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Tug brat of the *at homea* or open nirhts of the Christ.
ebnrey Masieal Society took place on Toesday alter an hoar's
practioa There were an unuasually large nanmber of members
present, who with the sisters, eousios, and sunts made &
great gathering. Songw and soloa were given by the mem-
bers, Misa Dura Maeson npening with u prettily -played piano
solo by Lizsk Mr F. M. Wallace [avoured s with & gennine
aolo om his vinlin, being unaceno:panied by pinno. Mrs
Knys gave ' White Wingm ° with great expression, and
looked exceedingly well in one of the latest gowns of sery
rough tweed of a brown shade with broad stripe and Heeked
with red and white, s pretty embmidered vest of biscuit-
colonr, brown and biscoit velses bonnet ; M Roat, Mrs
Harrison, sud Misa Richmond were the other ladies who
sang, snd Mesars Barkas and Day. The latter gave
+ Margarita’ in hia best style.

IT is expected that the new coinage will reach New Zea-
Iand abont this tiine next year. Amongel the artiats who
are competing for the designa of the new sovereign, hall
agvereign, erown, balf-crown, florin, and shilling, are
\esars Armstead, R A Bireh, AR A, Poyuter, RA,
Thorncroft, KA., and Ford, A.R A.

SIE EDGAR BOEHM.

M WOOLNER, R.A., and Mr Gilbert, A.R.A., who were
insited tosend in their designs, declined, prompted possibly
by the remembrance of the abuse which was very justifiably
showered on the atmeities in coinage which were inflicted
on a loog suffering nation by the late Sir Edgar Boehm.
Mr Gilbert's refnsal is the ore to be regretted, inasmuch
as he isa very able man, and whatever desighs he might
have prepared would have borne the stamp of originality
and foll knowledge of & most difficalt subject.

EVERY now and then the fashionable kettle dram is con-
ducted on exceptionally successful lines. Such an one was
certaiuly the aftermoon tea given by Mrs Archie Clark,
Remuera, Aunckland. Her numerous guests were delighted
with their hostess, the house and grounds, and the particu-
larly excellent refreshments provided.

Noxe of the hotels of 5. Loois will bave the honor of
sheltering Alme. Bernhardt. Not content with a full re-
tince of maids and servants, Madame is accompanied by
s number of doge, several birds snd two or three snakes,
whoste companionship she absolutely declines to dispense
with. Abbey recently telegraphed to the
Soutbern Hotel, reqnesting that & snite of rooms be reserved
for her. The anawer was sent that Mwe. Bernbardt and
ber retinue of featherless bipeds wonld be gladly received,
bot that fur her menagerie no quarters would be provided.
For awhile the wires were kept hot with ardent appeala
from one side, and heartless refusals on the other, and tinally
s decisiun waa arrived at that Madame, rather thao en-
dnre the pangs of separation from ber pets, would abide
with them in her private car. Saratried both the Sonthern
and Lindell, bot neither place wonld house her peta.

Manager

TuE Costley Home, Anckiand, has many benefactors,
who from time to time provide svitable entertainments for
its aged and infirm occopants.  Mr and Mrs Pickmere, sbiy
assisted by their two daoghters, Miss Baker, Miss Harrison,
Messrs Clarke, Normuan Bell, McLean, and O Halloran,
Eavo an excellent concert in the larpe dining-room of the
Howme, which seemed to sfford great pleasnre to the in.
mates

THE npaniag of the Danedia huanting season oa Sstoniay
wax & great succesa. The day was gloriogs, and the ron ons
to Mrw Junes' beantifnl place. Woodeston, was in iwself a
pleasure, and many vehicles and horsemen wers to be seen
After a capital ran Mrs Jones, who i3 famad for her hoa-
pitality upon these occasions, entertained the visitors to
afternoon tea. .

THE Burnham schnol children had a picoic on Friday,
going by lannch to Port Lavy. Saveral Christchurch
frienda, both ladies and centlemen, jnined the pariy, and
had, I believe, » moat enjoyable day. Mr Meers, photo-
grapher, Colombo-atreet, alswo accompanied them, and no
doabt took some interesiing grompa

TuE daucing pertion of the Timarnites are eaperly look-
ing forward to a Fancy Dress Ball which the Rowing Club
has in hand. A$ first & asmoking concert was soggested,
bat it was pointed out by the ladies that this was s very
wselfish form of amusement, so it was decided to have the
dance after Easter.

Mz A CrACROFT WILSOX, of Cashmere, met with a very
serious accident last week. Sowme repairs to a drain were
being done near the house, and in the dark, nu returniog
from town, he fell into it and narrowly secaped his death,
getting his face severely eat, and otherwise mnoch broised
and shaken. I am glad to say Le is prugressing satisfac-
torily.

How far doea the admittedly bad ventilation of churches
keep people away from their religions dutiea? A oomber
of people state that the gas and futid air which lingers from
the last service are constantly caosing ladies to faint, and
that something onght to be done if everybody ia not to give
up church going for fear of the conrequences. But to them
rises up & stern moralist, who points the finger of scornful
rebuke at the nogodly. Haow is it, he wants to
know, that people stay away from church becanse the
ventiiation is bad, but go gaily to the theatre, where
the ventilation is ten times worse? Oat of that tighs place
the complainants will find it very bard to wriggle. Ent the
fact remains that moat public buildings are exceedingly
badly ventilated.

THE Art (Gallery at Christchurch opened its twelfth
annnal exhibition the other evening, and was fairly well at-
tended, Seeing one's friends and listening to the music ia
more of m first night's business than seeing the pictores,
thongh they are so decidedly good, a visit in the day-time
will be an ofl-repeated pleasure during the week, especially
as there is nothing to be done now bat wait for Easter, Mr
Maitland Gardiner and Friends gave the musical pmgra.mme.
which was much enjoyed.

THE little townthip of Brighton, Danedin, was the scena
of znwonted excitement, the other day.on the ocrasion of the
n:arriaze of Mr David Finaie, of Moorlight, eldest ron of
Mr Thomas Finnie, of Saddlehill, to Miss Mary Caristie,
neice of Mr and Mrs Alex Christie of Biighton. The
ceremony was peiformed by Hev. Dr. Wart, of Green
Izsland, and nearly the entire popolation of Brighton
was present at the chnreh The wedding guests
to the nomber of abont forty, including seversl from
Duunedin, were afterwards most hospitably entertained by
Mr and Mrs Christie, and in the evening a dance took place
in the hall attached to Brighton Hoose. The bride wore a
very pretty gown of white cashmere, draped on the bodice
with silk and lace. The two bridesmaids—Mliss Finnie and
Misa Hoslep—also wore white.

Mgrs MOUNIER is staying at the North Shkore, and came
over to Auckland city in a russer-brown dress, lace mantle,
and black lace straw hat, trimmed with black.

To be twenty; to be a Prioce; and to have £60,000 a
Jear: are, whether jointly or meverally, very apreeable
things indeed. But unless the youthful possessor of these
triple delighta be reasonably level-headed he is likely very
sgon to own somebody else's experience while the other
man will bave the cash—or & good deal of it, Ino the in-
atroctive caze of Prince Alexis Soltykoff which was before
the (Jueen’s Bench Division the otber day, there seems to
have been a liberal expenditure even for a Prince with some-
think more than £1,000 a week. Among other gallant trifles
there was a dismond-monnted parasol bearing the monogram
of the bappy lady to whom it was given. That stood the
princely revenaes in & bagatelle of 250 guineas. Then thers
was a necklace of sappbires and brilliants, which totted up
to £3,610—na little gage damonr which (let us hope) went
to the same locky dumeel.  If we may take these outlays
as & fair sample of the expenditurs of the Ruasian young
man of the day who is *gilded on both sides,’ wo need not
wonder that the Czar's paternal Governnment is anxions to
retain Prince Alexia Soltykoff at home, where it can keep
its eye upon him.

Mgis JorX RicBMOND. of Mount Elen, Aackland, is
looking very well jost mow, the terrible oenraigia of the
eyos from which she auffered mo intenswely some tims ago,
haviog apparently lefe bher. She is wearing & pretty grey
plaid skirt, with white silk blozse almost coacealed by s
black jacket, and m black feathered hat.

Now that the game season is commencing, the following
hint from TAz S¢aton shoald prove mcceplable o sportsmen,
and thelr lady frienda : —* Should the bag conrain anything
vory protty—a bird of rare plumage, for instance—the beat
feathers are selected, labelled with the date, place, and
zportsman’s aame. They are then kept until there are
sutficient $0 make & commemorative fan.  When it ia at
last mouated, the name, date and particoiars respecting
each feather should be placed on each of the dirisions it
forms. The frame is wood or ivory. The letters are beat
done in black or gold. 1n every case they shonld match tha
owner’s mogogran placed ontside the handle,”

MaXy people who will remamber the very pleasant * As
Homes' given by Miss Janet Achorch duoriog her stay in
New Zealand, will be glad to leara that Miss Annis Mon-
tague, the primas donac of the Montagne Tumer Opers
Company, inteads to follow her example It is confideatly
expected the same saccess will attend her efforis.

THE widow of General Grant has written a volome of
antobiography and reminiscences, forwhich she has received
£10,000 from her poblisher, whose liberality has no doubt
been stimalated by the enormons snceess of her hnsband's
memoirs.

Mgrs Cou:ﬁ.tmi:, of Wellington, gave an * At Home' in
honour of the anniversary of Mr and M W. T. L.
Travers' wedding day, at which & large pnmber of
gueats assembled. It took the form of m musieal
evening, and Miss Gore, Captain Barclay, Mr Wardrop,
and Mr Beealey (a vistor to Wellingten) all gave great
pleasure by theirsinging. Mre Coleridge received in m hand-
some black gown, trained, and Mrs Travers wore her beaati-
ful wedding dress of cream satin and lace, and carried a bridal
boaguet. Among the goeats were the Hon. Charles and
Mss Jobanston, Mise Johnston (Fitzherbert Terrace), Dr.
and Mea Newwnan, Mr and Mrs George Beetham, Mr and
Mrs W. Ferguson, Mr and Mrs Parfist, Mizss Holmes, ete.
The rooms were prettily decorated, as was alzo the supper
table. A very pleasant evening was spent.

AFTER a long period of alruost deathly ailence Louise
Michel, “Hed Maid' of rhe terrible- day,
of the last French Commune, is againt
and now on English seil.  3he her old
bnsiness of instigating anarchy, althongh her mission was
bande at present. An idea of the menns chesen by her
to ameliorate their condition may be gathered from
extracts from her speeches, which are so modest that they
merely suggest, in & sense, the aimost wholesale desiroe-
tion of all the life and property in sight of those wha do not
exactly coiacide with her views. Like many others of the
rame ilk, she makes the balls, bat to roll them, ok, no!
That is for the poor fellown of the rank and Gle to do.
While they are displaying their desotion to the cause by
atarving themaelves, Louise is living on the fat of the land.
It seema that there must be grave errors in the lnws of both
America and England that s clapper cannot be put on the
moutha of such creatures as Lonise Michel, Herr Most anid
others of their kind until they have practically dune their
mischiel.
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