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Ladies’ STORY Golumn,

THE STORY OF A SOCIETY CIRL.

N these Jays whenr one ices
not have a father ennfessor
—and no woman of sense
ba: a confiiante—one of
ability finds herself fored
wecasiooally 10 jot down
her impresions  That is
my exense for the exist.
ence of thix  To belgim At
the sery beginniog, | fancy
I mf'!f born  like o!:er
e, went throagh

E::Dnﬂ oninceresting baby-
hood, bat waz still a lictle
gitl when I learned thac I
was & beanty. This firss
carne to me from my
father. My moath drawn
op ta it prectiest rwsebad
shape, & ¢oaple of tears in
my eyes woald make him
rive me whatever [ asked
for, and so there eame to
me the knowledgy of the sirength that lics in weaknesa

Sometimes § doabt 1§ [ were born—I think [ am the re-
sult of transarirration—first an orchid, nexe & bird of Para-
dise and, last of all, & blooded borse. I belong to an old
family, and my solicitor tells me thar I bave a great deal of
money ; but who ever heard of a woman hasing enou.gh!
Mamma vary sensibly, trained me o be a enrjnette.  From
the time thas [ eonld stand [ was iully aware of the
valoe of my white skin, wy deep, dark eyes, and
that artached to the wonderfol red bair that made &
gorgeous framing for my tnely cot face. [ was wilfing
to go 10 bed early, for I had been told of ihe good of
those sleeping hours thai come before twelve oclock ; to
be bathed and robbed oatil I was weary enough 1o sleep
aprain, because my nurse had said that this would make my
form bandsome and sopple, and mey arm= and neck the ad-
miration of the world. ¥chool was an unknown «nantity to
nte—rovernesses ami that sort of thiog came and [ endured
them, learped of them, and was spoken of by them az the most
beaatifal girl they bad ever seen—bot one wbo was ntterly
heartless. They little understood that heart was the last
1hing that wnald be desirable in my profession, for 1 made
it sueh.

At eirbteen years of age I was brought out : but for
three months before that my mother had tanzht me exactly
who amou? the men were elirible, who were mot, whar
women were to be culiivated. what ones to be eisil o and
*hst ones to iznore. | male my Grey appearance at the
Parriarens' ball, and mamma very wisely had me dresset
in the ficest wi white siik muslis, made in Empire style,
with a broad white sash abous my waist, Ao white rose in
wy hair, and long, white gloves, only partially eovering my
beantiinl arms.  As was proper, [ acvepted 1he invitatiops
10 lance from the elderiy men, from whom it was a compli-
ment to receive them, and, as far as passible, I iruored the
voupger oges. 1 sougzht mamma’s wing at the ecd of each

e, and to her delizbt, the impression left on eversbody’s
mipd wazthatof my beicz an extremely beaariful, ingennwas,
yoang girl who kiew nothing whatever asout saciety.  How
they erred. [ looked at Mrs August Lelmont's sapphires
and thoaght that when | waz a matron, | wonld have ones

gst a3 bapdsome. [ stared, politely of cumrse, at Mn
Marshall Roderta heaatifal pearls, and wondersd wy they
shogld be wasted oo & widow. The mext day the pews-
papers were f1ll of deseriprions of the pew beanty, and be-
fore I knew it, the sweer. childlike lock in my face had
zaine] ior me the ticle of * Baby.”

" At thar tinee [ was the most complete coqoette that
talked var an u){_ven, or lonoked iato a man’sz eyes 2 thar he
believwl that { adored him, whereas 1 only caleaiated
exactly ve what extens | enald enant on him for dowers.
You thizk this woaads va'gar, perbape, about the dowers ;
bat all e=juettes are valiar in that sense.  The obd movels
tel! of a tim:e when maidens fair were delighted with the
olozsom sent by the man who adored thew : bar it isim.
oomsible to imagine anyibing so stepid. ¥ what eanthly
wse woohd a blorsom be? idpe has been etfectice when
taken jom a mao's buttonbole and stock in ope's
tondice, where it wookt show well asainst one's neck : bot T
sannnt imsgine their being of any other ose. When the
young men grew 1o know me, proposals of marriage began
10 poor o upon me; bot [ hal concluded exactly who I
wonll marry—sbe rich, and ocly =0n of a rich man, who
realiy uwned half the ground on which the awell bonzes
we:e baiit. The vther nen did very well to pass away the
tirae with and give me practice.

The first was & clergyman; he thoaghy | was so Jovely
thaz [ mast be more than willing to zive wy life to the poor
and my love to him.  He gare wme the most exqoisite
prayer-buck in ivery snd gold, with my moooyram in dis.
mapds apon it. It was very convenieat for Lent, becanse 1
coald make s womderful picture by kneeling on the charch
Jour holdiog that beaatiful bosk near my lips, so thar the
xold in oy hair and the lewels tlashing from i seemed the
naly thimrs hatuan abaat me

My pers propwal was fromm w man. Ve, he v & map.
He otTerad mre bi+ hand aod his heart, sad bi- willicgnessto
wake & home for me. [ langhed st ic. Toe very idea of
rue TiArrying s poor man®  No ruatter thar he was a gentle-
man: oo matter that | had s corions feelicg in my heant
aboat him - [ langhei ot bim, and then he told me what be
thoazht of m=. Yo see, | had invited it, bat <cill he
enaldn’t koow thal aeder that laazh was the only real bis
f bomnan feeling that had ever come 1810 wy life.

Then there were all sott2 and cooditions of e, A great
light in 1be lewal world, an imarensely wealthy merchant,
and ooe whe wogtd have given we & Hoe title, made me s
drebews, ipieed, for my ducata.  Bot | hal intemdied to
mazty Jack—the richest man I kpew. Wkhen the season
was pearly oves, mamma was obliged 1o bring to oar banswe

TUHE NEW ZEAL

AND GRAPHIG

the only ehild of her sister—an She mid she woald
be & good foll for me, and, assbe bad 1o keep ber, we might
as well go oat sogetber. My clothes coald be made over for
ber. and the fact of ber being alwars with me._-_nnhl make
Jack think me more delightful, becanse more difticnls 1o ob-
rain Am Deter MeAR h 10 deny anothet Suman’s

looks, but Marjory badn’s ;‘he leg.stdc!ium l:z h:u;lg 1
benaty, exceps in ber posse=sion of & pair eep, dar oe
eyes & told somethiny, | mever conld understand what
tinee | heard & man saf they were sympatheric ;: bat shat
swemed Lo me very sxurid. Um the day of the conch
parade, Marjory and I, with mamma's permision an.
ander the chaperooage of a yoans matron, were on Jack's
cnodch. [ 1ar on the box-seat, and I looked so weil in my
yellow eripe, my hat trimmed with yeilow blossoms and
with a hoge banch-of them laid at m¥ feet. that even the
bogs on the strees ealled to each other, *Ain't she a beanty *
1 was, I knew it, and 1 felt ithat Jack coght w apprecisce
it more than ever before. Az he bade o good-bye thas
evening, be said to me, ‘1 am coming to speak %o your
mother to mnorrow.’  Modt girls wuald have got excited, or
felt they bad to tell somebody, bot not I

There was a amall sense :fndtr;um kt;bont me,‘flor I fgl‘x
that I had gained my end, - orer to Marjory's
room jast 1o let her:sce how well 1 looked. What l}gl
thought her. Sirticg there reading & book that had in it a
chaptet and & bymn and & prayer lor every day in the year !
xte wouli kiss me—a something thas [ despise, these ont-
ward signs of afection, or whatever you may eall it—and
aiter that weakness | concloded nos to tell her my seeret.
Jack canie the next day, askei for mamm#, and was with
her for quite & time: and then a message came opstairs,
asking thas Marjory woald come down. I didn't connect
the two: bat awhile afterward my mother eame to me, and
ior the first time in my life i saw ber angry.

Mamma seemed to Jook exactly a3 if she had been learn-
ing a lesson, one that eame home to her _Do_yom think
that shocks of knowledge come to cne® [t is said they doo
Emaginative people talk of * baving the veil suddenly drawn
away and seeing the truth,’ and really, I suppose from what
followed, mamma had underzoing some revolation of
feeting, or, perbaps it would be proper to say, had hada
revelation. For my own pars it seemed silly. She said:
* What in she world is the matter wicth yoa, that with every-
shing in your iavoor yoa =hould lex the greatest caich of
the seacon slip throogh your hands and be eaptored by an
ordinaiy, poor gird, like yoor cousin ! What does he s¢e in
her?! Whaz is there lacking in yoo¥ I rhounghs it very
rude of her, and [ said, ‘ Mamma, [ chiok yoa are forgetr:
yourseli.” Amnd, to my astonishient, she answered, ' Moo
am oot [ am just remembering myseif. Ls bas just come
to me that [ bave educaterd you to be that something with-
vat a heart—a perfect society girt—aed that I mast not
Mame men if they do oot tind in yon the sympachy for
which they calt” O coarse, | was disappointed, first ac
Jack's bad taste, and then as mamma’s ridicnlous surbreak.
Marjory was joietiy married the next month, and to-day
she, who vsed to wear my cast-off cloches, who wearied me
by talking of the beaaty of love and religion, is the ac-
knowledged leasier of society.

After her marriage we went abroad.  [n London and in
Pariz everybmdy rased over me. My pictores were eagerly
soaght for: the gowns T wore were copied : a culoar fancied
by me became the fashion  And 0 year aiter year weal
h¥, some spent in this twentry, :ome spent on the other
side, until one day [ had a sharp pain of a curious kind
come (o me when 1 heard a Hippant boy i nineteen say in
a mude slanyy fazdion: 'Baby iz beginning fo be a back
number.” It was horrible slang, bat—bat—] thought of
the zirls who had vome oot with me. They were married
and had littie childvren aboat themw ; 1 thooztt of my fasher
and mother ; they were both deak  Then I thought of my-
seif.  All that grest inrtune bad come W me, bat I was
alone. As [drive in the park of an afternoon, sirting, as
ouly [ ean sitin wy victona, I ee ihe people luok ar me
apd [ hear them say : * That's the famouz beaaty. Thar's
the woman whe bas =0 muoch meney and =0 moch beaaty
that she wivht at any time, have married apy man she
wanted ke’

1 see the shabbily dressed girls siare at me and hold on a
listle tighter to their sweethearts’ arms, and vnce [ heard
a tittle woman say : ' John, that may be a beantifal woman
but she is got a happy ope.”  *Bhe is a s2iizh one, my dear,
ani the mo=t beantiful face ceases to be lovely when in
the heart there is only thooght of iwseif.’

I= thi= true * Has my life been afailure® I: there some-
thing betfer than the adwiration of the aristocrvarie set?
Is there anything better than luxary and beaary and sar-
mandings that z1ve pleazure 1o all the senses? There mast
e, else how ean tbese people he happy? Well, it's wo
late for me—I can’t begio again. [ doot know that 1 wans
to; bur I zhonld have liked to have it deeided if those
people who tak mhout love and goodness are rizht, or
whether it is jast st w be what [ always have bewa and
am still
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ON A TABLECLOTM.

MErzONIER bad become celebrated and was beginping 1o
make money, when be got amjuainied with a Parisian
grandee, very wealthy, very fond of poeing as an azt patron,
bnt very penuriona.  ine day Meisouoier, breakiaztiog with
the grandee, was struck by the bematy of the texture of the
tableeloth. *ilne eould draw gpoo if,’ he remarked ; and,
suitinz she action to the word, be pmdoeed a pencil, and
maie vn the snowy smooth sagpe & wonderfolly able sketch
of & man's head.  The *ecvuowical swell’ bad the head
earviully et ot of the damask, anl hastened o frame and
glaze his prize, A few weeks afterwands Mreissonier arain
breakfasted with his patron, and feand by the side of bis
plate at the corner of the table assivned (o bim a peat little
sheaf of erayoot and holdiers, with a penkuoife and wome
indis-rabter., While the gueats ax the copclasion of the
repast were eninying their ootfee and cizareties, the hosy
saw with deiizht ' from the corner of his eye’ that Meis-
sonier was har! a1 work on the tablecloth —thiv time with &
uperb little full-leczth of & welizval halbendier. Tee
party bruke up, the guects Jdeparted, and the ' ecomomic
sweil rushel back 1o the mall-'a avtagsrs 1o swcure bis tres-
sare ; but, slar, the painter had jor once bown himself as
scupomical as bis patrun ! He had made disastroosly good
o of the penkaife, and ooe eorver of the tablecikh was
yobe, halheniier and all !

AT HOME WITH THE LADY EDITOR.

MinET. —You ought to eall withim a week or ten days,
and leave two of your busbhand's eands and one of yoor own.
Call on her receptiona day. if possible, and pay a visiv
I she has Dot & day, you can simply leave carda.  An invita-
is a eirility, snd onghs 1o receive recoguition.

Winow, — Vs, must certainly ascknowledge the many
ealls and aotes you bare received. Yoa are by no means
obliged v entertain eallers if you do pot feel
Visitors will not expect to see you until T your
formal appearanee in chorch.  Send eéanis with * Thanks
for kind enquiries” You ean get them printed as the
stationer's, or, if you prefer it. yoo ean write the wonls
abuve your name on yoar ordinary prioted cand.

LorTie.—There is nothing at all improper in two ladies
* pot Tery youn;: ' guifig o & eoncert together.  Wear silk
dresees with a precty litsle jrbat of eream chiffon lace edged
wuh pink. gold or bine, and asinry litzle eaps made of the
saame You can par them on in the ladies’ dressiog-room if
you are going in An open carriage or pablic omniboa

EMLR —1 am sorry you did mot ses how 1o erystallize

Take ote poand of alam %o obe qrars of water.
gnk in a vesrel back of the stove to diseolve ; it must nos
boil  Pui it then in & wll jar, plece the booquet stems up
for coenty-four hoars in the water. I bope yoo will lek me
know if you audesed.

COMME-TL-FALT.—I% is wot at all * the proper thing " to
wear a hat or a bonnes at & convermrione of that kind
Yon are supposed W be safficiently well acquoainted with
the rules of good society 10 know chas eveming diees is the
only correct siyle.  Angthing else betrays you &= * a conntry
consln.

It has been suggested to me that there are many gentle-
women in New Zealand who, from varions eanses, are in
great need of the u?porinnil of adding a lircle ro their
seanty income. *If, mid the who introdneed the snb-
jeet, © there coald be mome centufpllm in each cisy where
all kinds of work conld be sent and disposed of at a
reasonable fgure, it would he a great boon 1o many de-
serving women.” Of course, this means paying rent, and
paying some one to #ell the goods sent in.  The seller might
well be one of those in need of some light employnrent. I
was thinking over this snbject whilst reading a popular
English iady's paper, and was muoch pleased to come across
this paragraph :—*An Exchange for Women's Work bas
just been opened as the Hitei Anglo-Franvais, 6 Ruoe
Castiglione. This exchange is umder the tronage of
many prominent members of the American cor:ny in Paris,
and its objeer is to assist American gentlewomen in re-
daced eircamstances. Anyg kind of work i received and sold
at the price mentioved by the eontribnter. The pames of
the ladies whe fornish work are never revealed. Orders
are received for American pies, eakes and other epecialities,
and a cirenlating library i already i Each
Thursday afterncon there are musical wafiases, with the
assitapnes of the besst artists, unigue Turkish embroideries
are suld, and pictures and other work: of ars can alzo be
parchased. This Exehange is a real charity and deserves
prosperiry.”  Ef afternoon tea at threepence a exp were pro-
vided, and a general interest awakened in the movemenrs,
sumething might be done. At all eventa, the saubject has
my warmest sympathy, and I earnesily appeal tn my warm-
bearied lady readers to send me their ideas on the subjerr,
whether the scheme iz practical or not.

To tarn w anather subjecy, I feel sare that every mother’s
heart in thiz enlony has felt a pang of deep sympathy for
var dear Princess of Wales, who ha: so suddenly loet her
eldest son. He had his fanliz, az what mosher dare zay her
child has npos? Bart bhe was her eldest born, and, we are told,
the Royal maother was very fond of him. The Prinee of
Wales al= is deeply avtached 1o his chiliren. The moment
he fancied fast November} that Prinee treorge did not seem
well, be took him st onee irom Sandringham te London,
placiog him nnder Dr. Laking. Unfertanarely, his illness
proved to be typhoid. which that month seems to have
been the prevailing illoess amongst the ‘upper ten,” even
more o than induenra, Lord William Nerill and two sons
of 3ir Henry Ponsonby satfering from it at the same time.
The Princess travelled night and day fiom the Crimea to
reach her second son, accompanied by the Princesses
Victoria and Mand. An English writer zays:--* The
Princess and her Jdanghters were dressed in black, and
locked rather tired aiter their long journey. Dr. Hroadbent
and Dr. Laking were in attendance at Marlborough House,
and were able to give the Princess a satisfactory repors of
Prigce (reorge’s condition immediately upon ber arival
Satarlay Jast was the foarteenth day oi the fever. and,
3 a conserruence, His Hoyal Hirhoess was that day mot
quite =0 well, there being a shight increase of feverizsh
symptoms, but o the esening these sqbsided. Sasur-
iay, being the ywenty-first day, will be sz soxiocus
time, and the evening bulletin from Mariborongh Hogse
will be awaited wich impasienes.  Prince Ceorge's bedroom
faces Sr James's Palace and ot the Mall, as stated by
some of my contemporaries, and it was ac tirst feared that
the music played every morning by the Guards’ band ac the
daily guard moupting would disturb hisz Foyal Higoress ;
bat this is oot the case, as he likes w hear the masie, and it
has vos therefore been temporarily suspended. Dr. Broad.
bent being the Senior Physician to 3t Mary's Hoepital,
Paddiniston, it is bot sarprising thar the same bospital
shoald have the honour of suppiying the two narses, Sister
Victoria and Sister Edith, who wait pight and day altern-
wiely oo Prince George. Iao addision to tei phing the
momiogand evening balletinsto the ¢faeen, Dr. Lakinzhasto
write every evening a letzer 30 Her Majesty saying how the
young Pricee iz p ing.' As we a]l know, thi: Prines
bas recovered, whilst bis eldesz brotber, the Duoke of
Ulsrence and Avowiale. has been taken. Before this is in
print he will hare beea baried with the amoans of ponp and
ceremaay betittiog bis rank and position. Aod who does
o feel inteosely socry for the geutie maideo, whow
hy312h74 wera jatea¥ apoa marrisge rasher than desth : oo
dainty white welling garments rather than oo somhre
gme:d_ raiment ! Traly, ‘in the midss of life we srein

eath.
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