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what was the stern becomes the bow, both ends of the cance
being alike. A very fine double canoe was presented to
Lady Gondon by & big chief.

We hiad pleoty of gaiety while with Mrs Chalmera,and went
to some very dances. Everyone walked as a matter
of conrss {00 one having earriages), preceded hy a native
boy ing & lantern, mo that the approach to s house
giving & ball seamed to be all slive with glow-worma. Ope
needed no wraps ; indeed, genarally one saw the men walk-
ing with their coats off, and they only put them on when

hing their d The only person 1 ever saw
riding at Levika was a barber, a West Indian, who used
to gallop about on & very bony old horse. M. and I decided
upon letting H. and the schooner return to Auckland with-
out us, we Wwere enjoying our visit so much. _Aftar a fort-
night at Waitovo we went to stay with the Des Voeux at
Government House .

Mr Dea Voonx (now Sir William} was Acting Governor
during Sir Arthuor Gordon's absence in England. (rovern-
ment House, or Nasova, was a very pretty place, sur-
roundad by gardens and tennis grounds. It consisted of two
buildings, one Fijian, the other European, and joined by a
covered way. Both had deep verandahs all round, on which
the numercus French windows of the rooms opened. In all
the buildings, the church as well aa the private houses, the
outer walls do not quite reach up te the roof. which projects
over them, so that the ventilation is splendid. and the air
circulates throngh them thoroughly. Nasova lies a mile on
the opposite side of Levuka from Waitoon, and we went by
boat, the nsual mode of wnve!auce. The Governor sent his
wig for ns, rowed by membersof thenativearmed constabulary.
They looked very picturesque in salus, and loose jumpers of
white bound with crimson. The boat could pot quite come
ta the shore, sa we were catried to it, eedan-chair fashion,
with an arm placed affectionately ronnd each brown neck.
Mr Le Hunte, one of Sir A. Gordon’s ataff, who was acting
aide de-camp, met. us and introduced us to His Excellency.
Natu Lala, a Fijian chief, who had been educated in
Sydney, dined with ws the first evening. He played
tennis, and. wore Enropean clothes. The dining - room
waa the old Parliament House, and was a fine large
hall bung with tappa cloth, and oroamented wigh
nomerous spears, clubs, paddles, kava bowls, ete., ete..
while on the floor were specimens of Fiji pottery and models
of heathen temples or devil-inbures done in sianet plaited
with cocoanat fibre. These are old temples of worship. now
obsolete, as all are Christians, thanke to the efforta of the
Roman Catholics and Wesleyans. These two denomiva-
tions have done all the missionary work in Samoa and Fiji.

TFhe butler at Nasova was a Fijian, Soani by name. Sir
Arthor brought him to New Zealand afterwards when he
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came here ps Governor, Sanani's bair was splesdid, formn,

an auresle round hix head. He and his myrmidons (al
Fijian) wore the Nasova livery, erimson salus, white jum-
pera boood with crimson, and much fine white tappa bound
round their waists. They make capital waiters, moving
nomelgssly on their bare feet, and never clattering plates
and dishes, and being observant, they are very nquicic in di-
vining one’s requirements,

Our bedroom was like a charch in iss loftiness, the o
bong with tapu, and the walls decorated with reeds placeg

cloas together, and making a sinooth, even snrface, such ns
one ases in & Maori whare sometimen.

The Governor was vory kind in having wative chiefa to
Inncheod or dinher for our entertainment. It wea funny to
seo them with their bare feet and legs appearing from under

While at Nasova we went to & pative service in the Fijian
eharsh. We all 841 ob mats, the wen erom.legged, the
women sideways, tor it wonld never do for us to ape the
nobler sex. Ins of kneeling the people had a way of
prostrating themselves, which looked oriental and reverent,
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their ealus,. They always wore & white shirt in deference
t0 our feolish Earopeau prejudices, which wonld have been
startled by the malu being the only garment. They were
never asked to take one of ns into diooer. That would

have been too degrading, seelng g woman and a pig are
considered of at -ut equal valne.
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AT OLD PARLIAMENT HOUSE.

bLut to us would bave been productive of apoplexy. The
children were as devout in their attivndes as their parents.
We always managed to go to Mr Floyd's church at least
once on Sunday, though it was a wile or two off, and meant
a very hot walk. The chnreh iwself was beautifully airy
and cool, and the service well conducted, There was a
surpliced choir of men and boys.

Every one gets np early in
these hot eountries, and we
were penerally astir  aboot
six o'clock, when our cup of tea
was brooght uz, and we woulid
go riding  or boating  with
Mr le Hunte, often beiore
Ureskfast proper, which was
somewhere about ten or eleven
a'clock. In these rides we
raw in large mud Hiats myriads
of extraordinary little crabs
—tiny little fellows with one
huge claw, a vivid searlet in
some, bright yellow in others
This ¢law is so biy that when
moving they have to carry them
on their hackzs. They are very
rapid in their movements, and
when startled divperse and dis-

appear into their holes with
amazing celerity. They are
called noldier crabs. We met

nunmbers of white people during
our stay, borh At Waitoou
Nasova, planters from
islands,  their wives aml
danghters, ete., but I don'u
think an account of dances,
dinners, tennis parties, etc,,
would be epecially interesting,
and certainly not zo novel to the
wenersl publicas the life amongsr
the natives, to which I hope soon
o intreduce my readers,
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WAR ON AN UNFARALLELED

SUALE.

An iotetligens study of the
military situation in Fraoce apd
{iermnany shows a state of mili-
tary preparation which is with-
vut precedent in history.

Since that fatal day when the
Kiog of P'rnssia was crowned
Fanperor of Giermany, Gaol and
Teuton have been preparing for
a conflick that will make the
world aghast whean it starts,

Do the day that war i de-
clared, there will be an ipetant
mohilization of Lhe troops of the
two pativne.  (in the German
side, In lesn than a week, alittle
over one million four hundred
thousnnd men will be concen-
trated on the frontier at the
puints fixed by the general statf,

Ihe cara are ready, and the
coal for the railromd war laid
in long ago. Five dayaafter the
firat advance, eight handred
thousand men will foin: the
wecond line.  Finally, there will
be the fLawedsturm, with about
one millin one huodred thon-
«and o the first call,  Allthese
troaps mre thoroughly drilled
and armned with the repeating
rille. The Franco-1'russinn war
«f 1870 will be & skirmish com-
pared with the coming stririle.



