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A MALE YIEW OF MARRIACE.
—_—

N a fortible articls oa the difficulty ex-
3 i women in

father of hex children, she woald have attaiced is all the
same under Paganiam, prosesds thus :—
«While the men have besa cccupied with their politics,

sciencss, the women bhave beea slgwly improviog
did 4 ison inch hyd&eh. “?:ub.re
i ]

intersata of the weaker party to the contraet. .

+ Well, baving got matrimony into ite preseat eomhum!.
how do the women work it? Bg stroog, are they merei-
ful* I think married men will agree that the tendency ia
0 work the sysiem with eonsiderable rigour. There mast
be o late nights mt the clab, no unusaal expenditare of
moper that is not accounted for, ne polite atentions 1o a
strange lady. [ bave even beard of au sgilation agaumsc
Iatehkess, tobacco in the drawing-room, lazing on Sunday

and other entirely innoeent forms of mmasenline
indalgence. The modern theory of marriage, of course, ia
that the wife, baving drawn & hosband our of the lottery,
stands watch and ward over him =0 a5 to keep at & distanas
all possible rivals. This position men have tacicly sceepted,
and -if matrinrony meant this, and only this, there wounld
not perhaps be =0 mach faolt to find with it Ras the
woman, as we bave neen, is inclined to push her advantage
to the verge of tyrancy. To resamn to the eommercial
raetapbor, she seta & very hiph priee npon masriage indeed.
For the belplems man who betomes involved in is it is
oo often & state of e¢ontinned self-denial, verging apon
privation. I do nos mean in the money sense exciasively,
thoogh that al=o has t0 be_considered, bot as regania ibe
neral arenicies of Life, Now, eommercially, you cannos
lg:gi:imuelj run ap the price of an article without giving
valge for it 1€ you do pot pive value for it you mnsi sake
the rick of the article remaining oo your hanis, and this
is Jusk the point, it seems to me, at which we bave arrired
in shia marriage question. The averaga yuong man who

44 his bead in the matrimonial noote renounces (1) the emu-
pioyment of & econaiderable perdon _ni & alender irenme, (2)
& good many of his coamary evening pastimies, {3} she de-
lizhes of indiseriminate lasiding with the yonag persons of
his acquaintance. And, in retnrn for this what does he ob-
tain? (1) A home which is not mne_h berter, nlt!mngh_ con-
siderably demrer, than the one previonsly faruished him by
his landlady ; (2) the tom onakip a wife whao, with
her newly-acquired airs of anthority, has ed to be as
nice as the nnastached yoong ladies of his seqnaintance, ail
i whom were wons to burz aroond him like a 8y in & jam
tars ; and (3) the paternity of children, a boon which many
anthorities in these Malthnsian times are inclined to view
asikanee  Is the bargain an altogether desirable one for the
average young man?! Toe women may ahont * Yew,' in
chorus ontil they are black in the face, bat, meanwhile, the
average young man, who is the other party to the bargain,
shakes hrs head and walks away. In commercial language,
be ia not waking iton-

‘11 is = matter of ecommon observation that if do
wot iall into matrimoony in the eallow period of the emily
twentiea they take a run of bachelorbood iill they are forty
or more, and in & good many cases never marry as all,
Thepe must be someching wrong with a system which,
while it entraps unwary youths, tenda to repet the man who
is fally arrived at years of direretion. No amcuant of theori-
sing abont the blesmedness of the married state will doaway
with this signifizant fact, thas an:ong men, sfter two or
three.and twency, the marriage enrve declines, not to rise
again unti they are getring into the sere and yeliow. The
eonelosion clearly to be drawn ia, thas for men with all
their wits about them, and in the prime of life, marmriage,
as at present o i is not usually thoughs to be good
[ They it rather & one-sided bargain, and chey
will have nooe of it until they begin to want gruel o” nights,
when the wife eomes in handy as a sort of eonfidential
ourse. The ery ia not that women want to more
than they used to dn, bus that men want to marry less,
Esery woman still wants & hasband, buz every man does
oot nowsdays want & wife. Commercially speaking, wives
a-k too much for themselves, and the mariace market in
consequence in dull. For it doea not marter whecher yoa
pay for an article in hard cash or in self denial, you pay for

it ail the same.
* Matchmaking is no longer a question of bringmg twa
genial souls togetk It in al aynonymous with
Sritkery, and the resacn is that is is hardly conducted apon
fair principles, the yoang man being often lured into an al-
Hanee from which his better judgment, if left to itself,
would probmbly recoil. 1 was discowing this question the
o-her day with a marriageable young man of aboat thirty—
rich, cultored, and idle, and living in a isshionable flar in
the West-end, where he is waited upon hand and foot by
servants. Many have been the attempts wade to captore
this dexirable boaband in poeee. To me be talked of them
with undisgnised amusement.  * I was pearly caught once,”
he said, * bos that waas some Years ago. | was sctually en-
ged for about & week. At the eod of that time, t k
caven, we had our first quarrel, oy Duleines and I, and I
took devilish eare that it should be the last.  All the
time I was ¢vuguged I felt I bad been les into doing & foolish
thing.” * And now ™ [ suquired. * Ah, now,” be replied,
“lema bis wiser. You won's eatch me st thas sors of
thing in & basrry. In vain is the ned spread in the sight of
the bird 1;?2.. we,” he added, ** why showld | marry?
1 bave everythiog I waot.” This is not an exceptiooal
chre, sod the more's the pity. London is foll of such young
Duép, wre Dot all rich or idle, bot they are all prenty
ninch of the same way of thinking. They Lave practically
everything that they deem it worth while to live for,
When they come o be fity, perhaps some of them will re-
ennsider lzeu- ition ; but, mesowhile, the women they
aaght 40 hare married will hare been stranded in old- maiden-

‘The oaly remedy for this state of things i to
marrisge — in other wards 9 make it more attracuve
‘Womea have screwed mp the bond o tight shat it is in
many casen irksome to bear, This bond mnst somehow be
Joosened so as 0 allow & bealthy ancant of play for mas-
culine idi H Jam nos 0 ey exactly how
Abe thing is to be done, or what s bowt way of doing it ;
bnt,inag:uﬂny.ilmyhonidthuibumminnd
marrisge bave bean posbed & litils too far in certain diree-
ﬁnn-,;lndt.hnths 'onlm;:nisd the bond are precisely
the well- ing peopls who ars agitating in obvicos de-
ﬁmudm rn:z‘phhrlhnhern:]gﬂm' ion of the
e marrying came ol onr duy. - Vo, i preciecty

oar day. Now, it is
those classss that the i Ly .

Smongys 4 of marniage are
:laln[fals W!c;ro" men and women kmow litde of the
eadly strugg eeping np Appoaraboes, hnd, mmong
them, the wile is, in mmgmm,mhelpmmdhu hos-

band which in the apper clamses she w often fails to be
TUndoubeedly the nataral inclinarion of i
together, and if any considerable number of eligible women
remais unpaired the reason most be scoght in the artificial
cunditions of marriage a la mode. [ artach little import-
ance to the natural inequality of the numiers of men and
women respectively. Lo is the fack po doudt that the con-
sumption of male life is greater than cthat of female, and al-
though the wales are in & majority when born, as hicy
years of sge they are in a slighs misority. Abous the
marrying are, or what ongnt to be snch, hawever, the sexes
are tolerably equal, and U every Jack paired off with Jill
the residue of single women world not be worth agitating
about.

¢ Un the part of men there i probably as little real re-
pngnmeetommi.nﬁnu there is on the part of Charchmen
to the burying of Dissenters. 1t in nos the ends bat the
means that is objected to. I ean imagine s yo man who
hearr of the hardships of niee young women in failing to find
bushanda, and in being deni?d the joyn of muemiry-;l can
imagina thia young man, [ say, repndiating warmiy and
rery sineerely the alleged disim[‘innn&u of bia ¢lass to make
the pretiy dears happy, and exclaiming, ** Not marry them !
Why, [ shoaldns nund m ing & dosen, if they will ooty
ey the word.™ 1t is invariably the cane thas when a law i
made too stringent for the oroinary necessities of homan
nature it defeata its own purposes ; it either falls into abey.
snce or human natore dammed up in one channel overtlows
inyo another. The extremely eomyliu:ed provisions of the
French law of marriage are probably responsible for the ex-
eessive number of irregnisr unions in France, and the indnl-
gence with which they are regarded—a point I commend to
the attention of the morality-mongers in oor midst. That
polygamy is the true remedy for the existing state of things,
as some bold apirits have soggested, I doubt; for in the
conntriea where it prevails it ia defeazed partly by the
nacoral inatinctz of mankind, and partly by the fact thac
there are not women to do nuneh more than go
round. Poseibly increased facilisies for divorte would have
the effecy of robbing mamisge of some of ita verrors I
make this seggestion with diffidence, and only becanse
the case seems almost & d one.  Buot, after all, is
is ® terribly serious baosiness puotting yoor hand into the
bag and drawisg out = partner with whom yon are eompelled
to pass the remainder of your life whether yon prove to be
congenialiy maled or otherwise, There 18 & very wise
italian sayingz to the effece that sl the brains are not in one
bhead. It applies to nations no less than to individoals
Now, over a very wide spreteh of human history, and even
among civilisations that have been little, if as all, inferior
W our own, a comparatively alighs nratrimonial bond bas
veen deemed suflicient to safegnand the interesta of the oom-
marnity. The tie of the ehiidran mighs be trnsted more
than 1t is to bhold couples together. At the amme time
divoree being rendered possibie, say, by muotual consent,
men woold probably hesitate less than they now do to incnr
the ibilities of marrage.

*1 fear there is nothing for it but to apply to the matri-
monial market the same inexorable kaws that regulate other
markets.  The ible purchaser eansot be forced —he
mast be ind to buy, and the moat obvicus means to
this end is that women shonld abate some of those prsten-
sions of theirs which are the bane of middle sod upper clase
life. Their faalt, like shas ol the Dinich in commeree, is
giving too little and asking ton mach.’

TO MAMIE

BY MES ALEX. M'VEIGH NMILLKER

‘WHEN the violets are blooming
As they bloomed & year ago,
You will wander in the gloaming
Jrown the path we nsed 50 go.

hei Bisti i

Close beaide the crystal river
You will call them as you pam.

Ab, T wonder, little Mamie,
1f your pleasant thoughte will stray ;
1f in fancy you will oame ma
In my bome so far awny.
As you roam amoog the dowsrs
In the vunset's golden glow,
Will you wish 1 shared thoee hours
As I did one your ago?

When the viclets are bloowing—
Little lowers we loved o well,
When we wandered in the glosming
Ere sbe deeper ahadows fell —
Wil shink thas | am lonely
As | wander far from thes,
In tbat boar—that swees hour only—
Mamia, will yon think of me?

Heaven blem you, little Mamie,
Little tender-bearted maid !

May your life be pure and lovely
As a violet’s in the shade.

May the Sariour's blest protection
Gusrd you ever as you siray.

And the Bowers of swees affection
Bloom alobg your sanny way.

WAIFS AND STRAYS.

. —m————

TaR bone of sontention is the jawbme.

Praisw a man twice for something be did aok do and he
will be coavinced that be did is.

With some peopls it is rot their own troubles so much s
the happiness of their neighboars thay discurbe them,
Thers is pothing more diffienlt than to make a friend of &
foe ; nothing more easy than to make a foe of a friend.

‘ Take sway woman' asks & writer, ‘and whas would
follow,! We would. Give ns something hard pext time.

‘Let oa remove temptation from the path of youth,” as
the hﬁﬂid ‘when he plocged 19t0 the waier, npon seeing »
boy pick np & stone

I yoo don’t believe in the strength of inseet life, watch
the velvery little bumble bee, with the tropical polonaise,
and wee him Jifi & 200lb. pienie mnontoitgegn-.

_ Liox v, Ticer—It is ularly aufpuod tbat the lion
is the most cocrageons and powerful of the carnivors, or at
least of the felidae; bot on ihe few recorded occasions of &
batile royal between the lion and the Bengal viger the lion
has cone o1 second beat. Une sueh combat occnrred recently
at the Caleatia Zoo between an African lioness and a tigrese.
They were exbibited in adjoining compartments of the same
eage, and the door having been carelesly opened between
tbe two compartments the tigress rnshed in and disposed of
her rival iu a fight which lasted abon: ten minntea,

A DREADFTUL GNTH,
They stood npon the monntain high,
And she anid, *See the riew !’
To which the youth then made reply,
*I'd rather 160k at fou "
Ard, oh dear, how she snubbed thal mant

Right 800 iy said
*You've got 10 climb mach higher than

You are to look 4t me!

LovE AND THE UNDERSTANDING,—Some one, speaking
of a beantifol girl with enthysisem, said be was almoet in
love with her, thoogh her npderstanding was h;' nO meAns
brilliant. * Poob !" said Goethe, laugbing, ‘ns if Jove had
anything o do with wpderstanding, e love » girl for
diiferent things than understanding. We love her for ber
beanty, heryouth, her mirth, her confidingnesa, her charseter,
with 1ts faalts, caprices, and Heaven knows what other in-
expressible charms ; but we do not love her understanding.
Her mind we esteem (if it ia brilliant), and it may greatly
elevate her in onr opinion ; pay, more, it way enchain us
when we already love. Bat ber understanding is not that
which awakens and inflanies oor passions.*

A Goon GirL—A girl of eighteen yeam, the daughter of
a sea captain, recently navigated her father's ship when be
and sll the erew were down with the yellow fever. The
bargue, a coasling vessel, bound from South America to
Savanpah, was last s];okau at sea off Navaszsa, whea all
bands were reported ill with yellow fever, and no attempt
was made by the vessel which repurted her 1o give any masist-
ance.  The master of the barque had with him on board his
only danghter, who appears to have been the Jast to eatch
the fever, With the aid of one or twosailors, who managed
to erawi to the deck, she narigated the wessel for several
buandreds of miles, and smcteeded in reaching port with a
erew dead and dying and the capwain in & entical condi-
Hon

MaTERYAL ISSTINCT. —A short time ago & fire oceurred,
a mije and a-half frow Seouthampion, and borned aboat ten
roda of farpe, There was no wind at the time. When the
fire was extinguished some labouricg men neticed that s
Little plot of heath in the centre of where the fire bad been
was pot burned, sod that the fire bad baormed everything
ronnd the beath, and had approsched close to it.  In look-
ing about the men discovered s phearant’s neat con-
taining six egys among the heath., A few honrs
afterward the pheasant was seen sitting on the eggs
Scme time after the nest was visited, and ths nt
bird was abeept, bat the eggs were pearly batched.  When
the nest was agnin viai the pheasant had hatched the
egge, and casried off the yoang birda, It is remarkable
that the heath was not barned, as it was perfectly dry, and
it is believed that the phessant had, by flapping ber wings,
kept the fire off,

THE PInELITY 0F WOoMAN.—A young man who has
recently related in & Bristol rd)er his experiences of & wrip
%0 Anstralis says :—* | met a feklow-passenger at Melbonrme
who bad sens home for his intended wife ; be bud jost been
dowp to the boat wich the certificate t0 meet her, and waa
ready to maryy her, bot Jo! and behold, she would have
nothing forther wo do with him, and went round to Sydoey.
She fallen in with another man on the voyage whom ahe
thonght she wounld like berter, bot which I very much doubt,
A woman on o4r ship was the pioneer in ancther case.  She,
too, had falien in with a fellow, and had writéen bome 10
ber hasband telling bim pot to follow. In mnother case on
our ship & young married woman was going oot $o her bas.
band. Sbe openly averred that if " so-and so ™ {mentioniog
the name) asked her to elope with hio she wonld readily do
#0 ; but as be dido't she pruceeded to ber deatination, giving
some particulars of & short stay at Colombo.”

OLp Mzworizs. —It was nnpo;mlnr econcert.  The band
was playing * Remini of Meodelsscho,' and & shou-
sand heads were wagging an mocompsmiment.  Saddenly
by way of finale, the * Wedding March' struck up. The
eifecy was eiectrical.  All over the andience the wedded

pairs Jooked at each other and amiled tenderly. It was s
reminiscence. What bappy virions itcalled upt Here was
& conple, homely, mw, from the eonnl.rg evidently, who
bad jort atarted out toFuide the ploogh together, The
march bad been played for them in the Little vill church
not long ago, but now they heard it played ind They

leaned alittie closer © 1ber, and her big haod, fixed ont to
kill in cotton mits which showed the wedding ring, sought his
and held it.  Abd all through the audience | maw sigus of the
pictures called op by that fragrant and alluriog wosic.  Old
couples sod young, rich aod , thowe who live like cate
apd dogs wngether, and those who bave learned the plensunt
alehemny of (orbearance in wedded life, all were for the
moment bewitchad.  Ta, ta, tara, rara, tum tiddlie de don:
dido. It fairly makes me reminiscent myself, thongh they
played Wagoer sz my blessed wedding.



