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MEN'S POCKETS.

HOW A HUSBAND ESCAPED FROM A GRAYVE FREDICAMENT.

Mzen's pockets exert s atrange fascination npon women.
Many and many & guarrel has been precipitated upoo &
guiet apd trustfol honsehold by the wife in an inquisitive
mood throating her fingers into the pocketa of the coats or
waistcoats daogling from the nails of a wardrobe. She
finds & eard,  lotter, & bit of golden hair. or some little
gewgaw of feminine sppartel, and green-eyed jealouay im-
mediately takes posseasinn of her soul,  Sometimes she
rusbes with demoaniac fary upon her nosuspectiog lord and
master, waving aloft the tell-tals sard or letter; but mors
frequently she bies her to her mamma, and the twain be-
take them to a sharp detective, who is instrneted to work
up the ecase. Maude is engaged tn Joe DBuarleigh, ealled
s Burly Joa' at the athlatic clubs, whera ha is what is known
mx & good 8]l roond man—which is Greek to me. While
Maude and Joe were pursuiog tha phantom of love's young
dream in the back parlonr, Maude, woman like, began
rummsaging in Joe's coat pocketa.  She criticired his
handkerchief and the perfuome he nsed; she commented
upon his cigarette case and match bnx, and ssked the
nse to which each key in the bunch was pat. At
laat it occrrred to her that she hadn't had her little finpers
in Joe's right hand veat pockes, and 50 down into its deptha
they werethrust incontinently. There wasasndden atart, a
deeper grab, » drawing forth and a holdingaloft —what think
on? Why, balf & dozen as_dainty little silver hair pins na
were ever thrust into & Grecian cvil, Now. as Maade's hair
was a8 black as night and she natnrally affected gilt pina,
it waa impossible for Joe to elaim that he bad bought them
for her, so turning all colours, he stammered oot tha real
truth of the matter, that he dido’t know and conldn't tell
how the silver pine eame in his vest pocket. Mande refused
to balieve him—tihey had been bought for some other girl,
some horrid thing with taffy-coloured tresses. She appealed
to him to make a clean breast of it, promising to forgive
him if he told her the whole truth, Soddenly, Joe canght
his weeping sweetheart up in his stout arms and tossed her
up into the air an if she were a fifty-ponad dumb-bell.
<Harrsh, Maode ! [ have it,” he cried. *Yon know that
Archis Lewis is in love with that strawberry blonde, Kitty
Williams. Well, Archiaand I bave adjoining lockers at
the gymoasium. (Jur clothes often get mixed, as we use
the same line of hooks. This afternoon I reached the club
before Archie, and be no doubt bhung his vest up alongside
of minae. Then aa he continued to undress he found these
silver Lairpins in his troosers’ pocket, and wishing to trane-
fer them to thia pocket he reached up and slipped them, not
into hia, bot into my pocket. That's the way the thing
happened. I can see it all now as plain as a pikestafl.’
*Yes,' said the delighted Mande, 'and they are just the
shaped pins that Kitty wears. Obh, Joe, I didn't doubt you
for m minute, bot please don't frighten me like that again.”

MARRIACE AMONC CRIMINALS.

THE MGST HARDENED CRIMINALS PERMITTED TO WED.

IT i well known that the larger part of the eriminal
claxses are unmarried peopla. Some philanthropists, par.
ticularly in Euorope, have tiine and again reiterated their
belief that matrimony, with the loving responsibilities that
paronts awaine, would redeem from livea of crime many an

outcast who in now regarded as whally irreclaimable.
There is reason to believe there is more sentiment than
truth in this ﬁlenlnt theory. In at lemst ome country
marriage is authorized by law between the moat bardened
eriminala during the period of their punishment for hidecus
crimes. This conntry is the island of New Caledonin, in
the Pacific Ucean, to which many hundreds of the worst
offenders sgainst society in France, including a great man
women, are trapsportad for life, 1t cannob be said that this
matrimonial experiment is a great success,

F. Ordinaire hns recently visited the convent of Bourall
in New Caledonia. It is volgarly called the ¢ Paddock * by
the male convicts, becansa it is to this convent that they
are permitted to go for the purposs of selecting wives from
among the bundreds of Frenchwomen who are coufined
there, This privilege is given them only alter some yeara
of residence on the ialand, when the mea who have obeyed
the roles of prison life are permitted to build huts outsida
the prisun walls, to choose wives from the convent, and to
devote Lheir futura life to tha care of their families.

Mr Urdinaire interviewed the Mother Superior an this
matrimonial scheme, and learned that ahe regarded it aa an
utter failura so far as reformatory inflnences are concerned.

*Qur daties here mre very simple,' ahe sail. * We have
tha cars of the unfortunate women who are rent to ua from
Frauce notil they are married. When s male coovict de-
sires to take & wife he comes here, informs me of the facs,
and I call all the female convicts down into the court, whera
he surveys the crowd and chooses one who plenses him.
Then they go with me iuto the parlour, where they tlka
over the conditions of their union, and if the woman desires
to wed the man the bana are proclaimed and the marriage
takes place in eharch after the delay reguired by law. [
have ussisted at forty of these marriages in a single day.”

* Do these marriages turo out well ¥’

! Alas, they do not,” ssid the Mother Superinr. * The
women leave the chiurch on the arms of their husbands and
Eo to their new homes, bat it is rare that they make these

omes happy or in any way attractive, They are far mors
likely to Eescend to lower deptha of depravity than to be-
come eelf reapecting women, The ehildren of these nnions
are, il possible, mora degraded than their parents. Ia my
opinion the regeneration of erimioals throngh the family
life is & predigious failure, and [ beliava that snsh marriages
ahou'ld not be countenanced, but shonld be prohibited by
law.

FULLY EQUAL TO FICTION,

HOW A LAWYER UPSET A UASE OF CIRCUMSTANTIAL EVI-
DENCE,

THEHE is no Bgment of the imagination-—if it iv at all withia
the limit of pussibilities—meore curious vrstrapge than sviue
thiogs that sctuelly bappen. The fulluwiog is an instance
in proof of this :

few years ago ¥rank Millet, the well-koown artist, war
correspondent and story writer, published & ahort atory in &
leading magazine which had oa ita principal lesture the
nuystarious killing of & Paiisian artist in his owa stodio.
A web of circumstantial evidence ted to the arrest of &
model who had been in the habit of posing for him. Hat
through some chain of circumnstavces which the writer of
this has now forgotten, the murder—if murder it can be
called—wns found to have been caused by the discharge of
s firearm hhmugh the force of capillary attraction. The
firearm was uased by the artist as & studio accessory, and
was hupg in such & manaer that he waa directly io line with
it. Itm dischrrge occurred when he was alona tn his studio.

‘The story waa a vivid and ingenious Hight of the imagin-
ation. Now for ita parallel in fact:

A recent number uf tha Albany Lare Journci tells of the
arrest of 8 ruan apon the charge of killing his eousin. The
dead man waa found lying upon & lounge, about 3 o'clock in
the afternoon, with & 32 calibre ball in his brain. The

_cousia who had an interest of 8100,000 in his death, waa

alone with him in the hovss at the time. The discovery of
the real cause of death was due to ths lawyer of thie accused,
who tack the rifle from which the ball bad been fired, loaded
and hung it upan the wall, and then marked the form of a
man apou & white eheet nod placed it upon the tounge where
the man bad been fonnod. ben a heavy cut-glass pitcher
of water was placed upon & shelf above. The temperature
waa 50deg. in the shade. The pitcher of water acted asa
sun glass, and the hot rays of the sun shining through the
water were refracted directly uvon the cartridge chamber
of the rifle, Eight witnesses were in the room, and s few
minntes after 3 v'clock there was a pulf and a report, sand
the ball etruck the outlined form back of the ear, and the
theory of circumatantial evidence was exploded,

Thie is interesting not only becanse the real occurreace in
fuite as etrange as the imagined one, but becaase the fact
camp after the fiction and paralleled it so closely,

ONE may rnin a scora of his fellowa and be easily forgiven;
bat let him ruin himself and there’s nothing too harsb that
may be said of him,

FOR Invalids and Daelicate Children, AvLsg.
BROOX'S ARROWR0OT and Tea BISCUITS Gre uasur-
paased.—~(ADVT.)

FLAG BRAND PICKLES AND SAUGE canoot be equalled
Hawvarn Bros, Manufacturers, Christchurch—(ADVT.)
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For TOILET and NURSERY.

Specially prepared for the Delicate Skin of Ladies,

Children, and others sensitive to the weather, winter

or summer. lmparts and maintains a soft, velvety
. einlition of the 3kin, 1!
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Prevents Redness, Roughness, and Chapping.
DR. REDWOOD, Ph.D., F.C.S., F.I.C.—*“ I have never come across another Toilet

Soap which so closely realises my ideal of perfection. Its purity is such that it may be used with

perfect confidence upon the tenderest and most sensitive skin—even that of a new born babe.”



