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THE ROWING CHAMPIONSHIP.

OSSESSTON,’ 'tia said, *ie nine points of the
law,” and the Australians evidently intend to
keep Paranistta as the champion course.
Though regretting an New Zealanders that
Tom Sullivan failed to carry off the coveted
title of * Champion Sculler of the World,’
we feel proud that our fellow eolonista have

so long retained the hooour that England, Canada, and the

‘itates have so huogrily eyed.  We have na doubt that the

raca oo Monday last was a genuine trial of skill, 8a the fol-

lowing rticnlars of the atruggle show, but whilat eon-
gratulating Stagbury upon his win, wa must not forget

Sullivan, and wish him better lock next time.
Stanbary's weight and clean, easy style were evidently too

nioeh for our youog New Zenlander, and unless mail news

differa very widely from the cable information now before
ne, Sullivan waa fairly and squarely besten. Htanbury
appeara to have won a great race without any dilliculty,
and never to have been pushed by hiz plucky New 7feu.-
land rival, except in that point near Hlaxam Ioint,
where the cham ?inn evidently saw thac he had not
auch & *anft thing ' on as the bookmakers would have had
him believe. &till, when be did work he soon acema to have
forged aheadl, and though he may have spurted oceasionally,
never seents to have had anoiher real scare.  Of course, one
can only eurmise these things from the cables. Mail pews
ia, a8 we have already hinted, 2 very different thing to the
serappy information voucheafed by that most erraticereature,

TOM SULLIVAN.

yelept Lhe cable fiend. Buth men are well known, but with
their portraits given herawith an mecount of their previous
triumphs may oot come amics.

JAMES STANBURY.

Sinece the [hince of Wales' Birthday in the year 1885,
James Stanbary’s aquatic carger has been ona of eignal
auccess. Startingintwenty-threeraces, he has woneeventeen,
and rawed with credit in the remasiniag six. In fact, it
was in one of these—the memorable race for the champion-
ship with the lnmeunted Henry K. Searle on the Paramatta
course on Jnly 13th, 1888—that he gave the brightest as-
aurance of his future greatness. Thir was the hardest race
that %enrle ever rowed, Stanbury chasing him howe in
19nmin. 53feec. The * brightest asrurance ' we say, but not
the first promise, for undoubtediy that was made on the oc-
casion of the Nowra Regatta in 1886, when he won, chang-
ing from beat to boat, three snccessive races—-the local Unt-
rigper Championahi'r. the Outrigger Handicap, and the
Skitf—and as if to add additional lustre to his day’s success,
the Double Seulls with G. McLean.

Fram his dehiit at the age of seventeen in 1885, until his
tenth rare (the Shoalhaven Chanpion Untrigeer), Stanbur
never auflered & defeat. In this one, however, Chria Neil-
san, one of the then inner ring of scullers, showed the nina.
teen-year-old boy the way home—a kind attention which
six months later, on the Paramatta course, he repeated
wlen the two were engaged in & £100 match. Then came
for Ntanbory four victories—two regatta races And tweo
matches, ona for £50 with R. Campbell, the olher with
Julins Wolf lor £100. The already mentioned race for the
championship with Bearle followed, and t.houfh Stanbury
wna beaten, ‘ his fame went ont through all the land,’ and
peuple spoka of the young Auwstralinn who had pushed hia
phenumenal countryman as noae other hal,

Alter sullering further defeat in two regatia races, Hian-
bury waa taken 1o charye hy Searle, who turned the rough

diamond into the polished stone of an oarsman, that the

resent champion is. Whether, as was the cawe with
.gulliun and Stephenson, Stanbury would have in later
years beaten his teacher, is & question which the nntimely
palling of the champion Searle across the silent stream for-
bids us to ask, and sadmita of no reply, Certain it is, how-
@ver, that in the tyro ancceasful recex with ('Connor in Jone,
1890, he shawed the atulf of which he was mads, and in the
second and third meeting with J, McLean on April 28th
and July 7ch, 1891, proved his superiority over all oars-
men in the world by wioning the Championship by sight
lengths in 22min 154sec. His giant strength, well-knit
frame, early tishing experience at Shoalhaven. and Searle’s
training has atood him in goad stead, for in Monday’s race
he defended bis claim to the title of champion sgainst a
man wha is of no mean order.

Stanbury’s record is : —

Won Light 8kiff Race, Nowra, November 9, 1885

Won Skitf Ruce, Greenwall Point, Hegatta, Shoalhaven. 1835

Wan Qutrigger Itace, Grecowall Point Regatia, Shoalhaven, 1885

Won Local ghnmpionnhip Outriﬁ:gcr Race, Nowra Regatla, 1886

Won Hundicap Outrigger Hace. Nowra Regatrd, 1886

Won 5kitf Race. Nowra Hegatta, 1386

Won {with Q. McLean as partner) Doubls Bculls llace, Nowra
KHegatia, 1825

Won Lake Hathburst Handieap. Jnnuarﬁ 14, 1887

Won Handienp Outrigger Race, #hoalhaven Regatta, January

26, 1887

Loat Shoalhaven Champion Ttace, January 26, 1887

Lost Wager (100 Race with Chria. Neilson,

FPuramatta, June 15, 1

Won Handicap Qutrigger Raco, Shoalbaven
KHegatta, January 25, 1868

Won Champion Outrigger Race, Shoathaven
Remgutta, January 26, 1888

Won Wager (£50 Race with RR. Campbell,
Hunter River, April 7, 1888

Won Wagar {£100r Race with Julinx Wolf,
Paramatta, June 2, 1838

Loat Race for C'hnmpgunggslp of World and £200 with Searle, Para-
uf

ma I 3
Lont Light Skitf Handlcap, Paramatta, October 6, 1888
Loat Brishane Carnival Championship, December, 1868
Won Wé\rmr {£200 } Rnece with O'Connor, Paramatta, June 30,

1
Lort Race Wager (£200) J. McLenb, November 29, 1850
Won Championship of World, Paramatta, April 28, 1801
‘Won Race for Champonship of World, July 7, 1891, from J. Me-

ean
Won Huaee for Championshin May 2, 1892, with T. Sullivan.

And who was the man who dared to try eonclusione with
such a redoubtable champion. Assuredly no pigmy rnsh-
in where ‘ angels fear to tread,” but a worthy rivnﬁ indeed.

THOMAS SULLIVAN,

who has made so brave a bid for the championabip, is no
tyro. His record, if it does not equal that o}’ Stanbury, at
leaat comes within such distance e 1o have made the men
who knew him beet believe that if he did not beat the
champion he would make him put back into his work with
a vengeance. Ir is almost needless to tell Tom Sullivan's
story. Wa all know him or knew of him down at Waiwera
and Mahurangi Heads as the smartest lad with a pair of
oars or eculls that one's eyes would be clapped on
in a month o Sundays. he way the led Enndled
the bonts socon attracted potice, and when in 1884
he ¢ame to town and joined the North Shore Club,
that veleran oaraman, Mc E, W, Burgess, then the cluba
captain, soon singled him out, and seeing there was *stuff
in the boy,’ tock him and made him a rower. He won eeveral
prizes in those days, and his name soon began to be aynony-
mious with endurance and pluck. He beat Alf Bailey and
Walter Tailey in skiff, the former on one and the lutter on
two accasions, and the crews he rowed with crewa winning
in junior and senior gigs and janior and senior whalebonts
in "86, and did big things at Tauranga. Next year he
acored more triumphs, and nndertook the impotant duties
of secretary. In 1888 he alac did good work for himself and
hia club, winning 'midat other things the skiff race for men

nader 20, and rowing stroke in the winning whaleboat erew
at Ponsonby Regatia

Bot for & time Aunckland was to lose ita champion.
*Tom® waa out of hia articles, and determined to go to
‘Wellington. There he repeated Auckland triompbs. He
did not join the ‘Star’ owing to an oulrageons piece of
anchbism on the part of certain *outsiders ' who were
members at the time The awartest club of the colony,
therefore, lost having the name of the biggest star in New
Zenland Rowing firmament on their list. The Wellington
Cinb snapped at him, offered liim a seat in their senior crew,
He, of couree, nceepted, and jnstified the confidence in hia
reputation by helping to win the senior inrigged and ount-
rigged foure and double sculls at Wanganui, champion
fours, senior pairs, and renior in rigged fours st Wellington,
champion pairs at Christehurch, and gondness knows how
many other important events at Nelson, Picton, and Christ-
church in that and the lollowing year. Then came his
great mchievemeni—winniog the New Zealand thampion-
ship {amateur). Sullivan now determiced to

*UHAVE AT THE PROFESSIONALS,”

and after one or two lessons, which nan made him work
the harder, he was thonght fit to try conclosions against no
less & parson than the great Babear. Everyone remembers
that first raca on the Nepean. How Tom fell sick and was
easily beaten, and how ajter & spell of some little time he
apain met Bubear, and after as fine a race as has ever been
zeen on the Nepean, beat his former rival in the fastest
race aver rowed over the course. Sallivan had, by the
way, beaten Stephenson, the professional champion of New
Zealand, with ense. Tom wasnow in great feathar. DBeach
eomplimented him, and after his historical race with Doteh,
which he won (with his Ssees) fairly easily, it was felt he
might aspire to the honours of World's Champion. How he
challenged Stanbury, and all the anlky eeience and the
reat of 1t, and how 'I{m eame back and nearly got weleotned
to death, and then went and got half drowned, are not
these things in all our mouths? And now he haa heen
Leaten. Well, he made a good fight. He did his level
best, and rowed hard like tha plocky fellow he is. Ho has
been beaten, but not in any way of which we may be
ashamed, nor he either. There is no doobt many New

JAMES STANRURY,
Champion Sculler of the World,

Zealanders have been greatly disappointed, but it must be
remembered that Sollivan himself was not so confident as
they th ves ; 80 it ina for them to join with os in
repeatihg the wish : BETTER Luck NexT TIME.

NEW ZEALAND PASTIMES.—YACHTING.

(REF. FRONT IPAGE.}

AS insular people we love the zea, and our sports and
pastimes mre greaily those of the maritime order. What
eleighipg is to the Canadians, and trotiing to the Yanka,
yachting in our more genial clime is to us, and than this
what more graceful, what more healthy exercise ean be im-
agined ? To the mind wearied with the week and dia-
traught with business cares, yachting poseesses m peculiar
eharm, and the Satnrday afterncon throughout the summer
is looked forward to with an interest amonnting almost to
a yearning. With a wind on the nuarter, nothing is left
to-be desired, for the well-fitted demijohn and concertina
hiave been carefully placed on board. To mnchor at might
and sing notil 1ate, to rise for an early swim, and to ernise
again after & hearty breakfast of baked fish and store pro.
visions are among the pleasures of yachsving which only the
joy of retarning to town in time for church coming ont
transcends,

Pat had been suffering with a severe and prolonged attack
of the grippe. “Well, Pat, naid a_friend, meeting bim on
the street, * 1 hear you've been baving a pretty hard time of
it." ¢ Faith an’ I have,’ »aid I’at. * An'it's tha right nama
they give it, too, for when it oncet takes hold of m man it's
no mind to let go. It took moe three wakea to fale better
after 1 wan intoirely well.”



