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TUHE NEW ZEALAND GRAPHIG

PALMERSTON NORTH

FEBRUARY 10.

I uotice that * Minnie® has not been writiny to
vou lately, and as we have had several festivities worthy
of note. [ take up my pen ta vry aod lilt the vacancy.

The ttev. H. It. Harvey has returned from Lis trip to the
olil country, Humour praved cortect, for he has brought &
bride, and very chianaing she is. . )

We have also another bride, namely, Mrs Milton {neé
Miss Levine). AL present they are occupying the Union
Hank ia the absence of the manager, ) .

Mr and Mrs Lione! Abraham gave a very enjoyable tennis
party at their residence last week. There were trom Gty
to sixLy guesta present. )

We |.3l’ll':le all l!'een very excited over the playing off of the
tenoia tournguent. At the final games the combatants
were, Iadies’ singles, Mo Harrison and Mre Abraham ;
gentlemeu's singles, I Spyers and H. Cosh. The pames
were very excifing throughout, the winnera being M
Abrahami and H. Cosh, We were all sorry to see Mra
Harrinon and [ Spyers beaten, as they are such favourites,
and play exceedingly well. . .

Awong our visiters here duriog the holidays were : Mr
and Mrs larron, fram Wellington; Mrs Ireland and
daughtera from Auckland, who, I am sorry to say are
leaving us again; Mrs Hroad, from Sydney, who is on &
visit w Mrts Cook ; she toa is leaviog ua to go to Nelson.

There i great excitement amang the young folks just
paw over a cirens which opens directly. T will tell you all
about it in my next letter. .

Now, Hee, Tor & few of the pretty desses which [ have
noticed at var diflerent places of amnsement, namely, the
tennia lawn, the sparts, and about tewn,  Miss Waldeprave,
looked well in & landsome black silk, pratty black hat with
white Howers ; Mrs Milton, fawn, atylish cape trimmed
with pink, and het to match: Mrs Harrison, blac:k skirt,
stylisu_pink delaine blouse, cream 'I‘olj\l-tug\;.;\'llas Ran-
dalpb, biack skirt, blue and white bodiee ; Miss L. Ran-
dolph, very pretty grey costume, hat to mateh : Mias
Keeling loaked well in klue and white delaine, dainty white
hab tritutned with white feathers ; Mra Fitzherbert, prune
cashmere, lapdsome dolman, fawn bat:; Mrs Ireland,
stylisl grey costuine, bonnet and parssel to matehs
AMrs . Hcott looked charming in a pretty fawn
costume; Mrs Snelson, brown tweed mantle and dress to
match, large black lace hat Grimmed with black ribbon and
white roses; Mrs (I)r.) Porter looked very handsome ina
flowered <delnine, with long lace mantle reaching to the
ground, black hat ; Mise Ireland, pretty cream delaine with
gold teimmings, rhic black bat ; Miss E. Ireland, becoming
grey dress, pretty transparent hot trimmed with chiffon ;
Mea W. H. Smith, cornflower blue costume, sweet little
bonnoet to match, red silk parasol ; Mis Pratt, dainty black
and white costume, very becoming hat to correspond ;
Mze L. Abralam, black serge akirt, blue spotted shirt,
white hat trinined with ostrich tipa ; Mre ‘Watsen, pretty
prune dress, pale lavender vest, lace hat with lavender
Howers ; with maay others too numerous to mention.

You will be sorry to hear that our popular Mayor (Mr
Suelson) has been very il}, but is now sufficiently recovered
to drive out.

Desr Bek,

Misxie's FRIEXD.

[Thank you very much for so kindly and ably filling the
vacancy. FPlease do it again.—BEE.]

LONDON.

Dear Beg, JANUARY 3.
Still paramount amongst the New Year ques-
tions is the important one of our Koyal wedding. Accord-
ing to one statetient Society is greatly exercised by the
rumour that the Princess Vicwria Mary is desirous of being
married on the last day of February, ‘Leap Year Day.’
‘Thie ie mot an origioal idea, More than one cynic bas
pelected that day because it only involves the celebravion of
asilver wediling day a century afterwards, and the usual
anniversary wedding-day party only once every four years.
Lven il the eybical fiusvand is not a * literalist,’ the choice
of February 25th as one's wedding day raises the embar-
rasuitig uestion whether its anniversary in ordinary years
slivuld be celebrated on February 28th or on March lar.

[ learn on good authority that the eight bridesmaids
selected are aleaughmra of dlukes or earls, with the excep-
tivn of one (the davghter of the Marquis of Batk), They
are Lady Margares Urosvenor, Lady Dorothea Murray,
Ludy Alexaodra Hamilton, Lady Katherine tilyone, Laay
bveiyn Lindsay, Lady Victorin Leveson-(iower, Lady Eva
tireviile, and Lady Gertrude Molyneux., The eldest of the
fuir group is Lady Eva Cireville, whose brother, the Hon.
Alwyne Greville, was Ejuerry to the Duke of Clarence
from 1885 until bis warnape 1o 1888, when he was made
extia Byuerry to the I'rince of Wales. The younpgest of
the hridesmaids is Lady Alexandra Handlton, who 13 only
tifteen years of age, and the next youngest is Lady Mar-
garet Girusvenor, who is eighteen. The bridesmaids will
wear white and silver, trimmed with May-blossom in com-
pluneot 1o the bride. They will alw wear wreaths and
vetls.  The Lriile's dress will be trimmed with Honiton lace
awk orange blowsowa,  The loows at Spitaltields are, it ia
snid, busier than they hiave een for over 100 yeurs, weaving
the wilk fur the dresaes of the bride and her attendant maids,
aud riso fur the troussesu.

We are none of us surprived that thie Duchess of Teck in
very wuch depressed At the prospect of losing her com-
peut.  Privcess May has always been of the greatest as-
sistance to her other in all ber many charitable under-
tukinge,  The dresn that is already prepared for the yonag
bride’s going away it of line faced white cluth, embronered
with gold aod trimet with eable, and & smp!l white
bonnet, with an edwing of sable, tu rest vo ler light-
browu buir, is excewlingly pretiy, avd will suit her to per-
fection.  ‘There is someching about Vrincess May's figure
and wanner of doing her hair that gives ler at times a great
louk of Hi ritseess of Walea,

Huuting just now ix at » stamlatill, owing to the weather.
Have | wvor tuld you, lice, huw uch Muss ‘Tennant has
beeu wilmired in the liekd? She has been lalely staying
wiLh Lurd Spencer at Altherpe, and wears & real Mnk cuat,
beang very particalar abuat the proyer wanly cus of it ; ler
skirt in & new nalety vne.

A littlo German girl is greatly disappointed that the
Empresa bas had another little Loy. Une of the ocorres.
poudents of & society raper gives the following tranalation
of the little maiden's [stter to A Berlin newapaper. *The

loon, wers mot in it. BSiill the indoeement of excemive
rofita was potent, and many firms whe onght to have
ﬂnuwn better becamne parties to the deception, and backed
up with their influence the representationa of the maker

broad who had to loss, and were not worth powder

Kaiser,’ she writes, * has taken the boys’ part in d ding
that they shonid be relieved from too much study at home,
and that time for their bodily exercise should he fieely al-
Jowed. Now, my brother has had three alternoons lutely

and whot, did they imitate the Waterbury never so,closely.
in this manner, and aided by our ahortness of snppl{, many
mpuriour imitations were foisted upon the public, and

ined & t footi Our boxes were ab first imi-

for skating, while we girls sat in school over our g Y,
eography, and Nibefnngen!ied. ‘This is pot right. My
Emther rays the Emperor's children are all boys, and that
is the reanon why he looks after boys especially. The girls
pray to God every day thas the stork will bring him & listle
girl, ui that hix Majesty may be led to take mercy npon ns
itle also,’
g A duinty wedding present for the Princesa Mary of Teck
that [ saw recently was s little tortoiseshell eight-day clock
mounted io silver. Tortoiseshell ornaments—candlesticks,
letter cases, jewel caskets, card trays, and so forth—are
fashionable gifts thie season. Silver Hower vases, too, aré
largely sold for thie same purpose. They are chased or
Huted, and sometimes take the form of Howers. The Uueen
has just bought several, with other things, for gifts,

1 have been touring the shops lately for novelties, and
send you one or two ideas on the subject of elothes. They
are not altogether mine, but they ate just what [ think. I
noticed that this season's ¢oats are trimmed wisth very
bandsome buttons. QOune of the new models is trimmed
with real tortoise-shell buttons as large as a five shilling
piece. A beauntiful coat for an Italian duchess with a long
name that [ have jorgotten how to spell was of pearl grey
and black broché silk and velvet, lined with pale pink
brocade, Itwas madelike & covert coat, and fastened down
the side with thres carved ivory buttons, The rolled-over
collar and deep cntfs were of skunk. Ancther model not so
ornate as the one deseribed was dark blne cloth, with
braided collar and cuffs of tan eloth fastenad with porcelain
buttons band-painted and mcunted in steel, faceted to
sparkle like diamonds. A besatifully warm looking coat,
made of fawn-coloured frieze cloth, with & brown velvet
collar, was adorned with mother-of pearl buttons.

If yon wear a fashionable sheath gown, iny dear Bee,
mind you get a pesticvat and bodice in one.  Tr is so com-
fortable and so slim-looking ! 1t is made of fine stoeking-
ette edged with lace, and fita the fignre tike a glove. The
texture of the material is sv soft thas it can be worn next
the most sensitive skin without cawsing irritation, Some
new silk underskirts that I saw elsewhere were lined with
flannel. A very pretty one of shot pink and grey silk for
evening wear was wadded aod quilted inside.
warmer 8nd lighter thaa two ordinary petticoata.

1 snppose you bave had imll reports of the great Pearl
Mystery ! No one feels any sympathy for the woman who
could act 50 base a part towards her friend. Had not proois
of Mre Qeborne’s gnilt been forthecoming, the Hargreaves
might have long rested under the imputation of having, for
their own ends, slandered an innocent woman,

On Christmey Eve I was at Loughborough, where the
thermometer registered 17° The highest inland tempera.
ture was 35° with the exception of one place, Cambridge,
where it rose to 38°. DBut oh, Bee, Aow we dil en-
joy the skating? It proved to us that the founda-
tionless skirts are a boon and & blessing to women,
because they bang cloeely and compactly, and, being made
with an extra width round the hem shey allow greater
freedom to the feet. But woe to that woman who thinks
she can manage in her ordinary walking-dress, and so
appears on the ice with a demitrain! Upne or two
women were foolish enocugh to make the atiempt, and
the result, of course, was disaster. It is essy enongh
to take hold of one's ‘iail’ when walking, bat
on skates it is a totally dilferent thing. The mere
stooping sideways to catch hold of the superfluous portion
of the skirt is encugh o upset the equilibriam of the un-
acoustomed performer ; apd, even if that feat is safely nc-
complished, it is impossible to take long and elegant sweeps
when the skirt is dragged back, as it naturally must be
when held up. Also, bovh hands are wanted by most people
to restore the balance, if it is at any time threatened to be
loet.

A Crty MoUsE.

THE NEW WATERBURYS.

——

A WONDERFUL RECORD.

THE average newspaper reader who has noticed our adver-
tiseinents from Gime to time often remarks, * What a pile
of mouney those Waterbury follows waste in advertising,,
and pe doubt this is the view held by ninety-nine people
out of every hundred. The initiated, however, know what
a wonderful result these advertisements have brought about.
When the writer came t0 New Zealand with the Waterbury
Watch in 1887, and made the usual trade calls, the whole-
sale dealers would have none of them; one Dunedin firm
baving about & hundred stowed away in a Dowling-street
cellar, quite, as they stated, unsaleable, because every one
coneideted it infra dig. to carry a nickel watch. Hetail
jewellers were appealed to, but with ne better result. The
public will never take to s pickel watch eaid they, and if
they did we could not sell them without lowering the statng
of vur craft. This pesiticn was illegical. They handled
pitkel clucks, but could nut be persnaded to handle nickel
watches, This resuly was general in New Zealand, and not
until the advertisements began %o appear, and the publie
started their eagerness to obtain these watchees, could
any dealer be induced to purchase them. When a
show was made the saule grew by leaps and bounda.
Thousanda were sold in each city in the colony, and
the country, stimulated by the *©weeklies,’ began to
pour in their orders. Bhipment after shipment arrived,
and were at once absibed, orders originally modest
were doubled and trebled Ly cable, and yet for more
than half the year we were without stock. Uradually our
circle of distribntors extended, and many tirme finding that
& regnlar 'npickel age,’ Liad set in, hunted the market of
Eurvpe and America for subetitutes. Kach mail brought
smnall parcels of metal equally b in appear-
wnce, which were oltered to the trade as fully equal to the
Whatetbury, and on which double the profit could be made.
They equalled the Waterbury in outwendl linish valy, oot as
timekeepern ; thay, like the man who fell out of che bal-

It wounld be

o L b -3
tated, and Conbine’nul watchen were cased, ao that the ont-
ward resemblance waa great. Many pm:ehnern were so de-
ceived, and have urged ne several times to take pro-
ceedings against the parties to the frand. Sufficient
legal evidence of sale and identity has never been
forthcomiog, and all we cowld do was to wateh our
'suspects,’ and wait our opportnnity. We place oor
monogram W.W.C. on the face of every wateh, and buyers
should see that itis there, otherwise they are being * rooked.”
Uradoally the public became more wide swake. Our ad-
vertisemente were too iar-reaching, and baving initially
created the demand, we were also able to minimize the
chance of decaption. Store-keepera in the first place pot in
the trade, granually began to cousider the Waberbury a first
staple. Jewellars saw that their original idea of the views
of the pnblic had been refuted by results, and the lJarger
and more respectable whe were most in tonch with the
ple ov that early prejudice and resolved t;osn%ply
what their ecustomers required. Judges, Bankere, Mer-
chants, Clergy, and the other comp s of onr p
called for the Waterbury with no wacertain sonnd. Histoey
rapeats itseli. In Americs, where the Waterbury sales
were originally coafined to Clothiers and Booksellers, nearly
40,000 Jewaellers are now purchasing direct from tha Com-
any, and are selling no other *cheap watches.'! Their
jwiss and Home counkerfeits have been sent to Coventry.
Thia is the Waterbury age,
In Great Britain the lepitimate trade was equally
apathetic, and not until elose on

ONE MILLION WATERBURYS

had been sold by the great vailway booksellers, W. H. Smith.
and Sons, and others, did they chip in.

However, to return to New Zealand, the reaction in favour
of the Waterburys was as decided as its former opposition
was spirited and determined. We have sold during the last
eight months of the cerrent year more Waterburys than in
w0y Erevious yearoi cur trade. Orders flowed ja by tele
graph and telephone, by mail and by meseenger, and wany
of the public who have been waiting monthe for their watches
as well as the trade are in a position to verify this atate-
ment. So far as actual figures go, the total sales to date

are
84,790 WATCHES,

and the population of the colony at the last eensus was
626,359, his gives more than one Waterbury to every
eight natives and settlers, yonng and old, males and females,
in the colony, and is & result totally nnprecedented. *Ab,
but how do we know it is true ?* says a reader, and for por-
poses of corroboration we annex testimonials from four only
of the thirty-two firma who are at present acting as our dis-
tributing agents, who certify persvnally to the sale of over

348,500 watehes.
11,952 WATCHES.
WELLINGTON, 21th October, 1801,

I have examined the books, and find that EIGHTY-
THREE GROSS (equal to 11,952) Waterbury Watches
have been sent out of Mesars Kempthorne, Prosser and Co.’s
Wellington warelhouse,

There have been very few complaints, and every satisfac-
tion is expressed that such reliable timekeepers can be pro-
cured at eo small 8, cost,

All the last parcel of Gold Watches bave been sold, and
there is quite & number of orders on hand for them in the
next shipment to arrive,

(Signed) OrRLANDO KEMPTHORNE,

Manager.

p .

9,360 WATCHES.
AUCKLAND, 25th September, 1851.
‘We have examined cur books and find that we have sold
SIXTY-FLYE GROSS (or 9,300} Waterbury Watchea. We
have had no complaint of any importance, and onr customers
geuerally have expressed themselves in terms of unqualified
approval.—Yours faithfully,
E. PoRrTER & Co.
4,320 WATCHES.
CHRISTCHURCH, 26th September, 1891.

We have much pleasnre in etating thav our experience
with the Waterbury Watch bas ceen most satisfactory.
We anticipated all sorts of trouble from purchasers treating
& watch as an ordinary aviicle of trade, but our fears proved
groundless. Out of 360 DOLEN (or 4,320) sold by us, very
trifling complaint has been received. The almost unam-
mous upinion is, thet for strengih and correct timekeeping
the Waterbury is unsurpassed.— Yours faithfully,

EpwARD REECE & SONs.
9,000 WATCHES.
DUNEDIN, 10th November, 1891.

We bave examined ocur books, and find we have sold
close on 9,000 Warerburys, and the demand for them still
keepe up.

We have much pleasure in testifyiog to the excellent
character which these watehes have earned for themselves
a8 timekeepers, and considering the large nambers sold we
have remarkably few brought 1o for repairs.—Yonrs truly,

NEw ZEALAND HARDWARE Co., LTD.
(Per T, Black, Maoager.)

The remaining twenty-eifht firms make up the balance of
sales. We attribute this large summover to the undeniable
excellency of the Waterbury as g vimekeeper, and ite intel-
ligent appreciation by the public, who would never have
knowo of its existence but for the value of the press aa an
advertisiby medinm.

The new short-wind, solid silver, and gold-Glled Water-
burys have arrived, and auy person requiring the correct
time in an intrinsic setting can obtain the keyless Water-
bury, jewelled movenents in sither ladies’ or gentlemen's
wize, for from 221 6d to 63s. The nickel favonrites, with im-
proved movenients, 1emain at 22» 6d and 30s, and the long-
wind pivneer series is unaltered at 13s &d. Uall and see the
new watches before purchasing other Christmas and New
Years presents.



