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WAIFS AND STRAYS.

et p————

CIRIFF counts the seconds, happiness forgets the honre
Night conceals & warld, bot reveals & universe. —RUsKIN.

The man who dectares that life is not worth living wants
to kill else in p 1o himself.

Life is made of compensations. By the time a man isald
envugh o realize what & lut he does not koow he is too old
to worry over it.

Tn 1016 an awful famine raged throughout all Eurape and
again from 1193 to 1195, when complate crop failures cansed
terrible sutfering.  In England and France the people ate
the Hesh of cats and dogs, and many cases of cannibaliam
were recorded. During the latter threa yeara shonsands
upon thousands perished from starvation.

LELF YEAR LYRIC.
Leap, gicls, leap with care. |
Leap. with n‘run. at your part'nere,
Nuanore need for trap and snare ;
Pop, girls, pop, ta the bacheiaire,

A Scotchman was riding a donkey one day sctoss a sheep
pasture, but when the aninal came to a drain he would not
go over, so the man rode back a short distance, turned, and
applied the whip, thinking, of conrse, that the donkey,
when at the top of his speed, wonld jump the drain.  But
when the donkey gok to the drain he stopped Algmply._lnd
the man went over his head and cleared the deain. When
he got ap he looked the donkey in the face and said, * Verra
well pitched ! But then, hoo are you goin’ to get ower
yereel ¥’

Let us not deceive ourselves, but bear in mind that what
we denire onr children to become we must endeavonr to be
befare them. 1f we wish them to grow up kind, gentle, af-
lectionate, upright and true, we must habitoally exhibié
the same gualities aa regulating principles in our eonduct,
because the yoalities act as so many stimuli to_the respec-
tive faculties of the child. If we cannot restrain our pas-
sions, but at one tine overwhelm the young with kmdne_s@,
and at another surprize and confound theny by our caprice
and deceit, we may with as much reason expect to gather
grapes from thistles or ligs from therns, as to develop
wmoral purity and simplicity of character in them.

Repraip A THOUSANDFOLD.—Some years ago, & man of
fine appearance frequented & celebratéd cafe in Paris, and
evaery morning catled for a cap of cotfee and a roll. Uue
day he went out withont paying, and this happened several
times. ‘The proprietor was notified, but he answesed:
+ Serve the gentlenian as usual, and do not pay the least at-
tention to the bill.' Far one year this went un, when, sud-
denly, the castomer disappeared. The propiietor had al-
wmost forgotten bim when, to his surprise, he received,
freight paid, twelve chests of coffee and twelve bales of
sugar. A letter accompanied these smgnla.r_ pmkaga,
stating that the writer was a rich planter of Murtinique, who
for some time had been in ditficulties, and thus begged to
acknowledge the polite kindoess of his hest, w}gu for_one
whole year bad alluwed bim to run into debt at his café.

MY MARGUERITE,
I LooK upon her brow and see
A radiant, erystal purity.
And tind within her azure cyes
The loveliness of sumimer skies;
he 2 50 sweet,
Aly Margucrite,
L tain woutd ineel and kiss her feet!
My life to her dear life has grown,
Till all iy being is her own.
And every thaught and hope her due.
Though U'am forty, she but two;
And U 20 sweet
1: Marguerite,
I kneel and kiss her dainty feet!

Tie HoNesT CELESTIAL = Mre Moule, in his * New China
and Old,” written after thirty years residence in that
country as & missionary, gives the pative merchants an
enviable reputativn for integrity. [ndeed, what he bas to
say npon this point may very well set a New Zealand
reader to thinkiog, it not to blushing. Qe general state-
nient may be made as to the character of Chinese business

men. [t used to be & common dictum that the word of a2
Cant Hong hant was woith as much aa another
man's bond. Two years ago, the maoager of the Hongkong

and Shanghai Banking Corporation (an English house)

rablicly avowed that in the course of a long experience he
"md never known, so far as his bank wasa concerned, &
Chinese defanlter in money transactions. Not long agoa
foreigner travelled about Uhiua, leaving with native traders
quantities of his goods for sale, informing them at the sane
tiuie of the name of the tirm in Shanghai to whom remit-
tances should be sent. Many of these traders were in out-
of the. way places ; but so far they have regularly remitted
the proceeds of their sales.  Une man at Tienteio had credit
to the extent of a thousand dollars, He bas since then re-
tired from busioesa ; Lut he regularly sende mobey to the
Shangnai agenta in liquidation of his debt.

LEYTERS OF RECOMMENDATION. —A letter of introdaction
i usually supposed 1o be a sure passport for the bearer to
the favour of the person to whum it iz addressed. But
according to the experience of Antoa Kabinstein, the pianist
andl comiposer, it is sometimes well to investigate the con-
tents of such & letter. VWhen Rubinstein went to Vienna,
in 1846, full of 1alent and hope, he tovk a dozen letiers of
introduction to promivest people in that ecity, from the
Nussian ambassador and his wife, in Beilin. Vienna was
the residence of Liszt and one of the great musical centres
of Europe, and young Rubinstein anticipated making many
warm friends.  He made his calls and left his letters at the
houses of the peaple to whom they were addressed, and then
waited for replies and invitations, but pone came  After
five or aix letters had met this respounse of abaolute silence,
he was utterly at & lues to understand the meaniog of such
treatment. “ [ will ace,” he said at last, * what is said about
me in these letters.” Accordingly he opened one and this
is what he read :—* My Dear (Countess: To the position
which we (the ambassador and his wife), occupy, is attached
the tedicus duty of patronizing and ding our
various compatriots in order to satisfy their oftentimes
clamoruus requeata,  We, therefore, recomimend to you the
hearer of this, ane Rubigstein.’ The riddle wea solved.
The enraged pisaist Hucg the remaiping letiers io the fire,
and rerolved Lo rely on his own unaided etforta Lo procars
friends in the [uture.

SCIENTIFIC AND USEFUL.

FALSE HONEY,

A KIND of artificial honey, which has lately been prodaeed,
seems likely Lo become a formidable rival of nataral honey.
It is called “sogar boney,” and consista of water, sugar, &
small proportion of mioeral zalts and a fres aeid, and the
taste and smell resemble thoss of the genuine miticle.

HOME MADE COUGH MIXTURE

Hera are some recipes for peopls who eateh old fashionad
colds and develop eonghe, which have no atfinity whatso-
ever with the dreaded infoenza. Une very aimp{e remedy
is to boil half a cupful of treacle with a lump of buter about
the size of a walnnt, to which is afterwards added the joice
of alarge lemon. This mixture will ba found soothing for
an ordinary nncomplicated coogh. For children the follow-
ing is g :—Take half an cunce of syrup of tolo, and the
same quantity of oxymel of squills, one ounee cf mocilage,
and three ouncea ipecacuanha wine, and mix with two
onunces of water. The dose for & child of about one year
old is one teaspoonful, and & tablespoonful for one of five
years, when the cough ia troublesome. Annther mixture
for adults is equal parts of oxymel of #quills, simple oxymel,
and syrup of poppies, mixed. Uf this simple remedy a tea.
spoonful may be taken when the cough is troublesome.

A MOYING SIDEWALK.

The moving sidewalk at the World’s Fair gronnds was
opened to the public on November 25. About 300 repre-
sentative men went by special train from Chicago to inspect
this novelty. Ume of the eriticisms made of this means of
tranaportation was with reference to the danger to old men,
ladies, and children, but experience from a week's uwie of
the road shows that there is ne tronhle in this respect.
The speed is 8o slow that there is no difficulty in getting on
or offf This exhibit is on a wooden trestle 25ft. high, the
sharpest cnrve having a radius of 75t The sidewalk
is S00ft. long haviog 360 deg. of ¢urvature in that length.
When bhanling abont 350 passepgers, which is about one-
third of the capacity of this experimental line, the addi-
tional power expended is about 24-horse porwer over and
above that necessary to move the walk, The Railroad
Gazetie says: * Road is now in full eperation and is carrying
A large number of passengers. A foll view of the World's
Fair Grounds is obtaized from the seats of the cars.’

A NEW REMEDY FOR TWOG RITES.

A Iady writes giving 2 novel remedy for the bites of dogs
and other animala:—'I have been bitten by dogs re-
peatedly,” she says, ‘once severely. A pet dog of a
neighbonr’s wae very rick, and [ was attermpting to relieve
it. It bit me io the left thumb, just below the nail. The
member became black as far down as the wrist. It re-
mained g0 until the nail eame off. The owner talked of
hydrophobia, and said thabt the deg had not tasted water
for two weeks. Had I been afraid I should, no donbt, have
taken nervous fita and died. The verdict would have been
‘‘hydrophobia.” But I simply applied & solution of salt
and vimegar, a little more vinegar tham =alt, washed the
wound with it, thex tied a clean rag aronnd the thnmb,
Leeping it satarated well with the solution, and moved the
rag so that a fresh part covered ihe wound at intervala,
This remedy wns one applied $o my wrist by a colonred
woman io the South for & snake bite. My arm was then
black, hard, and painfa). The remedy acted like a charm.
In two hours the discolonrations had disappeared, and with
it the pain, and only the needle mark where the fang had
entered was visible.”

THE RELATION OF HEIGHT TO DISEASE.

The doctors are always discovering something hew to
scare simple folk, The Intest of these linds is that to be
very tall is to be on the high road to a disease called Mega-
laeria. Ip itself this sesqnipedalian malady iz sofficiently
awe-inspiring. But Dr. Cunningham, the Dublin anato-
mist, has jnat published in the memoirs of the Royal Irish
Academy & paper in which he coneludes that neary all the
giants o?whom any records harve been kept came into this
category of * megalacriacs.’” This stature is the resnlt of a
morbid growth, whick may affect only the feer and hande
and under-jaw, or may include the entire body, seft parts
as well as bones. Magrath, the Irish giant, was a victim of
this hypertrophy, thoogh Dr. Cunningham declaies that in-
stead o} his being eight feet four inches in height, a study
of his skeleton in Trinity College shows that he was in all
likelihood not wiore than seven feet two and a hali or three
inches high, though there are records of people who bave
shot op to eight feet four and a half inches. It is, however,
consolatory te fiud that though most Anaks have been
mazgalacrions it does Dot necessarily follow, even though
they are notorioualy short-lived, that they are afflicted with
this malady—great feet and & buge lower jaw being its
leanding characteriatics.

WATER.

The haman body, says & writer in Holl's Journal of
Heaith, is constantly undergoing tissue change. Water
has the power of increasing these tissue changes, which
multiply the waste products, but ag the #nme tirme they are
renewed by ita agency, giviog rise to inc appetite,
which in turn provides fresh nutriment. Persons bot little
accustomed to drink water are Jiable to bave the waste pro-
ducts formed faster than they are removed. Any obatruc-
tion to the free working of natural laws at once produces
di le t d v rise in the morning weak
and laoguid will find the canse in the imperlect secretion of
wastes, which miaoy times may be remedied by drinking a
full tumbler of water before retiring. This very maturiﬂly
assists in the process during the night, and leaves the
tissues fresh and strong, ready for the active work of the
day. Hot water in one of our best remedial ayenta. A hot
bath on going to bed, even in the hot nights of pummer, ia a
better reliever of insorinia than many drugs.  Intlated
parts will snbside under the continved poulticing of real hot
water, Very hot water, a# we all koow, is a prompt
checker of bleeding, aud besides, if it is clean, s it |hourd
be, it aids in sterilizing our wound, riotons stonach
will newrly slways gratefolly receive » glass of hot water.

WHY MEN DON'T MARRY,

THE m:n who can marry, and who nowsdags are noually
thirty-three, are men of eertaio experienes, are by no |
weans fools. They are attracted by good looks, whather in
the foolish or the wise virgina, aod are earvied away by nn-
nsual beanty, as they were in the daysof Helen, and will be
when the world eools ; bot they are guite conscions of the

v ge p d by the ible and the eculuivated.
They kaow what terrible borea ignorant girls ean be, how
uiterly acreascnable they often are in the middle life to
grow acrid, snappish or positively il) tem pered.

There is no one so perverse aa the woman without intel-
lectoa)l interesta whose sitnation happens to be at variance
with her idems of comfort, or who, being comfortable in
conscioun of the faint contempt, or rather slight avoidance
of those aronnd her. Women are peifectly well aware
when men listen from politeneas alone, and those among
them to whom that lot falle grow as bitter as some disap-
pointed spinstera.

The men of thirty-three know perfectly well how great a
part friendship playsin married life, bow it decpens atfec.
tivn, and how difficalt it is to feel friendship for a woman
whose early charm has passed, who does not onderstand one
word in six yon say, and who can neither aympathise with
failure nor understand why ;uu have succeeted. Com-
panionship, one of the most delightful of all the bonde of
upion, is impoasible between the sble and the silly.

The men, ton, are aware that it is the eclever girls, not
the simpletons, who are free from the senseless extrava-
gance which is, perbaps, of all the foibles which are not
exactly vices, the most permanently irritating in wives
Oope thing, at least, colture has done for the majority of
cultared women—it has tanght them how to eonni. The
immense majority of cultivated girls are econowical
Frugality is the road to independence. They could not
live their lives if they coat their fathers too much, and they
learn to know the valoe of money, and to avoid debt with
horror. They are not, perhaps, devoted to * housekeeping *
a3 some cof the unletteved are, meaning, three times ount of
five, endless and harasving interference with their servants ;
but they can keep house, when they know their incomes, at
an nutlay well within them.

Men know what it is to be bored. There is no bore on
earth equal to the woman whe can neither talk nor listen,
who has no mental interesta in common with her hnsband,
and who thinks his friends satirical becanse they attend to
ber with a faint sense of amused amazement. bhe men we
are speaking of believe also thal, of the two, the educated
are the more affectionate.

Bat girls of ¢ulture are too frank of speech, contradict
men, unless moch and ¢isibly their elders, too often snd too
binnily, and are therefore condemned as * formidable”

This habit—for it is nothing worse—does not proceed in
them, as it does in most men, from either airogauee, ot
temper, or waot of sell-control, for they do nat display it
towanls women, even when intellectually their inferiora.
It proceeds from delight in intellectual independence, from
&5 unexpected sense of mental equality which nust be made
aadible to be thoroughly enjoyed. on will see a son con-
tradict his father, or 4 clever lad hia tutor, from precisely
the same motive ; but men who are on an equality rather
avold it, striving rather {o differ utterly under eover of some
formuala of assent, and disliking the Hazlitt way —he nsed
to contradict everybody, even the watchman when ealling
she honr—and they dishike it in women most partienlarly.
Even very sensible young man of experience will retreat be-
fore it with 4 sense of disappointment and choler, and never
azain, unless by accident, give the girl whe has tried, as
they think, to *put them down’ a chance of showing that
she was attempting nothing of tbe kind,

The habit is & mere gesture in reality, a colt's kick of
pleasure in the free field, and not, as it often is in old
women, 8 sign of vicious temper ; butb it constantly roine a
bright girl's ¢hances, and has done much o create in soeiety
an impression which is, on the evidence of facts, entirely
nofouuded. Cultivated girls bave, in fact, a vrick of think-
ing that argunent is ¢onversation, aud that contradiction
shows mentsl fearlessness—a trick which even tolerant men
never quite like,

MY FATHER,

HE is old now,
And time and care have long age
Covered his locks with winters snow
And lined his brow,

His step ia slow.
Oft in his walk he stands to reat
With felded arms npon his breast,
And bead bent low.

His eyes are dim,
‘This world is fadiog from his aight,
Baut flower, and tree, and aun, and light
Are naoghbt to him,

The past is his,
And all day Joog bis thoughts will roam,
Aund weave aeain in fancy’s loom

Uld mewories.

At pight T hear
His tottering footsteps cross the hall ;
Slowly and eolemnly they fall

Upon mine ear.

Some night 1 know
That I sball list for 1them in vain,
Thak 1 shall vever go again

To kiss hie brow.

Perchance ¢'en bow

The angel beckops bim away,

And |, ob God ! would bave bim stay
Wih me below,

1 canpou weep,
1 wateh him slippiog from m:
Gliding_ opon life'a ebbiog tide
o dreamless sleep.

side,



