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Fell, brown drem, and large hrmwn felt hat with feathers,
M'.nf rad ehiffon at beck ; M Michie, black dresy and
bennet ; Mm Monre, handmsme drews of greea eorded silk,
vent of whitesilk, nnd dark hat ; Mre Rohesta, henwn aeri
nerge, hrawn felt hat with long feathers : M Allan Holmes,
black ritk, black honnet with a toueh of eeru chiffon, and
anme at seek ; M Neill, navy blue dress, honoet to mateh ;
Misa Neill, white dress and bat; Miss Carr, pretty grey
dresw, mod hat with feathers ; Mina Wond ward, black dress,
and bat with feathern; Miss Edith Sband. pearnck bloe
drexs, veat braided with white, white hat ;: Mias Johnstoge,
Yight tweed, white hat with feathern; Miws Ethel Carr,
white drese mnd hat; Miss Spence, hrown diess and hat;
Misa L. Spence, nuvy blue dresa and hat; Mim Ethel Mc-
Laren, pala erushed strawberry trimmed with daik
shade of rilk, bat to maich; Miss Ada Sievwright lighe
green dress, vest and coffa of white rilk hraided
with gold, black hat with pale pink roces; Mn

. Hesvanlis, fawn tweed trimowd  with  terraentts
yelvet, bonnet of terrs cotta velret ; Mm Rome, black dress
and bat: Miss Stanford, grey dreas with white vest, and
white bat ; Miss Webater, dark brown serge, fawn bat with
brown velvet: Mi=s Botterworth, grey dress, green hat
with pink flowers ; Mm Pim, handsome brown striped tweed,
hat to match ; M Ritchie, fawn tweed, red velver bonnpet
Aliss Sise, fawn and brown checked tweed, brown hat ; Miss
UGuoalter, light grey dresa and hat ; Misa Martin, grey tweed,
fawn hat with brown feathera; Mizs Macandrew, dark hmwn
serge, fawn hat trimmed with bmwn velvet ; Mo Batchelor,
fawn tweed, black bomnet; Miss Mackerras, navy hlae
fignred silk, black hat; Miss A. Muackerras, preen dress,
vest and panels of white slik hraided with gold, black hat;
Miss Morris, navy blae dress and hat ; Miss Cnmmie, dresa
of licht brown corduroy elnth, back hat; Mias Kenyon,
pretiy green dress, blask hat trimmed with green velreg
and wings ; Mm Stilltag, black Aress and hat ; Lady Stont,
dark hiown dress and bonnet ; Mias A. Dymock, grey dresa,
hodice of white embroidery, white hat

A delizgbtfol time was spemt by the numerous gnests who
availed themselves of Mra Robertsa’ kind invitation. One
of the mo3t attractive features of the afternoon was tbe
gracefa] and pretty dancing of little Miss Kettle (Napier). a
child of about eight years, who danced several Scotch
dancen in cosTume in & wonderfully clever manner. Mnsic
dnring the afternonn was much enjnyed, Mrs Handvside,
Mrs Rese, Miss Sievwright, and Mr Kettle being the voca-
lista. Mrs Kettle played a pianoforte solo.

Mrs Goalter gave an afternnen tea  Among those present
were Mra Henry Alackenzie, Mrs Enrns (Christchurch), Mrs
Batchelar, Mrs J. AL Ritchie, and Mms Watann.

Mrs Henry Mackenzie gave a large musicale, Amnung
those present were Mr, Mre, ard Miss Roberts, Mr and Mrs
E C. Keynolds. Mrs and the Mirses Spence, .Tndge and Mrs
Wiilinms, the Missen Williams, Mr and Mrs Oliver, Mr and
Mrs J. M. Ritchie, Dr. and Mra Fergnason, Dr. and Mo
Davies, Mr and M Woodhouse, DPr. and Mrs Colgnhoun,
Mra and Misa Grierson, Miss Gillies, Mrs Burns (Christ-
chareb). Mra C. Kettle, Mr and Mre Henry Rose, Captain

and Mra Boyd, Mr and Mrz Jas. Cargill, Mres and Mias-

Gualter, Mr= and the Miswses Sise, Mrs and the Misces
It«iver. Mg Handyside, Misses Revnolds, Johnstone and
Koberts

Mrs Mackenzie wore black broeade, bodiee turned hack
with sellow ; Mrs Fergneson, prey silk with silver fringe
and cream ehiffon ; Mr= Davidson. dove grey silk with white
brocaded fropt ; Mrs Giierson, yellow silk with chiffon; Miss
Gillies, hapdsnnie dress of cream satin tiimmed with em-
bossed flomnces; Misa Griemson, pink silk; M E. O
Revnolds, hottercup hmeade trimmed with embroidered
¢hiffon ; Mras Burpa, black bracaded silk ; Mm Leslie Rey-
nolds, handswnme dreas of hlack and gold ; Mra Kettle, vellow
merveillenx and net; Miss Gualter, hright red pon's veiling ;
Mise A. Dymock, grey satin with pale pink velves ;
Mr Spence, hlark lace over helintrope : Mrs Woadhouse,
hlack fisherman'a net; Miss Reynulda, pale terra-cutia
silk : Miss Neil), pink and white striped hrocade.

Amrng thoce who took part fo the music of the evening
ware \MIrs Rurne, wha sang: & duet by Mrs Williams, snud
Mre Xettle ; Mrs Roce and M Handyside sang enlos; M
E. C. Reynolds, Mise Roberts, and Miss Gillies played
rd\innnfurle 20los, Mrs Fergusson and Mrs Kettle playing a

uet.

Annther very pleasant evening was a dance given to juve-
niles hy Mrs W. H. Reypolds at Montecilin, [t is scarcely
necessmry to add it was very greatly enjoyed by thoce whe
were fortupate enough to be classed under that heading.

MACUDE

FuL

Deak Bzs, FEBRUARY 23,

I thought yon woald he pleased to hear from youor
friend, whn is nnw in the sunny isles of the Snuth Seas.
Of course yon know this is our summer time, and it is
rather warm compared with the somomer in New Zealand.
You wonld imagine dancing was gquite pot aside with ns
net now, hat it is not &0, s we have leen very gay in

evnka  Three dancer took place within three weeka

The firet was & comgplimentary dance given to weleame the
officersfrom the Nanrori Rewa River, atwhich town iasitnated
the eecnnd largeat sngar mill in the wartd. The second dance
was al<o eomplimentary, given to the officers of the Ba
Hiver. These dacces were prononnced to be the jolljest
they have had for some time. Dancing eommenced at §
o'chock, and was kept ap with mnch =pirit till 3a.n. 1 will
try and mention some of the ladies who were present, ms it
wonld he gnite impoasihle to name them all.

AMrs Drury wore steel grey, and erimison floral fan ; Mm
Henmn_gu, binck »itk 1 Mra Johnaton., black velvet and
bead trimmings ; Mrs J. W, Watkins {New Zealand] looked
charming in pale bine silk and cream lace, with wreath of
epider lilies ; Mrs Horne, black silk nod lrce; Mrs Rohert-
eon, hlack lace and heliotrope Hlowers ; Mina P. Morria,
Liberty ailk with lace, and eream aigrettes: Mrs Wilron,
satin dreas: Mta Hobie, black eatin relieved with honey-
suckle; Mr Fotbes, bottle green milk; Mima Rohie
wote & very pretty dress of white epangled net, pink
rosea ; Misn  Wolf, black lace and ribbons; Mixs John-
ston  lnoked véry mice in erram lace with pick rib-
bane and  fowers; Miss Drary, pale pink moslia
and white Rowers; Miss Cutlip, pretty salmon pink
net; Mian Edwards, fluwered delaine and ribbona ; Misa
Palmer, pale blue kol cream soses. The Levuka Band

Ell;‘m‘l moat of the danes mosie, and were kindly relieved
y Miss Hobie, and Mr Lyons, whoss music wafied the
dancers into dreamland. .

Nuw, Bz, | ahall pot tmoble yon with a long letter this
time. as the steamer is sailing sooner than I expected. and
I will only have time to p Wt thin OLvE

LATE SOCIETY TOPIGS.

SOME EASTER DEBESSES AT ELLERSLIE

EASTER MONDAY broke somewhat inanspicionsly in Aork-
land.  Till about eleven o'cleck m chilly wind blew and the
eky was overcast. Between tbat hour and noon, however,
the mun decided to come out and to stop out, so
that the reat of the day was delightful. The oopromis-
ing look of the early mornipg doubtleas accounted for the
fact that dark and warm colours prevailed at Ellerslie
The lawns and paddocks loocked very gay and animated,
however, and some of the astumn frocks were distinetly
pretty, and withont aoy exceptions moat becuming to the
wearera. Nnvy blue and dark green were the dominating
eolours, and the number of ladies arrayed in black silke was
phenomenal. Amongatthose who looked specially well were
Mrs Dr. Hope Lewis, in a very pretiy grey costome
aod mnilor hat. Mra Boddle, in a perfectly-fitting navy
bine gown, wore the smallest imaginable erimson bonnet,
and looked remarkably well, as did Mrs ‘ Tom' Morrin
(always one of the best dressed women on the course) in a
handsome erushed strawberry merveillens. Mm H.
Thomson wore one of those rich black corded silks
which suit ber better than anything else. It was per-
feetly made, and fitted her admirably. Very smart, in-
deed, was Mrs Blair in a suitalle fawn checked froek, and
Mrs Usborne wae admirably gowned in dark green tweed
with hat, etc, en swite. The new bride, Mm A L
Edwarde, was cne of the most admired ladies on
the lawn, and certainly was worth looking at elad
in a perfectiy - ltting costume of fawn tweed. Mra
H. Jackson waa seen to advantage in brown tweed,
The very handsome biack merveilleux worn by Mrs Brindle-
combe cansed much envy, hatred, and malice amiongst those
less becomingly befrocked. The dainty little cream bonnet
ghe wore completed a perfect costame. Mz Lennard, who
alzo wore black silk, relieved her costume with most effec-
tive lace trimming ; Mrs A. E. Davore wore black ailk,
with a very becoming lace mautle ; M Aitken Carrick,
in black silk with jet trimmings, looked as contented as
& well-dressed wowan should ; Mrs Waodrufle's, neatly made
tweed coatume likewise became her ; Mrs Wiandsor, wore a
well-madenacyblae costnnie, fawn hat; MrsRaynes,inblack
eilk, and Miss Harrison, in a very handsome dark brown
costome, gold braid trimmings, were both generally admired ;
Misa Dlevore’a costoine of grey tweed was mach admired ;
another grey freck was worn by Miss Masefield, with pretty
silver trimming ; Miss Johnstone had s gown which was
very becoming, pale blue in colour, relieved with silver.
A remarkably stylish ecetome was worm by Miss

Hesketh; it was composed of myrtle green tweed,
elegantly trimmed with astrachan, aad soited the
wearer wonderfully  well. Navy blue aad black

gowns wera worn, respectively, by the two Misses Firth
Miss Ecans' fawn plaid eostome and black hat euited her
admirably ; Miss Wilkins, in navy blne cnatume aod neat
sailor hat, appeared to enjny herself immeneely; the
Misees Pereival were becomingly gowned in maroon
aud gold, eod dark green and erimson, respectivelyi
Miss Jervia was ever so bright and lwoked very chicina
navy blue dress and sailor hat; Miss Kilgnnr was, as
nsual, perfectly dressed in navy’bloe and cream hat.

VERY DESIRABLE
CARLYLE refers, with jnat severity, to the fact that s man
once characterized another as " a gentleran,” on the gronnod
that he * kept a gig.” A similar gnarantee of respectability
wns that queted in Wurray’s Magazine, in regard to a
Ruossian servant Karis, whom the maid of the family in-
tended to marty. Sayr the mistress of the househald :

Koris, both as a soldier and a serrant, ias the sounl of
fidelity and trustworthiness, bot he has his failings, and
they ate such as to inake me doubt his werits as & hashand,

Koria, like ton many of his eonntrymen, lovea voika to
excess, ard in bis cups Koris is Koris no longer. A raving,
howling madman takes hia place; & madinan who roars,
ainga and yells antil he falle, s shamelul inert mass, on the
ground, there to lie antil he can rise aod shake aimself free
from the murderous lignor.

With shakine limbs, ke stagpgers off to the bath, and first
twils and then freezea himself, in orthodox Russian fashion.
However, thia refreshing process restorea his senzeg, anJ ere
long, arrayed with military neatness and precision, he pre-
sents himeelf composed and tacitarn, befure his master.
Vain are reproaches ot advice,

¢ A man mnat enjry himself soruetimes, excelleney,” is in-
variahly his calm reply.

But snch heing the habits of the suitor, I thought it my
duoty to epeak 1o the girl.

¢ Aniteckn,' said I, * are yoo geing to marry Koris ¥

* Indeed, yes, little mother.'

* Da yoa love Korin ¥

']Huv shunld I koow, little mother * was the bashiul
reply, :

!‘But surely,’ continged 1, 'if you do not knnw whether
you an bim or @ot, why mob weit till you find m better
man ¥

¢ A better maty than Koris, littlamother* Nao, that wonlil
not be posaible  Korie has a horas, little mother, and &
cart.  Uh, thereis oo cne like him ¥

A MODEST REQUEST.
HE was standing on a barrel with & rope aronnd his =7ck
and over the limb of a tree.

A wild croud bhad bold of the loose end and the lender
wax about to kick the harrel. .

The victim held op his band for attentivn and they ex-
tendel the cuurtesy.

¢May | prefer a last requeat ™ he aaid with singalar
¥, considering the eircumstances.

“What is it ¥ injuired the Hoor wanager, grutily.
bave iL’

*[ want to say to yoo, geotlemen,” he continoed, with »
nod of thanks, *that [ do pot enter & pritert againat yuar
actions At thia time. (Auplause.) Having lived in yuur
midst, as it were, and aasuciated with you for sowme six
mnnths past, I sm ready and willing—nay, Anxions to die.
{Chorus of disapproving yella mnd & voice, ¢ Kick the barrel
from ander him ) That's right gentlemen, you always
were & lot of kickere, but wait till 1 get through speaking,’
he said, when quiet was restored,

" Let hini iaisk bis speech and we'll Boish bim,” said the
leader, roothing the erond.

*Thanks,' contibned the speaker. *As I wassaying, |
am willing to d¢ie, but [ dun't want to do it in this infernal
old-foyy way. A quarter of a century agu they used just
such appliances as these are, and are yun willing, geatlemen
of this grand old commonwealth, to emain unprugiessive ¥

* Do you want w wire rope aod a painted barcel T howled
the crowd.

‘ No, gentlemen,” he went on, “I do not. If yon am
really Lent om putting me oot of the world ail [ ask is thae
you ship me ta New Yurk, where the chariot of progreas is
not dragged along oo sled runners, and let me ve electro-
cuted in the most approved and mod—"

At this point sumebody Litked the barrel and the old-fogy
appliances did the resw

¢ Let's

\‘TILDA\IAN&IJ'YELL
GREAT SALE
UF
l;UOKS. ow T A TI O NERY,
AXND

B‘ANCY M 0 0DS
REDUCTIOQ OF STOCK.

WILDMAN AND LYELL
Have decided to hold 8 ale of their exiensive Stock of Hooks,
sStationery, and Faney Ui s which witl be afered to the
public at such prices ad must ¢fect & speedy clearance.
THE STOUK uF BOUKS
15 one of the
LARGEST AND MOST VALUABLE IN THE COLONY.
Comprising upwards of 10,000 valumes,
INCLUDING A GREAT NUMBER OF HANDSOMELY-TOUND
EDITIONS.

THE FANCY GOuDS DEPARTMENT

Contaies 8 choice varicty of

Phorographic, Scrap, and Stamp Albums
Photo Sercens

Woud and Leather Writing Caces
Ladies’ Handbags, Pursgs, Card Unses
Fhoto Frames, €Lc., ete., €Lc.,

STATIONERY DEPARTMENT.
A splendid callection of Boxed Stationery, Note-

paper. Envelopes, Aceount Books, ©
ks Lnvoice Files, Business E

Envelopes
£e., Bt Ec.,

Will be submirted

AT GREATLY REDUCED PRICES.

The Stock s in exrellent condiiion, entirely new, and will be
oftered w the public ou and after

WEDNESDAY, 20Tn INSTANT.
“TILD.\lAH&LYELL,

YVICTORIA ARCADE & QUEENSTREKXT.
AUUKLAND,

(‘ H H Y% A N THE M U M s
/S H R Y 8% A N T HE M U M S
AUCKLAND CHRYSANTHEMUM SOUTETY.

THE ANNUAL CHRYSAXNTHEMUM SHOW
Will be held in the
CHORAL HALL
ox
THURSDAY, FRIDAY, and BATULRDAY,
April 21, AN
A K. DEWES, Hon. Sev,
C““\'SANT“E.\[L‘.\IH.
H K Y 8 A XN TH E M U M 5



