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pation, however, disclosed the fack that the revolver
belonging to Mr Olphert was miwing from its place
oa the shelf, where be bad last seen i before going vn duty
the previons night Hearched the room thoioughly, bat
eoul\g find no trace of the miasing revolver. Heanl his wile
moving abont the house, so went in and informed her as
Lrielly aa poesible of the facta that Mr Dixon had been found
dead, nhoi thragh the temple, thar murder was suspected,
and that Mr {iphert’s revolver had disappeared frum the
gun-room during the night. Informed her that mpon his
return in the early mornqu he bhad found the door open.
Questioned his wife as to whether ahe had heard footateps
near the back of the house during the night, and she replied
in the negative, but in anawer to forther gueationing, mach
to bis astonishment and dismay, his wife stated that white
sitting np with onr youngest child, who was ailing, she had
taken # lamp into the front room to get sometbizg which
she needed, when she distinetly heard a fooistep on the
gravel ontside, and mpon drawling aside the window blind
she saw, by the light of the full moon, the figure of a gentle-
man coming op the ganlen path leading o the front door of
the Lodge. Before she could reach the door, & voice which
ahe recognised as that of Mr Olphert, cailed out, ** In shat
yon, Fenton " His (witness') wife at once opened r.pe door,
and in reply to the gentleman's oestion informed him that
1 bad gone on night duty, and in all prebability would not
retnrn till five or six o'eleck. Mr Ulphert apologized
for distnrbing her, mentioning that as he waa pass-
ing the Lodge on his way home from the Grange he
had noticed the light in the room, and knowing that the
keeper (meaning witness) occssionally went on night-duty,
bad imagined that the light was carried Ly him, su thought
he would just tap at the window and inguire if hia (the
gentleman's) vevolver was ready, aud, in the event of the
weapon not being ready, he had intended aeking the keeper
to retain it till the end of the weelt, as he (Mr Ulphert) had
some legal business to transact ontside Finchley, and he
would be absent from home for some days. The gentleman
offered this expianation--so Mra Fenton thonghi—by way
of apology for his intrueion, and ahe (Mrs Fenton)} was
abonz to make some reply, when her sick child gave a ery
of pain, and begging Mr Ulphert to excose her, and requeat-
ing that he would atep into the kitchen for o few momentas,
Mrs Fenton ran tn atiend to her child. The gentleman,
probably thinking that he ruight be able to render some
service to the child, obeyed Mrs Featon's request, and
walked into the kitchen. hen his (witness') wife bad
sttended to the child's wants she returned to the kitchen
and found Mr Ulphert standing by the fireplace.  The fire-
place would be about three or four yards from the gon-room.
His wife was alsent from the kitchen only & few minutes.
Mr Qlphert could have gone inte the room and taken
possession of the weapon befors Mm Fenton retnrned, but
be must have done it very quickly, at least so he (witness)
gathered from his wife's statement. Mr Olphert’s manner did
mot appear confused when Mra Fenton retarned to the kitehen,
and shortly afterwards the gentleman said good-nighs,
after making & few kindly inquiries regarding the natore
of onr boy’s illness.  Witness' wife steod at the front door
for a moment or two after wishing the gentleman ** Good-
night,” aod saw bim go down the garden and tarn towards
the Lodge gates. I% wae bright moonlight at the time.
She heard the gates swing back, as if the gentleman bad
just passed through, and just at that moment the stable clock
struck two, As it Liniched striking wirness’ wile closed the
door, went into the house, aud shortly afterwards retired to
rest. Wkhen informed of 3r Dixon’s death and of the
wissing revolver, Mrs Fenton was considerably agitated.
She was in & delicate state of health at the tine, and has
since been cuotined to her bed, being, to sll appearance,
utterly prostrated. The medical gentleman who has visited
her states that she is suffering from a severe shock to the
nervous system, and is At present in & critical condition.
Her deposition has been taken. That is all I know of the
case,’ and s James Fenton lefc the witness box the friends
of the prisoner realized that the etory they had just heard
wonld, if not refuted, form a rather stroog link in the chain
ol cir ntial evid gainst him, and whilst they never
for one q ioned the ionocence of their friend,
epite of the fact that appearances were 50 much against
him, yet they knew that, to satisfy the demnnods of the
law, strong rebutting evidence or special pleading, or the
two combined, wonld be required to bring bim nascathed
through the ordeal.

The mext witness ealled for the prosecution was the
underkeeper, who was on doty with James Fentou on the
evening in question, but he simply corroborated the state-
ments wade by the previous witnesa

At this stage of the proceedioge a deposition sipned and
attested by Mary Fenton, wife of James Fenton, game-
keeper, was read by counsel, and afterwards haosded over
for the inapection of Judyge and jurymen, but the informa-
tion contained in the document threw oo fresh light on the
case.  Major Stuart and several other gentlemen were aleo
called, and these reluctantly give evidence as to the quarrel
in the ball-room between the prisoner and the late Mr
Dixon. 1t wae also elicited in cross-examination that the
pistel pruduced had been seeu in the possemsion of the
prisoner the day preceding the morder, there being a shoot-
ing pasty io the (];ru:ge grouads on that date, and Dr. Uak-
field having wagered thu prisoner that he (the doctor) woanld
hit & certain target at a distance of one hundred and swenty
yards, by the aid of his breechloader more times than would
the prisoner at half the distance with the revolver. The
target had been 8 small one and Mr Ulpbert bad managerd
to hit the mark live times, as against three for Doctor
Vaktield.  All the witnesses could not but sdmit that the
weapon used on that cccasion wan identical with the one
produced in Court.

Detective Flint, of Seotland Yard, was next placed in the
witness-box. He remembered the day following the
muarder. VWaa instructed by his ehief to proceed to Finchley
to investigate. De to visitioe the mpot where the
murder bad takeo place, Made a thorongh search, but
found no clue till be aod Sergeant Urey, of the local police
force, between them ‘dragged ' the lake mnear the npot,
when they succeeded jo bribging op & revolver containing
»ix chambers. ¢In examination be found that five of the
chambers were still loaded, while the rerusiniog barrel was
erupty. Had since ascertained thet the revolver was the
property of the prisoner at the bar. The lake in which the
weapon was found was only abont twenty yards dis.
tant  from tha aspot where the prisoner avd the
murdered mwan were discovered by the two ganie-
keepers.  The bullet extracted framn the temple of
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the murdered man was of tie same sire and make
as those found in the other five chambers ot the revolver.
A gold watch and ehain, rorie bank notes and looee chinoge,
st well as sundry other articles had beea fonnd un the body
of the vietim. ad croas queationed the two game-keepers
about their knnwledge of the murder, and their movements
since had Leen closely watched, but be wus satisties] they
knew oo wiore of the atfair than they had already made
known. Hud made an examination of the gun-room &t the
Lodge. There was nu indication of the lock haviog been
tamipered with. VWas of opinion that whoever entered the
room after the game-keeper's absence on the evening men-
tioned must have done so in the ordinary way. What he
meant by this waa, that either the keeper when leaviog the
room had owitted to aseertain that the door was secarely
fastened, or else that soine person or persons had entered by
means of a duplicate key. Whilet searching anongst sonme
bushea that grew alongiide the gun-reom he (the detective)
bad discovered a small” pocket-Look, which, npon examina-
tion was found to contain some memoranda of soms betting
There was no panw of anyihing else in the
book to indicate w0 whom it belonged. The writing in
the book bad been examined Ly experts, and had been
compared with that of a large namber of persons, bt
up to the present the writing had not been identified
a8 being that of any person known to the paolice,
and so far threw no fresh light on the cuse.  The
hook itself showed no signs of having been exposed for any
great length of time. Might have n dropped there by
the person who entered the pon.rovm on the morning of the
ninrder. Had compared the writing in the book with letters,
ete, of the priecner's. but counld trace no resemblance.
alsp found narks of footprints near the spot where be
picked wp the pocket book, and had measured the same and
compared them with boota belonpging to (rerald Ulphert and
the two keepers, but the marks did not correspond. From
information received he had learnedthat a manhadealled ata
public honsenear theentraneetothevillageof Feruham,abont
twelve miles from Finchley, at abont seven o'clock un the
wmorning of the murder, and had ordered a glm of brandy
and water, and had also pirchased some sandwiches, which
he pnt in his pocket when leaving the premises. Inter-
viewed landlady of said public house, but ber deseription of
the man was tou jmperfect to afferd any clne. She had
only noticed that he was, apparently a young man, and that
he looked as thnugh he had slept out that night, and that
he appeared to be in a somewhat excited frame of mind.
Had also ascertained that a strnn%er bad purchased a
through ticket to London at s small station a few iniles
forther on, and had left by the early train. Had not yet
been able to trace the whereabouts of this man. The
risoner had been *shadowed ’ since the date of the murder,
gut the police had not been able to prodoce any ad-
ditional evidence against him. The evidence forth-
coming was purely circnmatantial. The prisoner's move-
ments since the murder would not appear to have been
condusted with any ettempt at secrecy, but just re-
cently he had ascertained that he (the prisomer) was antici-
pating taking a passage to Australia, so after consulting his
chief the witness was instructed to take ont a warrans for
the arrest of Mr Gerald Olphert, chg.rging\ bins oo sms:
picion with the murder of Francis Dixon. When charged
with the crime prisoner at first appeared astonnded, aud then
became indignant. but oifered no resistance.

The learned counsel for the defence here intimated that
he shonld regnire to put a few questions to this witness ata
inter stage of the proceedings. ~Detective Flint vacated the
witness box, his place being taken by the old dame who
kept the public-house, called the * Fernham Arms’ 1In
answer to questions from counsefl she stated that her name
was Margaret Dynevor, that though her sight was not so
good as it used to be, she could still see very well, hut waa
a trifle hard of hearing. She would be seventy-eight mext
Michaelmiaa if she was spared. Had been landlady of the
‘Fernham Arms' ever since her husband was drowaed at
sea nearly thirty years ago. Hemembered the morniug of
the murder, also remembered that & man bad cailed at the
public-hoase in the early morning, and had asked for a
¥laes of brandy and water. Noticed that be seemed ve
much put out about something, and that his band shook
when he lifted the glass to his moath. Looked as if he
might Lave slept out all night, or beem drinking heavily
the night before. VWns certaia as to the date when the man
ealled, though could not swear as to the exact time in the
moroing. Was not particuiariy good at reruembering dates
uaunl].y, hut the marder bad fixed this particular date in
her mind. The man bad no beard so far as ebe conld re-
member, and appeared to be well dressed. Did not rewem-
ber te have eeen him before, Was oot certain she shonld
know him again.

The pext witoe=e called was she railwny porier at the
emall station of Wickenham, about three miles from Fern-
hem. He remembered the morning of the 25th, the date of
the murder. Was on the platforin at the Wickenhawm Rail-
way-station on the morning in question, Was gerting
some lugpape ready for the 7 a ra. expresa train, when he
was accosted by A gentleman, who inquired as 10 the time
the pext op train left. Informerd him that there was one
due in a few minutes, which would leave at 7 o'clock. It
then wanted sbout Bfteen minutes to seven by the railway
clock ; noticed that the man looked agitated, bur did nat
attach any importaoce to the fact. Did not think the
gentleman brd auy luggage with him. The express came
1o shortly afterwards, and he did not see the gentleman
sgain. Had not, to the beat of his knowledge, ever seen
the gentleman before. As nearly as he could remember the
:entleman was dressed in a dark tweed suit and wore a hard
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The reilway passenger-book was here produced in Coort,
mving ibat a second class mingle ticket to London had

1 issued on the morniog of the 25th. Ouly one throuph
ticket had been issued on the wmorning in quertion.

At this stage of the proceedings the learned coupsel for
the delence requested that Detective Flint should be re-
called. Upon resurning his pusition in the witnesa box, the
detective was subjected to m eearching cross-examination
by the learced coonsel, but without materially silecting
the evidence already given. The object of the lenrned
gentlemnn, howerer, sppenred Lo be not eo miich to disprove
the evideoce bronght Fﬂrwlrd 4 to point oul to the jury
the !lrnng_pahun:rtiuh that eome person or persons other
than hie client had been implicated in the niurder of Mr
Francin Dixon, and his croes-examination of the detective
all led op to this theory.

Dr. Oakfield mnd his father, the Squire, also gave evi.

dence with respect 1o following the gamekeeper to the
wcene uf the catastrophe, with the details of which the
reader is already acqusinted. This closed the case for tha
rosecation, amil the Court adjourned till the following
¥. Un the Court re.opening the next morning, tha
learned connsel for the defence called Majur Sruart, Bqoire
Uaklield, and several other gentlemen, who each awure aa
to the kindly dispusition of the prisoner at the bar, and
atated that since the anhappy occotrence he (the prisoner)
hl-ld at all times spoken with feelinge of reyret at the nn-
timely fate which bad bLefallen Mr Dixon. They also
sought to show that the betting book found by the detee-
tive near the gun rocm was not likely to have belunged to
thaApriwner. who had always held strong notions oo the
subject of gambling, and to the best of their knowledge and
belief had never recorded a bet in his life.  With regard to
the seene in the bail-room, they imagined that after M
Dixon’s departure from the room the prisoner would
scarcely be likely to Rive m second thonght to the matter,
Nuv other witnesses being called, Mr Edgbasten, Q.C,
counsel for the defence, rose to address the jury. 1n a bril
linnt speech, lasting over an hour and a half, the learned
gentleman reviewed the evidence of the witnesses buth fur
the prosecution nod the defence, and enlarged npen the evi-

- dence adduced as to the general kindly diaposition of the

priconer, and to the abaence of all motive, so far as hin
elient was concerned, for the ecnmmittal of such an atrocious
act as that with which he stood charged that day. Was it
tikely, or even prabable, he asked, that any men, after lirst
shooting at a fellow man with the intention of taking his
life, would endeavour to staunch the wound caused by his
own hand, and by s6 deing allow himseli to be discovered
in a compromising position with respeet to the wounded
man. . There was also Lhe fact of the strange appearance
and disappearance of the person or persons whoe had been
seen at the inn, and one of whom [:en.d taken the traino to
Londen on the very morning of the morder. Then there
was the Hnding of the betting book near the room from
which the revelver had beeq stolea ; the fact that the foot-
prints discovered there did not correspond with moy boots
belonging to the prisoner ; the deposition of Mrs Featon as
to the prisoner's visit to the Lodge, and bis kind ingniriea
after her aick son ; and her statement that the stable clock
struck two when the prisoner passed ont at the Lodge
aatea  Taking into eonsideration the fact, that necording
o the evidenca of the two keepers, the shot by
which the unfortunate man presomably miet his death,
was fired almost immediately after the clock had struck
two, and the time which would elapse before he could reach
the spot where the body wae discovered, it would be seen
that it was physically inpossible that the prisoner at the
bar conld have covered the distance from two o'elock to the
titue when the rveport was heard. He concloded with an
eloquent appeal to the intelligent jurymen to discharge their
doty by acqaitliog his clieat, who was entirely inoucent of
the beinous offence with which he was charyed, but who
had, by an unfortupate chain of eircumstances. been placed
in the trying position which he now occupied—a position
which he had borne with conmmendable fortitude, being aus-
tained by & conscions sense of ionocence, and trusting to
the justice and intelligence of the iellow-countrymen Ly
whom he was tried to pablicly clear him from any tmag-
inary stigma which might be supposed to attach to such n
position.’

Thete was & murmar of applause from the assembled
andience as the learned counsel resumed his seat, bLut this
was quickly suppressed, and the Judge summed up, point-
ing out to the jury the law regarding such cases as the pre-
sent one. The jury retired, and in about half an hour re-
tarned into court.  In reply to the nsual question frem the
jnd%e, [;hle foreman replied, * We find the prisoner oot guiliy,
my lord.

What a shout went through the old Court-house when the
verdict was announced, & shout which even the policeman’a
dignitied comamand for  Silence in the Court !' scarcely suf-
ficed to supress! The warders who had stood so close to
tierald during the hearing of the evidence touctied their hats
respectfully, and stond to one side as Gerald’s friends pressed
round him, eager to shake him by the haads and congratu-
Ilate Lim on his restoration to freedom.

Gerald himseli was strangely attected. He had been
listeniog te his counsel's appeal to the jury wicth such in-
tentness, and theverdict was declared such & =hort time sfter-
wards that he seemed scarcely mble to realise that the
trinl was over. ln fact, as he afterwards explained to Mr
tdgebratop, it seemed to him that cpon the decision of the
jury some other poor fellow's chance of life depended, and
he felt glad to think that the * poor beggar ' woull have ao-
ather opportunity for repentance. He was recalled to his
senaes, however, by the sight of a pale, eagerlooking face
at the entrance to the Court, which he at once recopnised as
that of the woman he loved, Constance Uakiield, and the
sjight of her winsome face ronsed him from his reverie, and
for the first tine he realized the excessive mental strain
which he had undergone, and for her sake 83 well ashisown
he was glnd that the verdict had been * Not guiliy.’
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THE LatesT NEW  ZEALAND NTURY — ROMANL O
STaTioN Lire--Haruy Baker's Teir To NEW ZEA-
LAXD—LovELY HaLp-casTeEs — My Fiust EMrLoy-
MENT 0N A STATION —A UATTLE MUSTER.

Tuis thrilling New Zealand story hovk pives a realistic
and truthful de-cription of what in often met io new-chum
jife iu our enlony.  The romantic incideats are so chanu-
ingly told, and the characters so ur]msil!. that the render
greedily reada chapters unremittingly.

The author has placed the heru of histale ( Frank Melton}
in most sisusing mod fascioating positinne all throngh his
adventures, sud the wirange story of his life will recalt
many remioirrencer of others wiio began life in New Zen
land under similar circnmetances.

Frank's trip from the Sonth, by way of the Went UCoast.
nod his tirst love affair on board, are teld with such pathes
that the reader sees nothing but reality in the whole,

The buak will no doubt be read by thousands, Tt chenp
news (1s ench) places it in the reach uf all ¢lasmes, and it can
be had at sll Looksellers in the Culony.  Whelesaie a1 Star
Utlice, Auckland, aud N4 Grarnie Otice, Wellingtoa.



