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it When they landed he and bis staff went to s large
empty house, in which the women of the village had strawn
plenty of mats un eeeing them approach. These mats
are plaited of strips prepared from = lbn:lga Hax-like
plant, and do dnty for tables, chairs, sofas, u, ate —in-
-deed, mre mlmioat the only furniture of & Nsmoan home,
The sdges have bright eolouared worsteds worked inta them,
forming gaudy fringes. These new-comers were all in full
dress, that is, abundantly anointed with eocoanat-oil,
They mix it with some sweet-scented preparstion from a
berb or berry, and with their elaborate coiffenur have appar-
ently some of the same ideas s we for appenaring cn grande
-tenue, lInstead of the orlinary lava-lava they had very
picturesque ones made of grasses and the Lrilliant-hoed
croton lesves, and wore necklaces of bright berries and
leaves, The remainder of the men, also in thia

la coatume, earried a quantity of gifts to Seonanu'a
f\‘onne. They went in single tile, and Jooked quite
imposing, though the poetry of the thing was rather
spoilt by most of the presenta being pigs eooked whole.
There mnst hiave been about twenty besides other things
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wrapped in leaves. They deposited all in silence, and then
joined their chief at the guest house.

Another day we saw a Second curious ceremony. All
these new-coniers sat round on the grass drinking kava—a
drink made from the kava root. It ia firat chewed (!) by
the young and pretty girls, then & man mixes it in water
with great ceremoay, and strains it with hibiscus fibre.
There i3 ceremony alzo in the drinking of it. When itis
ready a solemn clappiag of hands annouaces the fact, and a
young maun, acting as Ganymede, takes the cup to each in
tarm, beginoing with the man of highest rank. The cup is
a cocoanut shell, which is dark and polished outside,
and is covered with & delicate purpie epamel on
the inside from the action of the kava upor it. Uany-
mede called out the namme of each person before present-
ing him with the cup, snd there was some speechifying.
After thia kava-drinkinﬁ Mee came up, dressed with a long
traic of tappa cloth, and with two arttendanta. She sat on
a mat spread for her, and then & Erocaaion of girls came
up, each bringing m kit of food, which they laid npon the
grass, They looked very picturesque with tleir bright
lava-lavas and tiputas of many colours, hen they had
gone, Moe got up, threw off her train, and departed teco.
She came up to us aod said *Oma’ (that’s done), bot we
could not find out any meaning in the ceremony. These
islanders bave such elaborate lawe of etiguette that it is
most ditiicult for & white person to naderstand them,

3oth Germian and American interests had strong guar-
dians, for the T. 8, Lackawanna, and the German Bismarck
and Albatross were in harbour. We were a good deal on
boardl these men-of-war, for luocheous, dinuoers, ete., and
the captains wera very kind in giving us the use of their
boats.  'We had a epleadid sail abont the reefs one day
with Captaio Mensing, of the Albatross, and saw the
lovely coral with perfect distinctness through the clear
water. Fish of the most brilliant bues darted about
amoagst it, some variegated, some striped. Those I re-
metmber best were of the colour of washing blue, and only
two or three inches long.  VWhen some of the sailors fished
up bits of coral for us it was & case of disenchantuuent, for
its beanty left it when drawn from its natnral glement, and
it was disccloured-looking and slimy. That one sees of &
spowy whiteness is made so by beinfg bleached on the rocks
for some time after it is taken out of the sea.

InSamoa they keep the same days as we do io Auckland,
in epite of one’s having crossed the 180° paralle]l between
the two_places, so ma the Americane kept to their days of
the week and month there was some confneion in dates, and
we never were quite sure whether it was to-day or to.mor-
row.

The harbour was quite lively with men-of war and their
boats going to aad fro betwsen tHemn and the shore, trading
schooner, and canoes of all sizes, from the "sulky ' for ome
padldler to tha larger ones for & dozen or saore.  We were
not satisfied till we had tried them, so embarked in one with
Faatulia and Moe, whom we invited to bave tea with os on

- the schooner. We sat on deck aflerwards playing euchre
with them, in which game they showed themselves pro-
ficiente,

The officers of the Lackawanna had a small weather- board
honee in & banana grove, in which they mot up & native
eptertainment for our amusewent. First a number of men
elaborately dressed in eocoaout oil, grasses, berriea and
Howers, aat in & yow, singiog, clappiog their hants, and
gesticulating, all in the moust accurate time. When their
part waa over their leader presented M. with s kind of
nporran of leaves he wore over hia grassy girdle, aod me
with his necklace, which we thought a very graceful act.
The berrien they weave into their garlandu have a delicious
Aromatic scent. after they left seven girls, headed Ly Moe
snd Kaofi, camein. They were d. in the same fashion

in deep fringes of leaves wnd grasses in I‘Im of lave-lava,
sod a thick long necklace of berries and leaves instead of
the tiputa, with a plentiful anointing of scented cocoanut
oil, and wreaths of Howers on their head. They Lrst
periormed as the men bad done, the 'sive,’ or ss we
ealled it, “the sitting down danee,' then vne in which
they stood up, bot mever moved from one apor. In-
deed, the danes consisted of nothing but astamping,
clapping hands, and twisting round with varions gesticula-
vions. The precision and wnanimity of their movements
was sarprising. A good many other women sat round beat-
ing time on the Hoor and clapping their hands as an accom-
animent. The illominations were candles stack in enspty
tiles or tin candierticks, and a kernsene lamp or two, the
refreshments, drinking cocoanats. When all waa over Moa
pre-eoted M. and me wich;srr of her gay trappings to earry
away as & memento, and they scented our cabin when
Bamoa waa far astern of us.

There in & nmost perfect bathing-pool a little way from the
rettlenent which one approaches throngh anavenueof palms.
Faatalia and Moe went there with us svery morning to
teach us to swim. oe day when
bathing they washed our hair for
us in native fashion, that is, with
a particular kind of sonr orange
mashed up in & bowl. Goin
¥unday morning as usual to their
home on our way to the bathing-
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poul, they asked us to wait & bit while they had a *littie
pray,’ when Faatulia sang a sort of chaat, in which the
others joiced, and then said a long prayer. They are very
atrict about Sunday observance, and would not awim ar
dive that day; indeed, I don't think they quite approved of
going at all. We went with them to their own church
(Wesleyan).  All the congregation remained asjumatted
through the service, and sang in a very funny way, but
were most orderly and reverent. All are Christians belong-
iog either to the Roman Catholicor Wesleyan Denomiration.
There are no Church of England missionaries in this group.
The natives are very fond of going to church and of having
prayers. I remember Faatulia put on to go to church a
smart Enropean bat and a volnminous loose sort of gowe,
both hideously unbecoming to her, and one prelerred her
infinitely in her everyday garb of tiputa and lava-lava,

We dined with them one day by specinl invitation. The
tableclosh was of very line matting, and each ' plat’ was

wrapped up, cooked and served in & piece of banans leaf,
We had pork, tixh, tar, anl bananas (the lateer unripe were
boiled as & vegetabla), and cocoannts Lo drink. We of
courss ate with our Haogem, and when the meal was over
were broaght & bowl of water and a towel fur washing our
hands. The cooking of all these islandern is done in mueh
the same method me that used by the Maoris. A hole is duor
and lined with Iarge stones, in which & wood fire is lighted.
When it has burnt down leaving nothing Lut glowing
embers, these are nuickly raked out, sume water poured on
the hot stones raising a clond of steam, & layver of leaven
put in, then the fuood, more leaves, and finally & wound of
earth to keep all anug and warm.  The food is thus conked
alowlg and by steam. 1 have described the Maori method,
but the Samcan and Fijian are on the same principle.

VWe becanie quite fond of Faatulia and Moe, who were
really models of eourtesy and g breeding. ‘Fhey ap-
parently returned the compliment, for they tolil one of the

naval oflicers wlho nnderstands their lnngult: tr tell us
they * loved us very much, and would alwavs be glad to see
ns,

‘We roude into the interior one day to lunch with & My
and Mrs Brancker, who were most haspitalle, and wanted

us to go and stay with them, bat the near departure of ou’
schooner prevented this. I remember the lies being very
bad here, and we could hardly have esten our luncheon hail
we got had native boys waving large fanr to keep them off.
We rode through lovely wooded seenery and saw a great

number of plantations of sugar, cotton, and encoanaot.
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The Samosns make very fine miats, which are so pliant ns
to be nsed for lava-lavas, but only the people of rank wear
then..  Their tappa cloth is made from the bark of a small
trge (the paper mulberry), It is beaten out to quite & deli-
cate lace-like thinness if necessary. The heavier thick
kinds are coleured with dyes they make themselves, some
baving bold patterns stencilled oa them. Their plaited
fans are very graceful in shape. Within s year of our visit
to Samoa a friead of ours who was there meationed to
Faatulia that I was going te be married, so she sent me
one of these fans and a string of berries as a wedding present,
which pift I value highly, The benies are abont the size of
& haricot bean, and of & rich crimson. They grow on a
shrub. At the end of ten days we had our iast bathe with
our two friends, and sorrowfully said good-lye or * Kofa " anc
sailed for Fiji.
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