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CHAFTER XIV.

Nay | it fhonld not be ka banl
To grant roe my request t
Albeit he'z not my husband.’

T war late that same evenin
before Squire Uakfield returne
o the Grange, and learning
from the butler who apened
the door to him that hias
daoghters had not yet retired
1o reet, but were, with Dr. and
Alra Usktield, in the drawing-
room awaiting bis return, he
requesied the man to inform
Mise tlonstapce that if she

were well enouph he would like to see her

jor a few momenta in the library.

In obedience to the snmmons Constance
came in, looking elightly paler than usual,
but with ruzch an expression of conhtjence
and trost io l:er eyes that the Squire wished
lis unpleasant toak well over. X

' Yoo wished to spesk to mein private,

Ly apa © ehe asked, questiomingly. * Welj,
s £ fen I am At yoor slervice. Yoo peed not
X here ¥ e
:"f fear another exhibition of weakness on m,
: - part,’ she added, as her father hesitated.
\F 11 am afraid [ was partly overcome by the
3 excessive heat this afterpoon, as I do not

remember ever before to have madesuch a
stupid of myself. But tell me, papa, FOUr news CORCETDS
-Gerald, does it ot . \

*Yes, replied the Bquire; * but I am airaid, Cnll:lst.q.ee.
1 am not the bearer of very zood news, aod yet——

‘Papa,’ interrupied Constance, ' please 1o tell me every-
thing. Lenra bas informed me that it is quite troe that
Uerald has been arrested —it is not & nice word certainly—
Lot of eourse the police have made an epregions blunder,
and e ually, of course, a slight investigation will be suffi-
cient to ensure bis discharge. [ imsgine that the £100 re-
ward which you offered, and the additional £100 offered by
the Governnient for the appreliension of the real wurderer
of Mr Diixun, ias turned the brain of the official who had
especial charge of the case, and in his anxiety to abtaic the
muney he Liss, as | have saud, committed an almost inexcos-
able Llunder, for which he may get the reward his capidity
merits, thungh scarcely the one he expeets. Are jon not
also of the sae opinion, papa ¥ .

" Yea, Copstance, 1 feel certaln there has been a rn{smke
made, «till T an afraid—very much afraid that lierald
Olphert will require all the legal assistance be can possibly
procure tn pull him safely throogh thie ditficalty.

The Squire watched his daughter rather anxiously as ke
made 1his statement, but beyond a slight shrinking move-
ment she made no sign. At its conelnsion, however, she
said, * You surely do not mean to say that they wouald dare
to detain Gerald, to 'try” him, &s it is termed. Why,
papn, the thing is ridiculoun, prepostercus ! but although
she tried 1o speak bravely, her vuice faltered, and it was
ensy to see that the Squire’s words and manaer bad strongly
atfected her. .

| regiet exceediegly, Uonstance, the anomaluns pasition
in which this uzhappy aitair has placed us all, but altheugh
the evidence against Gerald is alniost purely eircurostantial,
get, hie will, as 1 have informed you, need all the legal
acristance he can get. I should prefer not to eay any more
on the subject now, but thought I hed better let you know
the exact position to-night, as 1 shall be away emly to.
wmorrow marning. Do not unnecessalily distress yoursell
with regard to what I Lave told you, but believe me that
every eflurg will be made to elear Gerald, aod we must hope
to have lim abont again shortly.’

CLPAnA, ANAWEr e ong quesilon.
tiwiald's innucence ¥

*No, Constance, 1 do not.” . .

*Thack you, papa,’ and she gave him such s smile of con-
Gidvnce that he Felt it would go very hurd with his favourite
daughiter should Geratd lllpﬁerl fail to clear himself of the
grave ehaige bronght against him. * Then you will grant
my regnest, will you mot, papa? 1 wish you to drive
wie inte Finehley to-morrow to—10 the place where Lierald
is stayitg.  No, do not refase me,’ a8 the Squire ehook his
head, *for § must see him, 1 koow le is inoneent, but 1
wish to tell him somyself. (b, Bever nind what Mre Grendy
may sny, papa.  li you secompaoy me what objection can
anyone laket

*1 am sorry, Constance, to be compelled to oppose your
winhes, Lut under the circumstances my duty ia obvivus
Noboly will be better plemsed than myeelf if Lierald cao
cienr himrell of any knowledpe of the heinous offence with
which hie etands chaged, and I intend rendering him all the
i 1 possibly ean, but [ cannot aliow my daughter's name
ta e bandied about in conoection with his, a8 is certain to
be tlie case if yon act in the wanner you suryest, A little
consideration will, 1 feel sure, convince you of the prudence
of 1ry decision, aud 1 must beg of you to do pothing to com-

romive yourselt : and if Gerald Olphert in the nan 1 take
{:im to be, he will thorenghly endorse my sction.  Until
this ense i~ clearsd up, 1 hope you will aveid stiempting to
obitain an interview with your lover, for to mlopt such a
courme, although it might in the eyes of a few Jovelorn
maidens epvunr of roinaotic, yet in the opioion of all sensible
men anl wumen yaur action would e considered, to say the
least ol it, quixotie, and, pardun me, Constance, il 1 nid
that tu some it might even appenr nomailenly, and my
danghter has 100 much self respect and commuan rense 1o +0

You do moet doubt

RESKRTVED. } .

endanger her reputation, and will surely vl:ject vo wear her
heart nm her sleeve, for every daw in Finchley to peck and
rend.”

* Papa,’ replied Constance, and though her voice tre.mbled,
her eyes met bis steadily and firmly, *I bave listened
patiently to all you bave said, and I feel there is a great
deal of truth in'your remarks. Whea I aaid I must see
Gerald I spoke as my heart rather than my head dictated.
I thapnk you for appeaiing to my intelligence also. Mnch
as | wonld like to see (erald and perwm\lly.expre_ns my
sympathy for and trust in bim, I have yet no desiretoin any
way miniater 1o the ineatiable appetites of the scandal
loving gossipa of Finchley or Brightstone, and T feel sure
that Getald himeelf wonld pot desire it either. But to let
him face all thia humiliation without either seeing him or
writing him a word of cheer, why, it is asking me to make
& sacrifice uf all 1 hold most sacred in woman. Hear me
out, paps,'as the Squire made g motion aa if he would in-
terrupt her. * You may call it romantie, quixotic, or what
you will, bot on this ona point I remain Hrm. So long as
Gerald raisea no objecrion I shall write to him, and I do
sincerely hope that thia unbappy atfair will soon be settied
to the satisfaction of all concerned. Of one thing I am

nite certain, GGerald knows no more of the author of this

astardly outrage than yon or I, and I feel more than ever
convinced that some enemy has been endenvomiing to make
eapital out of the false position in which {;erald was nnfor-
tupately Flneed with regard to ihe deceased gentieman, Mr
Dixon. trost that the Llow will recoil on the heads of the
agitating parties.
or not you raw Gerald to night ¥

‘] have seen him, Conetance, but would rather not say
apything more about the matter to-night.”

“ But tell we, papa, was he well! and did he send any-
thing—I mean any message for me? )

“Yes ! replied her father, producing a letter from his
coat pocket. *I was Dot quite eura whether I should be
doing right by refusing to bring it to you, but at last [ de-
cided to accept the responsibility, and I bope yon will await
further developments before persisting to correspond, nnder
the present circomstances, with Gerald _Olphert.’ and with
these words the Squire bade her good-night, and then left
the room.

Onpce more left alone, Constance tore open the envelope of
the letter which she bad received, and there learned that
her lover had been arrested at the village of Fairfax, twelve
wiles from Brightstone, whither he bad gone to transacy
some legal business, and the letter was dated Finchley
Gaol,

*It is 'pcrfect]i unnecessary for me to tell you, my darling,’
wrote Gerald, - that [ an: catirely innocent in thought or deed of
the awful ckime with which I am charged, yet I dare not disguise
the fact, Constance, that a chain of circumstantial ey idence bas

€n woven against me which I may find some dithculty in
breaking, although I hope. eventually. to be enabled 1o clear my
repulation of the slightest su=picion of stain, My private opinion
iz that the police, for wantol & better clue, have fixed on the facts
that [ was known to bave spoken rharply to Mr [ixon on the
evening of the bail; that | was the last person (50 far as ean
ascertained: in whose company he was seen trom the time he left
the lall-room; till he met his death: that I was dizcovered by
your father's keeper holding up the head of the dying man: that
Isent the keeper fur nssistaoce, and that when be returned Mr
Dixon was drad. There are a few other facts which tend 1o
criminate me in the eyes of the pelice. and they have thought it
their duty 1o arrest me, 1 do mot write 1hiz to distress you, my
dear, but’ simply to informa you of the true state of the vase, as 1
was afraid the news might otherwise be convered 1o you through
=ome diztorting medium. ond you would be needlessly alarmod,
The pasition iz horribly bumiliating, but 1 hope 19 free 1o sec
¥ou again shortly. I have engaged Mr Edgbaston, G.C., to conduct
the case on my beholl. and ¥ou nced be under ho apprehension as
to the result. I am eending this by the Squire, and must posscss
my =oul in patienee till the trisl s concluded, as perhaps it will be
best for all concerned that 1 should not see you again 1ill that
time,  You will not, 1T feel sure, misunderstand the motive
prompting e to take thie course, and I know you will trust ne
througl good report and evil report, The Judge arrived to-lay.
and the Lourt sits to-mOrrosw, so you Will not be kept long in sus-
penee.  With best of love to your dear self, heping =oon 1o see you
agiin. Tam. yours laviogly, GERALIL

CHAPTER XV.

*Which ol rou, being pent from liberty
Ar 1 am now. would net entreat for life.”
KiNG Ricsarn IT.

THE day appointed fot the trial at length canse round. Itwas
8 lovely day towards the close of the month of June. Inside
the Court-houze 8t Finchley a erowd of eager, excited men
and norbidly carivus women, had assembled from an early
hour. Streame of vebicles with their liviog freights had
poured into Finchley from Brightstone and the surrounding
districts, and the inn-keepers bad been taxed to the ntmoest
to provide accommolation for man and beast. 1t was
rumoured that the Judye would take his seat on the Beoch
at precisely ten o'tlock, sod that the Dixen murder case
would be at ooce proceeded with. A apecial jury had been
empanelled, and now, ae the bands of the Court-house cloek
point to five minutesfrom ten, the impaticnee of the closely-
packed erowd manifests itself by a swaying to and fro, by
the shutliog of feet, and & rabdned murmur of many voices.
Alrendy the heat i becomiog alost umendurable, but mo
one dreams of budging an inch from the position taken up,
unlesu it be to procure one nearer to the prisoner's dock,
wheie they would have s better opportunity of studging
closely 1he physingnomy of the priocipal actor in the drams
—the prironer hinrell.

The Jdndee was punctusl.  Exsctly at ten o'clock the
dnor behind the Judge's chair opened, and His Lardship
tonk hin seat. There was the sound of papers rustling, as
the lawyern gathered their notes together, & slight sensation
amongat the cruwd ms a constable called out, * Crown
versus Ulphert,’ and then another duor tnened, and Geinld
t]phert, closely attended by twn warders, entered the

But you have nat informed e whether

Court, and touk his rtand in the samall dock partitioned off
for prisoners. Every ¢ye was turned in his direction, and
he was painfolly cooscious of their gare, but thoogh his
face was & trite paler than naual, he certainly had not the
appearanos of & man guilty of the awful erime for which he
waa that dag to be tried. A close otserver might, how-
ever, have potieed & alight twitching of his underlip, and
an nnwonted light in his ¢lear brown eyes, which seemed
10 indicata repressed emotions, and were, indeed, unmis-
takeable proofa that he was by no means callous or indiffer-
ent to the danger of the positicn he occopied. He was
dressed in & light tweed enit, and with the exception of a
signet ring on the third finger of his Jeft hand, hin person
was devoid of jeweliery of any kind, Much sympathy waas
felt_for him, for his genial manners and sterling soecial
gualitiea bhad secured for bim many friends and admirera
among il classes of society in Finchley and Brightstone,
and =earcely a man or wonan in Conrt bat hoped that the
trial wonld result in & verdiet favourable to the prisoner.
The case had already been lormally stated before the local
magistrate, and sutticient evidence adduced to justify him,
as he Lelieved, in committing Gerald Ulphert to take his
trial at the eoming Acsizes, which, as it so chaoced, meant
ounly & delay of another day.

CHAPTER XVI
“What is my offence T
Where is the evidence that doth accuse ma F

THEHE was a hnsh of expectation an the counsel for the
Froaecutiun rose to open the case for the Crown. Nut in &
epgthy or eloquent oration, but briefly and concisely the
learned gentleman went over the facts in connection with
the case, as gathered by the police, and already known to
the reader. The silence in the Conrt was accentuated ms a
policeman called *Janiea Fenton ! and in obedience to the
summons Squire Oaktield’s head.keeper stepped into the
witness box, and taking the Bible in his hand, kissed ir,
and swore to ‘' tell the whole truth, and notbing but the
truth,” ete. In reply to goestions from counsel, he atated
that ‘ on the morning of the supposed murder he was on the
watch in the OQakfield preserves, at a epat sitnated abont a
quarter of a mile distant from the Lodge, where he resided
with his wife and children, and about eight hondred
yards from the old stone- qnarries.  One of his men
was posted within about & dozen yards of himy, whilss
two more nnder-keepers were on watch in another part of
the grounds.  He left his cottage at about eleven p.m., and
at about two minutes past twu o'clock he heard a shos tired
from the direction of the Finchley Rosd. He was qpite
certain as to the time, a8 just before the shotv was fi he
heard the stable clock strike two. The clock meantioned
was situated in a small tower over the stables some dis-
tance in the rear of the Grange, and on & still night, such
as the night in queation, conld be heard as it struck the
bours very distinctly for a considerable distance. The clock
did not strike the guarters or halves, only the bours, Was
not very much sarprised at hearing the report of a tirearm,
a5 just recently there had been several daring raids n:ade
on the Squire’s pheasants and hares, presuniably by some
noted Londen poachers. At any rate, some of these gentle-
wen had been seen about tbe district a few days previcualy,
and the Koaching liad taken place after their airival, but so
cleverty had they arranged aud carried ont their programme,
that np to the preseut time they had successfully resisted
all attempts at zapture, Was quite certain that not more
than two or three minntes could have elapsed between
the striking of the ¢lock and the report of the tirearm.
Immediately on hearing the shot, e and the man on duty
in his proxiniity, hurried canticusly in the directicn of the
sound, and just before reaching that part of the estate
leadiog off oo to the main road, their atteation was arrested
by & groan, which eeerned to come from a buman beiog in
great pain. There was just enoogh light from the moon to
ennble him to see, thoupgh somewhat indistisetly, objects
within twenty or thitty yards of him, apd to his astonish-
ment and dismay he discovered Mr Ulphert, Lneeling
on the ground, and sopporting the head of another
gentleman who ap enmg to be wonnded. He asked
Mr Olphert what had happened, and that geatleman
replied [ know pe more abont it than you do,
Fenton. [ heard & shot fired from that direction”—-
poiatiog to a tir plantation pear the spot where we then
were—* and hurrying op I found this gentleman Iying on
the pround and bleediog from lwounﬁ in the head.” " Im
answer to further questions, the witness went on Lo state
that he did not stop to examine the wonnded man, bat, io
obedience to Mr Oll;uherr.'s request, made the best of his way
Lo the Graoge to alarm the Squire and bis guests, and to
procure assistance. Saw oo gon or weapon of any deserip-
tion near the twolgentleman. The report was not a8 very
loud one, and might bave been caused by the firing of a ve-
volver, Senrcheg the spot at daylight pext morning, but
without discovering any clue. I}d pot for a moment sus-
pect Mr Olphert, Had always found Mr Ulphert to be a
thorough gentleman in every senre of the word.  Saw no
one else but the underkeeper and the two gentlemnen in the
wood that pight. Recognised the revolver produced as be-
longing to the prisoner. That gentlemman had left
it with him with inatruetions te clean the same, and
return in the course of the week if possible. The
weapon had been haoded to him (witness) om the
day preceding the murder. Last =aw it in his own
1001 &t the lodge at about & quarter Lo eleven on the even-
ing of the ball. "It was on & shelf, aud & packet containing
some revolver cartridges waa lyiog aloogeide it. No one
but bimeelf waa in the habit of using the room. The room
was 3 sruall one, and adjoining the kitchen. The ocater door
fastened with a patent lock, and .when polled smartly
would Jock iteelf without the aid of s key. Had so locked
it on the eveniog in question. The room waa used by him
when cleaning bis own or Bqmire Uskfield's guns, or when-
ever he had any little odd job to do. There were severat
otlier wenpons in the room benides the revolver. Alwaya
kept the key of this room oo a bunch with other keys. Had
it in his pocket on the night in question. Sometimes Liad
oc¢tasion to retnmn to the Toom agsin before finslly comin

ofl duty i the morning, Iovariably eotered by the lac

entrance in order to aveld distarbiog bis wife, Whea be re.
turned at daylight on the moroiog of Mr Dixon's death he
went ronod by the rear of the lodge, and on rriviog st the
fun-rocm was aboul to fit the key ia the lock, when he was
ntartled ta observe that the door was, slightly ajar.  Sos.
pected poachera.  Pusbed open the door, gave a burried ex.
aminstion of the room, aod was agreesbly surprised to tind
that apparently mothing was miesing, “A closer exami-



