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1 hardiy know where to begin this week, for
there is so much farhionable news that I fear you will tire of
it before you have heard all, Everything, of course, was

iven as & 'farewell’ to hia Excelleney tbe Governor and
dy Onslow, who must have been quite tired of shakinyg
hands and bidding good-bye by the time it waa alt over, for,
as yon already know, they have left us. First of ail came
the buoguet given by our Mayor (Mr H. D, Bell}, and Mrs
Bell, and this perbapa was the most brilliant atfair of all.
1t took place at Bellaruy's, which waa beantifaily decorated
for the oceasion. Mr Bell received im tbe hall at half-
past seven o'clock, dinner being anbounced about eight,
and was not over until nearly midnight, there were so 1nany
speechen and toasts to be got through. His Excellenc
made s particulazly happy speech, as mlao did Mr Ball
Mr Bell took Lady Onslow in to dioner, taking the
bead of the table, with the Earl and Mra Bell at
the opposite end ; then the Chief Justice, Sir James Pren-
dergast, tovk Mrs Rallanes; the Premier (Mr Ballance),
Mre Graee ; Mr Justice Richinond, Mra Charles Johnaton ;
Captain Bourke, of the Ringarcoms, Lady Heetor; Mr
Peatce and Madame de Bachoné; the Hom. J. McKenzie
and Mre Robert Hart ; Mr Fitzgernld (Controller (ieneral)
and Mrs Richmond, Othera preseat were the Hon. A, J.
Cadman, the Hon, J. ;. Ward, the Hon. ¥. P. Heeves and
Mrs Reeves, the Hor J. R. Seddon, the Hon. Dr. Grace,
the Hon. Charles Johnston, the Hon. R. Harx, Dr. and Mrs
Newman, Mr (i, Hutchinson, Mr W. MecLean, Mr and Mrs
Castendyk, Mr and Mrs . Fisher, Dr. de Bachone, Sir
James Hector, Mr . Duncan, Mr and Mre Cooper, Mr W,
Reid, Mr and Mis G. Heetham, Mr . Booth, Mr
and Mrs Travers, Uaptain Guthrie, besides most of the
city couccillors and leading citizens. HKipg's hand was
stationed in the lobby, and played at intervals during the
evening, and a guard of honour was formed by the Per-
manent Artiilery, under Major Messenger, as the Governor
and Lady Onslow, accompanied by Capt. Guthrie, entered.
His Excellency wore his vice-regal uniform, and the other
upiforms, including the naval, military, and Consular,
greatly added to the brilliant ecene. The mepn was most
highly spuken of, and also the wines, which were especially
procured by the ateward st Bellamy®. The menu tnay
prove interesting :—Hors d’'ocuvres, Saumon de Norvige
and Caviare; Potages, Tortue and Printanicre ; Poissuns,
Turbot, Saoce bomard, and Morne Anglaise anx Uonheom-
bres; Entrees, Supréme de Volaille a la Toulouse aand
Cailles it la Financiere; Keleves, Selle d’agneau it la
Duchesse and Dinde Trutfee & la Pirigenx ; (Givier, Capard
Sagvage ; Entremets, Geléa de Péches an Noyau, Kang-
lauffa an Sabazop, and Salade de Fruits ; Heleves d’entre-
mets, Canapés i la Prince de Galles, and Petits Homa-
quins en Cnisees ; Ulaces, Fraises and Ananas.

The following night the Crovernor was entertained at a
farawell dinner at the Wellington Club, Mr Ed. Pesrce,
the President, being in the chair, the guoeat of the evening
being on his right and Sir James Prendergast oo hia left.
(‘aptain Ciuthrie was also present, and the Hon. W. P,
Reeves, the Hop., P. Buckley, Captain Bourke, of the Rin-
garooma, Mr Wythes, of the yacht Ht. treorge, and Sir A,
Stepney—abeut sixty altogether.

'he next might the vice-regal party was entertained at
supper by Dr. and Mra Newman, but this was not a very
large affair. The Ladies Gwendoline and Dorothy stayed
with Mrs Newmnan on their arrival at Wellington, His Ex-
cellency and Lady Onslow staying with the Hon. Charles
and Mra Johnston until they finally left Wellington.

The following afterncon the Earl and Counteas held a
farewell reception at Government House. There wers not
a large number of guests, but it was very pleasant, except,
I might add, that there lurked a tinge of regret thronghoent
the assemblage, Lady Unslow received in a dark grey gown
softened with white chiffon mmfflea down the frent, and &
amall jet bonnet, and earried an exquisite bouquet of hot-
house fiowers. I believe they are in mourniog tor the Duke
of Clarence. Captaio Guthrie was helping to entertain.
Afternoon tea and all sorts of good things were served in
the diniog-room. Amaonget those present were Mr and M1
Travers, the latter in fawn and browa eilk, and brown tulle
bonnet with yellow roses ; Mr and Mrs (. Beetham, the
latter wearing & very quaint, new-looking gown, tha skirt
of fawn with A very broad edging of brown stripes, and a
long bodice of brown figured satin, under which was & vest
of ntriped brown, and a tiny buttercup bounnet. I noticed
buttercaps and corntlowers on every side ; they are evidently
the prevailing Howers. Misa Johpston was in black eilk,
the lony taba edged with jet ; Mre Grace wore blue figured
foulard, and bonnet of corpflowers: Mra Newman also
wore blue ; Mra Reeves, white and black, and lll_‘gl wh!r.e
chitfon tie wpotied with btack, flat Llack hat with white
Aowers ; the Misses Grace, grey ; Men Cull_mn. & pratty
combination of grey and white silk, large white hat; Misn
(Gibson, m visitor to Mrs Collina fromn Dunedin, a very band-
some dress, the preveiling colonr being pink, which was
trimimed with brown and gold ; M Williams, & very pretty
cream chitfon bonnpet ; the Misses Williamuw, grey; Mrs
Cooper, Miss Cvoper, white delaine tigured with black,
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black hat with grey feathers ; Mrs 'arfite, entnHower blue,
trimmed with gold braid ; Mrs Gore, Miaa M. Gure, brown
silk, and transparent ¢cream hat with Huwers; Mrs Medley,
Misa K. Hadlield, M. and Madame de Bachone, Mms Mao-
tell, grey ; Misa Dranstield, fawn; Misa L. [zard, cream ;
Mprs Gillon, a pretty black dress, and bonnet embroidered
with steel ; Mina Quick, erushed strawberry silk with
flonaces of black Iace ; Mizs Morrah, the Missex Halse,
Trimnell, Fairchitld, Allan, Barclay, Canon Howell (of
Dunedin), and many others. The Ladies (+wendoline and
)orothy Onslow were present, being dressed contpletely in
white, and Lord Huia, who was sl:o taking leave of hie
many friends, being in his nurse’s arma.

The evening of the sume day Mrs Charles Johnaton gave
s dinner party, and afterwards an * at home,' as the last
farewell to the Earl and Couptess. It was a delightful
affair, the guests of the evening apparently thoronghly en-
joying everythiog. Mr and Mrs Johnaton received in the
hall, from whence everyone d on into the drawing-
room and shook handa with [.ord and Lady Onslow. Dancing
was kept up until nearly two o'clock, when all assembled
and said good-bye to the host and hostess and the Earl and
Countess. Mrs Johnston wore & very handscine dress of
palest pink brocaded satin, made in the new redingite style
aver a petticoat and long train of pink crépon, the lining
being of tuiquoize blue satin : poffed sleeves and a high
collar, and a.cinwly bouquet of pink tiger lilies and maiden
hair fern, completed an elegant costume ; Lady Unslow was
in black eatin and lace, made with & very long train, and
brightened only by quantities of diamonds vn the low cor-
sage and bair, and carried a_huge bouquet of white tiger
lilies and maiden hair tied with etreamers of broad white
ribbon. The Bishop of Cbristchnrch and Mrs Julius were
there, aod Lady and Mies Hector, M. and Mndame de
Bachené, Mr and Mrs Tolhurst, the Hoo. P. and Mrs
Buckley, Mr and Mr Werry, Mre Rickmond, the Hon, Dr.
and Mrs Grace (the latter in white silk striped with
black velvet, apd diawmonde), Dr. and Mra Newman,
the Hon, W. V. and Mrs Keeves, Mre Williams, Mr
and Mre Travers, Dr. anl Mre Collins, Miss John-
ston, sister of the host, who wore pale blue pauze stnd-
ded with turqueoise beads and tergnoiee buckles ; Miss
Williames, in pale blue scattered with buttercu&ys : Miss H.
Williams, wearing a very pretty pink satin brocaded with tyue
lover's knote ; Mies Alice Grace {the only debutante), wore
a lovely gown, the white satin train and bodice worn overa
Ketlicuab of lace, and carried a leautiful bonguet ; Miss

1. Grace, pale green with heliotrope chiffun sleeves ; Miss
Izard, white ; Miss Gorve, pale blue silk sud pink erépon :
and her eister, white sitk with trails of white roses ; g?iaa
Richardson, white silk ; the Misses Barron, pretty cream
and pink chiffon gowns ; the Misses Cooper, white ; Miss
Medﬁay, eream with bronze passementerie ; Miss Cibsom, a
presty pale blue crepon gown, trained, the basque effectively
trimmed with jewelled embroilery; Miss Menzies, blue
silk; and her sister, old gold. Amongst the gentlemen
were Captain (iuthrie, Captain Bourke, of H.M.S. Ringa-
rooma,and saveralofhisolticera ; several otficersfromthesteam
yacht &t. eorge, and Mesara Baker, Coopar, Richmond, Turn-
bull (2), Tripp, Brown St. Hill, etc., etc. The whole housre
wasmost begutifolly decorated, chiefly with quantities of sun-
flowers. A delicions champagne supper was served shortly
before midnight, and the atrsins of ' John 'eel * brought a
most enjoyable dance to a close,

Un Wedneaday Lord and Lady Unslow and suite left Ly
& speciel train at eleven a.m., and the railway station was
thronged with peuple wishiog to say good-bye. They
drove down with Mr and Mra Johpeton, and L.ord Huia
wore an imitation Huia bird in his hat as he said farewell
to the town of his birgh, Lady Onslow was dressed in a
dark travelling dress and black bounet, aod tock aflection-
ate farewell of Mrs Johpston and other of her intimate
friends before leaviog, Captain Guthrie, the Hon. P. Buck-
ley, and Mr (. S. Cooper travelled with them part of the
WAY.

quuiet though very interesting wedding was celebrated
a few days ago—that of Mrs Rawson, daughter of Mra Bor-
lase, and Mr Walter Penraon.

I must say & word aboat the Star Beating Club Swim-
ming Sports kefere closing. They were beld in Lhe presence
of about four bundred guests At the Star Sheds, and very
interestiog they were for those looking vn who kuew all the
competitors.  Afterncon tea was dispensed by the ladies,
and proved most acceptable. I noticed Dr. and Mrs Adams,
Mrs W. Ferguson, Miss Moorhonee, Mr and Mra Ugle, Mre
Wardrop, Dr. and Mra Kaweon, Mr and Mrs Mantell, Mea
and the Misses Cooper, the Misses Grace, the Misees (iore,
Misa L. Izard, the Missea Harding, and many othera.

Ab, somathing elwe too—we Ecwc been gay. An ‘At
Home' was given on hoard the private steam yacht St.
(ieorge by the owner, Mr Wythes, who has been visitin
Wellington for a few weeks. The weather was lovely, nnd
a very pleasant afternoon was spent, onr numerous hosta
proviog most hospitable. I bave not rpace to go into
details, but yon shall henr n few of tie gnesta. The Hon.
P. and Mrs Ruckley, the Hon. J. McKenzie, the Hon. H.
Seddon, Mv spd Mrs W. I*. Heeves, Mra and the Mizees
Couper, the Mirses Willisus, Mra and the Misnes Grace,
Dr. and Mre Collins, Mrs and the Mieses (Gore, and & great
many of the Star Boating Club.

Amuogat our distinguished visitors this week have been
Lady Jersey, Ladly Galloway, the Hon. Hupert Leigh, Bir
A, Stepney, the Coanteas of Meath, and Mr Wythea.

Except that it was given in honour of Bishiop and Mra
Julius, T will not e able to tell you anything about 1he
Rev. Mr Woter's large garden party, for } am afraid [ have
already overntepped 1y amount of rpace. Runy.
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Iantley is the talk of the town, and ileservedly
#0, for he is & splendid actor, and merita all the praise
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showered upen bim. He played * Hamlet * oo his openini
night, mod then gave * David Garrick,' sad io this latter
think 1 liked bim the betier, the character apparently muit-
ing him to perfection. I believa the iact of the matter in
that hia coumpany are not good epough for Shakesperian
works—at least they do not sppesr to help him oat with
his dittieclt parts, which must be w great drawback, o
actor is & great deaf, but he cannot do everything, and
it struck me again aad _wgain Uit he was not well
supported in * Hamlet.,” Up to the present he has had
crowded houses every hight, and tﬂey are likely 1o
remain 8o tonsidering the enthusiasm with which Bentley
is pightly received, uotil the end of his season.
Altogether I did not ebjoy * Hamlet ' nearly an well as T
did * Ddavid Garriek,' the latter apparently being better
staged, and more within the compass of the performers.
The drunken scene by Bentley was an exceedingly clever
piece of acting, and evoked roam of laughter, and the borror
of Ada (Miss Hansen) was also very realistic. The com-
pany assembled at Mr Ingot's dinner-table was very anyus-
iog, and one of the best things was the quarrel Letween Ada
and her would-be lover. The dresses worn by Bentley aa
David Garrick were very handsome. I liked him best in &
handsone bluish-green plush coar braided with sparkling
silver, white satin waistcoat braided with silver, white eatin
breechea, white silk atoekings, and lace ruttles studded with
diamond brooches , but in ail bis costumes he luoked s line
handsome fellow. Miss Hansen, the hercioe had an un-
wratefal part, but made the most of it, And brought tears to
the eyes of many with ber sobs when she was renvunced by
her father. First she wore a very pretty pale blue brocade
with & Wattean train falling from ibe shoulders, and then
afterward at the dinner party she was dressed in eream
satin, made also with & Watteau train and cascades of lace.
Arimiata, the authoress {Misa Aay Thorne), war rpleadid
and was capitally Rot up, and so slev was the stutterer, but
Mras Brown (Miss Deorwyp) I thought rather overdid her

art. 1o *Cramond Hrig' Bentley, s Jock, the Scutch
‘armer, was so goud, and was quite unrecognisable
from the coortly David UGarrick. Surely be must

be a Beotchman: hia aceent war perfect. Miss Han-
sen bhad a small part only in thia, but did it well,
sad looked guite the Neoteh laseie. The king (Mre Alder-
son}, acted remarkably weil in this, but Beotley was simply
inimitable, He is so oatursl and seems to Lhuruugﬁly
enter into his partz, The dianer scene where Jock uncon-
eciounly entertains the king is most amusing : indeed, the
farce altogether is worth seeing if only te have a gued
hearty laurh. Amongst the aadience on both nights were
D and Mra Girace, Me and Mis Hislop, Mr and Mrs Fitz-
aerald, Miss Fitzperald, Mr, Mre, and the Mirses Tolhurat,
Mrs Buckley, Mr and Mrs Loughnan, the Hon. Mr Seddon
and Mrs Seddon, the Hon. J. MeKenzie, Mra Edward
Richardson, Miss Johnaton, the Missea Grace, Mra Collins,
Miss tribson (Danedin), Mrs Leckie, Mrawl Mrs Jellicoe,
Mres and the Misses Giore, Mygand Mra W. Moorhonse, Miss
H. Moorhouse, Miss lzacd, the Misses Cooper, Dr. and Mrs
Giillon, Mra (Dz.) Pollen, Misa Williama {Lisborae), Mr
Tancer and Mra Gordon (Hastings), Mr and the Misses
Burnett, and many others. We are to bave ‘ The Bells’
next, and then reveral more Shakespeariau pieces.

. The Flower Bhow is now open at the Columbis Rink, and
is an excellent display. The weather waa kind, and allowed
tha tlowers to be picked yuite perfect the daey before. |
think the dahlias are the finest ever exhibited, but the Lot-
house fowuis are very beautiful. There is one table en-
tirely covered with exhibits frum Government House, chiefly
remarkable for the exquisite maiden-hair ferns. The bou-
quets are one and all so very old-fashioned — tightly tied, and
with so little greenery. MNothing conld be moze beuutiful
and natural than the new large, luosely-arraoged bonquets,
arranged with just Nature's green leaves aud pgrasses,
snd yet one never sees them at a Hower show. Une
epergne lilled with rata aod variegated grasses waa ex-
quisite, and the roses pnd lilies were lovely. 1 have never
seen such a magoiticent display of vegetables. The col-
lectione of Howering begonias exhibited by Mra llurne, A
McKay, and Mr Charles Izard (junr.) are wonderful.
Amongst the prize-takers are M Burne, Mra MeNab, Mra
H. D. Bell, Mr Eberle, Mr Wilkinacn, Mt W. Moorhounse,
Mr C. J. Hill, Mc C. H. 1zard, Mrs Stuart, and for bonquets
in various classes the prize-winners are Miss MeNab, Miss
Cooper, D), N. Wilkinson, Miss Creass, Miss Salmon, T. H.
Sewell, Mrs Wills, and W. H. Taylor.

Lady Hector ia piving a garden party at Petune very
soon, and there is to be & conversazione abt the Museam in
bonour of the University Senate which is sitting in Wel-
lingten now. Runy.
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Mrs Philip Hanmer, of Fenualten, gave a large garden-
party one atternocon.  Among the tnoefis were Mr aod Mrs
Michael Campbell ; Mies Hessie Canipbell, in & lovely guwn
of white erépe, pink and white striped yoke oI aame
material ; Mrs Wilding looked very handsome in s dark
green dress trimmed with rich uld lace; Mra Hamer wore
dark Llue with white embroidery ; Mra I Hanmtner, io a
grey spotted gown; Mrs Hanks had s tasteful dress of
myrtle green eilk, with black lace flounce mrouad bodice
and skirt looped up with jet; Mre F. Milea was in white :
Miss Willin in grey white-braided gown, white and grey
hat; Mrs Wigram, in dark blue, white shirt and wailor
hat; Mrs Forbes looked well in & handsome black silk,
white fluwers in booaet, (thers were Mr and Mra Charla-
woul, Mr and Mrs George Haumer, Mr and Miss ('larke,
My and Mra Harrison, Mxs nnd Mise Cilman, Mr, Mrs, and
Mixa Neave, Mra aud Miss Gerard, the Misses Bowen, nod
the Misses Nedwill,

I'rufessor and Mrs Uook entertained a party of English
frietds 1o luncheon nne day Isst wesk,

Kuowalski, the celebrated pinniat, gave the muaical public
A treat laat week ut four excellent concerts.  Unlortunately
however, Cluistchureh cannot support more than une good
public amuseinent at g tirve,  Walter Bentley continued te
draw large honses, but { am afraid fond ss people here peo-
fess to ba of guod mueie, the munical artists weie not so well
pationised. 1 like Kowaleki Lest in hie own musie.  Hin
Kupil, Misn Heatrice (Giritlithe, iv also a brilliant pianiste.

iss Romsow's singing in always delightful ino execution and
refinement, and I think her veice has gained in mellowness
of tune
Contivvrd ane purge 254,



