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LONDON AND PARIS FASHIONS.
EARLY AUTUMN CARMENTS.

(SEK FASHION I'LATE FaAue, 18,0
SUME very aniart gowns, mantles, and millinery have just
been bronght from I'aris to meet the reqnirenients of tha
fortheoning weason. Uar artist has sketched on page — a
few representative examples of tastefnl novelties specially
sppropriate to early autumn. 3 . ]

K’u. 1 is a handsonie evening gown, in & rich quality of
black Irish poplin, a fabric which promizes to be very much
worn this year, The trainis cutin quite a novel fashion,
and divided down the centte with a volant of fine black
lace, The whole of the front of the skirt is draped witha
beantiful tablier, covered with gold ebroidery, and jewelied
all over with tiny multi-colouied precions stopee, in very
brilliant but perfectly barmounious colourings. The betom-
ing bodice is srranged to correspond.

No. 2 is a graceful tight-fitting asummer maatle, of black

it de soir, with & deep flounce of finest black Chaneilly
f:ce all round, and long sleeves of the same lace, orna-
mented by fringes of fine jet. Three lines of jetied passe-
menterie come to a point at the back of the mantle, the
front being also trimmed with jet to eorrespond. This
mantle will be found becoming to almest any kind of figure.
The hat worn with this mantle is of fine black 'Irish lace
straw, trimmed in front with a large bow of mandarin-
yellow velvet, and arraued at the back with long clusters
of yellow geranium, which droop gracefully over the hair.

No, 3is a siruple little frock of soft fawn-coloured voile,
made on asilk foundation. The bodice is made with a
long basque at the back, and & jetted butterfly clasping the
fulness of the fold in front. The skirt is cut up at the
sides, to show narrow panels of dark brown silk, bordered
by rows of buttans.

No. 4 is u sniatt but useful gown mwnde in one of the new
fignrel tweeds. The skirt is simply made with 2 deep hem,
while the coat bunlice is srranged to open over a donble-
breasted vest of silk, in some contrasting sha:le of colour.

No. 5isa dainty gown of Eu]e grey corduroy eiépon cut
<n princesse and nutlined with several rows of narrow gold
braid studded with small steel stars, The graceful Greek
drapery on the bodice is speeially worthy of note,

t)ne uf the best Enelish anghorities states that brocades
are still greatly worn. Unpe that anggesms autumn has &
reddish-brown ground colomi brocaded with variegated
foliage and bramble. It would he lovely for the train of &
dinner-dress. The new moirés antiques in black or e
soft colours, patterned with narrow stripes in bright blue
and yellow, pink and greeun. or yellow and mauve, are very
pretty for youag ladies’ dresses. The Macclesfield weavers
are competing with the Lrench mow in the production of
cheap silks. | saw some lovely brocades in eoft blues,
yellows, pinks, and preens, with Hower and scroll patterns.
Silks for middle-aged wearers show a good deal of pattern
and very little pround-colour. Une example has & black
satin ground strewp with large pink flowers that look like
ruses and are beautifully shaded. Another in pale green is
brocuded with marguerites and guelder roses. Among the
silks that go off well just now are those that are prismatic,
tine that 1 <aw was green in certain lights and silver-grey in
athers.

Some dainty, inexpensive evening gowans attracled my
attentivn, There were sorme made of eripe de Chine, in
lovely shades uf blue, pink, green, and mauve, with frilla
round the bettem, A pretty dress in primrose silk or satin
was coveced with s diapbanous drapery in the same eolour,
cubividesed in two shades, and had a fuotty ruche fora
barder. For a very cheap dress there is nothing better than
white muslin Agnred in piok or bluae, trimmed with ribbon
the same colour.  Plain book muslin trimnied with lace and
ribbons loeks fresh and dainty on young girls.

11nust tell you of some of the pretty things that were
prepared for llitting days, for {ov eenx or the seaside, the
mnuotainvua districts calling for few fallals as requisites or
adjuncts in dress. The plainer the costuine the better for
climbing steep and rugged paths, so there is not much to
describe in simple serges or homespuns, wlereas the filmy
muslins, exquisite laces, dainty orgeadis, and the thousand
and one other things that o towarda making up fashionable
clothes, and filling fashionable trunkse at this pericd of the
year are simply bewitching. T have seen & great many new
things, but nuthing has impressed me so much or 8o pleas-
antly as the new silkjcambric, striped with a myriad of fine
lines grovped together or scattered all over with delicate
toned desigzoa.  This slight!y transparent material is as light
as the zephyr's wing, and makes up into mvik exguisite
wowns, ol blue, salmon pink, and fict heliotrope desigas

ing the prettiest on s white or cream ground : the Honn-
cinusand trimming=are cntoutinto long ety er pointaeither
rounided or neute, Aod are tinely buttonhole stitehied all
ronnd with soft ewbioldery eotton, the exsct tint of the
printed deaign. The fonndation of the dress is iuvariably
pute white, thua throwing up the patters ; whereas, when
the lining is employed iu similar colour to the pattern, the
Intter grows very pale and ar times disappears altogether.
The waist is limisheil off with & two-inch satin ribbon that
ties in & bow and endy at the back : or is lixed by a rosette
uf riblinn the same colour a8 the pattern upon the Luen dr
aorr. This style is very smart, or sgain the vibbon looks
well taken across the slionlders in bretelie fashion. These
dinphious powna can alvo be trimmed with fce lace or &
little--very little—ribbaon velvet.  The corsage and slesves
wre very Bnely shirred inte manifolil tine pleats, and give n
Kind of foamlike appearance to the Lody,

Finely dotterl Swiss 1nusline are also novelties, printed
with Lunches of frnit wpon their somewhat rugped «lrface ;
u mAize with Lranches of eriall plus, & prle mauve with
wond BtrAwWberries, & white with eherries, a hlnek with
apricots, a saft grey with wee rosy apples, aod a Nile-green
wilh little bunchien of purple urapes, are among the pretiiest.
Then the nerien uf corrse meshed silk nets, with bunches of
printed Howern in natoral Unts upon them, look very pretty
wade op over wilk of the exact tone of the fmurnf the
mnterinl.  1ine of the kiod [ saw was of befge net, with
hunclhes of pink and crimson 1oses and leaves: it was
tswnted yhite filniul y upn the skitt, cu fanrrean, and was
hnwhed arewnd the feet with a ruching of poppy petals in

crinkled gilk uf the wame shade sy the gown,  The whist

THE NEW ZEALAND GRAPHICQ

was draped acroas frow left to right, mand the Floren-
tine aleeves had high wristlets of beige velvet edged with =
narrow row of pnppr petals ; the ruchiog round thes neck
{the collar was of velvet) matched the hem and wrist edging.
Another gowa of similar material was of serpent-gresn net,
Howered with a large brown-and yellow blossom of the
soleil pecies.  The rucliog io this'case was of dark yreen
silk frayed out, and the waistband was of silk to maseh,
forming 1005 ends and & emall rosette of eilk, set exactly
in the imiddle of the waist behind, Theny agsin, the
toiles de Juuy—a very fine kind of cretonne, by the way-—-
make up into most picturesque and charming gowns, with
jost a lictle cern or bise lace and & bit of satin ribbon tied
round the waist, and frille of lace turning over from the
eekaneré collar. | Foulards and twill eiiks are atill very
fashionable, particalarly the latter, in all the old-time
colours that iniitate 30 sdmnirably the picture gowns of the
past centuries, shot as they are with two culours, the
chanugeant chiffon inore often than not being bmught into
requisition as trimmioga and Houncings for neck and wrists.
The Louia XV. bow deaign on very fine silk net is also much
used in black, écro, or jicelle tints, and makes very light
and graceful baldequing or hip Hounces. All heavy trim-
roings are, a3 may be inmflned. eschewed during the very
hot weather, the object of coutwridres in making summer
gowns beingto gain a maximnum of lightness, both in colour
and textare, and not to sdd to the weight by superituous
decorativa,  Besidea which, nothing looks uglier than heay:
tzimmings of any kind on thin materials, unless it be wea
and meagre-looking trinimings on bandsome silks, such as
broeades, Lyens velvets, or Louis velveteens,

The large sununer bats are now enjoying their heyday of
popularity. They are bent and jerked about into all sorta
of senseless, though very becoming shapes, and are tied on
by long narrow sirings of velvet generally upon the left
side, whenee they (the strings, be it understood) are allowed
to drop earelessly down on te the shoulder. Tusern, Leg-
horn, and the new coloured rice straws are all the raye, to-
gether with & more serviceable sailor shape with narrow

rim turped up all round, said brim gradvally fading into
insignificnnee as it reaches the back o% the head. A light
role of chitfon or a little lace ie mimiply draped reond the
base of the erown, while on the left side, slightly towarda
the front, three wee satin rosettes, arranged in & haimony
of colour, form a big powpen, from whieh rise two narrow
oatrich tips placed back to back, and reminding one of two
notes of interrogation. A delicious fenillis of cream lace,
overhanging in & flounce in froat, mauve and rose satin and
black feathers as trimmings behind, make a quaint and cute
Louia XV. bonnet, that Virota bave somewhat erronecusly
to my mind ehristened the * Grisélidis.’

T must mention also, ere I forget it, the novelty that has
just replaced the old-fashioned, though always pretty,
monogram or crest upon cigar or cigarette case, or upon
portenionnnies. The new style is to have an old silver coin
set in, or o, the leather in the left-hand upper corner of
the article, and npon which in ancient characters are en-
graved the crest of the owner, while in guise of & motto
aronnd, the name is quaintly arraaged. This is & curious
and very pretty style, and may be carried ont as well in
gold as in silver ;" the favourite colours for gentlemen in
leather goods siill appear to be a very dark navy blee, cigar
brown, dark olive or duck green, or the old and ever nseful
black. For ladies there are some exquisite shades in light
colonrs, while fashionable note paper is now nezrly always
embossed with siiver, and on cne page carries two shades,
the margin being of & much lighter tint than the other part
of the page. This novelty, in grey, mauve, and soft biue,
is rather pretty, althougk, after all issaid and done, nothing
is io such g taste as colourless paper and envelopes, ar of
ivory tone, neatly and unostestatiously stamped.

FOR THE GIRL WHO RIDES.

ra By MISS J, H, CHADWICK,

RHAPXS the cost of a riding-kablt stands in
the way when gitls have opportunities to
use n friend's horse, or, to hire one on
ressonable terms, Tailor's prices are cer-
tainly prohibitery, aud even in the large
shops—where the fit and hang of the skirt
are uncertain — they are dear; for the
babit and trousers alone; leaviog hat,
gloves and whip unprovided for.

Fortunately it is not absolutely necessary
to go ta n tailor, or even a shop, to get a very presentable
habit at & moderate price. Any girl who does her own
dresamaking, or has it done in the house, can achieve s
very satisfactory dress.

Of course, if you ride in the country any comfortably
fitting skirt, a blouse waist, and a sailor hat will not only
look very well, but prove comfortable and useful in summer’;
while for autumm and winter a fleece-lined jersey, supple-
mented in cold weather by s npeatly-fitting covert coat—
with & tarpaulin sailor—will do very well.  Bnt to ride in
town, whether ia park or ring, & girl should be so well
dressed ne to be entirely unconscions of any peculiarity of
attire, or any insppropriate ditterence from those arcand.

And, to begin with, let perfect simplicity be your rule.
The only fariylike celours for & habit are ritle-green, dark
blue, dark brown, and seme of the very darkeat slate.grays,
searcely to be distinguished from black., If you mre for-
tunate enough to puseess & second habit for wunuuer, lev it
be a grey—not too light—or a dark refi-au leit, or souff-
colant,

Muke it as plainly as possible. The peapls who rejoice
in «howy waistcuats snd cufts, or open-breasted Lindices
with & inannish shirt bosom and scarf, or & V-shaped turo-
nver collar, are net desirable models to copy.  Some of the
uisra-fushionables, it is true, indulge in eccentricities of
tan or even scatlet waistcoats, but it ia only for banting
A0l in the country. The real *ewells,” bath here and in
England, keep the hahit severely plain, and therefore, in-
contestably more stylish than it could be made by porsible
addition of novel fushions or uroamentation.

True "style " in anything demands appropriateness, aud,
fur active exercise, which may under sume circumstances
involve m certain smount of risk, the whole attire shonld be

neat, trim, comfortable, convenient and workmanlike. To
this end, first of all, discard your eorsats, or, if you have
becomie a slave to & habic as pernicions as the cigarette
habit, leave off the ordinary instrnment of torture and get
a pair of riding-corsets, which are short, eany, flexible, wnd
without the froot steel or buoekls, which in case of n fall
m? become & serions danger.

ut there are very few healthy girls in this sensible cen-
tary, who could not soon accustom themsslves to & simple
waist, whether Eqnipose, Flint, Fistcher, Jenness-Miller,
or any other make which fita; and the chances are that
having once ldoﬁetod it for riding, she will atick to it for
life, ta the great benefit of her health and good looka

And note one thing, girls, you will navar see a woman
with a wasp-waist and disproportionately high, broad
shoulders and putly bust who rides wellL She ean't, and
that is all there is about it

The day has long gone by when it was neceasary to argue
in favour of trousers versus akirts, Everyone now roalizes
the superiority from svery possible point of view—comfort,
groce, safery, and decency—of the former For the home-
made habit the best thing to do in to buy & pair of riding-
tighta, whith are to be had in dark.coloured stockingette, at
any large draper's or ladies’ tailor. They fit perfectly, are
warm in winter and eool in snmmer, and do not require
boots, By putting a row of buttons at the ankle, and nsing
& pair of elastic strape—also to be had at any tailor’s, and
by far the most comiortable—they look like neat gaiters.
Ur in very cold weather they may be supplemented by fleece-
lined leather ® spatae,’ reaching to the knees.

The bodice should be, az before said, plain and well-fitting,
and tailor finish ; simple stitching and ope row of small
buttons ; linen cuffs and collar, or & mere edge of white
sewed in at throat end wrists, with a small pin.

The skirt, which is the most serious part of the whele, is
fastened secnrely to the waiat by *pmooseneck’ hooks and
strong eyelets placed Aronnd the waistband. It should be
long enongh to cover the right foot by fuily six inches, and
full emough for comfort, The abeurdly short and tight
habits have 'pona out,’ accordiag te the best English
authorities. The ioweredee of the skirt should hang—when
the wearer is in the saddle—in a perfectly straighe line, and
to this end it is made much longer on the right side of the
front, and has & knee-piece, which fits accurately over the
right knee and pummel. [t is this knee-piece with the
gores over the hips, which makes it so very ditlienlt ta
ht.

However, if the habit is to be really home-made, and yon
are willing to take a great deal of pains, you can, with the
help of a pattern, achieve a very.{zood result. Try to fic it
on & saddle—which you ean no doubt borrow for the par-
pose—and be sure it sats perfectly over knee and hips ; that
there are no wrinkles to sit on, and that it hangs straight
abd smooth, with oo fulness and no druwing ; then mark
with chalk the place for the heel and toe-straps ; when they
are ot there should be no drawing, pleatings or follness
except one long diagonal wrinkle from waist to hemn
It is & good ides, beeides lining the knee-piece with
silesia, 1o re-inforce it outside with the material of the kabit,
which can be ripped off when worn ; but this is auch a neat
job it requires some dexterity. An excellent fashion much
tollowed, is t¢ make the skirt without a hem, allowing the
selvedge to form the hem; although in a good tirm cloth
even this is un, y. This | the risk of accidents
in case of & tall, a8 it allowe the skirt to tear more easily ;
and althongh & good rider does not, or should oot fall, she
shonld always be prepared for the emergency.

Now, as to materiala: ladies’ cloth, tweed and English
serge—smooth finish—are all good, The necessary quantity
of tfty-four or ifey-six-inch guods is from four and-a-half o
five yards. Line your waist with white alwaye; farmers’
satin, silk, or & very good silesia, or line jeans would do.
Buitons should be small and dark.

The hat may be a beaver or & Derby, well-fitting, and,
preferably, with a black getv veil, withou! ends. A puod
plan is to measnre the veil over the hat, then gather the
eads in to & batton and elastic hoop, so that the veil is easy
to pat on or remave,

oy gloves which are found most comfortable will do,
but colour is limited to tans, greys, and white wash-
leather, and the long gauntlets, which are beginuing te
creep in, are too mwilitary for & quiet vaste. The whip ia
al~0 a matter ot taste ; so with one more counsel, the sum-
ming up may be made, and the cost of & home-made habit
computed.

T)l(mt counse!l is :—don't wear diamond earrings ot horse-

WHY DON'T THE MEN PROPQSE?

Pakuvox, oh pray, a maiden’s sighs and blushes,
1z I make bold zo ask but once again

A questiou proper 1o tuy hopes and wishes;
Without one thought to give oifence or pain,

Yet the desire to know upon me rushes,
To stifle which I try, bat all iz vaip,

But, tw briog bush. beating o a close,

The question is, * Why don’t the men propose ¥’

I've goue to football and to ericket matches
In hope ut last one of my own to score,
Croquet and lawn teanis bave tried by anatches,
Aud reckoned quite an adept st the oar ;
Have golling gone across the heathy patches,
And gnthered shelle along the breezy shore,
And many haunts where one would fain suppose
Matchea were made, and men would all propose.

E'en to bazaars and socials I have gone

With hope delusive there to senl my fate ;
As *primrose dame’ my charms sednctive sbhone

For some great prop of mash-tun, Cianrch and State
But all in vain labour and wniiles were speat,

None 'mongst them all with me inclined to mate,
%o, with those pifta as lovely aa the rose,
1 ask in vain ' Why don't the men prupose ¥
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