody was so be-
wildered and taken aback by the tarn events had taken
that me'er & ona had the presence of mind to set things
straight, and the marrisge service had proceeded quite a
long way before the parson became aware, by the
hardly suppressed gigglen, that something was seriously
wrong. Then the brother of the bride gallantly rushed to
the resene and informed the misister of his miatake, s0 he
26t down and the bridegroom sat down and then the brides-
miaids sat down, and all tried to look as if everything wers
comine i faut and according to rule. They had regained
their nsnual equanimity when the bride and her father ar-
rived, and the service pruceeded with due decorum. The
bride wore & pretty frock of shrimp pink figured pongee silk
with wreath and veil, and the brideamaids white muslin
with heliotrope spray, and small lace bonneta. (tn leaving
the church they were all greeted with rice and rose leaves
galore,

Tur: Choral Hall, Auckland, was, as usnal, filled to over-
flowing upon the oceasion of the Society's second concert of
their season, *5t. Paul’ was the work performed, the
solos being divided between Misa Harper (soprano), Mrs C,
Lurgreas (alto), Mr Ferriday {tenoc), and Mr Percy Dufaur
{Lasz2), the latter scoring the largest amount of success.
The night was rather unpleasant, and therefore the majority
of the audieuce appeared tu have donned their dowdiest
gowns, MELY even wearing heavy tweeds, and hats to corres-
pond.

THut bad habit many of the honorary membera of the
Society are falling into of attending the concerts in gowns
which they would even consider nos sufticiently dressy for
afternoon wear at home is to be deplored, for if performing
members go to the trouble of dressing saitably I think
honotary tnembers might do likewise. Of course it is not
necessary, nor may it be convenient for all ladiea to wear
light or evening dress, but with the addition of Howere, or
& bit of lace or chilfun, a dark dress would look both smart
and presty ; and certainly except in the case of elderiy
ladies, bonnets or hats shonld be renioved.  The men, too,
wight surely take the tronble to come in tha * war paint*
of modern civilised life.  1Jut if anything, they are more
lazy and slovenly than the weaker sex.

Tue Wellington Harmnonie Society ara now busily en-
gapad rehearsing * The Crusadera’ and portions of * Loreley,"
which are to form the programmme for their nmext concert,
Neither have been performed in Wellington befora,

ON Wednesday afterncon Mra Denniston invited a nam-
ber of her friends to meet her at the Christchureh Art
tiallery. Tes was served in tha side room, and with some
excellent musie and the beautiful pictures to look at, every
one wished tho time had been twice as long. The Missan
Wynh-Willias played a duet for piano and violin, which
was mnuch pppreciated ; Mrs Buras sany one of her lovely
Italian wongs; the Misses Helmore, Mrs L. Harper, and
Mrs Haslam also sang o the soft Southern langusge; Mr
W. Day giving su FEoglish song. Our dear old Bishop
Harper was there, and Mr and Mra John Ollivier, who are
not often seen now ab functions of the kiml. Among athars
wars Mrs Turtell, Mra Hoare, Mrs Macdonald, Mrs M,
Campbell, Mrs Wilding, Mrs l'itman, Mrs Stack, Mrs

Wason, Mrs Blakiston, the Missea Bathgate, Burns, Stack,
Campbell, and Kimbell. OFf the pictures it wonld take too
long to go into details. * Autnmn,” by Sprott, is & besuti-
ful ecene, and those by Mr and Miss Hodgkine are good.
Miss Stoddart and Miss Dora Meeson have also been very
rmuceessful in their efforts.

TENNYSON has almost been interviewed by a London re-
porter on his new play. The Laureate is sojourning at Far-
ringford, in the Isle of Wight, andan enterprising journalist
who attempted to draw him, while be knew that he was
hard to approach, was nnaware that he had become B perfeck
monomoniac. The journalist waited recently for Tenny-
son cutside thegrounds, and when his Lordahip started on his
daily walk he approached him, hatinhand. ‘I see yourLord-
ship's play has beensuceessinlly produced at Daly’s Theatrein
New York.” The Laureate walked on without deigning to
look. ¢ The eabla despatches state that the play is the best
thing yonr Lordship has ever written,” added the reporier,
keeping pace with the poet. There was no responee. * Mr
Irving says that there will be an assured run for a year if
your Lordehip will let him produee the play at the Lyceum.
‘What are your Lordship's plans? His Lordship eontinued
to stare stiaight ahead of him and the reporter was finally
stopped by the Hon. Hallam Tenoyson, who apologized for
his father's apparent rudeness, snying that the old man
never spoke to strangers,

Mr GrUbB began his mission in Blenheim last week in the
Charch of the Nativity, which was crowded night after night.
Oaze of my correspondents zays that his style has aronsed a
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good deal of comment, and criticiees personallyin this strain ;
~—'*He is a fine preacher, but & very large number of his
henrers wished that he wonld remember that & chorch is
not the place in which to meke jokes, and intentionally to
meke the whole congregation laugh, as he constanily did,
but I suppose he is 30 used to holding his mirsiens in
theatres and other unconsecratad buildings, that when he
does get into & chorch he forgets where be is. Ha ia
decidedly witty, but sacrilices reverence and dignity to
hin wit, which is a great pity, as by so doing he detracta
greatly from the good he undoubtedly does. Althowgb one
miay not approve of the way in wbich he conducts his ser-
vices, which are more like Salvation Army meetings or old-
fashioned Methodiat tevivale than a Church of England
wission, yet one cannot help admiring the earneatness of the
man, whose beart and soul are evidently in his life's work.'

0xE of the beat concorts a Christchurch andience has had
the pleasura of listening to was given by the Amataur
Urcheatral Bociety on Thorsday evening in the Uddiellows’
Hall, which was packed. I am glad to be able to say, by
the way, that hats and b ts were in & decided minority.
Many were sarprised that the singiog crested so little en-
thusiasm. Hitherto these concerta have been rather a
wearinezas t0 many, and the vocal items the most enjoyable
part, but on this oecanion the orchestra took the pahu, and
when Mc F. M. Wallace gave Mendelaschn's concerto for
violin with orchestral accompaniment, the aundience
were rtoused to a warmth of admiration cnly, aa &
rule, indulged in by foreigners. Mr Wallace played
the solo without a note of musie, giving evidence of hia
wonderfol memory. Another excellent item was Toubert's
* Liebesliedchen.” This is taken from the music to Shakes-
peare’s play, * The Tempeat.” The introdoction is a pizzi-

cato movement, Teading jnto sn oboe eolo, which was well
played by Mr G, H. Bonnington, and ends with the pizzicate
movement sgain. 'The audience listened in almost breath-
lesz silence, and thea insisted mpon an encore. Mrs W.
Wilson sang two songr, the fhrst, * Lovely Bpring,” soiting
her particularly well, her fine contralto voice ringing omt
full and clear. She looked very nice in black lace evening
gown, with black chiffon frills en the satin bodice. Mr W.
A. Day sang two songs, bis egecond, *1 Wonld I Were a
King,' being his best. -

A CAPITAL contert has just taken place at the Tinakori
Schoolroom, Wellington, in aid of St. Panl's choir fanda,
under the direction of Mr Robert Parker. There waa a
large and very appreciative andience, and guite a new
feature was the singing of Mr W. P. Besley, who is visiting
New Zoaland for the benefit of hie health, and who possesses
a fine tenor voice. He sang * Dear Heart® and * The Even-
ing Song’ exceedingly well. He waa aleso heard to advan.
tage in the duet * Maying* with Miss Gore. Mr Whittal
paug ' The Yeoman's Wedding Morn,’ and * From Rock to
Rock,” the latter being very good. Miss Campbell gava
¢ Robin Adair’ very well, and Miss (ore sang Kjerulf's
¢ Last Night.”

THE piancforte music was excellent, the Missea Hammer-
ton playing two duets, and Mies M. Gore playing a solo,
Two choristers—Masters Widdop and Bornett—sang,.* The
Automn Song’ very sweetly, and the choristers of St.
Paul's contributed two glees. Misa Campbell wore a black
lace evening dress; Miss Gore wore black with white
chiffon, and her sister eapphira velvet ; the Misses Ham-
merbon wore whita veiling trimmed with lace. Mr Parker
played the accomp ts. A st Lhe andi were
Mr and M Parfitt, Mra George Beetham, Mrs and the
Mieses Izard, Mra C. lzard, Miss Hadfeld, Mrs Parker,
Mrs Gore, Miss Cooper, Mizs Pynsent, Mrs Whittal, Mrs
and Miss Tarnbull, the Misses Menzies, Miss Swainscn,
Miss Burnett, ete.

THE Christchurch Cetholics have been tempting the un-
wary Lo part with their money all the week at the Tuam-
street Hall, where they have been holding high carnival in
the shape of an Oriental Bazaar. Bome of the spectacular
dirplays were very pretty, the * Crowning of Qnean Esther®
and the ‘ Winter Garden * especially. During the evenings
some good musical items have been given, Mms J. P. Kelly
singing several times, and other friends.

THE Art Gallery, Christchnreh, has been well patronised
this season, especially in the evenings, when music added
' vzhe attraction. The Misses Wynn-Williamns, Mias Hut-
ton, Miss Lily Wood, Mr and Miss Gardoer, Mr W. Day,
and others have mesisted. Mis Chynoweth gave bwo recita-
tions, which were, ms nsnal, excellent. The Sixpennoy
Clothing Club bad an afierncon and evening for their owe
fund.

'Tue Hon. Mrs E. W. Parker gave a thoronghly enjoy-
able dance on Wedneeday avening at Urwel! (Christchureh).
The honse is most suitable for & dance. The drawing-room
opens with folding doors out into & very large rvom builg
for s ballroom. Chaperones, when there are any, can there-
fore smile on the young men and maidens at intervals, and
still enjoy themselves in their own way withoot fear of
dranghts and general wearioess they are so often snbject to.
¢Ju this oceasion I think Mra Kimbell was the only ona beside
youngpeoplepreasent. Miss Lily Kimbell madeher debift that
evening. She wore a very pretty dress of white Kussian
net with large spots, and white corded silk bodice; Mre
Parker looked sxceedingly well in & pale pink silk with Jace
and ehiffun tﬁmming, and lovely diamond star in her hair.
The supper tablos ware most beantifully decorated with



