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THE NEW ZEALAND GRAPNIC

WAIFS AND STRAYS.

— —f———

HasER second thoughtaare g Iy preceded by headach

Two things a wonian slways jumps at—a conclusion aml &
nousé.

Every year 36,792,000 births oceur ; 100,800 each day and
70 each minute.

A cynic is one who apeaks vight out what everybody
knows, but is too charitable to say.

On an average thera are 106 boys born to every 100 girls ;
but more boya die in infancy than girla.

What swectness and brilliancy are to the flower, what
freshness and clearness are to water, what melody and
harmony are to sound, such is puricy to the heart.

Tite Loty NaMe ror IT.—Mra Dimling : * The doctor
ways Mr Totling ia suffering from prelapsus bunant.
never heard of that disease before. - Did yon? Dimling :
¢ Yes, one gets it by stepring on a banana peel.’

If a division af the real estate of the globe was made,
each one would only have a small lot. Some one has
tigured it out that taking the whole land eurface of the
globe into consideration, there is, on the average, twenty-
two and one-half acres to each pereon,

THEHE WAS NO WEDDING,
He loved the widow and be loved cigars:
She hated them, tho' they were he'er vo fine.
When asked 1o marry, “ 10 you give up your weeds,’
HShe anawered, * I will gladly give up mine.”

A HixT roR WET WEATHER. —In order o prevent the
leather of teggings and boots from cracking and harden-
ing, never place them close to a fire to dry. To reander the
leather soft and impervioua to water, and to renew elas-
ticity, rab it well with eastor or linseed oil about once a
month. This will not prevent the leather from taking the
blacking afterwards; although it is as wetl to clean and
polish the boots before applying the oil.

A lawyer tells the following story concerning & client,
something of a wag in his way, with whom he had kept &
long account. When the latter was finally made up, the
hill, moatly for trifling services, covered several yards of
faolseap, the items giving the most minute details, When
the elient came ronnd to settle, he refused to enter the
allice but stood in the door, and holding one end of the bill,
unrolled the voluminous doeament in the direction of his
Jegal adviser, with the request that he would receipt it.
+ Cotne in,” said the lawyer, in his most cordial tone, ¢ Not
much,’ replied the clieat, * you'd cbarge me for rent if I
did.’

PrAlY FEATURES. —Plainness of feature is not ast all in-
compatible with beauty. There is & great deal of differenee
between n person’s being plain and being ugly, A person
may be very plain, and yet attractive and interesting in
both countenance and wmanner, and swrely ho one could eall
anch & person ugly.  An ugly face is repulsive. Theie are
no rules that can be depended on for the settlement of
beanty ; and still less can vgliness be defined, otherwise
than by itself. If we were asked to say what constitutes
an ngly woman, we could pot reply, We kuow there are
such, for we have seen them.

Tike NEweST Fassion N Grois.—Mr C, Dadley
Warner, the well-known American essayist, has made the
dlincovery that it has become the fashion for girls to ba tall.
This, as he observes, i= much more than saying that t.a_lll
girls are the fashion, It meoans not only that the tall gl
hias come in, but that girls are becoming tall because it is
the fashion, and because there ja g demand for that sort of
girl. No very decided ¢xplansation of this phenomienon is
supgested through a choice of theoriea is offered. Some-
body has said that long dresses add to the height, but this
ia putting the effect for the cause. Obviously she whe
wears long dresses must herself be long. It may be the
result of a constant eitort to live up to Mr Du Maurier’s
society sketches. The hint is thrown out merely for what
it is worth, All that Mr Warner can say is that a while
aga it was the fashion to be petite and arch; now it is the
inshion to be tall and gracious, and nothing mors can be
shid avout it, -

Evrness EuokNIE, —Fx-Empress Eugenie is going to
have a home in France, notwithstanding the refusal of the
Irench Government to allow her to own property within its
boundaries, Her friend the Duchess d’Aosta has bought
land at Cape Martin, in the south of France, and is there
building a villa which Fupenie will *risit’ about nine
months of every vear. It'a the only wish she has now, this
desire ta live in I'rance, and it is unlikely that the Govern-
ment will interfere further with her plans. ‘lhare is no
trace, it is said, of her old beanty or of the old gaiety. 1)ne
must travel a long distance to find a more chanped woman
than Eugenie de (inznian, ('ountess of Tebs, Banos and
Mora, Marquise de Moya, Andalis and Osera, ex- Empress
of the French.

Tux C2AR AND THE JEWIsH SINGER —At the present
time, when gne hears of nothing but eruelty to the Jews in
Hussia, it is pleasing to reeollect one kind nct of the present
Emperor to a Jewish lad, the Rev. David Meyerson, cantor
of the Mason.street Synagopue, San lrancisco. He was
hrn in Bt. Petershury, and when a youth was knowo as the
'[.ncca tenor,” owing to the fuct that when that famaous
songstress wae one evening leaving the theatre duriog a
snowstarm, Mr Meyerson spread his fur cloak npon the
snow, g0 that her daioty foot should not be chilled by con.
tact with the illakea. YWhen Prince Alexapder, mow the
present Hmperor of Knssia, heard of this romantic incident,
Ie sent for the chivalrous youth, who was then removed
from the dingy Jewish quarters of the city and inrtalled as
a favourite in the licyal palace. After the IP'rince had
heard the lad sing, being convioced that he had & great
fature, he sent Mr Meyerson to Paris, where, under the
favour of the Rothachilds, he ntudiexd for eight years ab the
i'oneervatuire, e eang j0 nearly sll the Enropean capitals
for some years, anl abont seven yearn o weot to
Californin, where he has ainca been verv succeseful. Al-
thongh he has never studied for the Rabbinical career, his
knowledge of Hebrew is excellent; he in proficient in
knglish, French, tierman, Ttalian, Spanieh, Hebrew, Rus.
sian amnil Polish, and he is always styled by his colleaguen
the Sulzer of America.

BOORS _AND BOOK
—— e T

LORD ROSERERY.

NDOUBTEDLY the most important book that bas
reached the colony lately is Lord Rosebery’s ¢ Life
of Pitt.” Itmay be thought that enongh had been

written about that great defunet statesman, but this first
book by HRosebery is of interest in showing the living rather
than telling about the dead. Its interest lies not so much
in the life of the eubject as in the glimpees we get of the
author’s mind and character. To every enbject of the
British Empire Lord Rosebary is perhaps the most interesting
man—young man—that is of the present day, He is alniost
certainly destined one day t¢ become Prime Minister, and
the broad liberality of bis views, together with great
administrative power, coolnesn, and level-headedness, ft him
8% no other man in the Liberal party is fitted to siep into
Mr Gladstene's shoes.

ALL throngh the new life of Pitt, which is, by the way,
written in very excellent literary style, the workings of the
author’®s own mind are clearly seen. Sell-revelatory
passages abound, and in several instances the young author
betrays kimself minst thoveughly. His eontempt for hisown
order is strongly emphasised, for instence in the following
passage, in which he rpeaks of the possible consequences of
the removal of Pitt to the House of Lords :--* While London
was illeminating for the King's recovery Lerd Chatham lay
mortally ill. So grave was his malady that the hunters
after Providence had fixed on Grenville as the new Minister.
For Lord Chatham’s death, by the grim humour of our Con-
stitution, would have removed Pitt from the Commeons to
the Peers. In the prime of life and intellect kre would have
been plucked frotn the governing body of the couantry, in
which lie was incomparably the most important personage,
and set down as s pauper Peerin the Honse of Lords, It
wonld have been asif the Duke of Wellington, in the middle
of the Peninsalar War, had been transferred by the opera-
tion of constitntional law to the government of Greenwich
Hospital. The system in which Borke could find no faw
liad ruled that default in the possession of an elder brother
should ba thus punished, and that the accident of an acci-
dent shounld have power to blight this great career,”

As a boy, Lord Rosebery was quiet and thonghtful. He
was rather fond of listening whilst others were talking, snd
then astenishing his hearers by some smart and upropos re-
mark. Ho great was his reserve, that his tutor, it iz said,
had on one oceasion to tear op his verses in order to ensure
his coming forward for a necessary interview in the elass
room. When his political career begun he was warned,
and obeyed the warning, not to accept any of the subordin-
ate appointmeats which Ministers are fond of offering to
promising young men. When his party, through the fall
of Khartown and the death of Gordon, was in some dis-
credit, Lord [osebary wrate to Mr Gladstone, offeriug the
services, which in prosperity he had not Leen willing to
give.

(uT of the new movels worth reading this seasop, un-
doubtedly that remarkable work of Mr Thomss Hardy,
*Tens of the D'Urbevilles: A P'ure Weman,’ occupies an
important positicn. The beroine, Tess, is a loveable char-
acter, with plenty of faults, but sufficient virtue to conater-
act them. The hero, Avgel Clare, ia curicualy inconsistent,
but thia idea ias well carried out by Mr Hardy. The sketchen
of ruetic life are cleverly executed, and form a pleasant re-
lief to the profound seriousness and ethical guestions which
underlie the story and crop up continnslly. As a study the
book deserves wattentive perusal. Poesibly mome people
might term it too realistic, but it is an exceedingly interest-
ing novel, and already much in demand.

SCIENTIFIC AND USEFUL.

——

NEW BREED OF CBICKENR.

ONE would think there is enough breeds of chickens in the
worlid, but & New England man bas & brand new strain as s
result of & blend of Jodian games, Plymonth Rocks and
Shanghais. The originator says be has canght and eom-
bined the merits of these three in his new breed, which he
calls ' The Arponauta”

FOE SMOKEHS.

A gentleman whoss lungs are not strung enough for him
to enjoy the fumes of tobaceo after a dinner party, took
with him to & friend’s honse a little lamp which be sat ob &
table when the cigars were lighted. The American
Muchinist anys that over the fiames of this lictla lamp was a.
ring of platinum which became red hot in & very fow
seconds, and which gonsnmed the amoke of a dozen cigare
as fast as it was made, a0 that the stmoaphere of the room
was as clear an it would have been had there been no amok-
ing going on at all,

A SIMPLE BAROMETER. -

A simple barometer that can be made for one’s self, and
which, though old, niay be new to some, is made aa follows ;
—* Two drachma of camphot, half drachm of pure saltpetre,
half drag:l}m of muriate of ammonia, and two onnces of
proof spirits, io & glasa tube or narrow phial, will make a
very good weather guide. In dr{ weather the solution will
remain clear. On the ap, h of chang inute stars
will rise up in the liquid, whilst stormy weather will be in-
dicated by the very disturbed condition of -the chemical
combination, : -

AN ELEPHANT RANCH, -

Another novel enterprise in stock raising is to be added
to the oetrich farm, the black cat ranch and the chicken
ranches of the Pacific coast. A Mr Newbury of California
is enthusisstic over a project be is about to carry out of
starting an elepbant ranch in that State. He proposes to
ealtivate the elepbant for its meat and its capacity for bard
and diversitied work. He saya that * as an article of food
the elephant is saperior to the horse,’ and most people will
be willing to accept his statement, though not fully appre.
ciating its force, ~ He says that behind a tough exterlor it
hides a tender steak, and that African explorers are profuse
in their praise of elephant cutiets. A fall grown elepbant
weighe abont 7000 pounds, and Mr Newbury counts 6000 of
this as good meat. ~ He is going to truin the elephants to
pick oranges and hire them out to orange.growers,

THE DEADLLY COLD BED.

It trustworthy atatistics could be had of the number of
})ersons who die every year or become permanently diseased
rom sleeping in damp ov cold heds, they would probably be
astonishing and appalling. It is a peril shat constantly be-
#ets bravelling men, and if they are wise they will invari.
ably insist on having their beds aired and dried, even at the
risk of eausing much trouble to their landlords,  But, ae-
cording vo Good Housekeeping, it i3 & peril that resides also
in the home, and the cold “spare room '’ has slain its thou-
sands of hapless guests, and will go on with its slanchter
till people learn wisdom. Not only the guesb, but the
family, often snfler the penalty of sleeping in cold rooms
and chilling their bodies, at a8 time when they need all their
bodily heat, bﬁ getting between cold sheets. ~ Evenin warm
summer_weather a c¢old, damp bed will get in its deadly
work. Tt is o needless peril, and the neglect to provide diy
rp?ms and beds has in it the elements of murder and sui-
clie,

SMELE AND MEMORY.

Dr. Richardeon says that the central seat of the olfactory
sense must be very nesr to the central seat of memory, for
it is noticeable that notbing recalls a past event liie )
odour. A little ¢hild was thrown out of & pony carriage in
& country lane. Near the spot where the fail took place
there was & manure heap, which gave forth the peculiar dry
ammoniacal odour 50 often recognisable from such heaps—
an odour distinetive, yet not aﬁogether nnpleasant. }’}‘he
child was stunned by the fall, and on recovering and retorg-
ing to consciousness smelt this odour powerfully. Over
lifty years have elapsed since that Jittle mishap, and yet
whenever the person teferred to passes, in country Janes, n
heap giving oyt the same odour, the whole scene of the ac-
cident occnra with every detail perfect, and sometimes with
a Tecurrence of the giddiness mnd nausea which were ex-
perienced at the moment.

ANIMALS LIKE PERFUMES.

Wishing to test for bimseif the reputed fondness of wany
animala for perfumes n well-known writer paid a series of
visits to a menagerie provided with bottles of scent and »
packet of cotton wool, and there tried some harmless ex-

riments, which apparently gave great satisfaction to the
Inhabitants of verious cages. ~ Lavender water was received
with particolar favour, and wmost of the lions and leopards
show unqualified pleasure when the scent was poured on
the wnol and put through the bars. The first leopard to
which it was offered stood over the ball of cotton, shut ita
eyes, opened ita month and screwed up its nose. It thep
lay down and beld it between ite paws, rubbed ite face over
it, and finished bz lying upon it. Another leopard emelled
it snd pneezed, then caught the wool in its claws, played
with it and lay back and robbed its head and peck over the
weent,  Ib then fetched another Jeopard which was neleep in
the cage and the two enifled it for some tine together, and
the last conter ended by takiog the ball in its teeth, curlin,
its lips well back and iphaling the delightful perfume wit.
half-shut eyes. The lion apd lioness, when their turn
came, tried to roll pon it at the same time. The lioa then
gave the lioness @ cuff with his paw which sent ber olf to
the back of the cage, and having secured it for himself, Jnid
his brond back on the morsel of cotton and purred with
satisfaction.



