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CHAPTER VIIL

'S AND DOWNS,

OHN OLPHERT severed his conpection with
Brightatone and emigrated to Australis, leaving
bis only child Gernld--as the reader already
knows—inthechargeof his Aunt Eniilia,residing
at Finchley. John Ulphert experienced many
of the ups and downs incidental to colonisi life,
but in course of tin amassed a considerable
Aom of money, which he deposited in une of the
Melbooroe banks, after deducting his usual re-
mittances to hiz maiden sister. At last, after
an absence of several years, be felt an uncoa-

trollable desire to see his only child again, so selling his

share in the ® Enterprise’ claim, he bade good-bye to %us
chums, and came into Melbourne ta consalt & lawyer with
regard Lo the title deeds of some land which he had por-
chased near that place. Finding that a vessel would be
leaving for the Old Conntry in the course of a few days, he
bought his ticket, and baviog seen his baggage safely
xtowed on board, he called at the baok and drew out a sutfi-
cient sum for current expenses, and then strolled dowa to
admire the alterations which were being rapidly carried on
in all directions, and which were transforming Melbourne
fron a collection of tents and settlers’ huts to what was
eventually to beconie one of the largest and finest cities in

the Southern hemisphere. .

When returning to the ship he met a wan who elaimed to
have known kim when he was conaected with the banking
establishment of Maxwell, Flinders, and Co., and 8 few in-
quiries soon convinced Mr Glpbert that the roan was, sBtany
tate, well posted in the eventa which had occurred in con-
nection with the tirmy, but he could not remember baving
met the gentleman belore, and waa not inclined, therefore,
ta pive him mnuch encouragemeat.- The other was, how-
ever, so peraistent, and withal so good-humoured in his re-
marks, and evidently very little abashed by his companion’s
coniness, that he eugpested that the two should repair toa cer-
tain hotel to dine. Mr Olphert, against his better judpment,
consented. After dinoer they took a walk together into
the suburbs, and the atranger offered Mr Qlphert a drink
from a Hask which he carried. Mr Olphert sccepted his
ofler, and remembered no more till he eame to bis senses,
and found himself lying on the sea-beach some miles distant
from Melbourne. ﬁow he reached there he never learmed.
He only kuew that he must have been exposed for some
houre, as whea he awoke to consciousness the sun was beat-
ing down on bis aoaprotected face, and when be attempted
to rise his brain seemed * reeling.” As scon as he was suffi-
ciently recovered be returned to Melbourue, but though he
mpde every inquiry with the objeet of  discoveriog the
whereabouts of his quondam friend, all his efforts were of
no avail.  His purse and watch and chain had been stolen,
but luckily he End left his cheque-book and the major por-
tion of his bank notes on board ship. As it was, he ca?lo
again at the bank and drew a draft on one of the London
banks for the balance of his account, and shortly afterwarda
~ailell fur the old country, and in due conrse arrived at his
sister'n residence in the Fiochley Road, where, aa niay bae
iuessed, ke received 8 hearty welcome. Hia son Gernld,
whan he had left a child of two years, had developed into
& ol -looking intelligent buy, wEn was gow at home oo his
holidays from the Harlow Grammar School.

During the few years that followed, life at the little villa
T&l 01 in & very even groove, till one day John Glphert
emne home complaining of a pain in bis l{md A doector
was sent for, and, after examination, prononnced that his
patient was sutfering from inlammation of the brain. From
that day Mr (3lphert's health got gradually worse, until at
leogth he was confined to his bed altogether, and he felt
that the enl was naot very far off, With carefal nureing he
recevered fran: the original complaint, bat bis health seemed
in sume way to be undermined, aud townrd the close of &
lovely day in June, just at sunset, John t)lphert teii meleep
to wake acain in that better world where it is always day,

CHATTER IX,

A¥ren his father's death Gerald and hirasnt went to reside
wilh some friends of the faniily living in Edinbore’, Scot.
land, a2l it wae while on this visit that Emilia was per-
susdedt ta let her nephew stay till he was old enough to enter
his nanie as student at the [ niversity in that seat of learn-
ing. Here, then, by dint of hard work and attention to his
studlies Liernld §rmlunte1| with heoours, apd as he was
destined for the leyal profession, jurisprudence became his
npecial atudy.  (to leaving eollege he returned to Bright-
stoue, and entered the vitice of an eminent lawyer there—
Mr Elgbaston by anme — who, recognising the talents of
lis eolleague, entruated one nr iwo important cases to his
charge, which he managed to bring to s ancceasful imsue,
earning Fur hinmself considerable loea, notoriety.

It 9o teanwpired that Syuire Ciklield of Oakfield Grange,
had -casion to consult ;:iq legal advisers with refeience 1o
the recovery of sowe land wdjvining the Unkfield estate.
The family lawyer happened to be the aame gentlenian
with whom (ierald Was cu-operating, and as Mr Edgbaston's
I'Tesence wan rechlrell to attend An important Chancer
case in Lomdon, the Nqnire's case waa entriwnted to Gerald.
Che Syaire was no pleased with the manner in which. the
?-gmng lawyer conducted the aMair, and entertainsd such &
il epinion of his nualitications niental and aocial, that he
not only gave hint preasing invitations to spend the shooting
#eason At the Grrange, bt he lost no o pportunity of urging
hin o ride nver in his leisnre Lime and }m'uh up hineveninga
anttigat the Squire's own guesza, with the tesuit that

Gieruld Ulphert mnd Uonstance (dakbiehl were thrown very
miuch into each others company, and av & consequence the

yoang coople fell deeply in love Althongh not actoally
engaged, atill it was tacitly enderstood smongst their most
intimate friends that the rizing and popular young lawyer,
Greratd Ulphert, locked npon (‘onstance s the woman who
was one day to be his lawiul, wedded wife.

CHAPTER X.
A TERRIBLE TIME.

THE ball was over at the tirange. The guests had all de-
parted, aod the ladies of the household were left discussing
the merita and demerita of the eveming’s entertainment,
when suddenly A hurried pull was heard at the ball bell,
and the next moment a man with a white, excited face was
ushered into the drawing-roon.  Thae ladies started in some
alarm, for the expression on the man’s face betokened some
calamity. Edith waa the first to find her voice, and turning
to the man, whom she recognised as her father's head game-
keeper, James Fenton by name, shes saked him what had
happened.

* A gentlemsan has been shot, miss, dn_wn by the old atone
quarry, and Mr Olphert sent me for assistance.”

At the mention of her lovers name Constance changed
celonr, and without waiting to_hear forther particalars, the
ladies hastened downstaira to find the Squire. By this time
the news had apread amonget the rest of the goeats who
werestaying at the Grange that a gentleman bad been shot
and &s the atone quarry described was only a few hundr
yards from the lodge gates, lanterns were quickly pro-
cared, and one or two of the gentlemen, the Squire himself
being of the nomber, Aind two of the male servants, were
8000 on their way to the scene of the disaster, gmided by
the keeper who bad brought the information. On the way
the Squire closely gnestioned the man as to how the aeci-
dent—if mecident it really was—had happened, bot could
elicit nothing beyond the fact that the man, while proceed-
ing to his nightly watch near the phessant preserves, had
heard a shot fired, and thinking it might mean poachers,
bad hurried cautiously in the direction of the sound, being
Jjoined by his underkeeper, George Malcolm, and when the
two men reached & spot, ebout midway between the stome

its and the Finchley Road, they canie acroes Mr (Gerald
E}lphert, who was stooping over the body of ancther gentle-
man, snd that the latter was moaxning as if in mortal pain.

‘Who was the wounded gentleman ¥ questioned the
Squire.

‘I hadn’t time to notice much, sir, as Mr Olphert, seeing
who it was approaching, called ont excitediy to me, saying :
'* s that you, Fenton? Haon to the Grange as faat as yom
can for mesistance. A gentleman has been shot, and tell
the Squire to bring some brandy, and, if possible, bring i,
Oakbeld along with you. Quick, wan there’s no time to
lose I” and I harried away ; but here we are at the spot,
sir,’ and as the party turned & corner of the drive leading
on to the main road, the moon came out from behind a
cloud, and Gerald Olphert was discovered on his knees,
bending over and supporting some dark object lying on the
ground.

' Too late, doctor,' 2aid Gerald, as I'r. Oakfield horried
in advance of the rest. *I'm afraid he is beyond yoaor
aid.’

Exclamations of astonishment and horror burst almost
simultanecusly from the lips of tha geatlemen as they saw
that the Lody was that of Mr Dixon, and as some of them
recalled the dispute that had takex place in the ball-reom,
they anxionsly awaited sonie explanation from Gerald.

‘This is & sad_affair, Olphert,’ said Dr. Uakfield, atter
examining the body snd ascertaining that life was extinet.
‘ How did it bappen ¥

* That is more than T can tell you,' Gerald replied, <1
was proceeding howewards when I heard a shot tired from
the direction of the old stone quarry. My frst thooght
suggested poachers, but on second consideration I eame te
the conclusion that no poacher would be rash encugh to bre
within sueh a short distance of the Lodge gates, ao being
curious to find out who had fired the shot, 1 hastened in the
direction from which the report seenied to have come, and
when near the quarry was startled by a moan as of some
one in mortal pain. Just at the same moment the moon,
which had been temporarily hidden by & dark bank of cloude,
»hone out in all its brilliancy, and on lookiog around 1 dje-
covered the body of Mr Dixon lying in a pocl of hloed,
which, upon exsmination, I foand proceeded from & wound
in the side of his teniple. I had scarce time to stoop down
and lift the poor fellow's head on to my knee when your
gawmekeeper, Jares Fenton, came har ing up to knuw what
had happened. I sent hirm at onee for a-sistance, while 1
staunched the wound as well as I was able with wy haod-
kerchief, but all was of no avail, and Jnst before yon arrived
Mr Ddixon's breathing became more and 1nore la yred, tiil
at length it ceased altogether.’

As Gerald binished his explanation the Hquire directed
two of hie men servants and the twu keepers to place the
budy of the dead 1:an ou & stretcher, which had been tem.
porarily conatructed, and the little party wended igs way
slowly back to the tiraage.

* Wha conld have fired the shot ¥ yaestioned Major Stuart
“ That is the my-tery.’

‘ Yes, it certainly ia & very strange affair,’ rejoined the
Squire, ‘and as horrible asatrange, I will send information
at unce to Lhe police,” Turning to Gersld he aaid, * Did ¥ou
pass anyone on the road, ()lphert ¥

‘ Not a soul,’ replied the yentleman addressed, *and I can
in no way acconnt for the sad occurrence.’

Nu mure was spoken on the subject till 1he party grrived
nt the Grange, when the ¥ waa placed, by the Bquire's
orders, in the library, there to swait the ost morten and
the coronet's inguest.

The ladies were linrror-stricken when they learned that
the bouly wan that of Mr Francis Dixeon, and” althuugh de-

toased had not been very popular with the fair sex at the
Grange, yet now in the presence of such & fearfol ealamity
hin fanlta were furgotien, or at any rate, mercifally
coverad, lnd“fitz took the place of resentment in their
feelings towards him e they realized that he had been in
s moment snddenly called into the presence of bis Maker
with all his sins upon him,

CHAPTER XL

WHO DID THE DEED!

THERE was very little aleep for the members of the Grange
household that night, and early next morning fashionable
society in Brightatone was startied to its fonndations when
the local papers annonnced in large vy * Bnapected mur-
der at Finchley. Gentleman shat whilst on hia way home
from a ball at Oakfield Grange,’ ete., etc. Many were the
surmises as to the motives nctuating the sy posufmm’derer,
and various were the reasons assigned, but there was a
pretty yeneral concensus of opinion 1n favour of the concln-
mion that revenge hai been the primary motive. Tha fact
that & gold watch and chain had been found in the vest
pocket, aord some bank notes for & eonsiderable amouant
also being foond in the inside breast-pocket of the deceased

ntlemian’s dress coat, seemeld clearly to indicate that rob-

ry, at sny rate, had little to do with the nrotives for the
murder—if murder it really was—unless the criminal had
been disturbed in the act. A gloom, sndden and verrible,
seemed to have fallen over the towns of Finchley and
Brightatone. Buosiness men, usually too busy to discuss
any subject of greater importance than £. 8. d. now talked
of little else than the Finchley murder, for it was very
generally conceded that the act would resoive itself into that
title eventnally. Little knota of men gathered at the street
corners and in the workshops, and everywhere the principal
topie of conversation was the same, The local sergeant of

ice and two of his men had been down to the spot where
g’ardd Olphert bad discovered the body, and detectives
from Seotland Yard were axrected by the night express, bat
up to the time of the arrival of the coroner no evidence was
fortheoming to prove how the decesnsed gentleman had met
his death. A jury was, however, empanelled, and after
hexring the evidence of Gerald Olphert, Fenton, the game-
keeper, and his anderkeeper, as well as that of Squire and
Dr. Oakfield and others, the jory retorned a verdiet to the
effect vhat * Deceased died from the effects of a gan-shot
wonund, bat there was not eufficient avidence to prove by
whom the wonnd was inflicted.”

The late Mr Dixon’s parents had been commuonicated with,
but as they happened to be abeent from their town residence
at the time, some delay ocenrred before the intelligence
reached them. Un the day following the coroner’s inguest a
canige drawn by a pair of high-stepping horses entered
the lodge gutes leading to Oakfield Grange, aod upon the
carriage stopping at the front door, a lsdy and gentleman
dressed in deep mourning stepped out, and the gectleman
handed his card to the footman who opened the door with
& request that he would convey it at once to his master.
The man ushered them into an ante-room, sod went slong
to_the- drawing-room to the Squire.

The latter took the card from the salver, and saw that
the imprint indicated *Mr and Mrs Dixon, Elmsleigh House.*
He turned to the fontman, who was respectfully awaiting
his plessure. *Show them in, William, and afterwards re.
guest the butler to bring in some wine,’ and as the servant
left the room, Squire Oakfield rose from his ehair, realizing
ibat he bad & very aapleasant task to perform,

In n few minntes the footman returned and nshered tis
visitors into the room, and having placed chaira for them,
at a nod from his master retired.

Mr Dixon introduced his wife and himself to the Squire,
#mil the latter, turning to the iady, remarked, * Take &
seat, Mra Diixon. T regret exceedingly the wohappy wir
cametances to which 1 am indebted for this visit. lieve
mé, you have my beart-felt sympathy in your sadden be-
Teavement.”

* Yes, it is, indeed, a fearful blow,’ she replied, ‘ and so
unexpected and horrible that T can bardly realise even yet
that it ja trne. But please lot ua know bow it bappenad.*

At this juncture the butler appeared with the wine, and
the Squire, pouring some into a glass, handed it to Mrs
Dixon, and then, as briefly a=s possible, told his visitors alt
he knew of the nnfortunate occurrence, omitting, for the
mother's sake, some of the more sickeniog details, At the
conclusion of the sad tale Mm Dixon seemed completely
overcome, 50 the Squire rang the bell for a servant, and
when the mao appeared he was directed to ‘send Miss
Laura up at ouce.”” By the time the young lady arrived on
the scene Mra Dixon had somewhst recovered, and the
Squire hoped the ladies wonld pardon the ahsence of Mr
Dixon and himself for a short time, as it waa necessary four
them to discoss some matters of importance in eounection
with the recent unbappy occurrence.

Down the long cortidor, hung with numerous paintings of
dead and gone Qaktelds, the two men paced, and from
thence out on to the lawn, but it was not ontil they had
reached a secluded part of the ground that Mr Dixon, turn-
ing %o his companion said, * Well, Squire, you have not told
me all.  Who was my son’s murderer *'

‘Mz Ltixon, I speak the truth when I assare you that 1
do not know. More than this [ dare not at presént say.’

‘ Listen to me, Squire Oakbield,’ replied the other. *I
know yuu to be a gentlenian, and therefore do not dream of
doubting the truth of any statement you may be pleased to
make, tut-—-' and here he looked eearchiogly into 1rhe
Squire's face, * yon snspect someone. I read it in your
manner. YWho is it 7

‘Lo not press me to reply,' said the Sqoire. ‘I will
answer yoi this far. Since the coreners inquest the police
have been pearching for some clue to the murder, but itk
within sbout two honrs previous to the arrival of Mra Dixon
and yoorself at the Grange they had discovered nothiog
that could in any way aasiat then in unraveiling the mys-
tery, but in dragging the lake nesr the scene of the catius-
trophe'—the Squire purposely avoided the ugly word
marder, and quDixnn mentally noted the fact, ' the police

'geant discovered A mix-chamber revolver of pecnlinr
workmanship, and with only one barrel empty, Tiie
weapon he quietly took poesession of, and brought it L
ms for identilication, &nd I immediately rtecognized
it as the property of a geotlernan with whom I
anm intimately acquainted, but whom I am morally
certaln had no more to do with the wotual marder
thao I hed inyself. However, the polica are ovidently of




THE NEW ZEALAND GRAPHIC.

99

different opinion, and altbough they would prefer ebtaining
more conclusive evidence before proceeding to extreme
messures, yat at the same time they desm i necessary to
closely waich the actions of the gentleman I hava mentioned,
of course, unknown to himself. The ofticers expect that
the cloe already obtained will eventoally lead to the dis-
eovery of the person wlose hand committed the dastardly
nct.  As | have stated, I am almost positive, nay, I feel
ahsolutely certain that the police have mistaken their man,
ancl will be compelled to look in another direction. I would
almost s soon aus my own son as the gentleman whom
the detectives think it their duty to '*shadow,” as they term
it; yet thers are ona or two aAwkward facts brought to light
which may be misconstrued by prejudiced or malicions
persons, and may lead to unpleasant eon:fliesﬁonn. Youn
will, I feel sure, pardon me, Mr Dixon, if for the present
I withhold the gentleman's name. 1 can assnre fou every
effort is being mede to solve the mystery, and I have in-
structed the polies to offer £190 reward for the apprebension
and conviction of the person or persons implicated. I may
mention that the circomstances coonected with the finding
of the revolver are at present known only to the police
sathorities and ruyself, as the lake was drmigxed in the early
morning, and so far the knowledge haa not heen disclosed to
anyone else.’

* Forgive me, Squire,’ returned Mr Dixon,’ I quite agree
with the steps yon are taking and thank yoo very much for
your interest in the matter, You may double the rum
offered, for while the unl’.imel{ fate of my son has shocked
and pained me almoat beyond expression, yet for his sake,
and for the eake of my family, I shall leave no stone un-
turoed till the murderer bas been ron to earth. You recog-
pize the necessity of this, do yon not?

* Certainly,” replied the Squire,’ *and I, for one, trmat

that your efforts may prove successful.’

CHAPTER XIL

ABOUT a week after the viait of Mr and Mrs Dixon to
Squire Oakfield, a benevolent-looking, eldecly gontleman in
apectacles, dressed in a snit of breadeloth, md wearing an
immaculate white collar, with tie to match, might have E)ocn
observed slowly wending his way along the Camberwell
Road, London, his eyes bent upon the ground, and his
brows knit as if some problem had presented itself to his

nuind which be found considerable dificulty io solving. In
his right hand he carried & neat black leather , apd his
appearsuce geunerally, seemed to indicate that he was a

minster of the Gospel. There was nothing remarkably
striking about the gentleinan, and nigeteen out of every
twenty of the people who passed him on the road never
turned to bestow on him & second glance. As he approached
the more frequented streets, however, a close observer
might have d a slight eh in his d . Tre,
he walked along &t nearly the aams pace, and his right hand
xtill keps its hold of the little black bag, but his eyes were
no longer bent upon the ground before him ; instead, they
laoked out from behind bisspectacleswitha very keenglanee;
in fact, nothing seemed to escape their penetrating gaze.
Unce, a8 the clergyman stepped aside to avoid collision with
a spruce-looking gentlenian, who was hurrying in the nr-
ite direction, the bag I have mientioned was acc'uienml({y
nocked agaiost & lamp-post, end emitted a ringing sound,
sach as would be c¢ansed by two metallic substances, like
iron and steet when bronght into sharp contact with each
other. At the sound the benevolent-looking old clergyman
lauced from the hag to the man who had passed in such
Easte, and amiled as if the counection between the man and
the contents of the bag had aroused some pleasurable re-
miniecence. *Have a care, my young friens,' soliloquised
the clergyman. *“Be very mm{uf now, of we shall renew
onr acquaintance before long, so I warmn {ou,’ muttering
which he hailed & passing hansom, and taking his seat in
the vchicle, directed the cabman to drive to Faddington
Kailway Station. Upon arriving at the atation the eler,
man alighted, and after paying t%m eabby his fare p ed
to make his way to the kiong office. He did not procare
& ticket, however, but after a swift glance at the faces of
those gathered round the ticket box, he continued oz his
way down the platform.
'[’he elde:ly gentleman's maovements seemed to have some
tion for Poli L, 21, who wae on duty in the
vicinity, for no sooner did he catch sight of the clergyman
than he immediately made it his daty to saunter io the
same direction, and brushing paat him near the bock-stall,
eaid, in & voice which indicated that his remarks were in-
tended solely to catch the ear of the gentleman be was ad-
dressing, ' 11.15, South train. Alone.’ The elergyman half-
turned, gave the constable a slight look of recognition, and
beat hia?el.d to imply that he had heard the remark and
understood ita meaning, and &t once became apparently ab-
sorbed in the contents of a book which be hac{)lifted from
the book-stall.” The book must have been an interesting
one, for the gentleman mree]{ raised his eyes whilst perna-
ing it, save when he turned & leaf. Presently, bowever, he
closed the book, just At the moment whea a tall, dark,
geatlemanly-locking man came hurrying along the platform
¢losely followed by a hotel-porter, the latter carrying in his
hande, & Gladetone bag an. & gentleman's travelling rug.
Ag the two the book stall the clergyman noticed that
the bag which the porter was carrying was marked with a
monogram, *G.0." in gilt letters, and aa the dark gentle-
nan reached the door of an empty first-class smoking
carriage, the clergyman saw him turn to the porter ve.
marking an he did so, * yoo are guite sure the rest of the

lugiage is all right ¥
*Yes, sir,” responded the man. *I lsbelled them for
Fiachley, and put them on the luggage van myself.’
*Thanks,’” replied the gentleman, and handing the man
wome silver for Ein trouble, the porter toached his hat mnd
went off. The clergywan also left the platform for s brief
apace of time sud made his way to the ticket office, and
hnv:ns procared a * lirst class single ticket for Finchley,' re-
:frne to the compartment occupied by the dark gentle-
an.

..The Iatter, in the meanwhile, had divested hiniself of bis
allk_hn&, for which he had substituted a tweed one, acd now
Bat in & corner of the car with & pile of papers and books on
the cushions at his side. Iu & few momenta tLhe starting-
!’e” rang, porters rashed along the platform calling out,

All aboard | Tuke your seats plemsa? the clerpyman
tepped into the compartment occupied by the dark pas-
a:oger, the guard blew his whistle, and the engine with it«
liviog freight rnshed on its journey. For some miles the
twn gentlemen did nothing but read their papers, till at
Iast the younger man, feeling an inclinetion ):ver & cigar,

drew oat his cigar case, which be politely handad across to
hix fellow. passenger, with the reqnest that he ' wouald oblige
him by taking & cigar.” The elderly gentleman, whilsc
thanking him for his courtesy, assuroed ﬁm that * being [
martyr to dyspepsia, his medical adviser had ordered him
to discontinoe amoking. After this slight break they both
lapsed into silence ugain, and became absorbed in the con-
tenta of their respective papern. Hml the dark tleman
been aware of the true name and cecupation of ﬁl!enelderly
passenger, it is qoestionable whether he would have been so
unconcerned abont him, for the psendo clergyman was none
other than that mstute ntleman, Mr Jeremiah Flint, ex-
sergeant in Her Majoaty's Police Force. and at the present
time a ber of the d ive staff of Scotland Yard,

Loundon.

An the train stop at u little roadside utation for the
purpose of putting off a few passengers, Mr Flint, in a mild
tens of voice, addressed his companion. *1 your pardon,
sir, but ean you inform me what time this train shonld ar-
rive at Finchleg

¢I believe £.30 p.m. is the time, nccording to Bradshaw,’
reaponded the other.

*Oh, thank yon, thank you,” effusively from Mr Flint.
‘I do hope I shall not be over carried. 1 mentioned to the
guard to be sore to let me know when we arrived at Finch-
ley. I trust be won's furget to do so."

‘*Yon may make your mind easy on that score,’ replied
the dark gentleman, ‘ ms { get ont at Finchley myself."

‘Do you really? Then %'ll not worry myself any more
about the matter. Hy-the-bye, I notice that the papers are
still pretty fuil of the Oakfield marder which occarred
there the other day. What s shocking atfair that was to Le
sure, bat, pardon me, perhaps yon were acquainted with
the nnhappy man who met such a terrible fata.’

The gentleman thos ap ed to removed his cigar from
between his lips as he replied, * Yes, I Lad s alight acquaint-
ance with the poor fellow, bat as the snbject is a rather
suinfnl one {0 me, yon muat excase me if [ prefer not to

iscose it,” with which remark he resumed his cigar, at the
smea time bestowiog a searching look on his questioner.

The latter’s face, however, wore such a benige aspect, and
appearsd to express se much regret lest he had, uninten-
tionalty, wounded she feelings of his companion, that the
geutleman felt that he had been rather curt in his answer
to the old e¢lergyman, =0 to make some amends he addressed
M Flint again.  * You seem interested in this case, sir ¥

* Yes, yes,' raplied that gentleruan, with svme emotion.
“It was a sudden cail for the young fellow ’ (and to do the
ex-sergeant jostice, we must add that he was not incapable
of appreciating the moral underlying the remark he had juat
uttered) *and,” he continged, © I have heard it stated that a
few hourn before he met his death he had gnarrelled with
anuther gentleman, and had been foreibly expelled from the
Grange, ha being at that time in a state of intoxication ;
and it was also scated that the gentleman with whom the
deceased had been quarrelling had been heard to threaten
he would horsawhip him.'

‘1 am bappy to be in a position to contradict part, at any
rate, of your statement, and since we have approached the
subject, and it is evident, from your remarks, that roia-
chievoua reports are in cirenlation, 1 think it is time some
steps were taken to refute these assertions ; so allow nie to
inform you that this statement ahout threatening to horse-
whip the gentleman, and the other about his being forcibly
expelled frum the Grange, are entirely withont foundation,
and must have originated in the brain of some evil-minded
or thoughtless individual with & morbid tendency to ex-
aggeraion,’

‘Indeed " replied Mr Fiint. *I am extremely glad to
hear it. I was afraid that if the reports were to be relied
npon, the consequences, se far as the young gentieman who
quarreiled with the decessed was cuncerned, might have
been of & serious nature, as I believe he was the first person
to discover the body of the mordered man ; and as it ap-
pears that no ooe else saw the deceased, so far ms is At
present known, after he left the ball-room till he was found
dead, why, yoo know, the police, and the public too for that
matter, might have put an ugly construction on the circum-
etantial evidence at their disposal, But if, a# you say, the
report about the quarrel, £tc,, is gotrue, then, of conree, no
suapicion conld attach to the other gentleman, whose name,
I 1 miscake not, ia (Vphert.'

Mr Flint noticed that his companion started, and his
features grew & trifle paler than before. Then be turned
angrily towards the deteetive, and selecting & eard from his
card-case, he handed it acroes to him, remarking as he did
20, * Perhaps you will be good enough to refer your friends
who ma{ be desirous of obtaining relicble information to
the gentleman named on that card, with wy compliments.’

Mr Flint took the card, and on inspecting it read that the
name and address printed om it were

GFERALD OLPHERTIT,
Temple Chambers, Brightstone,
and
Haverstock Vitlia, Finchicy,

Extending his hand, be eaid with eome show of feeling,
‘ Pardon an old man's garrulity, Mr Olphert, T am afraid
my remarks have given you pain.’

* Oh, it's all right,’ sald Gerald, * bot if I may be allowed
to offer. advice to one older than myself, I would say, den't
be too ready to credit all yuu may hear till you have heard
the other mide of the question. But here we are at another
station,’ and as the train alowed up Uerald atepped vut oo
to the platform, the guard intimaring thac the passengers
were allowed balf an bour for refreshrents.

When the atarting bell rang Gerald found that he would
have other compeany for the remainder of the journey, aa
several fresh passengers had joined tle train, and by the
time he had taken hia seat again the compartment which ha
oaccupied wan fairly well tilled, so that he mad Mr Flint wera
unable to contioue their comversation, much to Gerald's
relief, 'When the train eventually stopped at Finchley,
Gersld jum, into a cab, and waa driven to his aunt's
residence, Haverstock Villa, while the reverend.looking
gentleman took a circuit, and at last brought himself up at
the local police quarters.

CHAPTER XIII
"3V E seek to mount the still ascending stalr
‘To greatnems, glory, and the crowns they benr;
* We mount tg fnn Renrl-alckenud In despair.’
LiWVEk.
Tk day following the arrival of Detective Flint, at Finch-
ley & rumonr waws in circulation that the rising and popular

-

young lawyer, Gerald Olphert, had been arrested oo &
warmant zigned by the local magistrate, charged on suapicion
with tha murder of Mr Frances Dixon. The news came to
many like & thnndan:l.l% The moat intimate frienda of tha
suspected mmn were horriied and indigoant, sod ew-
phatically vowed that ’ the thing was im ible ; abaurd.’

‘What " said Gerald’s friend, Staniey Grahame, " Gerald
Ulphert & murderer? It'sa m base falsehood ! He woulda't
hurt a worm that crossed his path, much less take the life
of a fellow creature. Besides, [ have been in his company
seversl times since the body of Mr Dixun was found, and
whenever he has revarted to the unfortunate ececurrence iv
bas always been accon:panied with expressions of regret at
the notimely end of the murdered gentlewan,’ and Stanley
burried off to the police-station to aedt an interview wili\
his friend, and learn the true state of affairs.

ierald was, as we have previonaly stated, what is teried
' popular,’ snd lmonft hin legal acquaintances aond his
friends at the Girange ha was always spoken of as &' capital
follow," but like many others who enioyed that title, he
was not withoat a circle of envioos acqumintances, who were
always to traverse his actions And assign some
nlterio? motives to every genercos deed, and who, when
the{ heard the news of his arrest shook sheir heads know-
ingly as much an to say, * Ah ! I knew be wasn't such a
model as his bosom friends insinuated : but 1 didm'v think
he was quite so bad as this; although it certainly iz a curious
coincidence that he should have been the only cne near the
apot when the shot waa fired by which poer Dixon met his
fate,' and such like remarks of a similar neture indicative
of their own astuteness, and very poasibly—though they
might not allew this—of their own evil-niindedness, if [ may
be allowed to coin & word.

There was one, however, who heard the news as if she
bad been listening to ber own desth warrant. Constance
Oakbeld was sitting in ber favourite nook in & retired part
of the {imange gardens, little dreaming of the evil spells
which were being woven in her destiny. [t was & lovely
afternoon in Jupe, The bright aun shone in & cloudless
aky, the birds sang gaily as they Hew from tree to tree, and
the soft, drowsy hom of the bees, the fragrant perfume of
the Howers, and the guiet beanty of the stene around her
made har feel that life was, indeed, worth living. From
whera she sat she was enabled to obtain & magnilicent view
of the surrounding country. Rtretehing away in the dis-
tance the river ran winding in and out like a ribben of
silver, passing, in its passage to the mighty ocean, through
fertile valleys and well-timbered parks, by country village
and county tows, gathering volume as it ran from all its
tiny tributaries ; while here and there, half-sheltered by
the surrounding trees, soms little church modestly rearad
ite spire to heaven. U'nder the influence of such a ascene B«
this 1t was listle wonder that the thoughts of Coastance
‘lightly tursed to love,” and as she drew from her pocket a
letter, and perused its contents for the twentieth time that
day, a bappy smiile came into her eyes and wreathed itself
around her almost-perfect mouth, and with sll the ardour
of an affectionate, sensitive nature she exclaimed, * What
have I done to deserve such happinesa? (lod graot I may
prove myself worthy of your love, (ierald, dear.’ The con-
tents of her letter ran somewhat s follows : —

‘My Dakrvine CoxgTance, T hope ta have the pleasure of sceiuﬁ
rum- dear face again on Thurdday next. All being well, I inten
eaving 'addington an Wadnesday, but as {t will be lnte before
the tenin arrives at Fiochley, E shall not be able ta call at the
Grange till the following evening, ro niust possess my saul in

ticnee till that date, 1 need scarcely tell you, my darling, bow

long to sce you again. You have not repented the promise you
gave me, Conrtance I It seenis almast too good ta be true, and is
worth all the Lord Chancetlorshipa in the world.)”

Constance refolded the letter, and put it carefully back
inte her ket again, aod then, softly humming to herseld
the refrain of an old ballad,

* A thing divine, for nothing naturnl [ ever suw s¢ neble.’ .

she rose from her seat and wended her way back throupgh
the garden. Very pretty she looked as she stooped to pluck
a bod from A rose bush growiog near, and had (rerald
Olphert been by her side he would have proclaimed her * the
fairest flower that ever grew." Nhe was dressed in a white
summer egatnme, relieved by light blue bows, aod tle rich
coiis of her Lenoie brown hair were bhalf-hidden by a roguish-
looking gipajy hat, which was coquestiehly tilted to the bnek
uf ber shapely head. Asshe came to a bend in the gravel
walk she saw her sister LLaura coming towarde her, frantic-
ally waving something above her head, As Constance ap-
Eru&ched. her rister provokingly doubled the object up in

er hands, and placing them behind her back, said laugh-
ingiy, ' ** Upen your mouth, and shut your eyes, and gueas
what lie has seat you.” Now, Conatance, a furfeit, mind, if
you fail to guess right the lirst time.’

* A letter,” said Constance.

*Wrong !' returned her sister. * Forfeit that sweet little
rosebud yun wear in your breast, and try again.’

* Now, Laum,’ pleaded the othez, * please do not
me to anything desperate, for you know what a
virago L am when roused,”

tWell, since you give it up,” said Laura, *look I" and she
brought her hands to the front again and handed Constance
an envelope containing a telegram. * This has justarrived,
continued Laura, " and I thought it might contain welcome
pnews of ——. Now don't_blusl, Conzie, fur you know haw
well it becomes you,” and she cunsiderately turned avide,
and becarne, spparently, deeply absorbed in the Howers at
ner feet. She Esd scarcely time to gather more than three
or four, when an exclamation of pain a&nd astonikhment
caused her to turn quickly round, just in lime to observe
her sister, with one hand preased to her brow, and the other
nervonsly clutching the telegram, while her face was paler
than the lilies in the grrden, and a wild, hunted ook was
in her bonnie blue eyes. Laura saw all this at a glaace,
sod sprang forward to cateh her, bat before she could reach
ber side Conntance fell in & swoon to the ground, lLaura
was contiderably alarmed, but her pressnce of mind did nut
forsake her. Hurriedly unfastening the neck of her siater's
dress, she hantened to one of the vrnaniental fountains that
was furtunately oear at hand, and ¢uickly tilling one of the
drinking cups sprinkled the water over the neck and fave uf
Constence, who was moaning pitecusly all the time. 1In
apite of her efforts, however, Constance’s eyes reinained
closed, and her moane became so painfnl te listen to that
Laura decided to rum tn the (rraoge for other asaiatance,
first of all taking the precauting to locssn the telegram from
the hand of Counstance and put it in her own pocket ; then
geatty, but quickiy, lifting the form of her sister vut of 1he
rays of the burnine ang, she rao with all porsible apeed 1o

rovoke
readful
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BY EMILE ZOLA

(Hlt twenty years Father Merlier had
been Mayor of Rocreuse. When
he married Madeleine (uillard, he
had only his two arms, hut Made-
leine brought him the mill for &
dowry.

His wife was now dead and he
lived alone with his danghter
Fraocoise. Merlier was a fine
looking old man, & tall, silent
tigure, who never iaoghed, but

nevertheless he was gay at heart. He

was chosen Mayor because of his money,
and also becanee he married people in such

e handsome fashina. .

¢ Francoise Merlier was eighteen years

old. She had biack hair, black eyes, and

fresh roey colour.  Still she was not one of the beauties of

the country. The qoiet ways of her father had made her

wize beyond her yesrs. If she langhed it was for the plea-
aure of others, At heart she was serious.

Naturally from ber position she was courted nn every
gide. Huot when she mnde her choice all her littie world
womiered.

(tn the other side of the Mocelle lived a preat fellow oamed
Dominigue Pesquer. He was not of Hocreuse. He came
trom Belpiom ten years before, as the heir of an nucle who
owned a little ground om the edge of the forest of Gagny,
opposite Merlier's mill.  He had meant to sell his land and
ao back. Instead he remained, chared by the conntry, ke
“aid. Then he raised vegetables, hunted, firhed and lay on
the grass and slept when other people worked.

The peasant sconld explain snch an idle life only by the
suspicion that he poached at night. The young gitls some-
times undertook his defeoce becaure he wae good to 1ok
upon, supple and tall as a poplar, with blonde hair and
beard, that shone like gold in the san. Now one fine morn-
ing Francoise told her father that she Ioved Dominique, and
wolld marry nohody elae.

Father Merlier looked ax if he bad received a stroke. He
said nothing, aecording to his custom, but he was silent for
a week. Franceise waa sileot also. Then one eveniog,
without saying anything, he brought Dominigue to the
honse. Francoise too said nothing, but made & place for
him at the table, aod her smile reappeared. The mext
morning father Merlier went to see Dominigue at his
hut; the two men talked togetber. No one koew what
they snid, but after that father Merlier treated Dominique
83 A 300.

All Hocrense was astounded ; the women chattered greatly
over the folly of Father Merlier. In the widst of all this
¥Francoise and Dominique looked at each other with smiling
tenderness. Father glerlier bad as yet said nothing of
marriage, and both respected his silence,  Fioally, one day
toward the miiddle of July he set three talles in the middle
of the court and saked his friends to sup with him.  Then
when the guesta rose with glass ip hand, Father Merlier,
raiving his voice, said :

* It is with pleasure that I announce to you that Fran-
coise iy to marry that great fellow there, on the day of Saint
Louis.’

All langhed sand drank merrily.
raised his voice again :

* Lominijue, embrace your fancee,’

Blushingly the two embraced one another, and the puests
laaghed still louder.

When the ca-k wa~ finished and the guests gone sn old

asant apoke of the war the Ewperor Lad declared against

Then Father Meilier

‘rus=ia.
*EBal,” said Father Merlier witl the epotism of a happy
mian, * Doribiyue i& 8 foreijzner, it doesn t concern him.  If

the I'russians come he will be here 1o defend the wife.’

The ilea that the Prussians might come seemed & good
joke. If they did come a well-directed stroke on their
tlaok, and that would end it.

* L have already seen themr. I have already seen them,’
mnttered the old peasant in a thick, low veice,

A moment's pilence anc they drank sgain, Fraocoise
amd [iomibujue heard nothiog. They sat bebind the others,
hand in hand, luet in the shadows thal no eyes could pierce,

A tnupth later, on the eve of 5t. Louis, the Prossians had
beaten the Emperor, and were making forced marches to-
warnl Roerease

* They are at Tormiere’; *they are at Novelles ; thus
each Jay believing that each night they would fall opon
the village and swallow it up.

The night before there had been ap alarm, the women felt
oo their knees, apd made the rign of the cross; then they
=xaw the ted ttourers and opened their windows, It was a
Freoch detachinent, whene captain had remained at the
will talking with Father Merlier.

The Captaio went about the niill and studied the country
with hix glase.  Merlier went about with him aod seemed
to give advice.  Then the captain noated roldiers behind
the wall~ abd the treen, and camped the detachunent in the
cnurt of the mill. Wheno Merlier came back they questioned
Timi.  Wan there to be a fight? He podded his hesd
slowly without sjeakiog. " Yes, there was to be & fight.”

Francoi-e and Dominwjne were then io the ceunrt and
-{||lrl|o<1 himi,  He finished by tekiog out his pipe, avd
mAnl

' Ah, my poor children, to-morrow you were to have been
married.”

Dominiyae, with tight lips and angry forehead, stood with
eyes fixed on the forest of tiagny, that he might see the
moment the Prussians arrived : Francoise, pale and serious,
went and came, giving the soldiers what they needed.

.The Captain was delighbed. ‘You have a fortress,’ he
said : ' we can hold it gnotil evening. ! They are late.’

The miller remained grave. Heraw his mill burning like
a torch, He did not enmiplain. That was nselese, All he
maid was :

! You ought to hide the boat behind the wheel It may
serve yono,’

The Captain was a fine-looking fellow, forty years old.
The sight of Francoise and Dominique pleased him. He
seeued to have forgotten the approaching stroggle. He
followed Franeoise with his eyes, and bis maoner showed
that he thought her charming. Then turning toward
Doninique : .

* You are not in the artny, my boy ¥

*I am foreigner,’ replied the young man.

The Captain did not appear to accept this reason ; he
smailed, Francoise was more agreeable company than a ritle,
Seeing this Domininue said :

‘lam a foreigner, bnt I can hit an apple at 500 yards,
There is my gun behind you.’

* It wili be of nse,’ mpfied the Captain.

Francoise approached trembling, and Dnminique took
her Lhand in his with a protective air. The Captain amiled
apain, but said nothing. Seated there, his sword between
his kanees, his eyes far away he seemed to dream.

Then the sound of a firing broke the silence.

The Captain sprang to his feet, the soldiers left their
plates of soup, and in a few secands all were at their posts.

“rom the forest of Gagny arose a slender thread of smoke,
The firing continned and grew heavier.

Francoise and Ilominique clasped nne another, screened
by a high wail. A little soldier tehind an old boat, tiring
aad hiding while he veloaded his ganm, interested them by
his droll movements until they langhed. Then as he mised
his head to fire again, he gave & cry and rolled convalsivel
into & ditch. It wae the first death. Francoiee shuddel
and cluag to Dominique in nervons terror.

‘Dou’t stay here,” said the Captain. ' You are ander fire.”
An oak tree shivered overhead, but they did not move when
the firing ceased and they heard oaly the ripple of the
Moselle.

Father Me:lier looked at the Captain with astonishment.
* Have they finiahed *

*Don’'t deceive yonrself, they are preparing to attack.
Get inside.’

He had scarcely finished when a shower of leaves fell
from the oak. They had fired too high. Doniinigne drew
Francoise closer to him. ‘Come, children, hide in the
ceilar. The walls are thick,” niged the miller.

They did oot heed him, bot went icto the great room of
the mill; here & dozen soldiers were waiting belind the
closed shntters. The outpost had not been driven in. The
idea was to gain time. The fining continued ; an ottficer re-
ported. The Captain drew out his wateh.

Two hours and a half: we must detain them foar houra
longer.

They shut the great doors of the eoart and prepared for
deterniined resistance. The Proseisns had not yet crossed
the Moselle.

‘Then the firing ceased.
dead.
within,

Then the Prossiane showed themselves beyond the woods
of Gagny. Asthey grew bolder the soldiers in the mill pre-
pared to fire.

' No,' said the Captain, * let then: come nearer.”

The Prassiane looked anxiously at the old mill, silent,
ploomy, with closed shutters; ther boldly advanced.
they crossed the meadow, the officer pave the word.

The sir was filled with the rattle of shots. Francoise
etapped her hands to her ears. VWhen the smoke had cleared
away, Dominigne saw two or three soldiers on their backs
in the middle of the feld. The others had hid behind the
poplars. The siegre had begnn.

For an bour bulleta rattled against the mill. From time
to time the Captain consulted his watch, and as a ball
pierced the shntter and lodged in the ceiling, he mormured :

*Four hours. We ean never hold it.’

Little by little the mill yielded to the terrible firing.

A shutter fell in the water, pierced like lace-work.
They replaced it by a mattress.

At each round Merlier exposed hirnself to see the blow
given hia old mill. All was over. Never agsin woold ita
wheel ture. Dominique begged Francoise to hide, but ahe
refused to leave him; she was seated behind an old vak
cupboard that protected her. Then a ball pierced it, and
Domininue, goo in hand, placed himself before her.

¢ Attention,’ cried the captain suddenly.

A dark mass appeared out of the wood. Then & formid-
able fire opened, Apother shutter dropped and the balls
entered. EFWQ soldiers fell, & third was wounded : he said
pothing, but fell over the edge of the table, with eyes fixed
and staring. In the face of the dend, Francoise, dumb with
horror, pushed back her chair mecbanically, and sat down
on the floor, near the wall,

* Five hoors.” said the captain.
Are guing to cross the river.”

At bigh noon the mill seemed
Every shutter was closed and not & sound came from

*Let ur hold on,  They

(At thic mament Francoise eried oot A speat ball struck .
her on the forehead : some drops of blood Aowed.

Doniinique saw it. Then going to the window for tha-
first time 1: fired. He did not stop, but loaded and fred,
unmindfal of everything elwe, except when once he caat a
glaoce at Francoise

As the Captain had foreseen, the Prussians were cromsing
the river behind the poplars ; one too bold fell Eiemud by s
ball from [ominique's gan, The Captain, who had watched
him, was sstonished, and compli ted the young man.
Buot Dominiqoe heard nothing. A ball struck his shoulder,
another braised his arm, still he kept on.

The poaition seemied no longer tenable, a last discharge -
shook the mill. Bat the officer only repemted :

* We mnak hold it another half-hoar,

Now he counted the minntem, bat kept his amiable sir,
smiling at Francoise, to reassare her. Then he took & gan
from a dead soldier and fired,

There were now but four soldiera left in the rpom. The
Prussians were on the brink. Still the Captain waited
An old sergeant rao in. .

‘ They are going to take na from the rear.’

The Captain took ont his watch.

* Five minntes more—they cannot get here before.’

At six o'clock precisely the Captain gave the order to re-
treat, and the men filed out of the little door into the street,
Before leaving the Captaio saluted the miller and said :

* An:nse them ; we will retorn.’

Meanwhile Dominique remained slove in the mill, atill
firing, hearing nothing, comprehending nothing. He only
knew that he must defend Francoise, With each charge
he killed & man. Soddenly there was a great noise; the
Pruesians rashed in from bebind. He fired onee more and
they fell upon him with his gun amoking in his bhand.
Four men beld hini, an onknown languoage roared aroand
him. Francoise fell on her koees before them in supplica-
tion. An officer entered and took him priscmer. After
some words in German with the soldiers he turned to
Dominique and said roughly in very good French :

‘ You will be shot in two hours.”

This had been the order issued by the Commander-in-
chief of the Prossian forces against peasants who might be
found defending their firesides.

The ofticer, a large man, fifty years old, briefly questioned
Dominique.

* Do you belong here ?

“No, [ am a Belgian.’

* Why did you take ap arms ? This does not concern you.”

Donminiqoe did not answer. Then the oftficer saw Fran.
coise standing near ; the mark of her wound showed a red
bar scross her pale forehead. He looked at the young
couple, first at aone, then the other, and seemed to onder-
atand.

* You do not deny having fired ¥

<] did all I conld do,’ said Dominique, trangnilly,

Thia avowal was useless; he was black with powder,
covered with sweat, and a few drops of blood trickled frem
his shoalder.

* Very well,’ said the officer. * You will be shot in two
honrs."

Francoise did not weep. She clasped ber handsand raised
them with & gestore of mute despair. The officer noticed
this. Two soldiers led Dominique sway. The young girl
fell on a chair and began to weep. The otticer atill watched
her, then spoke.

¢ Ie this youth your brother¥ She shook her hand. He
was silent and serious, then spoke again.

* Has he lived here long ¥

‘Yea' .

*Then he onght to be femiliar with the neighbouring
woods.'

* Yes, monsigur,’ she said, looking at bim with surprise.

He added nothing more, but turned on bis heels and
asked for the mayor of the village.

Francoise took hope, and ran to find her father.

Tke millet, as soon as the firing had ceased, went to look
at his wheel. He adored Francoise, he had a solid liking
for Dominique, his future son-in-law, but his wheel was
dear to him.

Assoon as he knew his two children were safe, he thonght
of his other cherished one. Now he bent over the great
carcase of wood and atndied its wonnds with a bewildered
air. Five paddles were gone. The centre was perforated
with bullets. He poshed his finger in the troogh of the
balls to measure their depth. He was wondering how he
con!d ever repair this distruction. Francoise found him
melancholy amiong the ruins.

* Father,’ said she, ‘' they want yon.'

mhe was atill weeping. and related to him what had
passed. Father Merlier shook his head, * They do not shoat
peoFla like that, I will go see.” He re-entered the mill
with a silent peaceable air.

The officer asked for some food for the men. Merlier
told him that they would obtain nothing by violence, but if
left to him he would see that they got it. The officer waa
at first nufry, but recovered himself before the few decisive
words of the old man, and asked, ' What are those woods
yonder ¥

¢ The woods of Saoval,’

“ What is their extent ¥

The miller looked at hin steadily.

* I do not know,'

Then he went away. An hour after they brought in the
levies of food. Nightcameon. Franeoise followed anxioualy
the movements of the soldiers. Toward 7 o'clock her saffer-
ings wera hotrible. She saw the otticer enter the room
where IYominic ne was confined. He stayed there s (uArter
of an hoar, and she heard their excited voices. Then he
camie oat, gave an order in German, and & squad of twelve
soldiers with guns ranged themselves in the conrt; she be-
gan to ahiver ; she thought she wan dying. The execation
was then to take place. Thesoldiers remained ten niinntes,
The ¥oice of 1Jominique was heard ina steady tone of re-
fusal. TLen the otticer came out again banging the door,

' Very well, reflect. [ will give you till to-morrow.’

With a gesture he dismissed the men. Francoise re-
meined stupetied.

Father Merlier, who continusd smokiog his pipe, looked
at the tile of nien curionsly ; theo taking Fraacoise tenderly
by the arm, led her ioto her room.

* Be tranquil," said he, *try and aleep.
be anather day and we shall see.’

. Francoise uid not sleep ; she sat & long time on ber bed,
listening 10 the noises without. The Gertuan soldier rang
and laughed. But what concerned her most were the sounds
in tbe room benenth, where Dominique was confined. She
Iny down on the Hoor and put her ear to the plank. he

To-morrgw will
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1heard Dominigne walk from wall o window ; sometimes
+he sat down. Uutaide sll sounds at last cemsed, the troops
ware saleen.

Francoise o the window softly and leaned out.  The
night was serena.  The moon, -ening behind the woods of
Sanval, flooded the field which the shadows of the poplars
barred with black. Buot Francoise thonght not of the mys-
terious charm of the night She etudied the coantry ;

-looked to see where the sentinels were posted. {(Jne only
was in front of the mill She could distingmish him per-
foctly, & t fallow, immovable, with his face tumed ap-
ward, with the dreamy air of & shepherd.

When she had inspected the place carefnlly, she sat down

- again on her bed. She aat there an hoor absorbed in her
thonghte She listened again, not & breath disturbed the
house. She roturned to the window and looked ont. The
moon was down and the night dark ; she could no longer
see the face of the sentinel ; the field was as black as ink.
She listened a moment, then climbed out of the window.

- An iron ladder, its bara Gxed in the wall, ran from the wheel
to the garret. A long time disused it was overgrown with
moss and ivy.

Francoise travely seized one of the bam, anl swong her-
self over; she began to descend; her skirt embarrassed
her ; & stone broken loose fell with & splash into the Moselle
below. She stopped, frozen with terror ; then she refected
that the noise would cover her descent ; mhe boldly pnshed
on, tearing away the ivy with her feet to uncover the runps.
When she reached Dominigne's window a new danger
awaited her. It was not directly beneath her own ; she put

- out her hand and felt—only a wall. Mnstshe then go back
and rencance her project. Her armas were tired and the
sound of the Moselle below made her dizzy. She picked off
& bit of plaster and threw it in at Domininue's window.
He did not hear ; perhnpa he alept ; she tore her fingers in

- detaching a bit of stone ; ahe was at the end of her strength;
she felt herself ialling when Dominique softly raised the
window,

It ig I, she murmnred. * Take me nickly ; T fall.*

. He bent unt, eaoght her, and lif ber 1oto the room.
She began to ery, but stifled her tears lest romne one might

-hear her. Then, by a supreme effort she calmed herself.

* You are guarded *' she asked in a low voice.

Daominique, still stupefied at seeing her, pointed to the
donr.  Untsile the sentinel had fallen aslesp, leaning
against the door.

' You must fly,’ she said quickly; *I have come to beg
Fou to fly and to say sdiea,’

He did not appear 1o hear her, bat repeated :

‘1t is yoa ; it is you; oh, how yon frightened me. You
might have killed yourself.”

e took her hands and kissed them,

‘How I lave you, Francoise, yon are as courageons ns yon
are good. 1 had obly one fear, that I wounld die without
seeiog you. Bat you are here, and now they may kill me.’

He had drawn her toward him, ard her head rested on his
shoalder. Danger bronght them nearer together.

‘Ah," said Dominigque in a caressing voice, * thia is the
day of Saint Louis, our marriage day. Nothing has been
able to separate ns; we bave been faithful to the rendlez-

-roxs. Have we not, dear? This is our weddiog day.”

‘ Yes, yes,’ she repeated ; * our wedding day.’

They exchanged a long, lingering kisa

Suddenly she freed herseif ; che terrible reality rose ba-
fore her.

*You must fly, you must ty,
minuate.’

He held out his arms to beg her to return to them.

‘U, I pray you,’ she said, *listen to me. Ino an heur it
will be daybreak. If you die I will die. You niust go at

ance.’

Hapidly she explained her plan., The ladder descended
ta the wheel ; by means of the paddles he coald reach the
be eaay then to gain tbe other side of the

We most oot lose a

boat. It woul
river and escape. &

“ But the sentinels *'

* There is but one at the foot of the first wiliow.”

* If he sees me, if he gives the alarm ¥

Francoise shuddered ; she put in his hand a kaife she had
brought with her. "

* And your father and you?' he asked. * No, I wili cos
go.  If [ o they wiIl,I)erhnps, kill you, Youn donot know.
They will spare me if I will guide them through the forest
of Sauval. [f they lind me gone Lhey are capable of any-
thing.’

The young girl would not stop to argue. To all thia she
only said :

‘¥‘or love of me, By, II you love me, Iominigue, do not
stay anorher minute in this place,’

She promised ta climb back to her room ; she gave him
another passionate embrace. And be yielded, bot asked
-one fuestion more. .

‘Swear to me that your father khows this and bids me
.go. N

* My father sent me,’ said Francoise, without hesitation.

She had bat one esire, to assure herself ot his safety.

* Very well,' said Dominique, *I will do as you wisk.”

They spoke no more. Liominijue opened the window.
Then a sound at the door froze them. They believed their
voices overheard. They cluog to one another, expectant,
in terrible anguish. Thoe door ereaked, but did not open.
They heard a sigh, and the long breathing of the soldier
asleep across the threshold,

Dominigue insisted on Francoise firat remoanting to her

roorn.  They bade one another & mute adieu; them he
helped her on to the ladder. When she had gaied har
ro0o, in & voica light a3 a zephyr, she breathed down, * Ax

revair. I love you.'

3he leaned out, tryiog ta follow Dominique with her
eyes, She looked for the sentinel, but could mot see him.
An instant, and she heard the movement of Dominique's
body amung the vines, Then the wheel cracked, and a
light sound announced that he had found the boat. She
Baw its black outline againat the grey Moselle. A terrible
anguish seized her: ahe thought she beard the alarm of the
seatinel ; the least noise seemed like the swift stepa of the
scotinel.  Sonie seconds passed ; the eountry layin peace.
Donnmlun ought to be across. Fraocoise saw nothing
ruare.  ''he silence was profuand. Then Francuise heard =
hoarse ery, and the dull thud of & body. Tha silence be-
-came deeper: then, aa if she bad felt death passin;:, sbe re-
nisined fruzen and moticaless iz the face of the night.

At daybreak the miller sought Francoise's chamber and
opened the door. Hhe earne down into the conit pale and
calm.  But ahe could not repress m shudder when she

:::l:.h! buly of & Prossian soldier Jying under & xtained

Arcund the body moldiers cried and gpesticulated full of
fury. The otficer ealled for Merlier as mayor of the com-
mnne.

* %ee,' sail he, stifling with anger, ' one of oor men loand
nssassinated by the river. I shall make an axample of this,
and [ call upon you to belp us to discover the murderer.’

“An you will,’ Answerad the miller, * bt it will not be

cany.’

‘tha officer turned down s corner of the cloak which
covered the body. The sentinel had his throat cot and the
kuoife remained in the wound. It was a black-bandled
kitchen kuife.

* Look at that knife and then help ua in the search.’

The old man started, but recoversd himself and answered
withont maving & muoscle :

* Everybody has knives like that in cur coontry. Per-
hapa the man was tired of fighting and ended the matter
himself.”

¢ Silence !I" maid the ofticer angrily.
keepa me from setting tire to the tour corners of this
village.®

Hia anger prevented bis noticing the change in Francoise’s
face. She could not keep her eyea from the corpse stretched
almoat at her feet. lHe was a big fellow, whe locked like
Dominique with hia blue eyes and fair hair. This re-
semblance pierced her heart. Perhaps afar in Germany
some loving one would weep, She recogmized the knife,
She had killed him. :

When they discovered Dominique's flight there was tar-
ribie tomult. The ofticer went into the room, examined
the window, mnd returned farigns,

Father Merlier even was annoyed at Dominique's Hight

* The fnolish boy, he will ruin everythiog.’

Francoise heardyhim with angnish, He did not suspect
her complicity.

* The scoundrel ! the scoundrel I' said the officer, ‘ but we
will find him, and the village shall pay for it. Do you
kuow where he is ¥ 10 the miller.

Merlier langhed silent]y, and pointed to the extent of the
wood. ‘ How can you find & man there ?' he said.

*1Jh, he has haunts that yoz know,
men. Youn shall guide thetw.”

¢ It would take eight ilays to beat those woods.’

The calmness of the old man euraged the ofticer. At this
moment he saw Francoise, pale and trembling. The anxious
attitude of the young girl struek him. He was silent—look-
ing from ber to the old man.

“Is this man the lover of your daughter? he asked
bratally.

Merlier became livid. He drew himself up, but did not
answer. Francoise took his face between her hands.

‘I see,’ said the officer, ‘your girl bas helped him to
escape. You are her accomplice. Unee more, will you give
bim up ¥

The miller did not answer. He looked away indifferently,
as if he had not been addressed. The officer was overcome
with anger.

“Very well. You shall be shot in his place.”

Again he pave orders for the Hie of soldiers.

Merlier shrugged bis sloulders phlegmatically : all this
drara seemed in donbtiul taste, He Jid not believe that
men were altot 30 easily. When the soldiem had come he
said gravely :

* Then this ia serious. Very well, if it must be, I as well
as anoiher.”

Francoise sprang up wildly supplicating :

I will give you ten

' Pity, moasienr, pity. Do not harm my father, Kill me
in his place. I alone am to blame,’
‘ Be silent, muy child,’ saaid the old man. *Why do you

aay what in not true. She spent the night in her chamber,
monsieuar, I assure you.”

* No, I speak the troth,” she replied, *1 climbed down to
hia window, 1 made him go. gn ts the truth, the omly
truth.’

The old man grew pale. He saw that it was true, this
astonnding story. Ah, these children with their hearts,
they spoil everything.

* She ia beside herself, vhe does not know what ahe says.
Let us end this.’

She still protested, threw herself on Lier knees, and clasped
her hands, .

The ofticer listened.

* My God ! finish this. [take your father, because I have
not the other. Find him and your father ahall be free.’

¢ Horribie, horrible ! where can I find Dominique at this
hour? Heis Eone, 1 know no more.’

‘ Choosa. He or your father.’

“ith, tuy God! How can 1 choose!
Dominifue was, how coold I choose?
l.et me die, the sooner the bettar.
kill me.’

The officer became impatieat.

*Enough. I do not desire to be crnel, ] will give yoa
two bouars. If in twa hours your lover is not here your
father ahnll pay for him.’

Merlier was led into Doniipifue's prison, His face
showed no emoticn. Hut when he was alone two great
geu;; rolled dewn hie cheeks. His poor ehild, how she sof-

ered !

Francoise stood in the middle of the conrt.  The soldiers
passed her with pleasnntries she could not understand.

She had two hoara.  This phrase rang in her head.
Where to go, what to do?! Mechanically she weat toward
the river and erossed it on the big rocks.” Nhesaw a spot of
blood on_the shure aond turned pale. She followed the
traces of Dominigne in the disturbed grasses, that led across
the meadow into the wood, There they ended. She threw
harself into the wood ; ahe sat dowo a moment. How long
had she been gone, five minntes, & half-hour? She Bprang
to ber feet. FPerhapa Dominique was hid in » dell where
they had gathered nuts together, A lark Hew by uttering
its awest sad note. VPerhaps he had taken refuge ir the
rocks. She sought him there ; the desire to find him took
posseasion of her ; she would ¢limb & tree and lovk. She
sought for one, calling his name every few ateps.  Unly tha
cuckoos anawured her. {)oce she thought she saw him, she
atoppei.  No, ahe could not take him beck to be shut.
She would not teil him.  She wounld beg him to go on, ta
save himsell. Then she thought of her father, and what
awgited him. Sle fell on the wrf erying out :

*My God ! my God ! why am I here !

Frantically !ﬁ soupht to tly from the ferest. Three
times when she belisved she hind found the mill she came
ont on the prairie. At last she saw the village mud stoppel.
Haow could she go back alvne?

She stood & monieat ; & voice called aweetly, ¢ Francoive,
Fraocoise.’

If T knew where
My heart will break.
Kill me I beg of yon,

* ] don't know what

¥he saw Dowiniyue lifting his head out of & ditch.

She had found hin. Heaven then wisked hia death. She
eried out, and fell in the diich.

* Yoo want me ¥’

*Yes,' she sanswered, nut knowing what she said.

*What has happened ¥

Her eyea fell, she murmuared :

* Nothing, nothing. 1 was restlesa.
ou.’

When she was uiet he explainad that he was not going
away lest the Prussians be revenged om them. All would
be well, aad, he added, laughing ;

'Uar wedding will be & week iater, that is all,”

Ther, as she remained bewildered, he became grave.

! You Are concealing sumething.’

*No, I uwear it, [ ran away to come here.”

He embraced ber and told her it was improdeat for them
1o remain longer there.  He must go into the forest,  She
held hin shuddering.

“Listen. You had better stay here ; no one seeks you.
Fear nothing.'

! Francoise, you conceal something,' he repeated.

Apgain ahe denied it, only she wanted to be near him;
she evaded him, she appeared a0 atrange, that now he re-
fused to leave her, otherwise he would seek the French
troopa ; he had seen sonie on the other side ot Saaval.

' Ah, they come, they will soon be hers,’ she murmured
earerly.

The clock of Hocreuse sonnded eleven. The strokes were
clear, distinct, She was terrified. It was two hours since
she bad left the mill.

‘Listen. If we have need of you I will wave a handker-
chief from my window,’

She ran and left him.  Dlomininue, uneasy, walked alony
the border of the ditch toward the mill,

As she rar toward Hocreuse Francoise met ac old bey-
gar, Bootemps, who konew the country thoronghly, He

rreetad her, he had just seen the miller in the baods of the
‘rossians ; Le made the sign of the cross and passed on.

‘The two hours are up,'said the ofticer when Francoie
appeared.

Maerlier was there, on a bench, still smoking. Agrin the
young girl begged and wept on her kuees; she wanted to
gain time in the hope that the French would arrive. As
she implored, she thought she ¢ould hear the tramp of the
soldiers. Ui ! if they would but come and deliver them !

' Hut one hour, coe hour more, grant me but one hour ¥

The otticer was immovable. He ordered two men 1o take
her out, that the execution might proceed guietly. A
frightful struggle rent her heart. She could not kil he:
father. No, she would ilis instead with Dominique; she
started to her chamber—anil at that moneat Dominigque
entered the door.

The otticer and soldiers yave & cry of triumph.

But as if ooly Franceise was there, he went toward her
gravely.

* This was not well, Why did you not bring me baclk ?
It was left for Father Bontemps to teli me, Here I am.’

Thae Prussians whut Domioiyue up without sayiog what
fate was in store for himn, Francoise, overwhelined with
anguish, remained in the court, despite the wishes of her
father. She expezted the French. But the hours ran by,
and night was coming on.

At length the Prussians made preparations for departure.
The officer, Bt the evening before, entered Dominique's
room. Francoise knew that his fate was decided. Nhe
clasped her bands and prayed. Her father at her side kept
the sileat, rigid attitude of an old peasant who knows he
cannot struggle againnt fate.

*Uh, my God, my God !' mnrmured Francoiee, © thay wilk
kill kim.* .

The miller drew her toward him and took her on his
knees like a child.

I'he otticer eame out; behind him two men led Dowi-
ninne,

* Never, never,’ said he ; * T am ready to die.’

‘ Retlect,” said the officer, “thiy service you reiuse me
another will give. T otfer you your life. I am generous.
Loide e through the wood to Muntredon.'

Duminigue did not anawer.

* Why are you 30 obatinate

* Kill me. Let us tinish this,” he repliad.

Francoise, with clasped hands, besoaght him. She
would have agreed even to dishonour. Merlier tok lrer
hands so that the Prussians should not see her wild zea-
tures.

* He is right,’ murmured he. * Death ia better,

Tue file of soldiers way there ; the officer waited for some
sign of weakpeas on Dominiquae's part. All were silent,
Afar were heard violent strokes of thunder ; & dull heat
uppressed them. 1In the wiidet of this silence was a cry

*The French ! the French !'

f1n the road e Sauval, along the edice of the wood, could
be seen a line of red pantalovns.  All was confosiva in the
mill.  The I'russians ran here and there with guttarsl ex-
clamations,

‘ The French ! the Frencl ! cried Francoise, clappin: her
hands.

She was like oze demented. =he broke from her fathiec's
arms, and ran about laughing and waving her atms.  ‘Tney
Y!'uuld come, they would cone im time. Dominigue woald

ive.

The sound of firing startled ber like a thunder-clap.
turoed. The otticer said :

¢ Firet, let us finish this aftair.”
With hia uwe hanpd he pres~ed Domipiue agaivcst the
wall of the atable and gave the vrder to tire.

Ther Francoire saw T'ominique, his breast pisrced by a
dozen balls

I wanted to aee

she

She did not weep ; she stoxl dazed, her eyes fixed un the
stahle : occasivnally she made & wondering, childlike move-
ment of the hand., The I'rossiana had seizel the miller as s
hoatage.

It was o ine fizlit.  Tlhe ollicer conld not retreat ; e niast
sell his life a+ dearly as possible. It was the russinng who
now defended the mill aad the French wha now attackeid it.
For a hiali-Lour the fusilade continued.

‘The French posted a battery in the diteh below, that el
cancealed 1dominique. The straggle pow would not be
luag.

Ah, the poor mill, the balls pierced jt throngh and
through 'ljhc ivy torn frung the crumbliog walls hang like
caterpilisrs.  The Muselle carried away the chaniber of
Francuine ; it wan torn vpen expusing the hed with its white
virtaioy, Buddenly the oll wheel received twoe balls snd
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gave une supreme groan ; the paddles Hoated off, the frame-
work fell ; the soul of the mill bad passed away. A

Then the French made an ssagult. The tight raged fori-
ously, heimed in by the foreat, like the walls of an amphi-
theatre arcund the curubsatants.

Fraocoise remained miotionless, bent over the dead body
of Doniinique. Futher Merlier lay dead, struck by & wan-
dering ball. Then, when the Prussians were exterminated
and the mill in Hames, the Freoch captain ooce more anl:e_rud
the enurt. It was his first success. Flushed with excive-
ment, hin tall height sesued to increase, he laughed with
the pleasant nir of a gay cavalier, and seeing Francoise de-
meated between the bodies of her lover and her father,
lying among the smoking roins of the mill, he galnted her
eaily with his awornd, erying :

‘ Yictory, victory !

ECYPTIAN WOMEN,

Mapame KoMERG, wife of the Mexican Minister at Wash-
ingrton, makes the following remarks on Egypt :—

* Nature intended the Egyptian woman to be one of the
poblest of her sex rud she is said to be beautiful. Beauty,
however, does no good in Egypt, for the veil covers the face,
and you see nothing but the eyes peeping out between two
veils fastened together by lictle round gilt tubes which
reat just over the bridie of the nose. 1 was in Cairo during
the warm weather, and I fouod it dangerous to venture out
hetween the hours oi ten o'clock in the morniny and four in
the afternonn, and we had a taste of one of those terrible
winds which come from ihe desert laden with heat. The
pyrawids are simply grand, Mr Romero went up the highest
with thie assistance of kve Bedouins as guides, bat I had not
the courage to try the climb. The stones are laid one en
top of the other in great steps, many of which are as high aa
a table, and the feat is by no meansan easy one.’ Speaking
of the Bedouiny, she said: *1 found that those about the
pyramids had a smatreriog of as many as twelve different
tongues. Even the doukey-boys speak English tluently,
and everyone rides on donkeys in Egypt, and you get tolike
it very much. The dunkey-boya of Eeypt are like no other
youth [ have ever seen.  Many of them are Bedouins, and
they possess a wanderful inHuence over their animals, whom
they make to a large extent, their companions. They have
a laugliuge of their own, which the donkeys seem to under-
wiand. [ remember how 1 laughed at seeicg Mr Romero’s
donkey once start wildiy out of an innoceat dng trot into
a raging gallop without a moment's notice. e had the
reins in his hands, but he war helpless after the waord of the
donkey-boy, and he was out of sight in ashort time.

*The Mehammedans have many straoge customs, and
none was mere strange to0 me than those relating to woman.
Lf a man grows tired of his wife or wants to get rid of her
he simply presents her with a certain written parchment
anil the deed is done. I heard at Cairo of an incident
which hed just occurred. Though divorces are easy, a
re-marriage i8 oot possible unless the woman who has
been divorced bas in  the meanotime married again
and apain  been divorced either by law or b
Jdeath. The man in this case saw a prett
pirl whem he thought wouald suit him muel tter
than the wite he had and be divorced her. After a
whort time bie tired of his second choice and wanted to get
his old wife back again. There was no trouble of get-
ting rid of his new one, buv the first had not Leen
married again and he bad to get bher to marry an-
othier man, who contracted before the marriage to diverce
her after they had been married & day and a nipht.
Thie was done and the man got hia wife back again. In
going from Alexandrin to Criro we saw & wedding proces-
sion.  As we lpoked at thewn our Bedouin gnide remarked :
‘It in different in Egypt than in Europe. Here the men
buy their wives. In Kurope the Lride’s pareants Yhuy the
rroom by giviog a marriage dot.  Here if a man sees a girl
!ﬂe wants to marry he goes directly to her parents and asks
for the hand of the mailen, offering, perbaps, to give sixty
uheep, three or four camels, aix or meven buffaloes, and
money 1f he has it. If his offer is accepted he gets Lhe
woman and the father gets the money.” 1 find that the
AMohammedans have as fine churches as the Christians.
Many of the interiors of the mosques are oruamented with
columns of malachite, of lapis lazuli and jeaper brought
from Siberiap mines, YWe were never allowed to entera
mosque withont Brat putting our feet into loose cloth or
felt slippers.  We saw mwagoificent mosques at Constanti-
nople, and we visited the famous rnine of Greece aod found
the Athens of to-day s masgnilicent city with wonderfully
beautiful buildinge, TIa vur trip throngh Hussia we saw
many fine tmildings.’

onng

TWQ HYPOCRITES,

1.

SHE sat in her cosy chamber
With the curtains all drawn tight,
Curled up in a great big rocker,
Fair and sweet in the soft lamplight.
A boobun box en the tahle
With chaicest of sweets was flled,
Which she daintily nibbled while writing
The words that her lover thril

‘0rh, I long for yon now, my datling !
Withouat you iy life seerus drear,
There is never a bit of comfort
Fuy e ucless you are near !’

1L
And her Iover read the letier
As he sat in bia hachelor's den,
With lis feet cocked up on the mantel,
In the usnal way of men,
With & box uf cigars at his elbow,
And a pipe and & glnss near by,
And the smoke elouds wreathed sbove Lim
An he echived her lonely ery :

O, T long for you now, iy Jdariing ¢
Withuut yon my life seemnw liear,
Tliere in pever a lut of comfort
For e unless you ave pear !

DONE BY A DUDE.

AT the foot of the street & policeman fonnd s young man
sitting on & barrel with both syes closed op, hia nose
knocked out of shape, and & mouth foll of loose teeth. It
wan all over before ha got thers, but some of the crowd still
lingered, and a boy undertook to explain tatters.

“4¥'e was all a-sitting here,” he began, ‘ when that feller
there, whose pame in Jim, and who is bad, got hungry to
tight some oue-  He got so hungry that he almoet cried.’

* Wanted to tight, sid he? yueried the otticer.

*Yes, the awfullest way. He cheeked about six men,
Lot they wouldn't stop. He actoally wept becadss two
areat big stevedores wouldn't pitch into him and ler him
throw himself. Hy and bye a dude of a ehap cawme along.
He was little and bhe was pretyy, and you orter have seen
his Lewtiinl pants ! He was a-louking for the ferry boat,
you kaow.’

“Yes. What happened ¥
* *Why, Jim begine to emile as soon as he sees the little
dude, and we wha know Jim knows that something was up.
Chappie comes up, rests one of his wee littie patent-leathers
on that there box and says: ** Fellahs, I'm a-lookin’ for the
ferry boat, ye knaw.” \’Vith that Jim jumps up and wanta
to know who dares call him & fellab.”

* Wanted to pick a fuss, [ suppoze ¥ observed the olficer.

*He did. He wanted to provoke a mortal combat. He
intended to break that little dode right in two and use the
pieces for fish bait, The little chappie locks ay Jim ina
wesry way, puts up ao_eyeglass and says; ' Aw, me deah
fellall, it's cuatom, ye knaw, and I hope ye won't take on

offease, ye see.” He looked mighty frightened, and that en-
couraged Jim, and Jim begins to euss and blow.’

¢ Still anxions, eb ¥

* The anxigusest kind of anxions. He feels that he has
got to tackle somebody or have a long fit of sickness. And
all of & sudden he spit tobaceo-juice on the little one’s shiny
shoe, Maybe he expects the dude to ran away, but he
didn't. He stands right there and looks Jim all over, and
smiles and says : “* Me deah fellah, will you kindly take
your pocket-nandkerchief and remove the saliva?”’

* Bat Jim dide’t ¥

“Of course not. Jim looks all around to see if thereisa
beboy in sight, and then reaches out and tries to poke his
finger inte the little one’s eye. He doesn’t get there, how-
ever. Chappie jumps back and says :

*' Weally, me deab boy, 1 cawn’t put up with such
familiarity, doncher knaw—eawn't posaibly do it. If you
go to frolic with me I shall be obliged to burt ye, doncher
aee.’

* And theun Jim eailed into him ?

“Yes; Jim spit on his hands and sailed in to wreck
chappie’s fature, but sumthin' happened. The little feller
drops his cane, ‘i)uts up his fists and in one blessed minit
Jim was a licked man, He skipa around him, and climbs
over him, and fights two-handed, and by and bye he sawings
for the jaw and Jim goes over that box and falls asleep like
a summer eveniag, and it wasn't two minits ago that he
opened his eyes.”

* And the dude ¥

.e stops & moment to pick up his cane and shake a
wrinkle out of his pants, and then goes oft sayiog :

“ ¢ Norry to do it, ye know, but I bad te. %"nnbed to
poke me in the eye, dencher see, and I nevah allow it—
nevah !  Fellahs, au revoir I’

THE WORK OF RUDYARD KIPLINC.

Mz Fraxcis Apaws, in the Fortnightly Heview, says:—
‘It was inevitable that sooner or later someone should make
a systematic effort, in the interests (say)of literature and
axt, to exploit India and the Aoglo-Indisn life.  England
has awakened at last to the astonishing fact of her world-
wide Erpire, and has now an ever-growing curicsity con-
cerning ber great posmessions outre mer. he writer who
can *explain,’ in & vivid and plausible maznner, the social
conditions of -Indie, Australia, Uanada, and Sonth Africa—
who can show, even approximately, how people there live,
move, and have their being, is assured of at least, & remark-
able vogue, Several vogues of this sort have already been
won on more or less inadequate grounds; have been won
and lost, and the cry is still, They come! From among
themn all, so far, one writer alone, led on to fortune on this
flond-tide in the affaims of nien, bas consciously and deliber-
ately aiied high ; taken his work seriously, and attempted
to add something to the vast atore of our English litera-
ture. The spectacle of s writer of fiction who is
also & man of letters, and not merely a helpless
caterer for the circulating libraries and the railway book-
stalls, ia uafortunately as tate among us as it ias frequeat
among our Fremeh friends, Literature and Art are or-
ismsed in France, and have prestige and power, In
“ngland they are 1mpotent and utterly at the mercy
of  Philistine and imperfectly edocated newspaper
men, who, professed caterers for ignorant and
sturiil cravings of the average English person,
male and female {and especially female), foist upon us
iuters, puets, novelists, and musicians of the most hope-
ess mediocrity. In France thia sort of thing is impossibie.
Such efforte would only provoke & smile. People woald aay
to you when you were taking seriously a t (for inatance)
like Mr Lewis Morris, or Sir Edwin Arneld, or a novelist like
Mr Basant or Mr Haggard, ** Why, yoa muat be joking ! These
Rentlemen Are not writers—are not artists at all, Surely
¥ou know that what they concern thenselves with is the
nourishment of the babes and sucklings who have 1o be pro-
vided with pap somehow ; but serious workers, contributors
toeriticaland ereative thought—allez’” It seemssomething
to be at Inst able to go to our French friends and say,
* Well, here at any rate we have & young knglishman who
has won a remarkable vogue, and l{)r nﬁ that is a serious
worker, is & coniributor to critical snd creative thought, +s
An @rtist, 1s a writer "—to be able to go and say thig, and to
advance reasons for our belief in it of sutlicient cogency ta
extort, perhaps, from cur friends B genuine aesent. Igfnr
this alube, we gught o be grateful to Mr Rudyard Kipling,
our Anglo-Indian storyteller.’
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FOR {ovalids acd Delieate Children, Avise-
RHOOK's Avhowhoot and Tea Biscrits are  unsur-
pusand, —{ADYVT

SCIENTIFIC AND USEFUL.

——

A DISTANT STAR.

IT in difficalt to conceive that the beautiful dog stariss

lobe much larger than our aun; yet it in & fact that Sirus
is & sun maay times miore mighiy than our own. This
splendid star, which even in oor most poweriol telescopes
appeara &8 & mere point of life, iy, in reality, a globe eniit-
ting sc snormons & quantity of light and heat that, were it
to take the place ol our sun, every creature oan thia earth
would be consumed by its burning rays.

BEEN AS MESSENGERS,

It does not seem likely, whataver may be said to the:
contrary, that hees ean be trained to carry messages as
easily a8 passenger-pigeons. An agriculturist liviag in the
Gironde attirms, however, that he haa tested the value of
bees in this directivn with the most satisfactory results,
although, & yer, the experitueats have been confined ta the
common garden bee, and the agriculturist who claims to
have discovered this industrions insect’s capacities does not
pretend that it will work over more than twe or three
miles.

A BULLET EN HIS HRAIN TWENTV-NINE YEARS.

Charles C. Borowsky of Iowa, L.5.A., received a pistol
wound in the left side of the mouth twenty-nine years ago
while in the army, and since then has suffered intense pain
in the head when iying on his right side or when stooping
over. le died recently, and & post-lnortem examination
waa held to ascertain the location of the bullet. It was
traced from the month upward through the arb of the left
eve, and then down and back through the rital part of the
Brain, where it wan ficund encysted in the membraceous sac
in the posterior horn of the left lateral ventricle. The
portions of the brain through which the ball passed are the
moat vital. The phyaicians declare the case unparalleled.

THE LAHBOUR PROUBLEX.

Five bundred thousand persons of either sex and all apes
are lovking for employment io America, and there are only
460,000 places for them to fill. This is the compatation of
Hen. Carroll D, Wright, United States Commissioner of
Labour. The figures are based upon actual returns, from
the census and other sources, of the total cumber of persons
employed at differect periods, and the increase of the popu-

* lation, showing an average percentage added yearly to the

number of persons eagaged in all occupations. That is, to
keep up the integrity of the work of the country—to keep
it up to its full average standard of progression, and §1l up
the places naturally made vacant—a60,000 new places will
have to be filled, while the increase of the population shiows
that there will, in patural order, be 500,000 applicants for
these places.

THE TUBERCUTLAT RACILLUS.

A French soldier who had borrowed a bugle belonging to
& mnsician who was suffering from tubercelosis became
himself a victim to this fatal disease. Dr. Maljean there-
upon deternmined to make some experinients so as to test
how far musical instruments might be the means of spread-
ing phthisis. For this purpose, he took a trumpet which
had n used for some time by a patieat. Pooring a little
aterilized water ioeide the frumpet, be shook it for ten
minutes. After standiog twenty-four hours, two depoasits
were formed in the water with which the trumpet had been
washed, Thelower was a blackish dust-like deposit, while
the upper stratum was thick and white. This npper deposit
was decanted, filtefed through some fine linen, and two
cubic centimetres injected unﬁer the skin eovering the ab-
domen of & gninea-p:ig. Thirg-tnree daygs afterward, the
animal was killed and examined, it was found that advanced
symptoms of tabercnlosis had developed.

THE EARTHLY HADESN.

The hottest region on the earth is om the aoath-western
coast of Persia, where Persia borders the gulf of the same
name. For forty consecurive days in the months of July
and August the thermometer has been known not mfaﬁ
lower than 100" night or day, and to often run up aa high as
128" in the afternoon. t Bahrin, in the centre of the torrid
part of the torrid belt, as though it were Nature's intention
to make the region a3 unbearable as possible, no water can
be obtained from dipgging wells 100, 200 or even 500 feet
deep, yet aeom{nm:ivel_y numerona pupolation contrive to
live there, thanks to coplous eprings which break forth from
the bottam of the gulf, more than a mile from shore. The
water fzom these eprings is obtained by divers, who dive to
the bottom and fill goatakin bags with the ecooling liquid
and sell 1t for a living. The sonrce of these submarine
fountains is thought tu%e in the green hills of Usman, some
500 or 600 miles away.

THE OSTRICH.

Duriog the nesting season the male oatrich seema to be
nnythisﬁ but an agreeable creature, and may omiy be ap.
proached in safety with great precaution. e resents the
intrusion of any visitors on his detwain, and proves a moss
formidable opponent. His iuode of attack is by a series of
kicks. The leg in thrown forward aad cutward, until the
foot, armed with a moat formidable nail, is high in the air :
it is then bronght down with terrific force, serioua enough
t©0 the unhappy human being or animal atrack with the fat
of the foot, bul much worse if the victim be canght and
ripped by the toe. Instances are known of men being killed
outsight by a single kick, If an unarmed man is attacked,
he should bever seek eafety in Hight; A few yards and the
bird is within striking distacce, and the worst consequencea
may reanit. Thae altarnative is to lie Hat on the ground

submit witl: as much resignation az possible to the in-
evitable and severe pummellicg which it may be expected
will be repented at intervals until & wenns of escape pre-
senta itself, or the bird affords an opportunity of being
caught by the neck, which, if tightly held and {ept down,
prevents much further mischief, 1nder such cireum-
stances, a0 osttich has been known, with & badly calculated
kick, to strike the back of its head and scatter the braias,
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THE NEW WATERBURYS.

A WONDERFUL RECORD.

THE averaye pewspaper reader who han noticed our siver-
tisements from time to time often remarks, * What a pile
of money those Waterbury fellows waste in advertising,,
and mo dounbt this ia the view held by ninety-nine peopie
out of every hondred. The initiated, however, know what
a wonderfnl resnlt these advertisementa have brought abont.
When the writer came to New Zealand with the Waterbury
Watch in 1887, and made the usual trade ealls, the whola-
sale dealers woald have nome of them; one Danedin firm
haviog sbont & hundred stowed nwn{ in a Dowling-street
cellar, nnite, an they stated, unmlenb_e. because every one
considered it infra dig. to carry a nickel watch. Hetail
jewellers were appealed to, bat with no better result. The
pablic will never take to & nickel watch said they, snd if
they did we conld not sell them without lowering the statua
of oor craft. This positicn wan illogical. They hnn_dled
nicke) clocks, but conld not be persuaded to bandle mickel
watches, Thie result was general in New Zealand, and not
until the advertisements Eegun to appear, and the pnblic
started their eagerness to obtain these waiches, could
any dealer be induced to purchase them. When a
show was made the male grew by leaps and bounds.
Thonsands were sold in each city in the colony, and
the country, stimulated by the * weeklies,’ began to
pour in thejr orders. Shipment after shipment arrived,
and were at once absorbed, orderm originally modest
were doubled and trebled by cable, and yet for nwre
than balf the year we were without stock. Gradoally onr
cirele of diatri{ntnrs extended, and many Grms Gnding that
a regular ‘nickel sge,’ had eet in, bunted the market of
Europe and America for pubstitutes. Each mail brought
small pareels of metal watches equally handsome in appear-
ance, which were offered to the trade as fully equal to the
Waterbury, snd on which dooble the profit coald be made.
They equalled the Waterbary in outward finish only, net as
timekeepers ; thay, like the man who fell out of the bal-
loon, were mot in it Still the inducement of exceasive

rofits waa potent, and many firms who ought to have
quwn hetter became parties to the deception, and backed
up with their inHluence the representations of the maker
abroad whe had nothing to lose, and wers not worth powder
aoud shot, did they imitate the Waterbury never ao closely.
In this manper, and aided by our shortoess of snpply, many
spuricus imitations were foisted upor the publie, and
gained & temporary footing. Our boxes were at first imi-
tated, and Continental watches were cased, ao that the out-
ward tesemblance was great. Many purchasers were so de-
ceived, and have orged na ssveral times to take pro-
ceedings sgainat the partiea to the fraud. Sutlicient
legal ‘evidence of sale and identity has never been
fortheoming, and all we could do was to watch our

*suspects,’ and wait our opportunity.
menogram W, W.C. on the face of every watch, wud buyers
shonld see that it is there, otherwise they are being ' rooked.’
t:radnally the poblic became more wide awake. (ur ad-
vertirsementa were too far-reaching, mnd having initially
created the demand, we were also able to minimise the
chance of deception. Store-keepera in the tirst place not in
the trade, gradnally began to consider the Waterbory a first.
staple. Jewellers saw that their original idea of the viewn
of the pnblic bad been refuted by resnits, and the larpger
and more respectable who were muoat in toneh with the
people overcame that early prejudice and resolved toaupply
what their customers reqnired. Judges, Baonkers, Aer-
chants, (‘lergy, and the other components of our population
called for the Waterbury with no uncertain sound. History
repeate itself. In America, where the Waterbury sales
were originally confined to Clothiers and Booksellers, nearly
40,000 Jewelleras are now purchasing direct from the Com-
pany, and are selling no other *cheap watches.' Their
Hwiss and Home counterfeits have been sent to Coventry.
This is the Waterbary age.

In (ireat Britain the legitimate trade was eqnally
apathetie, and not until close on

ONE MILLION WATERBURYS
had been sold by the great railway booksellers, W. H. Smith
sod Sons, and others, did they chip in.

However, to return to New Zealand, the reaction in favoar
of the Waterburys was as decided as ita former opposition
was spirited and determined. We bave aold during the last
eight months of the ecarrent ({aar more Waterburys than in
any previous year of our trade. Urders fowed in by tele-
graph and telephene, hy mail and by messenger, and many
of thie public who have been waiting months for their watches
as well as the trade are in a position to verify this state-
ment. So far as actoal fignres go, the total sales to date
are

We place our

84,790 WATCHES,

and the population of:the eolony at the last census waa
626,369,  This ives more than one Waterbury to every
eight natives and settlers, young and old, males and females,
in the colony, and is a result totally unprecedented. ¢ Ab,
but how do we know it is true ¥ says & reader, and for pur-
poses of corroboration we annex testinionialz from four only
of the thirty-two firms who are At present, acting as our dis-
tributing agents, who certify persunbally to the aale of over
34,500 watches,

11,952 WATCHES,
WELLINGTON, 24th Uctober, 1891,

I have examined the booke. mnd find that EIGHTY-
THREE GRUSS (equal to 11,552) Waterbury Watches
have been sent out of Meesrs Kempthorne, Prosserand Co.’s
Wellington warehouse.

There have been very few complaints, and every satiafac-
tion is expressed that such reliable timekeepers can be pro-
cured at 80 small & cost.

DS
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MELBOURNE

or surmoer.
conddition of the Skin, and

All the lnat parcel of Giold Watehes have boen scld, and
therw is quite a oumber of orders on hand for thew in the
next rhipment to armive.

(Sigoed) ORLANDO KEMPTHORXNEK,
Managzer.

9,360 WATCHES.
AUCKLAND, 25th Septeruber, 1691,
We have examined our books nnd find that we have sold
SINTY-FIVE GROSS (or 9,360} Waterbury Whatches, We
have had no complaint of any importance, and aul customer
qenerul]{ have expressed thenieelves in terms of ungualified
approval. — Yours faithfally,
E. PorTrk & Co.
4,320 WATCHES.
Cunistenunen, 29th September, 1651
‘We have much plearure in stating that our experience
with the VWaterbury Watch has been most satisfactory.
‘We anticipated all sorta of trouble from purchasers treating
& watch as an ordinary acticle of trade, but cur fenrs proved
groundless. Out of 360 DUZEN (or 4,320) sold Ly us, very
trifling complaint has been received. The almost unani-
mous opinion is, that for strength and correct timekeeping
the Waterbury is unsurpassed,— Yours faithfully,

Enwarp RrErcE & Soxs,

8,000 WATCHE®S.
DUsEbiN, 10th Nuvember, 1891,

We have examined our books, and find we have aold
closs on 9,000 Waterburyy, and the demand for them still
keeps up.

‘We have much pleasure in testifving to the excelleut
character which tliese watches have earned for themaselves
as timekeepers, and consilering the Inrge numbers sold we
have remarkably few brought in for repairs. —Yonrs truly,

New ZraLanp Harvwage Co., L,
(Ier T. Black, Marager.)

The remaining twenty-eight tirms make up the balanes of
sales. We attribute this large turnover to the undeniable
excellency of the Waterbury as a timekeeper, and its intel-
ligent appreciation by the publie, wlio would never have
koown of its existence but for the value of the press as an
advertising medium.

The new short-wind, aclid silver, and gold-iilled Water.
burys have arrived, and auy person requiring the correct
time in an intrinsic setting can obtain the keyless Water-
bury, jewelled movements in_either ladiex' or gentlemen's
size, for from 22a 6d te 63s. The nickel favourites, with im-
proved movements, vemain &t 22¢ 6d and 303, and the long-
wind pioneer series is unaltered at 13s 6d. Call and see the
new watches Lefore purchasing other Christmas and New
Year's presents.

M ol BN,

PHILADELPHIA,
EDINBURGH,
ke

“

Bpeciully prepared for the Delicate Nkin of Lalies,
Children, and others senzitive to the wenther, winter
Imparts and maintains a soft, velvety

Prevents Redness, Roughness, and Chapping

DR. REDWOOD, Ph.D., F.C.S., F.I.C.—* 1 have never come across another Toilel

Soap which so closely realises my ideal of perfection.

[ts purity is such that it may be used with

pPerfect confidence upon the tenderest and most sensitive skin- even that of a new born babe.”
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A TRIP TO PIPIRIKI, WANGANUI RIVER.

HAVE been all over the wn‘rld.' anid,
lately, an enthusiastic visitor here,
tand have **Jdone " river acenery in
all conntries, bot I've never met any-
thing more beautiful than yhur grand
river. Why, the Rhine itself isn't to
be cosnpared with it

Hail onr visiter eome after Stanley
we might have suspeeted thut he was
+petting st ' us, but he preceded the
preat explorer, probatly had yet to
visit the *‘Congo,’ and was on-
(nubtedly quite pincere in hisadmira-
tion. Anyway his words recurred to
nie miany B titie, and oft last week
\iuriog & trip up the Wanganui as far
ma Pipiriki, n rmall rettlenent about
sixty miles fram Wanganui town. i

Lad oiten hankered after a trip op
the river, knowing Ly reputt the extreme Leanty of the
scenery, but my comage waa oot equal to the inconvenieace,
and even danger, of acanoe journey over sume scores ot peril-
ooe rapids, even though the polers were natives of experience

and musele, Wherefore, the chance of a passage io Mr A,
Hatrick'n pew steamer, the pretty little Wairere (nwl_n
water) was seized with avidity, and mew I can, to A certala
extent, speak from experience in vauching for the appro-
priateness of the adjectives 'prand’ nnd  glorions when
applied to the river Wanganui, i

Hitherto the plensure of viewing the charming scenes
shut in by the curves of the sinnons atream Lias been the re-
waril of couraye and endurance, and therefore limited tothe
few whose health and perves were equpl to chnoe risks by
day and camp fites by might. Now, however, through the
enterprise of une of Wanganui'a leading business men, a
more patisfactory state of things is about te prevail, and onr
grand river, for a distance of ot least sixty miles, will shortly
e thrown apen for the delight of all wha can appreciate the
benutiful in nature. .

The Whairere, wiich was built to Mr Hatrick's order by
the well-knowa K of shipbnilders, Yarrow and (,9..
1,omidon, and put together here in Wanganaoi, made ber trial
trip abont & twonth since. She ia & pretty little boat, is
aicely fitted up, easy to bandle, and & good goer, and did
the journey to Pipiriki without difficulty, but as her
dinapht was tound to be somewbat heavier than was ex-
pected, it has been decided to add sixteen feet to her lengt.h
{pow eighty feet), by which means her earrying capacity
and praseoger accummedation will be incremsed and her
draught lightened.  Mr Hatrick is under contraet to carry
mAails as fRr a8 Pipiriki from March next, so we are lovking
forwandl to a consilerably increased touriat traftic after that
dnte.

But tn wmy trip. We were fortunate and wofortuaate an
the dry of starting, Uvfortunate in that the river was
asmewhat low, thus making it more than guestionable
whether we should successfully negotiate the more ditlicult
eapin, nf which there are over fifty between town and our
destinatiun, and fortunate in that the Captain elected 1o
stay the mnight at Parekino {a native settlement about
twenty-five milesup the river) to await the * fresh,’ which he
astired ns wonld swell the river ere the next day broke.

Captain Marshal is & man of copeiierable experience in
river pavigation, a half caste of powerful frame aod self-
porsessed demesnour.  Some years back he was eapased on
the Waikato, but fur & considerable time past has superin-
teaded snayring operations lhere, with the resnlt that heis
fully acquainted with every obstacle, difticnlty, and charae-
teristic of our river and climnte, aud therelore, just the man
for the poat he tills.  We amiled, inecredulous, when be told
us there wonld be * plenty of water te-morrow,’ that it was

Thining in the ioterior naw,’ for to us the sky pave no in-
dication nf rain, and the river reemed to be sinking visibly,

Lt the sequel praved hie prescience, and riveted the conli-
dence in lnm mroused by lia masterly bandling of his
bonaie wee crait.

Anid at Parekine we were consoled for the delay, for
there was a great native meeting on for the discussion of
matters of Linport to the Maori race, and we were thue af-
forded an oppertunity of seeing * the Maori at home,” in the
character of hospituble host.  He had hests to entertain,
tew, for there must have been at least a thousand native
visiturs io And around the pa—if it is not & mis-application
of 1terms to apply the name to pach a motley and uninclosed
Rwemblage uf pawn-timber whares, We were welcomed
with beat of drnms, for the Parekioo natives are musical,
and boast ag exeellent band, which, postel on a sandbank
at the water's edge, played ashore a dnaky reinforcement
who, almndaotly provided with dried shark and such like
dninty edibles 1o assist at the fenst, had patronised the
wtenmer.  The little view beluw showa the village as
it appeared from the steaner's deck, with honses s ¢ angleric
on the edpe of the bank, and the Union Jack Hoating on the
breeze, convineing prwd of the hami's loyaity, despite the
presence amongst them of the notorious ex.rebel and
murderer, Te Kooti. The place prerented a curious aspect
A+ we approached, the people swarming like beetles an the
elre ot ILE brok to give their friends a right royal welceme.
The entire village covers about ten acres of fat, which rune
back level to the base of the hill.  Alvogside were pitehed
the tents of the viniting natives---scores of them—awi the
wcenie which prected our éyes when we had climbed the
mindy pathway was both lively and novel, Stanling, sit-
tiny, squatting, lying, Jancing, jabbering, were natives of
all ayen, sizes, and degreea of zoluur; in all stages of civil-
irzatinn too, frum matted savagery, to covert coats and
wnoked eyeglaswes,  lere, in & temporary hoollh waa &
uative vendor exhibiting and vociferously eracking up his
wares 3 there a ‘aporting eanl’ with a moverble target,
hawling entreaties 1o ' take & ahot, ool being ¢ two
poumde ! two poumls 1! two nds 'Y Under spacians
mariieen the indelent were enoozing, in the open molley
crowdn discuwied eongenial topics, while in the backpronnil
tha wouen of the Aegre couked industrinusly, the air, asthe
afterncon waned, becoming impreghated with s variety of
rteaming wdoues, which, added to those atresdy e eoidinre,
were anything but agreealide to var ulfsctory urgans

By and bye, we had & sight in this connection which in- .

terested and amused ns.  Cloths in the shape of long atripe
of China watting, had been laid for the visitors on the level
ground in their own quarters, and at a given signal the
waitresses npgenred. at least a hundred strung, each bearing
in either hand a large tin baking dish filled with steamiog
sotltoeq ecrowned with a lump of fish. Advanecing with

sncing step, and singiog as they went, they laid the dishes
in place with faces as radiant as if nothing in the world on
a broilin;i day exceeded the pleasare of cooking and serving.
Then gaily they made way for others with beef and pork,
sausages, tes, and bread and butter.

Belyre the feeding of the lions, however, we had some
examples of native oratory, aad of the sawy froid
with whieh a native auditary receives and listens to even
men of mark and inHoence, for on this day, the 4th, the
Korcro opened. The speakers, however, were few, and
their speeches brief, and as to me they were * Greek " [ shall
not attempt to explain their parpurt, Fuough that Te
Kooti opened the ball, and Major Kemp, whose last rela-
ticne with the erstwhile fugitive bad been those of parsuer
apd pursued, sncceeded him, but nothing in the mapect of
the listeners squatted roumd, nor aoy applauee at the finish,
afforded aay indication either of the rank of the speakers,
or of the impression made by their remarka.

*What is Major Kemp sayiog ¥ I ioquired of & fine-
looking, well-dresased native, whose kindly intelligent face
invited contidence.

‘I can't explain to you,' be replied with a perfect ascent.
* He iz ueing language that it wonld be difficult for me to
make clear to you.”

* Wlat is the object of this meeting ** I ventured further.

¢ Oh, it ia for varione things, but chiefly abont the land
laws, which press too hard oo the oative peaple.”

¢ la the meeting opposed to the ltovernment ¥

* Neo, but the Goveroment must give ns better land laws.
At }}‘resent they are all in favour of the Europeans.’

* Think you the natives should have greater facilities for
disposing of their land 7'

! No, I think it should be made illegal for them to mell
any land, for everywhere the Huropeans have already got
the best land, and we have not enough left for our people.”

f. 1ut I thought the natives still held hundreds of thousands
of acres.’

*You consider. A European must have five hundred, a
thousand, ten thoonsand aeres for himself. Take the land
we have, and divide it_among our people, and how much
does it give to each ¥ Na, we must stap the sale of land, or

by-and-bye we'll be withoss any for our people’s chil-
dren.’

Some forther talk aboot land ensned, in which I had the
temerity to pledge tha Hon Mr Cadmen to bring in nexk
seszion & really good Native Land Rill, and then we spoke
of Te Kootd.

* A bad man I’ said we.

*1 doo't konow that,’ be replied.  * Ha did not want war,
hut be received great provocation, sud his blood was op
A man does atrange thiogs when he ia angry.”

“Uh!" we m};ecf. *a man need not commit marder.
wonld not have done so.”

*1 don't know what I might have done,’ he returned,
calmly. *How c¢an & wan tell what he might have done
onder certain circumatances, or what he may do to-da;
to-morrow * Can yon tell what yoo will do to-morrow ?

*I couldn’t murder women and cbildren ! eried one of us
impetususly.

“No," he gently responded, *becanse you are a woman.
If you were & man it might be diferent.’

i1 contde’t kill women and children,’ I interposed, *bnt
I eould %ill & man, 1 think, if he argered me greatly,’
whereat he turned and smiled into my eyes as if he relished
the annonncement.

‘You kpow,' he resnmed, presently, 'the Maori peopla
were much like dogs.’

* (3h, no,” we dissented in chorusa. .

' Yes ; they ate, and drank, and slept, and knew nothing.
How could they know ? In former days thE{ had no Bible,
and no one to teach them right; but now they understand
better, and they will not again do evil deeda. I think my-
welf they do better than tbe Eoropeans. Youn bave laws
and gnols for those who disobey them. We have no paols ;
we do not need them. Our people are not thieves and pick-
pockets. They live quietly in their own villages, mindinge
their own affairs. There are none of them in your gaole
And none of our people suffer want, or go hungry, for those
who are rich share with the others. It is not eo among
Euoropeans. And the Maori is more hospitable. Auny of
these houses here you may walk into aod welcome, but
what would be done to a Maori if he akould walk into one
of your houses ¥

*T should not like to go into one of these honees here,” I
remarked, somewhat thoughtlessly.

* You would not like to? No; {uh that ie ot the point.
Yon woald be made welcome.’

‘But—I mean—" I hastened to explain, afraid ¥ had ‘Pnt.
my foot’ 1o it, * I should fear to be considered intrusive.

He laoghed, a tritlea eardonically, and jost then a group
of his friends, who had been watching, and no doabt dis-
cussing, his Lorero with the wakine pakehas, beekoned him
away. Ve watehed his departure with eyes full of pro-
found respect. He waa a handsome fellow, and hailed from
the Wairarapa, but whether a * personage’ or not we had at
the time no means of discovery, He was & man of some
education, however, evidently, and of thougbtful, kindly
temperament, and we parted from him with real regret, for

¥Yoao

TE FRIKUA ToK]

GORGE, NEAH PFIPIRIKL
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he had interested us= greatly, being in all his little maaner-
intns a8 nulike vhe typical Maori as it is possible to imagine.

The speechifying on this, the first day of meeting, did not
last an hour, and had it not been for oar Wairarapa friend
we shonld have been somewhat enwnuyé of it, for we had
been led to expect a formal reconciliation between Major
Kemp and Te Kooti, and had been anticipating a great rob-
bing of noses. Nothing of the kind took place, however,
and so little imposing or remarkable was the person of the
sanguinary ex-rebel that—I am loth to confess it—we did
not know till efterwards to whom we had been listening.
Enropear habiliments lack the graceful hang of the * mat’
of former days, and Te Kooti’s fipure is not of the imposing
arder, though not altogether devaid of dignity. He stooped
considerably, but appeared well preserved, and spoke with
considerable vehemence. Hia attire consisted of dark pants
and vest, & grey coat, and grey felt hat. He has maintained
the strictest seclusion eince his arrival, some two weeka
sinea, the flap of his tent being kept eecurely fastened and
guarded by the three graces, who divide his conjugal nffec-
tions. It was subject for mirth to us when we learned that
we had uawittingly, and, I fear, noappreciatively, listened
to his * talk,’ to recall the little devices we had made use of
to obtain just one peep ioto the canvas sanctum, how we
bad coaxed the three wakines and pleaded with their assis-
tant, a dusky fellow of the bull-dog order, for admission
into the interior, for & mischievous half-caste fellow had
said to ns, ' Te Kooti will see yon. (in into his tent and
hold oot your hand. Lf he takes it you are welcome. It in
all right. Go.® Very good, durky friend. We went, but
the she dragons barred the way, and, moreover, put np an
umbrella lest onr prying eves should penetrate the canvas.

It is a singnlar coincidence that the friendly pative who,
when in pursuit, shot away two of Te Kooti'a fingers, was
alao at the meeting. I wonder if the two tangied for the
*loved and lost.’

A most Ingnbrious tangi was yoing on during the apeechi-
fying, and for some time after at the other end of the pa,
where several couples of willow wreathed wehines tried and
wailed most heartrendingly, all unconscione, apparently,
of the b atanding prekehas, whose commiseration was evekad
by the {umting nighs, atreaminog tears, and other signs of
woe.  To all appearance they were utterly blighted beinga,
and they indulged their grief with an abandon which seemed
to betoken complete insensibility o mundane afairs.

. Just beyond the enclosure where they hetd their harrow.
iR concert the Salvation band played merrily, and ever
sad anon a Jad would testify with & Hippant Hnency as
wonderful as his sxtreme familisrity with the plans end
purposes of the * Unknowable.” At the foet of the drummer
wat & European Insn with a look of ail too comscions gond-
NE8A opon a  passably pood-leoking face, The servics
seemed to afford fitful wmmusement to the noatives, who
erowiled round when the band atruck up, to dispersa ayain
during the testifying.

FIHFIRIKL
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As evening apploached various services were held, prayer,
' praise, and sermonising in the open, droning aervices in the
meeting houses, ete.; while the villaga band discoursed
dance mueic, which set the dusky heels a-tripping. Among
the dancers was one minus a leg, and a nierry soul he wasa.
Mark Tapley was not a patch on him. Flourishing his
crutch in the air, and pirouetting on one foot, he shook hia
stump, from which depended an empty trouser leg, as if in
a fine frenzy of delight with life and his snrrouodiogs, his
merriment and antics making all beholders roar with
laughter. But to me the most * ameosin little cuse’ in the
whole village—where, whatever the object of the gathering,
all seemed bent on making the most of the present hour-
was & copper-coloared mite of abont two years, who, elad
in a short shirt, ran about anong the pakehas as if wishfnl
to attract notice, and who, when reprimanded by a *little
mother ' of —any six—sguatted down, and with a little
bronze paw on each knee, and a strangely pnckered up-
turned fgce, pave vent to a pianissimo version of the oﬁl
crone's fonge Jdust like a little graven imape he lonked,
;I_’lﬂ we langhed till our sides ached without disconcerting

im.

The visiting natives were very free with their cash, and a
good story is told of how they helped the funds oi the
Parekino footballers. These fellowa are *whales’ on. the
ball, but they felt themselvea but * poor beggars” notwith-
standing, for their eredit balance only totted up to £11. So
taking connael tugether before the * gathering of the clans,’
they resolved, io the true spirit of commerce to *come
round ' their guesta to be ; and this was the way they did
it. The captain came to town and invested their total
eapital in tobacco and cigars, and setling up a booth, they
retailed their stock at an aidvance of a hunired per cent.,
oot a bad return this for their troubie, and I guess their
consciences smote them never at all when their visitora
smoked their shilling cigarettes to the refrain, ‘1 was a
atracger, and ye took me in,’

The vieitora reprerented mll parta of the jsland, and
amaongst other distinguished-looking atrangers we saw Wi
Parata and Mr Taipna, M.H.R."s., Te Heu Heu, of Taupn,
and others whose names I ecan't spell. None of va would
willingly have tnissed seeing the settlement ent carrival, but
by nightfall wa hal abont enongh of it and ita beatific
odonts, and we returned to pass the night on board the
steamer. At dawn next morning we resunied our journey,
for the captain’s prognosticatione were correct, and a cou-
siderable freshet had already added several feet to the
depth of the river.

The scenery up tu PParekino had delighted us by its diver-
sified beauty, but for the rest of the way we were [airly en-
traoced, save when drenching showers temporarily broke
the epell, for, slan! the rain which had tlushed the river
continned to fall at intervals, but that putwithstanding,
wa nlteroately sketched and euthused until we reached
Hipiriki, by which time we felt almost brave enough to hire

& canos wherein to finish the npriver younroey. KrerybodY
Lnowa that oor river rans its devious way for over two
haoodred wiles, ahd probably the aspect of our little town
and noble bridge, with its river span of 160 feet, is familiar
to moat people; bat to the mejority, the coantry above
Parekino must still to & great extent be s forra incognita.
Thoen, however, who have gone furthest wre unstioted in
praize of the scenery tuet with, and as for the river, each
mile, it Is eaid, of the way to Taomaranui, opens up new
and grander featurer.  Huch is certainly the case na far an
Pipiriki, each rench of the river surpassing its predecessor,
until adjectiven fail, and the behulder iw eontent to aitin
mute aduiration.  As we asconded, the reaches shortened,
the banks iorremsed in height, the vegetation became
denser, and more diversitied, and the scenery nltogether
grander in character.  All the conditions were favourable
on the second dry. The morning broke softly, despite the
heary showers which had fallen in the aighe, the sun’s rays
shimumeriog on foliage still glitrering with reindrops, an:d
sprioglike in its greenness.  For the first bour or two the
sky was cloudless and the nir sereme, and between
the rapids the still transparent water reHected like
a glass the verdure overhaoging it. Along the base of the
river banks for miles grow weeping willows, planted, it is
said, by the missionaries in their journeyings up and dowa,
the work being doubtlesa atill carried on by the fresheta
which are conatantly depneiting broken branches and twigs.
Poplars are also in abundance, and with the willows vary
very apreeably the foliage, hesides aiding materially in
binding the hanks. Nplendid tree ferns, too, Hourish aau -
dantly, piving a tropical touch, and here and there are
lovely waterfalla, past which the steamera plide all too
rapidly. The most beantiful is the Kakahi fail, about half
a mile above Pipiriki. To oar regret, however, the steamer
did mnt atay loog enongh 3o mllow us to see it. At
intervals where levels oecur are to be seen native =ettle-
ments, one of which is Rapana, (Londen), It in & Homan
Cathnlic mission  station, and boaets & tiny wowmden
church. We were rather disappointed in the rapids
The freash had towed them down considerably, and they
looked lesa formidable than wea expected ; still, none of ua
yearned for a canoe. It was much niore comfortable, and
cettainly safer, nitting in the bow of the aaug little
steamer from whose paddle-wheels the foam Hew in
massea as she breasted steadily the boiling waves.
several of the rapide are of great length, and some are
dangerons owing to the way they shelve. (lne, bearing
the significant name of Kaiwhaka (canoe eater), alelves
to the bank. under which it extends sowe considerahle
distance. The lonpest tapid is Moutoa, situnted alout
forty-five miles above Wanganui. It seemed to us inter-
minable, and ere we reached its head we had begun to wonder
if the rest of the river was all rapil, when, all at once, &
small islet, with a tall poplar standing sentinel like in ita
centre, appeared in view. Naund.looking at ficst, ita form
gradually changed as the boat sped cn.

* How like a grave ! sonmie one exclaimed.

*That is Moutoa,” a bystander informeil us.

*Likea grave? A grave indecd " we thought as a vision
of blood-reddened watera and dusky faces upturoed in the
death agony rose hefere us, for wae it not here, on thia
little irle, that the Friendiies in '64 made a stand againat
the advancing Hauhaus, who, frenzied with frantic zeal,
were on their way down the river to attack the town of
Wanganui. The rebels numbered about a hundred wod
forty, the loyal natives were more thap two tu one. The
fapatics fancied themaelves invulnerable, but the river was
dyed with their blood, and our allies conquered. In ec-
memoration of the action—a most important one in its re-
sulta—the l'rovince of Wellington erected here, pot far
from the bank of the river, a life-size statue of *tirief,’
bearing, amongat others, this inscription, * To the memaory
of thoae brave men who fell at Moutos, 14th May, 1864, in
defence of Law and Owdler against Fanaticism and Bar-
bariem,’

! Beautiful, exceedingly !" was the verdict as an extensive

suorama burst upon var view juat below Jerusalem (Hirua-
gnramn the oalives make it} By the way, what a wag
muat he have been who gave to these native settlemeata
their pAmes.  IFancy natnes ao sugrestive of cultured mag-
nificence as Athens, Corinth, Jerusalem, Loodoa, ete., ete.,
fastened upon these poor little collections of raupn and
wooden huts, #o0 limited in number that you apecolate in-
stinetively as to how many of the villagerr roost in the
trees. At Jerusalem there is a tlourishing lluman Cathaolie
Missinn Station, and a sisterhood presiled over by the necam-
plished and indefatigable Sister Mary Joseph Aubert, whose
remedies, compounded of New Zealand herbs, are beconing
80 popular. Beyond this point the ecenery became even
more beantiful, and only one tepret disturbel our perfect
enjoyment of it, viz., that the Wairere hurried on as though
her snle mission waa to prevent the possibility of these Iuveﬁy
views lmprinting themselves upon our retinas,

Oar stay at Pipiriki wna very short, nor did the settle-
ment present any features ealeulated to make us regret ita
brevity. Very uninviting it looked, the more especially as
the rain was now coming down in torrents. Une of the
wment dangerous rapids in the river 1a situated just above
Pipiriki, and on this and other secounts a considerable titue
must elapse before there will be steam navipation abave
that eettlement, but, of couree, canoes may be hired from
the natives for the purpose of continninge the jouroey, which
in poxnible as far a9 Taumaranui, 180 wites from the mouth.
(in the raturn the little steamer seemed like & thing of life
wpeeding on the wings of the wind, for the atream wns run-
nicg senward swiltly, and she acudded with it at the 1ate
of fourteen miles an hour, doing the whole ilistance of nixty
tiles in four and a-quarter hours. -~
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The death of the Duke of Clarence has formed the most
~ensational topic of conversation doring the last week.
ToBuenza and its consequences swept off the onfortunate
prince with it neoal rapidity, and the world was scarcely
conreions of his illness before the news of bis decease was
being noised abroad to the four corners of the earth. There
have beer ¢rises in the history of maokindi and there may
be like crises again) when the welfare of nillions of human
beinge has been depeadent wpou the existence of a certain
person  In the past whole pupalations have been known
to pass [rom ooe ruler to another by the mere fact of & wwr-
ringede conrennnre, and,indeed, without such means the con-
solidation of Feropean naticnalities conld scarcely have been
eftected. Uinly within the last centary bave the European
peoples, fullowing the examyple of the English, begun ta re-
pounce thepassivity with whichthey formerly snbmitted their
destinies to be intlneaced by individoala The feeling of
persunal Joyalcy is decaying last everywhere, and while a
monarch like Fraocis Joseph of Aunstria still roles peace-
folly with & sort uf hereditary absolutisw, the sebmission
1o it is voluntary on the part of his sobjects, and depends
npon their esteew for his admirable qualities. Their affee-
tion is Far the man, and ont for the family hie represents.

The ieeling of personal ioyalty amceng the Hritish people
bas fur centories been of a rather tepid 2att.  Afrer catting
off the kead of Kiny Charles 1. the FEnglish became. indeed,
a dreadiu! warning and eaase of <cofling anto their neigh-
boars, and fur niore than a huadred years afterwards they
did without any <trong feeling of loyalty towards dynasty
Daring this period the sentiment which
kept the people of Engzland anited (for those of Scotland and
ireland were very doobrful in their allegiance) was that
which animates then to-day. the natiooal feeling that they
were Eaozlizh, and wonld rule others rather than be ruled.
and elect whatever family they preferred to the throne. h
wa« pot until the accession of George I11. that the sense of
perwonal esteem far the monarch was again in sonie degree
restore! ta patriotic sentiment. The long war with Fraace
served Lo 1ntensify this, and connteracted the iufluence of
the =onz of Gieorge [I1., whose uestivnable habite tended
to disgust the poblie with the represeatatives of the
monarchy.

or individual raler.

After the ves-ativu of chropie diseord between France and
Eurape. however, came the development of modern demo-
eratic ideas which are in every land sapping the feundatinas
ot hereditary thrones.  That the loyalty 1o the British
woparch ha< endured eo ooaltered daring the last tifty
yuars i owing yreatly to the fact that our Yuoeen asxumed
the crown as a mere pirl, and was deprived of her vonsart
in the prime of her years. The sight of & woman and a
widow conscientionsly discharging merely nominal functicns
has been snificient tu conciliate even theoretical republicans,
and the enormous extension of the British Empire doring
that petiel Bow pramises to give & Ionger lease of roje to
the CGinelph line by virtne of pecessity.

Maiery peoples are fast learning to gosern them-elves,
and nwriern mooarchs, especially those of England, are
growiog more and nore oiere pawive embodiments of
sational feeling. They symbolise the unity of the race.
At phevent the senwe that the rulers of the Biitish Empire
are vot renlly English bat of imported foreton stock prevails
at home, thoagh not =~ stroogly as when the Hanoverian
race firet assumed its regal inheritance across the tietan
tkeean. The yeneral regnet shown at the Jeath of Cardinal
Manging by English people of all ehadex of opinion, from
Calviniete 1o sgDestics, iv s evidenee of the strung feeling
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of national pride which now ignores even sectarian bigotry
in its judgments, and eould Fogland boast of & traly Britiah
race of ralers, there is no doubt that the feelinf: of personal
liking for the monarch woald be much greater than it is.

As a matter of fact, since the death of Queen Elizabeth
the Eaglich people, despite their talk abont loyalty, have
pinned their faith to the rulers whe served their purposes
and governed them as they desired to be governed. When
these showed an inclipation ta tyrannise they were pre-
sented with the natiomal * walking-ticket,” and so intense
was their love for liberty that 1he English have ennzented
tu be ruled by an slien race which Ly intermarriage has
always remained alien in blood from the people Now
more than ever the expediency of preserving the nominal
swovereignty of the Guelphs appears even to those of strong
democratic prociivities, and the wider is the view taken of
the destiny of the English-speaking people the greater does
thiz necessity appear to become.

Thanks to increasing facilities of vommanication, she
muodern tendency is to greater unity rather than to separa-
tion. Formerly in Europe people of the same blocd were
prend of their narrowness, and the citizens of neighbouring
townas wete prompt to engage in battle apon questions which
in these days sppear perfectly ridicnlons. The minds of our
ancestors were the reverse of cosmopolitan, and as in the
case of savage tribes, there waa a tendeney in two strains of

the same stock to grow estranged and hostile to each other

owing to isolation and cessation of mental contact. The
secession of the U nited States from England was an instance
of this, and the repulsion between the mother and the
danghter woald have grown incalenlably bat for the daily
multiplying boads of attraction across the Atlantic, which
are fa:t redocing it to the dimensions of the proverbial
* Herring 'ond.”

A like isolation of the colonies is being prevented by those
iodern Agents, steam and electricity, and the sene of a
world-wide Enipire is now growing more rapidly in Greater
than io Lesser Britain. For the creation of this an heredi-
tary monarchy vor Commonwealth seems indispensable, in

which, hawever, hereditary peers wonld probably play mo

part. A supreme head is: neceszary o every {sovernment,
if only to exclude ambitious soldiers and politimans. The
elective principle has not proved altogether a syccess in the
1 nited States, and would clearly be immpracticable for any
bart a solidly compacted community. I the idea of Britizh
sodidorite is ever to be realized, it will be embodied in &
Democratic Imperalism, or an Imperial Commonwealth,
the head of whieh will be hereditary. Hence, should this
idea grow, we may look aoid many political changes in
Encland for a persisteney of the monarchy as the common
link of the race and the expression of national sentiment.

In these days nothiog is sacred. A Dr. Hlobinson, of
London, has been ipstituting experiients with newly-born
infants evidenciog the connection between the homan race
and the monkey tribe. These experiments the Pl Wnil
tiozotre has grapbically reprodoced im illustrationz on its
pages, which form & very interesting, i not altegether
paiatatle study. When the Darwinian theory regarding
the descent of man was Birst promalgated tweniy-two years
ago, it provoked an outburst of disapprobation, and the
reat seieatist was aailed by many as virolenciy as if he
had offered them & personal insanit. Sowe opponents took
a highiy chivalrous position, and saked if he Jared
to cunpect their women with an apimal race, qgoite
aver-looking the fact that the Xinship of Enropean
divinitiea with crones of the Digger-Indian or An-
damanp.islander sort could mot for a moment be dis-
puted, and also that at the oatstart of life the belle of
the season was not so very mach to look at after all. Such
tricks bas stroog imagination, bowever, that while the
sotion of an mnimal origin for men might be mooted, the
<ame idea with repani to wowen was rhunped.

Habit and scientific evidence have since then compelled &
#ort of acceptance of Darwin's theorie As the scope of
homan knowledye expands and the oumber of persons of
buth sexes who devote themselves to the stody of acience
increases, the pew explaoations of what was belore unex-
plaioed gain ground. Erer since tialileo and Kepler re-
sealed the principles which anderlie the nniverse and Newton
di~covered graritation, themarch nf science has Leen victarinna

and irresistible. Gradoaliy even man has been broaght
within the scope of everlasting natural laws, and the derelop-
ment not coly of his body bak of his mind is being noted in
the domain of langnage, of laws, and of morals.  Little by
lictle the odd doctrine of & self-ceotred human race with a
aniverse existing arcand for its wole and special benefit is
being discredited, and mankind is being ahown s only a

THE LATE CARDINAL MANNING.
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F15 EMINENCE HENRY EDWARKD MAN-
NING, tCardion]l Priest of the Koman
Church and Archbishop of Westminster,
was the son of the Inte William Manning,
Esq., M. P., merchant, of Lordon, born at
Totterbridge, Hertfordshire, Joly 15, 1808,
and was elncated at Harrow and Balliol
College, Oxford, where he praduated B.A.
in Aret-elass hononrs in 1830, and becae Fellow of Merton
College. He was for some time one of the select
preachers in the University of Usxford, was appointed
Rector of Lavington and G:ratffbam, Sussex, 1834, and Arch-
deacon of Chichester in 1840. These perferments he resigned
in 1831 on joining the Roman Catholic Church, in which he
entered the priesthood, and in 1857 he founded an ecelesins-
tical congregation at Bayswater, entitled the Chiates of St
Charles Borromen  The degree of D.I). was conferred npon
him at Rome, apd the office of Frovost of the Catholic
Archdiocese of Westminster, Protonotary Apoetolic, and
Domestic Prelate v the Pope.  After the death of his
Eminence Cardinal Wistman, Monsignor Maoning was
consecrated Archbishop of Westminster, June B, 1855
Pope Pios IX. created him a Cardinal Priest, March 15,
1875, the title assigned to him being that of 535. Andrew
and Gregory on the Celian Hill be zame Pontit in-

vested him witk a Cardioal’s Hat in a consiseory held at
the Vatican, December 3k, 1877. Dr. Manninz wrote foar
volumes of sermons and other works before 1850 ; since that
date ' The trround: of Faith,”1852; ' Temporal Sovereignty
of the Popes,’ three lectures, 1860; * The Last Glories of
the Holy See Greater than the First,’ three lectures, 1861 ;
* The Present C(rizis of the Holy See Tested by Fio-
pheey, four lectnres, 1861 ; *The Temporal Power of tle
Viear of Jesus Uhbtist,’ 2nd edit., 1862: “Sermons on
Ecclesiastical Sabjects, with an Introdoction on the Rela-
tions of Epgland to Christianity,” 1863 : *The Crowa in
Counci! on the ** Essays and Reviews:" a Letter to an
Anglican Friend,” 1863 ; * The Convoration and; the Crown
in Council, a Necond Letter 1o sn_ Anglican Friend,” 1863 ;
* The Temporat Mission of the Holy Ghott ; o1 Reason and
Hevelation,” 1863 : * The Reanion of Christendom: a Fas-
toral Letter to the {’lergy,’ 1866 ; * The Temporal Power of
the Pupe in its Political Aspect,’ 1866 ; ' The (entenary of
wt. Peter and the tGeneral Council,” 1867 ; * Epgland and
Christendom,’' 1867 : ‘Ireland: a Letter to Earl Grey,’
1868 : * The tErumenical Conncil and the Infallibiliey of
the Homan Pontitt; a Pastoral Letter o the Clergy,' 1869 ;
*The Vatican Council aod its Definitioos : a }astoral
Letter, 1870 ;  Petri Privilegium : Three FPastoral Letters
1o the Clergy of the [liocese of Weatminster,” 1871 ; * The
Four Great Exils of the Day,’ 2od edit., 1871; * The Four-
fold Sovereigmty of God,’ 1871 : * The Divmon of Socrates,”
1872 ; * Ciesarismm and Ultramontanism,' 1874 ; * Che Inter-
nal Mission of the Holy Ghoet,” 1873 ; ' The True Story of
the Vatican Coancil,” 1877; "The Cathulic Chareh and
Modern Soeiety,’” 183%: and " The Eterval Prieethood,
1885 ; besider numerous eermons and pamphleta  Cardi-
pal Manniog was well-known, not only for his work as a
Koman Catholic Prelate and Divine, bat also for bis exer-
tions in the cause of temperance and other modes of aocial
reform. The celebration of the Cardinal's epizcopal jubilee
took place on Suooday, Jape 8, 18%0. A year and seven
maonths later, on the 14th of Janaary, 1892, and a few hours
belore the Doke of Clarence, Cardinal Maoning died
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I have several fashiomabie and very precty
weddings to describe this week, and yet I hear of several
uther inleresting mattimonial events to fallow chortly.
The marriage of MrJ. L. B. Bloomlield and Miss Hilda
Frances Ruock, youngest danghter of the Iate Captain Fredk.
W. Ruck, 13th Regiment Light Infantry, was solemnized in
st. Mary's Cathedral Chorch, Parnell. 1 was going to
aive you & full description of the wedding, but I learn that
you have already received a long aeconnt of it Therefore
I wil}, perforce, contéent myself with all the pames of the
guests whom I can rvecall, hoping I shali not repeat those
already given. The yachte belonging to the Anckland Yacht
(’Inb, of which Mr Bloomtfield is & prominent member, were
gay with bunting througbout the day in honvar of the evenr
Mre Whitney (jun.), black merveilleua and lace gown,
fawn hat with pale blue ostrich tips; M Coates, grey
gown, and eufel colonred boonoet : Mres Ho Blalr, pretty
cream silk gown Howered with black and trimmed with
black velver, e¢ream and black bonnes; Mrs Duathie,
pretty grey Howered costume, black lace hat with grey
sdowers ; her sizter (Mrs J. Ansenne) looked pretty in a
striped cream gown and cream hat; Mrs Hanes, black
irc and facket, white linen shirt, and black lace hat withk
white feathers ; Miss Wylde-Brown, pretty corntiower blue
gown tlowered with white and trimmed with white emn-
broidery, pretty hat trimmed with cresm feathers ; Miss
Apderson (Parunell), prewey white dress, and black bar
trimmed with buttercaup yellow ; diiss Lawiord also wore a
dainty white dress and hat ; Mrs Taylor (Pamell;, pretty
Hlowered Fiench muslie gown, and boonet to march. A
namber of vther guests were present, bat their names were
onkaewn to me.  Amongst the gentlemen were Colonel
Carté, Ibr. Haines, Rev, C. M. Nelson, Mr Leatkam, etc.

(Jo the foilowing afiernoon Mr Edward Morton, of the
firm of H. B. Morton and Uo., merchants, was moited in
matrimony to Miss Gertrude H. Biss, eldest daughter of
Mr 5. B. Biss, Chiel Postmaster of Awrckland. The
marria;re was solemnized in the Birhop's private chapel,
Bishops €onrt, Parnell, the sacred edibce being crowded
with the many irienda of the young couple.  The ceremony
waz performed by the Hev. J. Bates, of Holy Trinity
Chureh, Nortk ®hore.  The bride was given away by her
iather, and wure an exgoisitely handsome gown of rich
ivory white sarah silk. tizined, and trimnied with white
embroidered chitfion, wreath of orange biossoms. and beanti
felly embroidered tulle veil, and carried s very beautifal
bouyaet made by Mise Speight, and compusedl of pure
white blossorms and delicate maiden-hair ferns, ried with
streamers of ribbon. The bride was atrended by three
bridesmaids —Misas Mand H. Biss, Miss May Fisher,
aod 8 tiny sister of the bnide. The first couple wore
gowns alike of ivory white rreje dc cherifie, sashes
of Liberty silk, and pretty hats of white lace trimmed
with panze ribbon snd white and yellow poppies. Lach
carried a lovely bonnuet tied with ribbon to barmonise with
the gowns, and wore lovely gold bangles, the gift of the
bridegroom. The third brideemaid was simply attired in &
pretey frock of zofy white moslin, finished at the throat and
elbowa with dainty frills. She slso wore a cap composed of
fine valenciennes lace and ribbon, and carried a luvely basket
of Howern. Measrs Arthur Morton and MNoel Biss artended
the bridegrocm in the capacity of groomsmen. At the con-
ciusion of the ceremony the bridal party druve to the resi-
dence of Mr and M Hiss, Uarleton Gore Koad, where they
were entertmined. The Lappy couple receivred nomerous
congratulating telegrams from friends in other parts, and
Tuany very custly and handsome wedding pgifts were ex-

hibited. Thronghoat the day the vessels in the harbonr
were gay with buoting in honoor of the auspicious evenr.
Mra ~. B. Biss imotber of the bride) wore a handsome gown

of rich black milk and Yace, black bunnet relieved with
yellow chitfun, bouyuet to rarrespond ; Mrs Mortun fmother
of the bridegroomn ) wure a rich black satin gown, beautifal
lace mantle and bunget ; Miss Morton, pretty belintrope and
Kuld gown, ereaw hat trimnied with feathérs; Mrs H. b.
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Mortop, beantiful gown of «ilk veiled with biack lace and
relieved with pale pink, buanet to correspond ; Mrs Graves
Airken, handsome long black lace muntle over a black silk
gown, pretty bounet trimmed with ganze ribbon; Mm
Dyouglas, rizh black surah silk gown, black bonnet relieved
with white ; Mise Philson, dainty Howered French muslin
gowao, black hat with pink roses.

Another wedding which eccasioned a coneiderable amonat
of interest amnngst a large circle of friends was solemnized
at St. Andrew’'s (‘horeh, Epsom, the happy conple being
Mr Thomas Billington and Miss Mand Watkins, danghter
of Mr Watkins, of Epeom. The Rev. Mr Marshall per-
farroed the ceremony, which was witnessed by a larre con-
greaation of interested friends mand others, The bride was
given away by her father, and lonked exceedingly pretty in
a lovely trained guown of soft white cashmere finished with
lace and orange blossoms, and wreath of orange blossons
snrmounted by a long tulle veil. She carried an exquisite
bridai bouyuet, from which depended long loups of ribbon.
The bride was attended by four bridesmaids—the Misses
Clarm and Flossie Billington, and the Mistes Watkins (21—
all wearing tasteful and pretty gowns alike of white mnstin,
and dainty hats, and each carried a lovely basket of Howers.
Mr Parkinson of the lLoan and Mercantile Company acted
as best man.  Mr and Mrs Watkins entertained the bridal
party at their residence, and the newly. wedded counple, after
receiving the congratulations of their friends, leit by the
afternnon train for the Waikata, »n rentr for Koturua Hot
Lakes, where the honeymoon will be epent.  Mizs Billing-
ton wore a stylizh tailor-made fawn costume, and pretty
terra-cotta hat: Mrs T. E. Billington, striped heliotrope
silk pown, and eream hat; Mrs K. A, [hommend, ve

Tetty pale yreen gown, and becoming cream: and pale pink

aL

I hear that the marriage of Mr A. 1. Edwarnds and Miss
Jobnstone takes place shortly.

A little bird whispers thal engageruents have just taken
ptace between Mise Mand Ruck and Mr Leatham, of Par-
nell, ahd Mr Norman Williams, a proniizent member of the
Gordon Cricket Club, and Miss Packey.

The lovely summer weather we are now eujoying is
specially suitable for all sorts of outdoor amu-ements.
Children's parties are mach more ea*il{ managed ia a large
garden than in a honse. Sothoaght Mrms €. V. Houphton
and Mise Battley when they issued invitations to some of the
juveniie friends of Miss Elsie Battley anid Master Noel
Houzhton. The visit of the latter ta lanrel Baok,
Mount Albert, s drawing te a c¢lose, as Mr and Mrs
Battley are chortly expected from Hobarr, where
they are resting for a week or two oan their way ot
from Fngland. The little aunt, ciad in pretty pink,
and the smaller pephew, in bloe and white, received
their dizinantive gunests nader the lovely caks which make
Mr Bartley’s garden look =z¢ English and pretiy. Mrs
Houghton, in black skirt and grey aod white striped
bodice, and her sister, Miss Battley, in cream with
Homan striped sleeves, were notiring in their efforis
to amuse the visitors. It was too hot for twoch ex.
ection, aod 1he boys lazily watched the girls singing, under
Mis« Harttley's skilful guidance, an aristocratic version of
“ally, Rally Water,” 10 a very pretty tune: also a new

ame, " All round the village.” Mizs Rattley still suffers
rom ber throat, thourh ~he 1z now allowed to =ing a little.
A very delicions tea was browgkt out and partaken of onder
the trees, the boys rousing themselves 1o +lo full jastice to
thin bread-and-botrer and * thousands,” jelly, blane-mange,
and cakes of all kinds. The iced cake was replete with in-
digestible articles, such as two or three th-eepences, six-
pecces, bottons—in faet, I never saw such a ‘rich ' cake
before. Amongst the guests were Mrs E. Cooper, in a
pretty white embmidered dress, black hat: her 1wo little
girls in white with black ribbons: Mis- Fintrie Dixnn,
white, black hat and sazh ; Miss Kathleen Alexander and
ber two brothers, Harold and Ernest : Misses Mildred, May,
and Jeszie Woite, and eheir brother Arthar; Miss Blorrie,
and Master Fred Carr; Miss Pearl fiorrie and her brother
Arthar.  Aln:ost all the lirtle girls were in white, and
louked so cool and fresti. _After tea they adjonrned to une of
the paddocks, and thoroughiy enjoyed themselves until
eight o'clock, when they ceparated.

[n maay of our churches yesterday reference was made to
the sudden deaith of the Pluke of Clarence and Avondale-
All Saints’ was draped ig black with a purple band.  Jthes
chaorches used white instead of coloared Howers on the com-
muaion table. The * Dead March in Saul’ was played, the
cong tion generally baving the pood taste and strez to
stand during its performance. We believe we can do nath.
iny for the dead, but we can ar least show our sympachy
with a bereaved family, and oar loyalty ta our tpueen aml
cruntry. Probaby oot here very few will wear the compli-
mentary th:ee weeks' monrning ordered for the peneral
public, except those copnected with the government urcivie
oftices. The warship H.M.5. Taoranga iz in moarning,
and all the dags on the varions pablic otfives are half-mast
high.

Aod stili the chrenicle of unr amu-euients must go on,
%o hie we off to Mr J. 1. Wilson's house i Heniuera, where
we encoantet the frieads and memberaof the Young Wowen's
Uhristian Asseciation. There & very pleasant afternon was
Bpent, the new Secretary, Miss Macdoaald, being present.

Cricket io the Domaic next calle for & wond, A very in-
Leresting match was wol up by var eaergetic Colonet liuring
between his men and some representatives uf H M %
Taarangn.  Severnl of 1he othicers are keen cricketers, and
watched the game from uader the welcome ehade of the
trees, where thiey discussed an excellent «f froo v lanchenn
with the Colonel and Mrs Guring, ete.

A large and rocces-fal tes was given by the membaers of
the Anckland Folu Ulab this week at Poiter's Paldock w
their lady friende, where there was & great wnster of the
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fair sex. The groand now is periectly arraoyed, the lawn
beicg mowed and the uneveoness smoothed away. The
memnbers wha playsd were the Captain (Mr (FRorke,
Mesess Lockbart, Uolgrove, Gilmore, Francis, Englasd,
Byd. Williamson, and Wansborouyh. It is really wost as-
tonishing 1o «<ee how much they huveimproved. The game
was thorouyhly exetting, ahd of citirse we were now ant
then entertainet by & full or sunie antics uf the pocies, who
do not as yer perfectly underntand the pame.  tine of
the ponies wished to play himself, and ecauvpht the handle
of the stiek in hi= tail, and =eemed very lutn o part with
it Amongst thowe present [ noticed Mra - Dy Lewis, nav
costnme, gyey hat: Mre Doy Honeyman, a very hand-
some prey cashmere, yelluw silk front trimmed with
white lace, tojue of yellow roes and white feathers;
Mrs Lawry, sported pavy silk; Mrs Seymourit.eorpe,
dark yrey spotted delaine: and her daughter, eorn-
fower hlue, white sailor hat Mi<s Anmdersun, a stylish
check_ bat with yellow poppies : Miss lervis, white: Miss
Mowbray, fawn: Miss Werr-Taylor, white: Mic~ Banke,
wrey, and her sister, white; Mise Mclauchlin, grey aod
lack striped silk trimmed haodsomely with heavy white
lace or embroidery ; Miss Mark= Inoked charming in navy :
Mrs tiertz, white. Mr and Mr Graham were driving, as
alsoc were Mias Firth and her sister. Miss M. Firth was
riding, as also Mis< Rinks and Mr Bilsborough. There
were & great many other ladies present, but 1 cannot at
resent recall them. Amongst the yentleman were Jir.
wis, Messrs J. Coates, Stubbings, Daveney, Uhamberhin,
O sullivan, Colbeck, Mcekellar and others.

Mrs Moss Davis gave m very successtul little dance.

Water picnics <eem to be quite « fr mrls at present, and
the one given by Mrs:Dr.i Honerman was a very recAerch
affair.  Aboat forty guests were 1nvited, and the Britannia
was chartered for the oecasion. [ must tell you that the
ficni:: waa given for a Mr Morton, who is engzaged tao Miss

sabel Hay, of llemiuera. We first went up and Jduwa the

harboar, cailed at =t. Helier's By, and eventually landed
at the {)neen-street wharf, only too sorry that the excursion
was over. Amonist the guests T poaticed Meszdames (Dr.)
Lewis, Haines, Lawry, Nathan, Mizes Firth, Marray, Mrs
and Miss Moss Davis, and nunierons other ladies and gentle-
Taen.

Mr Hay, a relation of |ir. Honesman's, also gave a picnie,
this time ro that charming little spor, Lake Takapona, buot
not being there, I cannot tell you very much abont it, cnly
baving an account of it from one of the party. T believe
they ail had & lovely time, what with the bostiog en the
lake, daficing, & very rhi- dipner, and a splendid host, what
mwore could one wish for* Mesdames Honeyman, Lawry,
Haines, Misses Firth, Mr and Miss Muss Davis, ete., ete.,

were of the ty.
Whilst intorming you of the amounnt of diseipation going
on, I most not forget to tell you of the eharming littie daoce

Mra Walter Lawry, *t:lenside,’” gave. It was a most per-
fect evening, and everybody had carts Mancks 1o wander
about the garden just as they wished. The ladieanll looked
very mire. The hostess wore a handsome llack dress
trimmed with hsher net; Mre Honeyman (for whom 1he
dance was given) wore a lovely amber wlk dresa, trimp.ed
with chitfun = Mrs Moss Pavis, hlack silk : and her daupghier
jooked very well in a cream <ilk, rs also did Mis= i'oner
anmd Miss Kilgour.
Mk

Ay DeEAR HeE,

Thengh it is many months since I wrote 1o
you, I now rentnre tu send yuu a letter, as it is npon that
never stale topic, at acy rate to the female mind —a wed-
ding. Being thoroughly «n fadt in the subject of the recent
matriage of Miss Helda Ruck aod Mr Lueas Bloomiield, 1
think yoo may like to have a full, true, and particolar
gecount of it.  Long befure the time appuinted for the cere-
mouy—3 p.m. —the lovkers-on began to cullect in anod
arcund St Mary's Charch, Paroell, and we guests had te
run the mauntlet of many pairs of eyes a= we betook our-
selves to vur nlaces.  That was the moment when we fely
painfully aware uof aey weak point in our armour, and
a wrickle or wry fold in one's wedding garnent was
a bunilisting fact.  Whilst awaiting the bride s arcival, my
dear Bee, I will describe the frocke of the gnests as they
arrived and took their seats in thechancel.  Mrs Bloombeld,
the mother uf the bridegroom, wore brown satin with putings
of cream colour duwn coe side, and a bonoet of creamy lace
and feathers ; Mrs Handowek's puwan was also brown, bat uf
brocade, a 1er eream crloured beanet had touches of gold
in 1t; Mi<s Wreay was i black lace and sarin, with a
white bonnpet. These three lalies carried very handsue
Bowjuets, a3 dild Mra W, Hloomtield, wlhose creans-
caloured frock of a soft falling woollen fabric opened over
a vest embroudered in beliotrnpe and  silver.  Har
byouet wa- such an airy structure that one rather doubted
if the regulation for & woman's head being covered 1z
chureh was beiny obeyed. It consisted of three standiay
up ribs of heliotrope and <ilver, to which were fastened
some white ostrich tips.  Mes Carre ware black broche aod
lace with sume beantiful scarlet hybiscus blos~nmsto relieve
it and mateh her bonnet, of which the muiif was scarlet ;
Mrs Goring's silver grey silk had vest, coat, lappels, ete., of
white silk embroldersd ia grey and silver, and her black jetr
bonnet was enlivened with touchea of bright pink ;. Mix«
Rescruge Lad & very pretty guwn of zreen and old gold
trimnied with guipure, with a hat to match, and bowjoet
of harmonidng tints: Mizs Mowbray, blue and white
pongee sk trimmed with lace : Miss Puwer and Mies
Anderson botin wore =imple white frocks aod Hower batx—a
wmyst suitable custume on such an intensely hot dJday
and wne which we, their elders. ib wvur ailks and
bunneta, envied | can as-ure you, but the disadvan-
tages of sge are many, alas: Haviog yivea you
some of the guesta R« rreents cowriors, [ owill taptalize
you oo lenger, but come o the wedding party proper,

Vhen we were all beyinaing Lo be tired of sueing wha waa
better sire<sed than cuesell, Mr- Huck appeared, escorted
by her old friend, Coloned Coriag.  She Jwoked remarkably
well in & dark blue pongee =ilk Howered with white, and
trimnsed with white guipare, her buonet of Llue carn cockles
having mtrings and putting~ of creamy chitten.  Thea the
weililing hyuis was begoa, aud we saw the younyg bride
coming op the aisle, an the mrna of Mr James Coates, wha,
after playing best muau at many weddings, bas heen pro-
muted & srep, and huale his firet apjedrance vo &ny stage as
‘the heavy father.” The bridal pown was of ivory while
hrocarde, with Houncing of Irish point on the frmet of the «kirt
and the bawjaeof the nolize, the loay traic being left jlaio.
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The tulle veil wae held in place by s crescent of pearls and
diamondu given by the bridegroom, mond the bonquer had
some real arange blossons in it, & rarity at this season of the
year. Her fan was of white ostrich felt).nens, and was I'.!_u
@it of Colonel and Mrs Carre.  The bridesmnids were in
green, berinping with a darkish shwle in the leading pair,
and graduated down to a faint tint in the last. Mise Ruck
and Miss tieorge came Lirst, their green skirts and coiraes
baodices having pleated square yokes of ambersilk.  Next
were Miss Jervis and Misa Wylde Krown, in If:r green
frocks with yokes of the darker shade in silk. thy, Mrs
Puwers and Mrs Walker's litthe girla in very rnl_e green
Frocks falling full and straight from yokes of coral pink silk.
The bats of all six were perfect poems, the lace of which they
were cuniposed lonking aa if pleited by fairy ﬁnFers, they were
s light and gracefal,  Each bad a large bow of ribbon tosuit
the custasne.  The four grown up maidens had gold Langles
piven by the Lridegroum, the two little girls gnld brooches.
The foriuer carrisd cascade buuquets of yellow and green, the
latter baskets of Howers. After the ceremony which was
wricrmed by the liev. Mr Preston, we all went to Mms
tloomlields house, * Wonona,” and there inspected the pre-
sents, congratulated the ‘happy pair,’ ate cake, ices, and
miany other good things, and drank champagne, tea and
coffee.  Amongst the presents were many o=eful and pretty
wilver thingw for the table. Conwpicuous amongst them was &
silver tray from Mr Coates, and a case of salt-cellars fron
Mr Bloctield's yachiting frienda.  There were spoons of all
kinds for afternoun 4ea, jan, fruit, ete., etc., several ching
orpaments and elaborate photograph frames.  Uf all the pre-
sentaperhaps the onethat took iy fancy most was s travelling
bag given to the bride by one of her brothers-in-law. [t was
fitted withi all one could possibly want, aod the handles of
the brushes and other thiags were of ebony, on which dark
groaud the silver monngram showed with good eflect, and
which ia a chaoge from the everlasting ivery or silver. At
Live we all assembled in the verandab to see the young
cauple drive away, and were much amused in obser\'mf that
Mr Contes was quite unable to drop liis wsual role of best
man, and was doing all this fonctionary’s work, putting
Gladstene hags into the carriage, and 8o on,  The best man
iwhose pardon I must beg for not having mentioned him
wooner}, Mr "Niel, found his billet by thia time quite s
sinecure. There was a recond-beat man toe, Mr Stegall.
We had no speechifying and oo tears, for which we were
thankful. Mr Rioomfield's going - away dress was s
light summer tweed with panel, vest, ete., of white
corded silk, and a hat which seemed a mass of white
ostrich plumes.  Befure they left the white reina were
changed fur dark ones, they, poor things, imagining that by
this piece of artfulness they wonld deceive the public as to
their identity, a8 if new clothes and travelling gear was not
quite encugh to mark them as bride and bridegroom, to say
nuthing nf their young and radiant faces. As 1 began by
describlus the costumes of some of the guests 1 will tinish
with a few more, though cudgel my brains as T will I eannot
paxsibly remember all.  Mes U'lirien was in black lace,
with one of these elegant lopy iace maatles, embroidered in
yuld sod silver about the shoulders and collar; her
danghter, Mra Collins, fromw Wanganui, wore a grey
corduroy cloth gonwn and fancy straw bat (& very
retly costnme). Mrs Ward looked very well in bright
llelio(rﬂpe colour; Mrs Seymonr (ieorge was also in
grey with & touch of scarlet in her black bonnet; Miss
lLizzsie Barston looked very well in silver grey silk and
a black bonoet (I see by the Hame papers bls,c{: headgear
ix the fashion just oowi; her sister, too, was in black and
rrey i Mrs Lioosdhue wore pale grey, and a pretty bonnet of
klm-k and gold: Mrs Neison, biown silk trimmed with
white lare, and bonuet to match. 1 don't thiok I told you,
by-the-bye, that the newly married people have gene to cthe
Lakes for their honeymoon, and meditate a trip Home
shortly, with which itemt of intelligence 1 will sign mywelf
yours atfectionately,
GRUFFANUYF.

DeAvg Ber, JANUARY 13,

There haa been harlly anything poing oo since
you heard from me, but we always expect & dull moath
after Christmas, and reoerally get it.  So many pecple are
away that it would te ditticult to yet np anything in the
social world, The Stanleys bave catised snme pleasurable
excitenient by their recent arrival, and Mr Sianley has sue-
ceededd in interesting his large nudiences at the (lpera
Huuse, where he has given a series uf lectures on Africn
In the way of entertainments this has been absolutely the
only thing with which to beguile an evening last week.
The tirst twn evenings the building was crowded, but lately
the audience has been falliny off. [ fancy the charges ave
tather high for this 1ime of 1he year, and therefore wuniler,
conridering how much of ope's inconie is spent in travelling
&t Chiristmas tine, that he had s0n many listeners.

Lately we have Leen more fortunate, as we have had n
splendid concert by Madame Bahuson and troupe.  Madanme
Kahnson was most cordially welcemed back anmongst as, for
she is an eld favourite of ocurs. Rle bronght with her an-
other nld_friend in the person of Mias Katherine Harly,
whe left Wellipgton wme time Ago in order to join Madame
Bahrson.  Fraulein Van Hoyer ie also of the company, and
s quite new to um

Mra (Dr.) Colline has returned from Dunedin, and has
brought with her Misr Ciheon, of Dunedin, for & visit to
Wellington. The Misses Williame have returned from
Christchureh.  Mirs Chitfenel, a young Iady lately from
hiome, is staYing with Mra Izard,

Ou New Yearsday Mr: Charles Izard chaperoned a pienic
party to Khaodallah, but the weather was horrid, the rain
makiog everythicy miserable, and cavring the party to
break up and return to town much earlier than was intended.

The tireti trip to the Snunds was very pleasant. The
party, which was chaperoned by Miss Holnies, bave now
retusned, and included Miss Jzard, Miss Chitfenel, Misa
Huodgkins (unediny, aml Messrn Field, Synons, Jackson,
Vouel, Need, ete.

Misa Menzies hne returneid from lovereargill, and her
sinter in viniting in Hlenheim. Mrs H. D). lell and tamily
hiase gone Lo their sormer residence in Lowry Bay.,  Migs
l\:m;pln is visiting her wister, Mre 1'iatt, wt Falmemton
North.

Mr Robert I'arker has taken the residence of the late Sir
William Fitrherbert at the Hutt, and s few days Mr
and Men Parker gave the first of a sevies of parden parties,

a delightful amosement being mosic in the open air.
The weather did not behave quite ws it shonld have, bat it
is to be boped it will be better next tima

Mr and Mrm P. Buckley gave & largs ’F“dn party in
bonear of Mr and M Staniey and Mrs Tennant, who is
travelling with them. Their lnvel{ place at the Hutt is
admirsbly suited for this sort of thiog, snd althoogh the
threatening westher was very annoyiog on such ao oces-
sivn, everyone seemed to spend m delightfal afterncon
The delicious afternoon tea, cskes, froit, sweets,
ete., were dome ample justice to, and the lawn tennis
ground waa occupied the wheole time. M Bockle,
received in & handsome black gown and large blac
hat, being still in mourning for her father. Mre Stanley in
a tine-looking tall lsdy, wnd locked remarkally well inw
handsome blue gown figared with fowers. Amongst others
—and thete were a great number— were Mrs E. Liickardeon,
Mms Cooper, Sir Janres Hector, Mias Hector, Mrs Kemp,
Mrs and the Misses {irace, Mra Tolhurat, M Fitzherbert,
Mrs Kediliford, and the Missea Diranpstield, Wilferd, Brano-
don, ete. A eapital band played during the aiternoon in
the garden, and the afterncon tea was served in A marguee
erected in the gronnds, With such an admirable host and
hostess you can well imagine that everything was perfectly
appointed and arranged.  Many rested in the drawing room,
and even there found plenty of amusement. What & pretty
room it is and so artistically decorated, the long room being
partially separated into two by am arch draped with ear-
tains, and at the extreme end of the inner room a large
niirrar is placed with & border of plush, ou which are shewn
up all eorts of rare china with very good effect, and every-
where the eye reets it will see tlowers, ferns, or palmes 1n
gracefully dra; pots. It ia a bhomely room, too, and
every chair, though beautiful, looks as thonzh it were
meant for nse as well as ornawent. You must know what
T menn. Nome otherwize beautifol rooms are so stitf, and
always look as though they had never been unsed except on
state occasions. But, dear me, [ am digressing, and before
closing would like to tell you abont the only concert I
have heard of Madame Bahnson's After heariog
this owe I ahould like very muck to un again, and
lope she will prulong her short season. Madame Bahnson
sang ‘Dove Sono'’ e,\'(}uiiil:ely. and salso pgave her now
famous interpretation of * The Carnival of Venice,' besides
several others, but I think I enjnyed the dnet* Mira Norma'
more than anything, suong by Madame Hahnsono and Miss
Katherine Hardy, which was given with true artistic skill,
Miss K. Hardy chose ' Ask me no more’ and * Ihr die ibr
Triebé.” Both these ladies were encored for everything.
Mr (. A. Pearson sang two songs, but was hot heard to ad-
vantage in either. Fraalein Von Hoyer, the pianist played
twa pieces very brilliantly, and Mr F. A. King played two
violin solos extremely well. He is one of our most promis-
ing violinista. Miss Hardy, sister of Miss K. Hardy, played
the accompaniments.

By the Ionic we have had several distinguished visitors—
the Earl and Coontess of Meath, {ieneral Shipley, of Her
Majesty's service, and Colonel Wethered, of the Bucking-
hamshire Velunteers. The Earl and Conntess have crme
for the benefit of the Countesa' health, the English winter
being teo severe for her. They intend visiting the hot lakes
almast  immediately. Geoeral Bhipley and Colenel
Wethered are on a pleasare trip, and hope to see the West
Coast Sounds before completing their short tonr in New
Zealand for they intend travelling back to Loodon by the
Tonic in about three weeks. It ia forty years since Lieneral
Shipley was in New Zealand, so it most be very ioteresting
indeed, to him to see the changes. RUEBY.

CHRISTCHURCH.

Dear BEE, JANUARY 12,

Unce more we are trying to settle down aiter
our more than nsoal number of holidays to take farewell of
the old year and welcome the pmew. We are a progressive
tace here, especially in holidays, and for housekeepers and
heads of families geoerally these Christmas Lolidays have oot
altogether been a joyoos time, for in addition to the couk
ithe prop of the bousehold in a family gathering) wanting a
week just then when the house is fall of relations from near
and far, the butcher says he will not be round for three
days, and the baker on Wednesday says ' he will not eall
apain till Tuesday.” This is rather perplexing, considering
the telperature we have to endure about this time  How-
ever, ali's well that ends well, and the poor mothers have
been saved something, for we have bad remarkably cool
weather, with frequent showers, which have kept the dast
down, buat mot in any way icterfered with pleasure parties,
and [ only hope that next year cur tradespeople will not
say the day before Christtuas * we shall not be round till the
fizet week in Janoary.’

Most of the gatherings have been family ones through the
week, and now half the town seems to have taken itself ofl
to raralize somewhere only the Cinderellas being left.

The Hegatea an New Year's [lay waa the most popolar
outing, about eleven thonsand people visiting Lyttelton.
The Ecclefechan was the Hagship, and Captain Dow bad
about five hundred visitors. Captain Bourke, of H.M.8.
Rioparooma, entertained a party of ladies and gentlemen,
and also threw open & large part of bia vessel to the general
public, In additicn to the races there wae a snbmearine ex-
plosion by electricity, which was watched with mach in-
tereat.  Fireworks on the water at night, and the proces-
sion of buats burhing coloured lights was really a beaatifal
sight. Then later on the search light of the Hingarooma
was torned on, and surprised a good many with its wonder-
ful power, and some who much preferred the darkoess.

At Laocaster Park several thoueand people went to see
the zreat bicycle race between Husst, Rawlinshaw, and
Wilinot, The former baving such a reputation, mach in-
terent was taken by oor local ‘cyciiate. However, Hawlin-
shaw won.

The Merivale Temperanee Gnild bad s pirnic oct at the
Tai Tapu oo Mr White's property, the mehers of the cem-
mittee and the Rev. C. J. Merton and Mm Merton acrom-
panying them. Mrand Mrs Whire were most kind, beil-
ing water and helping in every way to make the day a plea-
want one for the Jarge company. Somper and New Biigh-
ton each received its hondreds of patrons.

Un New Year's Eva Mrs Leounard Harper gave m nnall
dance at Tlam. Misa Hotton was there, Miza Maude, Mise
Bct;.wen. Miss Robison, Miss Lean, Misa Uampbell, and & few
others.

At Mre Jobn Matson's, Sprivghield, a party of you
people danced in the New Year merrily enou,:z'h. ',ithnf
song occasionally batween the dances, while the eider mem-
bers of their numercns relations spent s moat enjoysble
eveniog at Dr. Thomas', |

A delightfnl Eienic wan held av (Governor's Bay, where
Mr and M John Andersos and Mr and Mrs Lewin and
families are spending their holiday., Abount thirty joor-
neyed trom town and joined them, making s moat plessaat

arty.

4 A{Lhe close of the old yenr Mr (3, Clitford, of Flaxbourne,
was martied to Miss Dennis in Harwarden Catholic Chapel,
tha Rev. Father Hinnr.j' ﬁrlurmiug the rite. The tride
was given away by Mr J. . Lanee, and the little ehorch
was lilled with spectators, both being well-knowan in the
district.

Another wedding of mther a novel character took place
the beginning of the year. You may have heard of ' green
field* charch, and this really took place there, for the
marringe ceremony waa performed on the lawn in front of
the residence of Mr Harris, whose youngest daoghter, Alice,
was married to Mr A. W. Blanchard, of Wellington. The
Rev. W. Morley officiated, assisted by the Rev, J. N.
Hattle, brother-in-law of the bride. The bride's dresa waa
of cream silk lustre with tmain, long veil and wreath of
orange blossoms, and lovely bounuet of white Howers and
waiden bair fern. She wore a gold bracelet =set with
diamonds and sapphires, the gift of the bridegroom. The
bridesmaids—Mias Craddock aad Miss Morely wore eream
dresses, and hats to match, and Miss Battle (niece of the
bride) & pink dress, and carried bouquets of cream roaes,
They each wore & plain gold bracelet, the gift of the bride-
groom. Refreshmenwn were served in a marquee on the
lawn, after which the happy pair drove off in a good, or
rather eruel, shower of rice.

A party of young ladies have taken s cottage at {iovernor'a
Bay, and are having the jolliest times. The Misses Bea-
wick, Helmore, and Millar, are amongst them. There are
eight altogether, I believe.

Apocther party of younz men sre camping out at Akarua,
amonsat them Professor Bickerton's five sons. Their's ia a
large party, about twenty, and they combine the useful
with pleasure. One is a self constituted engineer-in-chief,
end they are making great irrigation works so many honrs
in each day for the benelit of a neighbonr who has some
wice danghters and an orchard.

Mrm Khodes, Elmwood, with & large party have been
spendiog a week at Akaroa The Hon. Mre FParker and
farily have gona to Dunedin for & month er two.  Mr and
Mrs Alan Scoct are on the West Coast.  Professur and Mrs
Haslam, accompanied by Mr and Mise Michell Clark, bave
gone to the Southern iukes. Miwa Cowlishaw and Miss
Hennah are visiting Sir Jobn and Lady Hall, Hororata.
Mr and Mre Wilder have also gone to the Weat Coast.
Mrs Acton-Adamas leaves for Engiand in tha Coptic, taking
ber daughter and one of her sons.

Miss Gireenwood has returned from her long visit o
Hawke's Bay. Talkinz of that district reminds e ot an
engaygement—that of Mr Aunderson, of Napier, to Mias
Mysie Aikman, of Christchurch. 1 have also heard of an-
other—Miss Frankish and Mr Heywood, a nepliew of Mr ~
J. M. Heywood.

All Dr. Frankisha frienda were pleased to welcome hime
back, and to see him lookiog all the better after his trip.

We hase quite & namber of Wellington visitors here.
Mr and Mrs Symonds are staying with Miss Heywood ;
Miss Hamerton is spending a few weeks with Mrs Geo.
Koberts ; and Miss M. Kreeft with Mm A. H. Tarmball,
who has only just retnrmed with ber husband from & trip to
England.  Mps Wright and Mrs F. Barraod are visiting
Mm J. W. N. Marchaat.

The many iriends of Mrs J. K. Johnostan will regret to
notice her death, which occurred at Fielding only a few
days ago. She had been failing in health for some time,
and when they left Christchurch for their new home at
Fielding it waa hoped the change wonid be beneficial.

oLty VaLx.

DUNEDIN.

Dear BEE, JANUARY 13,

Again T am sorry to say that I have a most en-
interesting letter for yon, but uales I indulge in roinances
I cacaoct tell you of parties, becanse there have been none —
not one. The town is growing emptier and emptier, while
at Portobello, Hroad Bay, and other seaside resorta they are
having concerts and all sorta of fono, for everybody ia out of
town and getting sonburnt and altogether rustic.

At the theatre the Walter Bentley Company atre still
drawing good housea. Walter Hentley bimself is aaperb ;
oce never gets tired of him. He seems perfect in every
character he takes, but above all othera I thiak I liked him
best as Shylock in the © Merchant of Yenice.” Yon have a
treat in stere,

For a few days the town was all alive with the Tarawera’s
excursioniata bound for the West Coast Sounds. A big
crowd went vo see the first beat load sway, and everything
aboard looked as inviting as ever. The deck was prepared
for the dances, and down below the dear little theatie wasa
all itted up with its stage and drop scene, footlights, carpats,
and all eomplete. There was every prospeck of a good
time. It is ecarcely strange the faseination these trips
have, for combiced to the magpificence of the ecenery, and
all the charm that the nnrpeakable grandenr has, is the
social life, and sy muany pleasures mre crowded into those
few short days as are usually epread over a month ar twa.
After apce groing there is an nneatiable desite to go again.
The Rhodes, of Christcburel, went thia trip —Jr aand
Mre -, E. Khodes, Misa Amy and Miss Emily, Mr
T. A. Maitland (Dopedin and Miss M. A. Maitland,

Mr and Mrs F. E. Joseph (E\'ydne?‘) Mr K. W. Kane
(Adelaide), Mr J. Peele, artist (Melboaroe), Mr Perrest,
artist (Dropedin), Mr Perry (Timarm), Mr F. A, Pt

{Timaroj, Mr and Mrs Penden Steel (Sydney), Mr J. Suiith
(Melbourse), Miss Studholme (Chiistehurch), Dr. W, Hislop
{Palmerstog), Mz and Miss Hay {Temuka), Misse A, and
Mise M, Harrison { A=bburton), Mrd. . Findlay, Mr D, M.
Findlay, and Dr. Flemiog (Balcluthn), seven of the Creapios
(Melbourne), Misa Allan from the Taieri, and others neaser
lome.  Mr F. Yvoog has again been given the manageruent
of the concerts and atage, etc., and under his mansgement
the eveniogn are sure to be a snccess.  Mr Timeon presides
over the musical department, sod a quartette party also go,
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Aas there is nothing daing in town, perhaps yoo would eare
to know what is going on in the country districta  The
Caledoninn Society gave the annasl bull at Berwick, about
two handred gue-uﬂing preseat. Mr R Gibb and Mr G.
Mathieson scted as M.C.'s, daccing being kept op till day-
break. Some of the dressem were very protly. Among these
were Mrs A. Sincluir, white cashmers ; Misn Sinclair, pink
non's veiling with awansdown ; Min Mary Mitcheli, also a
pretty pink dresa trimmed with lace, with low neck and
ehort sleeves ; Miss Mackay, white embroiderad muaslio ;
Misa IJavies, pale blue; Miss Crossan, light grey: the
Misses Cossan, white mualin trimmed with embmidery:
Miaa Kempehell, whita and pink ; Misses Robinson (2), pink
Asherman’s net over pink; Miss McLean, white ; iss
Hattray and Misn McIndoe, bloe and white ; Miss Sander-
son, white atriped wuslin ; Miss Shenan, cream delaine;
Misses Farqoharson (2), pink ; Misa Mnrray, white muslin
with pink ; Miss M'Donald, white checked moslin with em-
broidery.

Thergﬁller'l Flat Cricket Club hell & ball at the Kidd
Bros.' Hall at Hogmanay. Among the Indies present Mise
Young, of Beanmont Station, looked nice : Miss Cavendish,
blue cashmers ; Miss N. Pringle, white maslin ; Miss Kerr,
white [ndian muslin : Miss M Totyre, brown ; Misa Steven-
eon, white with rose-pink eash; Miss Agnea Kerr, also
white ; Miss M'Combe, pink [lams with white lace ; Mias (.
Kerr, white {ndian muslin relieved with salmon pink ; Miss
Thompson, black ; Miss Phillipa (Beanmont) black ; Miss
M'Ras, white; Miss J. Stevenson, brown; Miss M,
M'Combe, Howered delaine; Mrs Hand, brown; Mm J,
Piingle, black sitk with velvet trinnnings; Mrs Christie,

ink ; Mis Lattey, also pink; Mra J. Hennett and Mm

astie, white } .

By next week, Bee, I hope our people will be back again.
Anybow, the Febroary races will make the town hively
again, and 1 expect we shall have more excitement crowde
into a week or two than we shall eare for. A

AUDE

NELSON.

JANUARY 15

Let ns hope as 1 go oo my good genins will £n-
lighten me, for at present I have not the least idea what to
write abont. Everything bere is more than usually gquiet
just now, aod all one heats from morning to night is Jobi-
iee talk until one peta decidedly full ap of Jabilee. IF all
the gaieties take place which are at present spoken of we
may all look forward to a lovely time. Wiy, Bee, aftar
Jubilee week I am sure people will say our pretty little
town ill deserves the sonbriquet applied to it of * Sleepy
Hollow.! Why, our festivitiea are wo last a week, and even
the Empire City's only lasted three days! Are yom not
astonished at our energy, Bee? .

People are begi.nni:’g to returh now After the Christmas
holidays, and very glad we are to welcome back all atrollers,
for BO mMaDY lsml;\t.{A houses mnke_ a town look dismal
Among those who have come to visit ns this Chriatmas I
noticed Mra H. (rlaagow, who is staying here with her aunt,
Mrs Pitt.  She is looking se well. _All her girl friend- are
very pleased to apain see ber in their midat.

\Vbat a pity it is that the baoks move their officers ghout
.  We are losinz this week Mr Brooke-Amith, who
ic & general favourite here, although kis atay has beea for
a0 short & time, hardlg more than a mmonth. Aockiand is
to be the gainer this tine, Bee, for it is there that he has
been moved. He is in the Bank of New South Wales.

There have been ona or two_very jolly picnics lately got
up by the gentlemen, most of them visitors to our town ; in
fact, there were three nlt.oﬁether, one to Cable Bay, oce to
Wairoa (tovpe, abd one to Mackay'a Bluff, but to the latter
place we only went abont four in the afterncon, and just
took onr tea, Awmong those who have been to these picnics
wera Mesdamea Levien, Pitt, and Preshaw, and Misaes
Levien, Hichmond {2), Pitt, Catley, Watson (2), Broad,
Sealy, Meason, Preshaw, and Messrs Brooke -Smith {2),
Glascodine, Kirkby, Donean, Faller, Symena and Norris.

Uh, Bee, we hn.g such a joliy dance, given, I believe, by
Mr Glascodice. Mrs Levien and Mm Preshaw were the
chaperones, and there were about twenty there altogether.
It was a dreadful night, pouring with rain, and thundering
and lightening so much that one felt quite dizzy, but not-
withstanding the stormy night we all weat, and were well
repaid for our soaking, for we did bave fun. Mrs Levien
was wearing grey aod black ; Mrs Preshaw, & steel grey
satin made bigh; Miss Pitt, who looked very well, wore
green et ; Miss Levien, a pretty robe of red surah silk and
chiffun, red featber fan; Miss ¥. Sealy, red neon's veil-
ing ; Miss Meeson, pink pun’® veiling; Miss Watann,
pink fisherman's net; Misa G, Watson, ecrn net; Miss
Cntley, apricot silk robe braided with silver ; Miss Broad,
black silk and net: Miss Preshaw, pale greeo silk and
chifon. There were also present, Measrs (ilascodine, Me-
Lenn, Kirkby, Doncan, Biooke-Smith (2), Fulter, Atkin-
son, Richmond, and Symons.

(ur tepnis courts were VETy gay on the occasion of the
return match, Brook Club persué Nelson Clab.  Play began
shortly afver 2,30 p.m., and lasted until after 7 p.m., the
result being a draw. Nelson won three singles, and Brook
Club won one singte aad two dunbles. The Nelwn repre-
sentativea were: Mesas Jones, Broad, Fernie, and Kirkby,
the Brook Club were: Mesars lireen, Levien, Mabin {2).
Some of the sets were most exciting, but the most interest-
ing one was & ringle played bg Measrs Broad and Levien,
the former winning after & bard struggle. There were
more onlookers theie than 1 bave seen present at tecnie
for some time. Mrs V'reshaw was wearing a grey costume,
with black and yellow bopnet ; Mrs Levien, a sweet grey
Howered muylin, Llack boonet; Mrs J. Sharp looked
delicionsly enol in & blue zephyr, with white hat and blue
cornflowers ; Mrs R. Kingdon, dark green with Swies belt
of velvet ; Mra PPitt, fawn einbroidered robe; Mrs H. Glas-
gow, pretty Howered delaine with dark green velvet trim-
niiogm, pretty white ntraw bat ; Mm Bunpy, black skirt,
white blouse, large black straw hat; Mrs L. Adams, grey
zephiyre, black sailor hat: Mrs Williama, cream cashruere,
large cream hat; Misa Preshaw, eool looking white robe,
ruinll eailor hat; Misa Jones, pale green trinuned with a
darker shade of velvet ; her sister, black robe, pretty white
aerophane hat with pink Howers: Miss Broad, cream
Howered mualin, small eailor hat; Miss Levien, thio blue
merge skirt and jacket, white silk bLlonse: Miss Pitt, her
tennis coatame of red nun's veiling.  Hot I have forgotten

Dear BEE,

to tell yoo that tea wan dispensed by Mrs Levion, and we
atl were very gratefol for it, for it waa one of Nelsoa's very
hot und cloae days withont any breeze

Let us hope none of the other camping-omt parties
will experienca what one party did who were canip-

inF at Torrent Hay, some miles from Nelson. They
all went out boating early ia the morming, and
when they eame back to cawp, they found mearly

all their tenta burnt to the groond, in fect, there was onl
vae nnd sonse of the provision tent left. A small lire whic{
they had left in the morniog nat bave been [anned by the
wind into & blaze, and so done the damace. Their loas was
considerable, for besides cluthen some of them fvet money,
and even jewellery. A dreadful ending to a pleasant hoF-
day, wes it not, Bee
FHYLLIS.

NEW PLYMOUTH.
JANUARY 16,

Christraas feativities being over and done with
for this year. I muat try and work ap my arrears of corres-
pondence. The last few weeks have been very happy omes
to most pecple in spite of ' Kiog Infuenza’ making so many
bow the knee befote hitn. Thank Heaven I can at last say
of him, * Now lies he low, and none so poor to do him rever-
ence.’” Have you heard of this wonderfol Chinese remedy ?
A MrChew Chong belonging to these parta {the same, by-the-
hye. who won the firat piize for butter at the Dunedin Exhi-
bition, and who was also stated bg & well-known butter ex.
pert to possess the beat managed dairy tactory in the eclony)
says that the disease, which 18 & very common one in China,
is entirely cansed by a parasite under the skin, which ia the
meana of spreading the fever. This is his treatment: He
looks about for & pimple whkich 13 yenerally to be found in
the back of the patient; then he breaks the skin aud draws
out & long thread-like worm, and lu ! immediate relief en-
sues.  He ie said to have cured many people

I suppose you all had gay tinies on Christnias Eve, and we
alao ha.rnunﬁ'mg to corplain of hére, St. Mary's, as usual,
looked lovely. We have far more decorations done than in
most places. [ have put time to give yon a detailed account,
but I must mentien the pulpit. It is of dark wood with
panels of rich ruby plush, and almost ail 6f the woodwork
was covered with the loveliest mass, except Lhe pillars, of
which there are many tiny ones, aac these were wreathed
with the moat delicate white flowers, such as heath and
agapantbus.  Miss Katharine Hamerton planned and car-
ried out this important part. The font, tow, was very
lovely with its giaot crown of white Howers, and Miss Flor-
ence \Webater deserves all credit for her part of the work of
decoration. In the evening there war a carnl service, which
was very pleasant, and a nice conclusicn to & busy day.
Masters Arthur Stapp and 5. English tock the solos, and
reflected great credit om our new organist, Mr E. Brooke,
who is training the boys as choristers.

The town «as gay on Christmns Eve.  Une conld almost
imagine one was in A& section of London, or rather in a con-
tinental town on a Sonday. There were streams of people,
bright lights, bands playing, much ga{ langhter, Aaps and
many decorations. It was pleasant to hear the hearty good
wishes and greetings oa all sides, and there was much hand-
shaking and chatter, for many visitors have been here for
Christmas. Among the many I 1ay mention the following :
Mias Percy-Smith, Misa Reeves, Miss Bella Mencenger,
Miss Broad, Miss Melado, and Messrs E. Halse, H. Fookes,
W. Devenish, (iraves, and Wilzon.

()n Christmas evening the public were aceorded s treat
in the s_lmPe of a sacted concert, when selections from the
< Mesaiab,’ ¢ Elijah,” and * Creation ’ were givenr. Perhaps
the best of the clhoruses'were, “ Be Not Afraid,’ and the
* Hallelujah * choras, which both went with the greatest
spirit. The gem of the evening to my mind was ' It in
Enoogh.” It was exquisitely seng by Mr Holdsworth, who
was accompanied by Mras Malone, Mr F. W. Richmond alzo
playing a ‘eells obligato. I semetimes marvel to think
what a strange series of chances niust have combined to
bring & musical genius such as Mrs Malooe to such & remote
coroer of the globe as Stratford.  She woald shine in any
large town, and yet she seems content to shine on thia
humble communpity, .1 ros mewtors, i.e., the concert, Miss
Hamerton sang ' The Marvellous Work ’ beaatifally, in Ler
usual caltivated style, and Miss Teed was fully appreciated
in ¢ ) Thou that Hiiogest Good Tidings ;’ so waa Mra Hall
in '), Rest in the Lord.” Altogether the concert was a
thoroogh snccess, and Mr Brooke, the conductor, deserves
all the credit which is so freely given him.

There have alzo been several private dances and evenioygs
during the holidays. Une of the former was held at a house
about & mile from town, and was one of the most enjoyable
of the whole seasor. For oze thing it was brilliantly moon-
light and & cloudless night ; thea the house is 20 admirably
suited for a dance; there was a perfect host and hosteas,
and lastly there is a large garden—teonis lawns in the
middle with & broad drive all round. It would be hard to
imagine anything prettier than the view from the baleonies
—a brosd stretch of sea in the distance, the mooun rising
cnld and white over the dark pine trees, and white tigures
Hitting aboat in the moonlight. Add to this dreamy valse
musie, soft lapghter, and the sceat of nany Howers, and you
have a scene fit for a novel,

There had alao been several picries arranged, but many
did not come off, as the sun has been displeased wich our
levity, and haa seen fit ta hide his face on more than one
occasion. Too bad of the sun ! but 1 always oid consider
bim a selfish, inconsiderate fellow. He pearly shrivelled e
up to day just because I did nut take & parasol with me to
town.

Aucklandera will be glad to hear that the Auckland Con-
cert Company wae greatly appreciated here. Whata lavely
voice Mina Rimmer has, and Mr Jackson, too! Indeed,
there is not ooe weak member in the whole company, and
Auckland hra e\-e?r reasnon to be prond of ita minaiciana,
Do you koow what I thought was the gem of the whole pro-
gramme ! * Exeelsior.’ [ thought it was simply perfect, ea-

cinlly when *A voice replied far ur the height. *The

tetter Land,' tho, was & treat to un all. 1 would go & good

many miles to henr it again.  The second night of the cun-
cert there wan & large private dance in New Plymonth,
which prevented & very {argr andience assembling at the
Alexandrs, I am afraid. Hawever, 1 imiagine the company
did very well here notwithatanding. I only hope they may
visit us agaio some day in the near futore

Kow | must popclude this letter. It bas heen rather frivo.

DEAr Bk,

lous, although 1 have mot told about any "Hoe raimexnt.’
However, that will keep.
MiGxONNE.

NAPIEH.i

Deag Bek, JanNvary 9.

I st s bawy | did not mean to write to you
thia week, bot I uny afraid if I leave 11y new- until next
week it will be aiwwgeiher 1o stale when it reaches your
readers, so I am strainicg & point to send you  few [ines
oow. I told you mboutr the two hirst days of the tonroa-
ment in my last, so0 will go on nuw and tell yon about the
gowos worn on the third and last day. First of all I must
tell you the weather wan truly delightful, neither too hot
not too cold, and at Farndon one has this advantage, yon
can either nit in the sun or in the shade. U)n oue ride of the
courts there are luvely trees, and on the other side there are
nope, 80 everyone can sit just wherever he or she doth feel
moet comfortable. 1 think more people ussembled on the
iroumi on the third day than oo either of theother two days

on know the last day in always considered the best, aa the
Linals are played off then. I must eay [ was Incky and was
there every day. Amongst the lmﬂen assembled oo the
ground 1 noticed Mrs Joe Williams {lHastings), wearing a
pretty soft grey gown with amall bobnet trimmed with for-

et-me-nots; her three little girls were with her in white ;
Mra ('oleman also I saw in a very becoming gnwn of a most
uncomman shade of claret, very dark yet rtch-looking, very
handsonie biack lace cireular cloak, and hlack boonet ; her
three danghters accompanied her ; Miss Watt wore a pretty
blue grey frock, I think a Jdelaine, and stylish white bar;
Misa €;. Watt had on m frock like her sieter's; Miss H.
Watt wore a pretty cream frock with bright rose sash ; and
I think there was yet another little girl 1n white with Mra
Coleman, whether her daughter ur not I cannot say.
Mrs Janiine lovked well in a pale yreen delaine gown, large
white hat : Mrs James Mel.ean alw looked a0 nice in pavy
tignred cambrie, small bonnet (I admire her so mmneh);
I noticed Mrs Henry Mason in crean cashmere embroidered
with l.mla pink And biue, boat-shaped hat:; Mrs Herhert
Kuesell, creain enibroilered cambric gown, eream hat with
brown velvet: Mina Hughes, corntlower blue gown with
white spets, white hat, cream feathers; Mrs Tipping (Hans-
tings), peacock blue hypored gown, white Bood-street hat
with blue band (most becoming coatume): Miss Tipping
wore 8 dainty white gown with white vAir hat, red band ;
Misa Tuke, grey yown, pink vest, white bat; Miss Bogel
{Petone), black akirt, white blouse, black hat; Mrs Harry
Smith (Petone) T admired very much in a white gown, grey
Tudor eloak, white hat with heliotrope poppies ; Mru Vicker-
man (Haatings) looked ma natty and ceat ma usual in her
Eretty heliotrope gingham {decidedly ber colour), small

Jack tiat bonpet ; Are Liprdun looked extremely well in a
white yown, cream hat with narrow yellow velvet strings ;
Misa Nelson, nary skirt, whiteblouse withnarrow black ribbon
run through the embroidery, black hat ; Misa Beamish, blue
ginghan, black hat; Miss Facoy Beamish, grey giogham
with white insertion, white hat; Miss Williams {Frimley),
soch & pretty gown of sage green with pale pink flowers,
trimmed with rows of black velvet, a deep belt formed of
several rows of black velver half-way round to the back,
high cellar, stylish black bat with black winge ; her sisters,
Miss Gertrude and Miss Elsie Williams, wore white eni-
broidered frocka with deep belts and braces of black velvet,
white hats with white feathers ; Mre J, N, Williams (Frim-
ley) lucked exceedingly well in a handsome black silk
gown, exyuisite pale green and pink fall waistcoat, pale
pink bonnet (most becoming), I know I eught to mention
all the married ladies firat, Bee, but [ am just teking people
as they come intc my head, hence my excuse for putting
girls before married women, for I haven't time to-day to sort
vat my hames 8s I generally do. Mrs Fitzroy's gown [ liked.
It was grey, with & long jacket, grey Bond-street bat ; her
two lir.t%e daughters wore grey silk frucks, hals to match (ro
quaint and pretty); Mrs Norman lieethaw looked exceed
ingly wellie a charming fawn costumne with white silk full
waisteaat, white bat with feathers ; herceiater, Miss Wardel]
{Wairerapa), wore A light brown tweed, black hat; Miss
xt. Hill Tooked well in & white gown, pale greec sash draped
artistically ; Misa Annie 8t. Hill alo wore white with
green sash ; white hats and white feathers were worn with
these costimes; Mixa Luckie looked well in a stylish white
checked moelin skirt, white haby udice with belt, white
hat with purple pansies ; Mra Fotts, fawo gown, yellow silk
bennet ; Misa Haine, blue tigured skirt, white blouse,
Bond -street hat; Mrs Harry Doanolly, grey costume,
small hikt; Mies Dosnoily, fawn gown, black hat;
Mirs Shaw, brown skirt trimmed with  pold, white
ahirt, fawn jacket, white hat; Miss Maude Shaw,
very lamlsomne heliotrope gown with gold tzimmingm,
Tom-tug hat; Mrs . P Dennolly looked very nice ina
black gown, large black hat ; Misa Locy Williaiis i Te Aute)
Inaked well in a white gown, very beconiing black tiat hat ;
Mra I B Hraithwaite wore a hlack gown, black mantle,
amall black bonnet with yelluw Howers : Miss Liiaithwnite,
white gown trimmed with white enibroidery, yellow rrah,
white eallor hat: Mra R. Brathwaite, fawn dust coat,
atylizsh hat ; her little daughter wore & pale green Lilery
silk frock, quaiot little hat to mateh: Miss fLascelles {
always admire ; she wore her preu{' helintrope delaine, and
auch a pretty rostic straw hat: Mra .. Waod (Neleon),
fawn tweed gown, large hat with feathers ; Mrs Hichnind,
pretty fawn gown, large white hat: Mise Cotterill, hlack
gown, black hat; Miss Gertrade totterill, white gown,
black hat; Miss Magpie Cotterill, black gown, black
hat with white bapd: Miss Carrie  Sutton, grey
and pink plaid pown, white bat; Miss Florrie Sui-
ton, grey gown, black hat; Miss Heath, yrey fiock,
white hat; Miss Gleeson, pretty blue gown, Ulack hat,
Mrs Lockie, ¢ream  delaibe gown, gréen bonmet pink
Howers ; the Misses Hitehings wore the same gownr a8 on
the preceding days: Mm Abraham wore a bavy skirt, very
pretty pale pink shirt, and a white hat. Miss Douslin (who
won the final after & must exciting conteat), wore a claret
tigured akirt, creams bloure, white eailor liat.  After the
matches were all {inished Mre Coleman presented Lhe prizes
Lo the Jucky winners. 1 can tell you Dee, they weie one
and all worth wiening. The prize for the ladies ringlen
win 8 hinat exojuisite silver chatelaine. We were all glad

to roe Mesara Logan anil Fenwicke win the doubles. hey
played up mioch better oo the last day.  Aliogether the
remson was & niost surceasfnl one, and I only wish

we conld bave the tournament here every year, s rather
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selfish wish, 1 expect, but it ia so nice to see 80 ARy ‘well-
drecned peuple all together, and to moet s many friends
we don't see every day. Amoogst the gentlemen assembled
on the grunnd and playiog daring the season 1 noticed
Mensra E. M. Williams, Mobixon, Frank Urmond, John
I'avis Urmond, Longhung, W. Anderson. J. Falkner, Frank
Gordon, (Charlie {iardun, E. Tanner, [). Taancr, Hrnce,
Jamesan, Heami<h, A'Deane, Logan, €. Kenoedy, Arthur
Kennedy, Von Sturmer, Liore, W, Hass, Huoadley, Jardine,
Carlile,” Mel.ean, Colemsn, Thomton, 5t. Hill, H. B.
Williams, Arnold Williants, Lesn, F. Nelson, Harold
Nelwn, Minden, Fenwirke, Pollock, Dasent, and a host of
others. i

la my next letter T hope to tell yua about the cricket
matches and nther interestiny items.

GLADY S

DEAR BrE, » Jasvary 11
The Tennix Tonroament is ever, and as you
have had it all telegraphed, it is needless to po over all
mgrin. o the last day 1 saw the Misses lowry and
Hewson in very pretty Freoch minslia diesses of pale blae
and cream, wit Ems to mateh : Miss Iee Lascelles, rustie
straw hat, pretty delnine dress {white with lilae sprays).

Mes Ihc}:son sn! Lady Whitmore were in town last
week, the former wearing a handsome black silk dress and
hat, the latter black dress, handsoine bonnet.

AMr Sydoey Hoben, our talented musician, who recently
returned from Leipsic, Germany, has gone tothe Hot Lakes
for two montha to try the baths. His arms. which the
(German doctors said must have a loog sea voyage aud rest
to regain their power, at first after his arrival were much
hetter, but lately have been troubling him.  We hope he
will return guite enred. His brother, Mr E. D Hoben,
well known in the football world, has gone o Wellington
for a few moaths. .

There was a goml ericket mateh, Country agaiust Napier,
on New Year's Day. Mi-s Ida Neloa locked well on
horasback.,  Mrs JU N, Williams rod daughte:s were pre-
aent, aod many others.

Mrs Wilson and family are at Danevirke for a few weeks.
Mrs {Dr.) Moore has jost returned from there.  Young
Mr Crerar has eope sonth for cooler weather, He bas not
been so well lately.  Mrs Balfour has yone with her children
1o the conntry.

Mr Neil Heath has had a bad attack of la grippe since
hi~ retorn, and is only just getting about.

Dr. Mensies has heen on B visit to his father, Dr.
Mepzies of the Hokpital, and returned to Auckland last
week,

The weather here has been muet uncertain lately,
linpe we get 2ome settied weather seon.

The Wellington Concert Company played two nights,
and were 1uost succesaful, and had pood houses. One
Sunday evening they zave & saered concert, which was a
vreat tieat. [ will pive yon the programme of concerts.
Mise Fisher and Miss Mclean were warmly applanded for
their items, alse Mr Prouse and Mr Williaws, both of whom
are favourites here. N MeDulf Boyd and Mr Parker were

o.My Parker is a capital playe:. (neeveaingthe pro-
WYRTLINE WRS nlfollm\'.s;fll':in.')a\'iuan!i' 'The Mariners’),
(Ttandegger), Miss McLean, Mr L B Williams, and Mr J,
I'ronse ; ~ong, * Three Fishers Went Sailing ' {Hullah), Miss
Fusher : song, * Thou'rt Passing Heoce® (Sallivan), Mr J
Prouse . Bhspsodie for vislin {Mackepzie), Mr MeDufl Boyd;
wnng, * Margarita' [ Lohr), Mr 1L B, Williaws ; air, *Caro Mio
Ren * (Liordani), Miss Mcleao; duet, ' The Moon Hath
Liaised Her Lamp Above' (Henedict), Mr H. B. Williams
and My J. Prouse; laotasie (violinj on ‘I Lombardi’
tVieaxtermps), Mr MeDutf lioyd; song, ‘=he “Wore a
Wreath of Hoses " {Knight), Miza Fisher : song, * Nazareth”
{tiounod), Mr J. Pronse; song, * Thevild and Voung Marie’
[Cowen), Miss McLean ; song, " An Evening Sopg ™ (Blu-
menthal;, Mr Ti. B, Williams: duet, ‘In the Tnsk of
the Twilight ' (Uttenbiach), Mies Mclean and Miss Fisher:
quartette, * Good-night, Reloved ' (Pinsati), Misses MicLean
and Fisher, and Messia Williams and 'rouse.  Mr FParkes
playedtheorganand MrH. (. Spackman piann for ' Nazareth.'
Annther evening the programme was as follows :—Duet,
* The HKeaper and the Flawers' (Pinsutil, Mizs McLean and
Me .I. Pronse: scug, ' The Meessapge ' |Blumenthal), Nr 11,
K. Willimwms ; song, * The Worker ' itionnmid), Misa Fizher ;
violia solo, “ Rarcarolle in G yNpohr), Mr MeDutt Boyd
sopy. * Honour aod Arws’ 1Handel), Mr J. Prouse : song,
*01, Bid Your Faithful Ariel Fly ' (Lioley). Miss MclLean :
tiiv, ‘41, Mewory ' {Leslie), Miss Mclean, Miss Fizher, anil
My b B Williams ; song, * Bedonin's Love Rong " (1'inzuti),
Mr J. Prouse:; violin solo, * Fantasia on Neoteh Airs’
i=ainten), Mr MeDufl Boyd ; eong, *Suile and Bid Me
Live " (Pinsutil, Mr 8. B. William~ : sopg, * When the Tide
Comes in’ (Raroly), Miss Ficher: serenade, with viclin
obligatn, *Uuand tu Chantes’ mnod), Miss Mclean
yuartette, *Sleep, tientle Lady ' (Biehopi Misses McLean
and Fisher, Me==1s Williams gnd 'rouse. Snnday evening -
quaitet, * To Thee Lireat lord’ jHossiniy, Mizses Mel.ean
and Fisher, and Messrs Williams and Frouse ; recit. anil
mir, '1f With all Your Heaita ™ (* Eiijah ') 1Mendelssohn},
Mol B, Wiallinmes 3 viohin solo, ' Bepedicrue '« Markenzie),
Mr MeDuit Bogd @ an, ¢ Frone Mighty Ringe' (*-Jndas’)
1 ilandel), Misx Melean : song, *The Last Man' (Calleotr),
M1 1. Provse ; duet, 'Love Divine all Love Fxeeliing
' Dauaghter of Jairus ') 15tainer, Miss Mcl.ean and Mr 1L
B. Williarus : cavatior, violin, ilalt) Mr MeDutl Buyd ;
incit. and wnir, * Tie Soit Seuthery Bieeze” ot Helwkah ™)
vBaruby), Me Ko B Williae ; pinnvinite sole, uprompta
in A tlat (Bchobertt; Mr 1L Parker; s=onp, * Theie is a
Gireen Hill Far Away ' Lionnody, Miss Melean; air, 'ro
V'ecentis "1 Stabat Mater ' Hossinit, M. Prowre s quartet,
“laoed in A Spirit (" Wowsn of Samaria’y (~teroilale Beonett).
Myt HeoG, Bpackman played theargan and Miss Hitehings the
piano.  This closed their cuncert ~eason. which was most
enjoyrhle. § mmat not furget 1o mention Misees McLean and
Fishier's dresren lor the sake of the Indien, The fHirst even-
ing Mivs MceLean wore a hasd-mne white silk with train ;
Mixs Fisher, chartrense green ~i'lk and train. The second
eveniag Misa Mrlean looked most stately in black velvet
with long train amd white sest © Mins Fisher was charmiog
in erenmn ailk snd train, whirh suited her ta perfection. A
et feahioonble audience was present each evening.

This week we are to have the Aurlland Coneect Compapy
hirst, mud then the great explorer, H. M. Stanley, which you
will hear about next tinte.

I noticed severnl strapgers in townilnzing the week. The
Taranaki ericketers bave been here all the week, and with

¥ e

themw came friends to watch the gama Napier won both
matchea, Two more matches come off next week. Mrs A
. Tonks came over with her husband, who is one of the
players, and & very good ona too. She was one of the
Auckland girls, nn? they will remember ber well as Misa
Cushla Snfnn. of Hemuera, who was most popular. She is
as jolly ms ever. Hy tbe way, Mr Tonks is an nld Anck-
land boy, being one of the Tonks', of Hemuera. Mm Riddi-
tord, Mm \\'iﬁi.a. and Mra Parsons are alwo anongst the
pumber from Taranaki I met Mm Tooks in & very pretty
black dress and jacket, white vesr, and biack hat : slao M
RidJiford, io handsome black silk dress, and bonoet. Mrs
Freenian-Iackron, of Wanganni, is also here. )

M A, P, Sheath and Mrs 5t Clair (the popular organiat
of the Koman Catholic' Church) have both gone sooth fur &
few week~. Hoth are much missed from the church.

Uar bowlers are steadily practising in view of the rone-
pament 16 be held bere at Easter.

Tne ("aledonian aports promise to be & grear succeas.

Jack.

HASTINGS.

DIEAR BEE, JaNvary 12

Uricket matches seem the order of the day just
pow, and the fair sex are again taking & fair share of in-
terest in this noble gamme. A number of matehes have been
played at Farndon this year instead of at Hastiogs, T believe
the ground at the former place cannot be beaten. A very
jnteresting match was, however, played here between a
team from Hawera and our Hastings men. This match
created a considerable amount of interest, and some ex-
ceedingly good play was witnessed. U nfortunately, I was
unable to be present, Lot as I have a friend I can rely on, 1
shall be able to tell youwho were there and what they wore.
[f | miss ont anybody they will know the reason of it. You
retnember, Bee, the saying, “If you want a thing
done well do it your=elf,’ only the worst of it ie
can't do & number of

you things altogether, peither
can you be in two or three places &t ooce, but
to proceed. Mrs J. N, Williams was there, looking ex-

ceedingly well {she alwnyn does} in & mavy gown, black
Tudor eloak, and black bonnet with pink tip: Miss Wil-
liems wore & stylish grey gown, black hat; Miss Gertrode
Williatns, white gown, black hat trimmed with white ribbon;
Miss Flsie Williams, pretty pink frock, black bat with white
ribbon ; Mrs{Captain} Rassell, grey mown, grey Tudor cloak,
black bonnet ; Mrs Fitzroy, grey tweed gown, grey Bond-
street hat ; her little dauggﬂers waore grey frocks with white
sasbes, and white drawn #ilk bats; two little girla with
them (1 think cousins from Wellington) wore navy blue
gingham frocks with white spots, white sashes, white hats
with feathers ; Mrs Louphnan, white gown, red Tuder eloak,
large white hat ; Mrs Vickerman, pale pick gingham, tiny
bonnet with pink Hlowers ; her little daughter wore a cream
frock, crean boonet; Miss Hussell, grey gown, rey Tudor
eleak, black hat: Miss 5t. Hill looked very \ajl in white
wown,large white hat; Miss Lowry, pretty pink gown, stylish
vwhite hat ; a lady with her wore a pavy figured gowsn, black
bonnet with red flowers. There were several strangers on
the ground whose names I did not catch, and scwe ladies
were looking on for awhile fron: the other side of the ground,
They were pot close enongh for their gowns to seen
plainly. 1 think Miss Lnckie was there in white, but I am
oot sure, Baskets of fruit were banded round during the
afternoon, and most acceptable it proved. I think the fruit
cane from Frimley, and Mrs Fitzroy kindly and thonght-
fully provided afiernoontea—such a treat on a hotafternoon,
it was much appreciated. The splendid batting of Mesars
H. B. Williams and Fitrbill was much admired. They
scored heavily for their side. The match resulted in & win
for aur men after one »f the most interesting games ever
played in Hastings. 1 believe there is to be a cup match
next. [ muat endeavour to go to see it, so that [ may be
able to tell you all about it.

This haso't Leen a very bappy Christmas for some people,
indeed, it has been an exceedingly sad ane for many among
us. Ve were very much shucked to hear of the death of
Mrs Harry Nelsun. It was s0 very audden, and she was
such a sweet girl, and so much beloved, and only married
such & xhort time. 1 teld yoo of her marriage oaly a few
manths ago. Ub, Bee, it was very, very sad, and much
sympathy is felt for her poor beseaved husband, and for her
bro[Een Mr talway. [ believe sbe died of influenza.

Mrs Harry Warren also died shortly after the New Year,
and althoupgh her many friends kpew it was impossible for
ber to live long, etill it was a great shock to bear that she
too had passed away to the iand whence no traveller re-
turne, \J:e all sympathise most deeply with Mr Warren,
and are en sony for the dear little girl left behind. Mra
Warren was buried at Havelock. The cemetery there is =o

Tetly.
r A fittle daughter of Mr Allan Williams (Te Aute) died
somewhere about the New Year, 2o you see, Bee, Christmas
has not been & time of rejoicing for everyone.

MrJ. R Lapanze met with a serious accident a few days
ago. He was driving to Okawsa, and his horse shied at
sotue teots. He was pitched ont of the trap, sod someliow
gut entrngled in the 1eine, and was dragged some distance.
Furtuaately, a man rushed forward and cuot the reins and
freed Mr Lanauze, or the accident might bave tuined ount
very much worse, Asitis be hes been conticed to his room
for some daye, Lut we hope 200D ta have him ocut and
amungst us as jolly and genial ar ever.

[ know you like to hear of engagements, so must tell you
that Miss Tipping is engsged to the popular Mr Alick
Lean. 1 am sure we may heartily congratulate both of
them.

1 have reen & number of pretty street gowns, but muat
tell ynu about them ino my next.

Dory,

*OHB' CORRUGATED IRON ia the best iron manu.
fagtured [t bas oo saral.—ADYT.

The New High Arm Davis Vertical Feed proved the
Warld's Champion at the Parid Exhibition. 1883 —AD¥T.

LONBON,

Drar Kew, NOVEMBER, 25.

Yes, winter la here, auod winter costnmes nra
universally worn. I do not mueh care for the new sealakin
coata, which toach the Hounee at the foot of the skirt.
They are rather heavy-locking, bet nndoubtedly warm,
The toree-quarter length jackets are very unbecomiag ta
short, dumpy fgares, and the very large hats overpowering.
There are, however, some very auitable ones for pelite
figores. The swmaller shapes of felt, with their pretty
ostrich tips and artistic ribbon, the equally pretty beavers
and the cloth fur-trimmed capotes, are all seen in the beat
establishments ; and one ot the latter hats to match a tailor-
made costnme ahouald form part of every woman’s wardrobe,
a8 nothing is more useful for the damp or miny day, which
worka dire destruction with the feather and tipx. Hat
alas, Bee, the present feather-laden hat is a sonrce of the
keepest anxiety to its wearer. It will diizzle in November,
and then woe to your corled feathers. The beat thing todo
when you bave been thus nnfortunate is to sit down im-
mediately in frout of & hot fire awil gently wave your hat to
and fro in the blaze, not too near for fear of scorching, but
near enough for the feather to dry quickly. A little gentle
curling with & blaat pen-knife or a silver fruit knife is good,
but great care wmust be taken io doing this not to break the
fragrile strand.

Now I #ill give you a good idea for the disposal of wed-
ding gonesta after the happy event is safely over. Take
them all to the theatre. I saw two wedding parties, who bad
evidently secured A large nomber of stall seats to hear a
gnodl opera, the other night. The bridesmaids (6) were
all dressed alike, and all had lovely bounuets, made
high. The six bridesaids in one party were attired in
cream coloured bengalire, with reliering colonr of vieax
rose. Their bodices were of the cream bengaline, cut in
cavalier style, with full waistcoata of the rone. ~ The sleeves
were of the white, at the top very full and high, and had
light lower sleeves of the rose, reaching from the elbows to
the wris The beongaline skirts were plain and tight in
front, with a box pleat at the back, and were edged with
featber trimming and a narrow gold braid. They, of course,
wore no head coveringa when I saw them, but | heard the
hats were of cream felt with a rough beaver brim, trimmed
with & profusion of eream tips.  They each carried very
large boungueta of pink aad white Howers, tied into looee
sieqiige bunehes, with long streamers of ribbon currespond-
ing iu eolour. The other bridesmaids wore dresses of cream
Tndian eilk, with trimminge of yellow bengaline. The
bodices were of the cream, with a Hopnce of the yellow
round the edges and yellew also slashed the high sleeves.
The skirta, which were half-long, had silk panels of the
beagaline, and a ruche of the latter formed a heading to the
deep hem. The hata were cream, with high bows of the
bengaliae, also yellow and cream

Bot to change the subject. I visited Mr Parnell’s grave
the other day, and was surprised to oote that amongst the
erowds who po to see it, there were very many mnre women
than mee. Abont ten square yardr is fenced roughly in by
hedge stakes and ropes. In the centre ie the grave, large
and raised. I shonld think there were nearly a hondred
fresh wreaths. A lovely erect Maltese cross uver a recam-
bent one had just come from Mrs Parmell, The card with
the Howers contaiced these words - * My love, my husbaad,
my¥ kiog ! From your broken-hearted wife.”

This antemn it was much noticed that the (Jueen’s visit
to liglmoral bas been marked by an almost complete aban-
donment of the seclusion which she maintaiaed tor 80 many
years, She has made exenrsions to every part of the estate
and beyond. Hardly two days (adde ;’mn‘f_u Fairy have
passed withont some of the neighbours being invited to
lunch or Jine at the Castle. The Mipisters in attendance
have dined with the (Queen severa! times a week. There
has been a constant sncceseion of visitors, winding up with
the visit of the Duchesa of Teck and ber danghter; which
is quite nnpreceiented. The gaieties of the eemson have
colminated in the theatricals, which, cnder Princess Beat-
rice’s leadership, have occupied the attention of the Court
and certain javoured ones of the (Jueen’s neighbours during
the week. The (Jueen, by-the-hye, will ind that the storme
of the autumn have wrough? yuite anextravrdinary amount
of damage in the Home Park, which is her faveourite por-
tion of the Windsor demesae. (reat destruction has been
done to the timber in the private enclosure. The fall of
one big oak nearly knocked dewn mnch of the froit wall,
while another threatened the house at Frogmore. (ne re-
snlt of the damage done near the river bank bas been to
open a very pretty peep of Datehet from the terrace.

There is a strong probability of the Loeen going mext
spring to (,‘n’Fe Martin, the promontory between Mooaco and
Mentozne. Le (ueen’s courier is reporting upon the smita-
bility of the large new hotel there, which contains 150
rooms. If approved, it would be taken from the 15th of
March.

The Cowrt Cirewlar containe an affectionate tribute by the
Queen to an old and faitbful servant, Mr Maslin, who died
tecently. He was the last remaining person, exceptin
one, who koew the (Jneen as a child, and remembered al
her youth ; and Her Majesty deeply feels the severance of
this link with the t.

S0 you are to Inse your popular Governor. 1 cee the
papers state that the Earl of Unalow has snbmitted to the
(veen his resignation of the Governorshi of New Zealand,
on the ground of urgent private aflairs. It isexpected that
Lord OUnslow will return homie inthe spring. The many
triends of the Conntess will gladly welcome her back.

D)o you remember the now famous Sir William Gordon-
Cummicg? Thear hia‘yonlhful bride iz severely indisposed,
probably prostration after all the excitement and worry.

Have you read Mrs Grimwood's book ! She gives a pretty
account of her relations with young and feminine Manipur -
—" Sotne of the Manipuri girls are very pretty. They have
long, silky hair and fair complexions, with jolly brown
eyes. They cut their hair io front in a streight irioge all
round their foreheads, while the back part bangs loose, and
it gives them a pretty, childish Jook.” Every child is
taught to dance in Manipur. The onl{ restriction placed
upon women is that when they marry they must pnt back
their fringes.

A Uty Morsg,

*OKB' CORRUGATED IRON ia the best and theapeas
in this or any other markat.—ADYT.



THE NEW ZEALAND GRAPHIC.

HOW TO BE HAPPY.

TAkE a pair of sparkling eyes,
Hiddea, ever and anon,
In & merciful eclipse—
Do not heed their wild snrprise—
Having passed the Hubicon.
Take a pair of rosy lips:
Take a fignre trimly planned —
Such as admiration wheta
(Be particalar in this).
Take & tender little hand,
Fringed with dainty hingerettes,
Press it in parenthesis ;
Take all these, yon locky man—
Take and keep them if yon can !

Take & pretty little cot
{)nite a miniatore affair—
Hung aboat with trellised vine
Furnish it opou the spot
With the treasures rich and rare
I've endeavoured to define
Live to love and love to live—
You will ripen at your ease
(zrowing on the sunny ride—
Fate has nothing more to give.
You're a dainly man to please
I yon are not satished.
Take my counsel, bappy man —
Act opon it, if you can.
W. 5. (FILEERT.

SELECTION OF EYE-GLASSES.

NEVER purchase glasses from a pedlar or a jeweller. Even
opticiaus, except the most careful ones, practically sllow
the costomer to make hiz own selection, and ii he is near-
sighted, he commonly selects glasses which are too stroug,
while if he is far-siphted, he aelects such ma eplarge the
print, or else are of too low a number, from the false idea
that this will favonr a longer preservation of his sight.

Many persons suffer from astigmatism, a defect which

revents the rays of light from converging at the same focus.
l}‘he tzouble may be slight or severe. The atlicted person
is eometimes born with it, but sometimea it cdevelops after
adult age is reached. Apycne who bhas satigmatic eyes
shoald consnit a ekilfal oculist. .

Sometimesthereisspasm of the mascles of accommodation,
To this case, the person mBy seem to be near-sighted while
really fat-sighted, or greatly near-eighted while only slightly
8. he oculist slone can treat anch eyes.

The medical name of near-sight ir myopin.  1n this defect
the raym of light coanverge to & focns before reaching the
retina” The opposite of this, in which the converging point
is beyond the retina, i« ealled hyfpemplm Hyperopia gives
rire to headaches and neuralgia, from the constant strain of
the muscles of accommodation in viewing distant objects.
Persons atlicted with it need convex glasses, but natorally
relect concave omes. The plasses ahould be the strongest
that can be worn with comfort, and should be used all the
time, both for far and for near vision. )

I ruyopia, the glasses should be the irealrst that bring
the sight to pearly normal vieinn when the print is at a dia-
tance of fourteen to sixteen inches, Many persons, when
firet fitted, are noable to wear with comfort any glasa that
makes the vision perfect. They complain of vertigo, and
objects appear emall and unoatural. In such cases the
strength of the glass should be decreased, even though the
person does not sce so well. It is desirable to wear the
klasses about half an hour before deciding on them.

Uld sight—presbyopia-—begins st about the ape of forty.
It is firet poticed Ly the tendency to hold the paper further
off. The piasnen shonld not enlarge the letters, at sim _ly
render them clear and natural at the ordioary reading dis-
tance. Whatever the ocular defect, the proper glasses
sbould be obtained as soon an it is discovered.

In additivn to the mbove defects, there may be a wenk-
ness of one or more of the ocular muoscles, with & constant
*train on the weaker, in order to do its full sbare of the
work. This strain may cause pevers penralgia of the head
aod nervous symiptoms generally. Iz such » case, consnlt
& rkilful oculist. .

In the alore we have given the subatance of an article in
Medice! Claspics by Dr. Nortou, professor in the New York
Ophthalmic Hoapital.

TWO ENTIRELY DIFFERENT THINCS.

— —

TO VOUNG AUTHOES WHO ARE UNCONSCIOUSLY INJUHRING
THEIR PHOSPECTS OF LITERARY SUUCCESS.

By Enwarn W. Bok.

script with a little note which says: *Nome
critical friends to whom I have submitted
thia mannseript pronounce it excellent’; or,
‘ My family and wll my friends have compli-
mented this very highly.” Ur, again, some
one will say, ' A literary {or editorial} friend,
whose eritical jndgment is acknowliedged by the publie, haa
read and enthnsisstically praised this.” After a while, the
manusecript comes back to the aunthor, and she rises in
wrath,not to thoee ' eritical friends,’ ker * faniily and friendas,”
or the ' literary friend,” but to the editor. The judgment
ot the former is nndispated ; itis the editor whe is at fanlt,
and cannot appreciate & good thing when he sees it.

E LMOUST daily thete comes to me some mann-
=

~OW, my friends ~and I am talking to hondreds with
1 sore little spots in their hearts towards me—let me
give yon a few words of plain, every-day common
wense. When you send a manuscript to an editor, don't tell
him these thinga. They bave oo more inHuence with him
than has water on a duck’s back. Thisrornds a little hard,
doesn’t it T But, nevertheless, it is true—very troe. Usea
little common semse and figure it out for yourself. No
matter how good a literary judgment yoar family or your
friends niay have, what do they konow of m certain editor’s
%olicy? What do they know of the magazine's needs?
hey may know soimetlung of literary standards ; they may
be able to pass upen your style, the accuracy of your ex-
pression, the intezest of your article. All these things they
may know, and Know perhaps better than does the editor—
althongh from some of their recommendations { am inclined
to doubt it.  But that your article is just the one for which
the editor to whom you send it is looking they do not know.
Neither do they know bot that the editor has accepted an
article on the same subject as yours & week hefore, and
yours is therefore neeless to him. Or, that he may bave
under order an article oa the eame topic, These thiogs
your friends do not konow ; the editor does.  Be charitable,
and give him eredit for knowing a little. If he didn's know
what he wanted be couldn’s hold his prsition. Editors are
not engaged to ornament publiahing offices.

NUTHEK thing : your owan family and friends are the
A poorest critics in the world to you. Their lave for you
makea them blind, renders thrm partial, and their
opinion preindiced. You may be sencitive, and they, well
knowing that fact, wounld not tell you that your article was
bad even if they felv it to be a glaring fact. The !literary
friend ' in o better, be he eritic, publisher, editor or what
not—uuless you submit yvar mannoseript to him for pablica-
tion in some niagazine with which he is connected. Then
if yoor manuscript is 30 good As yon tell me he saye it is,
why did he not keep it for himself* The editor ia
verbially generons, but his generosity does not extend to
that point where he allowa a goold manoscript to pass him
to some other editor. That isn't human nature, and,
atrapge aa it may seem to many, editora are huinan.

T miay seem to you the strangest thing in the world te
have your mannscript receive the praise of friends and
family, and then receive the rejection of the editor. It

seems strange to iuu becanse yon lock at it from one side -
if yom could look at it as does the editor, perhaps yon
wonldn't think it so very strange. The wonder would be
mure how your manuscript ever reached a reading, if you
could aee the mass of materinl which deily and bourly pours
into an editorial ottice.  An editor is mere often the friend of
the auther than he ia his enemy. [ kaow some writers may
find this very ditficult to believe. Bat it is 80, neveithelesa.
A young mathor cannot realize this at first. He finds it
oot as he goes aleng, knows more of editors and under-
stands their methods better. I do not write all this in de-
fence of the editor; rather, to make his poritino a little
clearer, if possible, to thoee who are just stepping inte the
literary nrena.  To misconstrue the nusition of the editor,
ar blindly queation hia judgmesnt, never helpa an anthor.
And, wn I close, lot me say these few words:

NSTEAD of gmng to your family or your friends for an
I opinion on your manuscript, be your own critic. Every
man or woman in the world knows when he or she does
» good Lhing, nad where thereis one who does not, that one
was never cut oat Lo be an author.  Use your own critical
facultien. Be unaparing of youmseli. hen, send your
article ont into the world, to the editor of that pericdiesl
for which you think it is best suited. [tut don’t pin to it
your fsther's endorsement, your hother's praiee, your
sister's opinion, your friend’s recommendation. Nave that
ink for yoor mext manuscript. Don’t waste your time
telling editorn what they ought to do, or what sameone eine
thinks they sbould do,  What your Iriends think of your
manuscript, sod what the edito. thinks of it, mre two en-
tirely dilftreu: thinga, and, take my word for it, my [riend,
it never pays to confuss the wwo.

CLUMSY FINCERS.

*IT is of no use my trying to sew,” anid & yirl in her lata
teens : ‘' | am a0 clumny with & peedle My stitchies are an
inch looy ! Mamma does wy mending. She ways when I
do il myself my things look so that she is ashamed w let
me wear them.’

Hut if the mother were lexa self sacrificiag, it in proballe
that a few hours” practice under her directivn wuu‘)d eavily
reduce those cluimay atitches to a reapectably mnall fraction
of an inch ig length.

Anather yonng lady sdmitted the other day, with &
laogh, that she alwnys darned her atockimes by drawing the
edgea of the boles together with the thread, becanse weav-
iy it in and out s her miother did took so muach mare tune
and care.

Girls of this sort belong to the untrained or the lazy class.
But the careless are quite me common, and perhaps mure ex-
Asperating.

*0Oh, I'm very sorry ; but you know [ always was &
butter finygers,” explains calm'y the dreamy ynung person
who apills gravy in a lady's lap at dinner, because she ia
passine the gravy-boat with her mind on the last chapter of
& story, and does not notice that she is tippiog it

Presently she helps to hutter, with the wame vague ex-
pression in her eyes, and =ends the bit, which she attenipta
to cat from the hard pat without looking at it, ying across
the table.

‘Did it spot your dresa? she asks her sieter ; * [ hope
not ; but, of enurse, I cogldo’t help ita Hying eff., I'm very
sorry.'  Hat the trouble is precisely that she im not very
s0rT¥ ; At least, not rorry enough to prevent the aame thing
from hapjening sgain.

It is worth while to remember that there is auch a thing
a8 being stupid with one's fingers. There shonld be direct
communication between the hand and the brain ; but some
people, with otherwise excellent brains, do not seem to
realise this fact, and alluw their hands a kind of helpless
liberty which worka disaster among brie-i-brae, and makes
many simple tasks absurdly formidable.

ON SNEEZINC.

Tu sneese when you are ill is regarded s a happy vmen,
though the chronicles of the Jewish rabhis tell us that before
the thwe of Jacob men never sneezed but once and then
died. The sneeze was regarded as & mortal symptom ; new
it ie koown to be an etfort of nature ta throw off any ab-
normal feeling or influence in the syavem. 1t is <aid to be
8 ' bad sign " to sneeze when yoo are pntting on your shoe
in the morning.  St. Austin tells us that the ancients went
to bed again whenever they sneezed while potting on s shne.
The Greek historian on the contrary smys, when a peneral
sneezed before a battle, it was an ouien of victory. Durin
the prevalence of the terrible plague in Italy in the se\'enLE
centuary, Pope Gregory the Great enjoined on the friend~ of
the atricken ones to say *God bless you!" whenever the
patient eneezed. This costom is believed to have been
vriginated by Pope Grepory ; but, in fact, it was in use
amoag the Homans seventy years before Christ. A similar
formula was found among the Flerida Indinns, as De Soto
records. When the chief Guachozzo paid De Soto a visit,
he roeezed while talking with him, and his followers im-
mediately gathered around him and chanted, * May the Son
guard thee, enlighten thee, and save thee! The rhyme
about the sigas for sneezing on different days is of English
origin, aod runs thus :

‘snceze on Monday, anevzo for danger
Snecze on Tuesduy, Kizi A straRgueE 2
Anecze on Wednesday, have n letter .
Snveze on Thursday, something better ;
“neeze on Friday. expect sorrow ;
Npeeze on Saturday, gay te-morrow @
Fnvezg on Suminy, on Mondsy borrow ;
“neeze on sunday morning fasting,
Yourlove will love you to everlasting.

CEREMONIAL HAIRCUTTING.

I% seme Eastern countriea children's hair is not cut until
they are ten or twelve years of age, the girls then being con-
sidered marriageable.  |'p to thal time it i~ coiled on the
top of the head aod adoroed with fresh Howers. When
the great day for catling comes, there is a grand ceremoay
and tnneh feastiog. Ulne who was present st 8 royal hair-
cutting tells us that the darling of the hurem was robed in
long Howing garment= of silk and lace, conlined at the waist
by a golden girdle. Her ling hair coiled for the last time
was fastened with diamond pios, which gleamed and gliv-

tered amung fresh white Howers and green leaves like
vearly drops of merning dew. There in the prea-
ence of the ladies, her father, and an ofticiatiog

prieat, surrounded by her maidens, some two hnodred
in number, she knelt under & canopy of Howers and
leaves, while prayers were chapted. Then the beautiful
tresnes were nnbound, her royal father, dipping his fingers
in rose water, and drawiog them carelessly over her head,
clipped off about an eighth of an inch of hair and threw it
into a golden basin, depositing at the same tie oo & great
salver placed ready to receive them, presents of jewels and
gold. The priest cuts the next piece, her mather the next,
and so oh, each guest perving in tura, uatil the little lady
was shurn,  All gave coatly yifts intended fur her marringe
dower, princes, ministers of state, and dignitaries of all
sarts, whu waited in the onter ecousts, semiling in theirs by
the attendants. The (day ended in feasting aud display of
fireworka,

ABOUT SHOES.

A snog that is teo wide does about as wuch lammage to the
foot an & too narrow one, but it works ita mischicf io s dif-
ferent way. The narrow shoe injures the foot by eramping
it uut of rhape: the broad shoe permits the fool to tlatten
out innuaderately.  Some persons argue that if no abioes are
at all better for the feer, then a Lread shoe is the pext best
thing. But they fail to take iote aceount the mintter of
friction in the louse ahoe, by which the foot ia chaled while
walking, Nou clices at all wonld be betler than thuas that
are Wo tight-

LOCAL INDUSTRY v. IMPOKTATIUNS -

Competent judger amsert that tho Lorehgom, Jujubes
and HSweota manufectured by AUIAKHRGGK & Co. are
unequalled. —Anvr)
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MOTHERS' COLUMN.

THE TONGUE.

* THE bonolesn tongoe, s¢ sall and weak,
Uan crush and kill,' declared the Greek.

* The tongue destroys a greater horde,’
The Turk asserts, *than does the sword.”

The Persian proverh wisely saith,
+ A lengthy tongue—an early death.’

417 sometimes takes this form instead,
* ion't let your tongue cut off your head.’

* The tongue cab speak 8 word whose speed,’
say the Chinewe, ‘outsirips the steed.’

While Arab sages thix impart :
' The tongoe's great storebouse is the heart.’

From Hebrew wit the maxim aprong,
+ Thiough feet shoull slip, ne'er let the topgue.’

The sacred writer crowns the whole,
* Who keeps bis tongoe doth keep his soul.’

How ean any woman who has husband, brother or son, say
that it is all Tight for a man to take a social glasa? Is it not
that very social glass that has ruined so many of our fathers
and husbands.

1 bave in mind & young lady who at a Christmas gather.
ing, oot lang ago, refused a glass of wine, and in conse-
«uence every other lady present also refused it. Her example
was not io vain, =he was & stranyer in the hoose.

The work of rescuing our husbands and scos from the
demon of drunkeooess rests with us, We must do itorit
will be left undone. Dear girls have nothing to do with a
man who takes even m encial glaas, [f by your attention
you encourage him, he will take more and finslly become a
drunkard. This may seem guinsg prettly far, but deaperate
diseases renuire desperate remedies. would rather see a
manlon bia death bed than ta see bim drank, even thongh he
were my nearest and dearest,

A man never yet reformed for any woman's sake. He
may pramise all sorts of things before marriage, bot forgets
all pbout them after. And remember, when you are
mariied o & drunkard there is no escape. You may get &
divorce, but your life will be roined nevertheless. And
what pure woman wanta to go to a divorce court.  Mothers
tench your children the evil eflects of this curse of maskind
from their earliest childhood. A boy who loves his mother
will not easiiy be led from the path of duty which she has
justilled into his mind. Ve have temperance meetings aad
temperance preacheza all over the land, but the preacher
wha can de the most good is the mother At her own fireside.

1 hope that every vemder ia faithful in exelnding all
alecholie dishes from her takle.

Let me give yun 8 scene from real life. It is Christmas
and the family are at dinoer. A bri?!h!. hendseme boy of
way six summers ia the pride and joy of parents mad friends.
" Mother, may 1 have some wore ssuce?  And with prond
apd willing hands she helps him to mure of the rich brandy
wauce. After dinner, when all the other chiliren are at
play, the hoy comes to his nother and complains of head-
ache. Little does the mother think, as she folds herdarling
in her armu, that it ix the sauce or rather the braody in it
which has cansed the headache.

Time rolls releatlessty on and apain we see the family on
Christmps Fve.  Uur boy is now a handsome lnd ot fifteen
and is juining hin companions in their fralic in the large
Litehen, tin the talle stande a larpge pitcher of hard cider,
from which he coatinuslly refreshes himself. The kind,
indulgent parenta would rather die than do their boy any
larm, and yet they nre placing ruin for body and soul in
his way. Let us look ance more at oor hevo. He ia a
yunng man st college, and in his room &t pight heisina
ielpless comlition, while on the table are bottles and
slasres. He and his compraions have heen having a
caronsal and it is not the Lrst one either.  He Las entered
full upon his career a8 8 drnkard.  Far away is his poor
mather praying that no hann may come to her hoy, little
thinking that the brandy =auce anid cider she gave bim in
ler ignoiance have led to his ruin. Ok ! mothers, be care-
ful that you du oot likewise.

HOW THE LAPLANDERS DRESS.

Tik costime of the Laps han not altered very much in the
laxt thousand years. Their summer garment ia usoally of
cokrse wonollen poods, aod has something the cat of a shirt
with & Liyh collar.  _Amony the sea Laps it ia for the most
part undyel: amoog the other Laps osually bloe, some.
limes green or brown, and even black smock-frocks bave
heen eeen.  Around the wristbands, aioog the seant io the
back, aait on the edges thisa amock is ornamented with
stripes of red and yellow eloth.  Under this garment is a
wirnilar one, either plain or figured, worn next the body, for
the Lap aever wears linen nnilerclothing.  The trousers are
of white waollen gomls, rather narrow and reaching to the
ankles, where they nre tied inside the shnes with leyginges
of thin, tanned sKins, reaching froin the ankles to the
knees, Stockings the Lap never weata,  He lills the up-
ward curving tip of his rhoes with & aort of grass, which ix
rnthered in summnier, and beaten tn make it aoft aod pliable.

e winter costuing only ditters from that worn in sunimer
in that every piece in male of reindecr skin with the hair
oll.  ‘The dress of the women differ« alightly from that warm
hy the men. The amock i romewhat longer, and ir made
withant the big atanding eollar, instead or whicl a kerchief
or cApe iv worn atinat the neck, To the woven and often
wilver orpamented girdle inng a knile, seivonrs, key, neelie
and threast.  The hewd covering ia not only Jiferent in the
twa menes, bhut also ditters mecording te lhe{o«'niity.

LONDON AND PARIS FASHIONS.
SMART AFTERNOON TOILETTES,

(BEE FABIION PLATE, PAGE, 117.)

No. 1is & very effective gown, with the back draperies, and
the folded epaulettes on either sleeve, in dark brown otto-
nao silk. The front of the ekirt is of fawn beogaline, the
same bengaline being also used for the coat bodies, which
in very smartly arranged with long pointed basques, and a
softly-draped vest of pale pink cripe de_chine. Bnth skirt
and ice are also trimmed with very effective lines of bis-
enit-coloured guipure lace, brightensd here and there with
threads of gold.

No. 2 is & graceful gown of fawn cloth and silk, the front
Lreadths in the centre of the skirt, and the whole of the
back of the skirt being of fawn bengaline. The sides of the
petticost was formed of long panels of fawn cloth, hand-
somely embroidered with gold, and having large yellow
crystala in the centre of each gold design.

No. 3 is made in quite a novel kind of silk. The founda-
tion eolour is pale grey with wide atripes of pale yellow,
the eaid stripes being entirelg of tiny yellow spots, set very
closely together. The atri grey and yellow silk is draped
over & skirt of plain yellow bhengaline, the latter being

rettily visible hereand there. The skirt comea up over the
Eodice. and is fastened ronnd the waist with a girdle io
which the colours grey and yellow are prattily mixed. The
vest iz of yellow %:engaline, the coat sidea of the bodice
being also lined with yellow to correspond.

No. 4 is a oseeful frock for afternoon wear, made in oue of
the new pale grey woollen materials, with 8 woven design,
very like n donbie sharp in musie, earried out in & darker
shade of grey.  Pleats of velvet are placed far back cn the
side of tha skirt, while the trimming in front coneists of
rosette bows, and smaller pleats of velvet. The bodice is
very prettily mitanged, and is made with wide sleeves of
grey velvet tocorrespond.

here are s many presty materials to choose a summer
frock from: that selection becomes i uite difticalt. Amongst
the various patterns are the ' Wild Roae' aod the * Egyp-
tian *; the mew *Chioa Blue’ may be mentioned as o very
successful pattern, together with the * Hoop,” the " Lily Leaf,’
and the * Fretwork.” Among the more expensive patterns,
the * Wild Grasa’ is particularly effective, while the selec-
tion of French sateens will be found o include & numiber of
beantiful combinations of colour. The silk brocaded
zephyrs, with shell designs in eilvér on groundas in varions
pale shades, also make up very prettily.

TiHES~E= A1 A

FRENUCIL G AHDEY

AN ALL-BLACK COWN.

I HAVE noticed many people wearing black for choica. In
thia bright clirnate it is an unsuitable colour for sammer.
lowever, hers are & few idesa for those whose fancy runs
this way :

Black surah, light of weight and not too dall in tone, is
made intc & pretty gown The skirt has s deep, scant
rafle that exteods over the front and xides, u style of
decoration much in vogue. The back is prettily full and
trains just alittla. The basgue is & long one, having ita
edges cutlined with small jet beadn A waistcoat effect is
produced by a foli jabot of French lace, which extenda from
the throat to the edge of the basyna. The sleeves are
moderately full and have lace cufls as their decorstion. A
small, round lace cape, formed of three rufflea with enda, is
worn with this gown, and the bonnet accompanying it is &
lace one, with A 'jet coronet upon it; the glovea are black
undressed kid, and the parasol ia of black dotted net.

Black aarah is & desirable dress, because it "shakes’ the
dust—a something that veryfew black gowns do. For a black
surah that will be given %:nenl wear, nothing is in better
taste than ome made with a plain, foll skirt, and baviog
with it a tucked blouse that can be fitted as one may desire.
In indigo-hlue such & coatume will alro be foond as becom-
ing as it is geefal. Either blue or black in the plain colonra
are to be choeen ; blue is specially fashionable this season,
and black is always in vogue. The olives are occasionally
becoming in phe soft silk, but moat of the other shades are
neither specially becoming nor do they make u ic-
turesquely. Uf course, I am referring to the dull shades,
aud not to the light or bright ones.

DRESSES AT A FRENCH CARDEN-PARTY.

THESE very rhic costamea were worn at &n autumn af fresco
féte in Parie. Sketch 1 waa a pretty combination of pink
taffeta, with spotted black silk geuze, worn with a black
hat and & broad black belt. Sketch 2 shows the gown worn
by an American lady which was of grey peaa de soie, with
a shade of pink in it. [he skirt was bordered with threa
ruches of pean dn soie, from which were flonuces of white
lnce. Lace was placed gracefully round the neck of the
gown and finished in & cascade at the back. The bonnet
waa of gold gauze, with gold wings spangled with sequins,
and black velvet stringe. The sunshade was of white tulle,
with black satin bowa.

PARTY.
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QUERIES.

Any guerics, domestic or otherwise, wndl be inserled froe o}
charge. - Conulpandmll_replﬂngta i:uﬂa are requested Lo
n‘uthdauz:'haquatmt y are kind enough to answer,
and address their reply to ' The Lady Editor, NEW ZEALAND
Sv:ulltc, Auckland,’ anfl n fhe lorhkﬂ-hund ?:nerrgj

en 1 Answer ' or ' Query,' as care ma ]
nmum!m 4 are few and ssmpie, bzl readers
o; the REw ZRALAND GRAPRIC are reguesrted to comply with

Queries and Anneers to Queries are always sngerted us
soon ar poseible after they are received, though, owing ta
pressure on this column, st may be a week or two before they
appear.—ED.

RuLxs
No. 1.—AlH communicalions must be written on one side of

tAz paper only. .
P{;?S.—Aﬁle!ma ( not left by hand ) must be prepaid, or
swoill receive no attention.
0. 3.—The editor cannot undertake to reply ezeept
through the columns of this paper.

T quemies.

CHICKEN Sour. —Will you oblige me with directions for
msking this * Also what garnish can be unsed with it?—
ALICE.

CusTArRD PupDINGS.—1 cannot get these right, and
shonld be so glad if any of your correspondents will help
me.—MaRTH A

ANSWERS TO QUERIES.

* Mignonette.'—The following recipe for plain bonaisa
very easy one, and will, I hope, be what you want: Take
one and B-half pounds of Honr, and rab into it notil smooth
one and a-half ounces of butter, and a eoarter of a ponnd of
sugar. Mix one ounce of German yeast with rather more
thaa balf a pint of tepid milk ontil it isin a cream. Make
s well in the centre of the tour, and pour the yeast mixture
into it, and knead into & light dough, Then cover the pan
with a cloth, and place in a warm place to rise for an hour
and a-half. Then turn the dough out of the basin onton
Hoored board or slab, and mix with it a guarter vf a pound of
earrants which have been well washed and dried. Divide
the dough into small guantities, and with yoor fingers work
it into the form of buns, and place them on a greased Laking
tin, and put the tin in & warm place for the buns to rise for
8 quarter of an hour; then brush them lightly over with a
little warm wilk, and bake them in a qoick oven for alout
fiftern to twenty minutes.

1(Clara.'—Here is & simple and inexpensive eatrie which
1 have much pleasure in giving you. ake a forcemeat of
six ounces of white meat, rabbit, chicken, or veal ; pound
it nnotil quite smooth, and then rub throvgh a sieve. Add
to this ooe and a half ounces of beef sues finely chopped,
one ounce of bread crumbs, two yolks and one whice opegp_r,
and season the whole well with pepper and salt. Then
take six sheep’s feek, and after they are thoroughly cleansed
put thems in a pan, cover with cold water, add a little salt,
and bring the water quiekly to the boil. Then drain apd
rinse the feet, and place them in a stewpan, cover with cold
water, add some fresh vegetalles, a bunch of herbs, sowne
peppercorce, aod a little salt, and les the whole simmer
geatly for about three hours until the feet are quite teader.
Then take them ount of the pan, split them open when they
have cocled & little, and remove the bones ; =eason the in-
side with finely chopped parsley, eschalot, and thyme, mig-
nonette pepper, and salt, and spread a layer of forcement
over ihe seasoning. Close the feet and tie them with
string, rub them over with a little butter, and fry them a
pice brown. Lastly, sprinkle some flour over them, and let
them simmer genr.{y for abont half ae hour. Then rerve
split open and arranged round a heap of some nice vegetable,
such aa spinach or green peas in the centre of the dish.

* Magrie.’—The elder-flower ointment was the thing cur
randmaothers relied npon to keep their skins free from sun-
urn and chap. Elder-lower water was also regarded axa
reat specific in cooling snd freshening the skin. Elder

gower ointment i indeed iufinitely preferable to modern
creams anod it is easily made. Go into the meadows and
low places around streams, gather m basketful of the broad
panicles of Howers that in summer make the elder hushes
one mass of white blossom, strip the flowers from the staltks,
aod put o pound of them in a poreelain-lined vessel with a
und of nice sweet hog's lard. Simmer them nntil they
me crisp, them strain while atill liguid into little
earthenware jars or cups. Anocint the face and neck with
this both before and after exposare to the son or to the hot
dry winds that work such havoc with the complexion.

RECIPES SUITABLE FOR SUMMER WEATHER.

COCOANTT UAKES, OR MERINGUES. —Take equal weights
of grated cocoanut (freah) And powdered sugar, add the
whites of six egps beaten stiff, to one pound of the sugar
and cocoanut. It shounld be a stiffmixtore ; add egg enongh
to make it so. Drop the size of & nut separately apoa but-
tered paper in pans, and bake ip & maderately heater oven.

_ELDERDNERRY WINE.— To make elderberry (bourtrie) wine
pick the berries, bruise and atrain them, let the liquor settle
in & glazed earthenware vessel for 12 hours, pul to every
pint of the juice a pint and a-half of water, and to every
gallon of this liguor three pounds of augar. Set in a kettle
over the fire, and when about to boil clarify with the white
of egga well beaten, and then let it boil one hour. When
alineat cold pat into o barrel with yeast, and fill up regularly
with some of the saved lignor aa’ it sinks by workiong, In
a month it way be bottled.

PEACH MANGOES.—Prepare & brine. Boll together six
yuarts of water and 4 pint of coarse salt, and skimi it until
it is clear; them cool it. The qoantity may be increased ta
suit the numher of peaches, but the proportion of salt and
water moat be obeserved. Choose fresh, sonnd peaches,
'br_n-h them with a soft brush, and lay them in the eold
brine for three days. Then remove them from the brine:

cut & piece ont of the top of each one, and take out the
stune without sulssging the top; for two dozen large
peaches mix together two pounds of hrown sagar, oue onion,
and & elove of garlic chopped fne, four cuncen of grated
horse-radiah and white mnstard-seed, one ounce of powdered
cinnamon, and half an ounce each of gronnd tloves, mace,
turmeric. Use suflicient salad oil to moisten these in-
gredients. Fill the peaches with them ; close the cut with
a piece of peach, and either sew or tie it in place. Put the
atutted peaches into glasa jarm, cover them with cold vine-
gAr. pour two tablespoonfuls of salad oil in each jar and
seal them wir-tight.

Decwiovs PracH Cneaw.—Take one pound of peaches,
one-half pound of sugar, and rab through s sieve, the
peaches being cooked very soft. Soak half a package of
gelatine for an hour in enough cold water to cover it : then
atir it into & teacupful of rich milk or eream, which should
be boiling hot ; and when well dissolved add it to the hot
marmalade. When pretty cool and before it becomes firm,
beat the peaches smooth and etir in a pint of whipped cream.
Dip a mould into e¢old water, fill it with the mixture, and
set it away to grow fArm. Tarn vut and serve with A
warnish of preserved peaches.

FrozEX ALMOND CREAM.—Blanch and pound one-lalf
pound of Jurdan slmonds to a paste. Scald one quart of
cream in a boiler ; mid the almonds, yolks of seven eggs
and one-halt pound of sugar (beaten together to & cream
previously), and stir all over the fire until they begin to
thicken; tmke from the fire and beat for five minntes.
Ntrain through a fine sieve and freeze. When frozen, re-
move the duier. aud fill the centre with cherry, damson,
and apricot jam ; cover and atand for two hours. YWhen
ready to serve, dip can in bot water aud turn on a dish.

RAsPRERRY EXOTIQUE PruniNG. —For a small mould of
this pudding there will be required ;—One pint of water,
four tablespoonfuals of tapioea erotigwe, one tablespannfnl of
lemon jnice, one third of a teaspoonful of salt, and a pint
anu a half of raspberries. Put the water in a sancepan and
on the fire. When it begins to boil aprinkle in the tapioca
erofiyne, atining ali the while. ook for tem minutes, stir-
Ting continually ; then add the sugar, salt and lemon-juice.
Riose & monld in cold water. Pat afew spoonfula of the
tapinca imte it; then a layer of raspberries, and again
tapioca. (o om in this way until all the materials are used.
Set the monld in a cool place tor several hours. At serving
time turn the pudding out on o flat disb, and serve wit
sugar and cream or 2oft castard. Tapioca rrofiyue is a very
fice French preparation nf pure tapioca. Tt cooks clear very
quickly.

AT HOME WITH THE LADY EDITOR.

fCarnorTa,'—Yes, you are auite right in your remark
that now a-days lacies are adopting more sensible ideas
with regard to mourning. In a hot country like ours, &
mass of crape and heavy black draperies an a warm summer's
day makes one even uncomiortable to Inok at ! what must
it ba then to wear! 1 would suggest that you get one of
those pretty biack-and-white cotton gowns, which are
fashicnable, and quite light enough for summer wear,
Have it made with a blouse bodice, and plain gathered
skirt ; or you can have it to it you, with a properly boned
bedice, and bell-shaped skirt, o graduated tlounce appear-
ing at the hem in front. halebone is of necessity
nsed even in washing gowns when a basgue bodics is re-
guired. Buv a black %ace straw hat, trim it with thin
black silk, wear black gloves, and use a black sun-
shade. Or you can have a very thin black material
for a best gown. Do not wear ctape. Have the
conrage of your opinions.  For slighter mourning & hlack
skirt and wZite blouse bodice 15 adrissible, also a white hat
trimmed with black—either ribbon velvet or silk. Some
people are advocating no black at all, aband round the arm in-
dieating that the wearer has lost a relative. Probably this
sensible fashion will be arrived at in time; tili then a
moditied form of mourning may well be aldopted. Evea if
crape and black atuffa be worn, remember they are now laid
aside vk sooner than was the case 8 few years ago.

‘GERTIE."—No gentleman shakes hand with a lady until
be has removed his glove, or it he is snddenly calied zpon
to salute her, and she profters her hand, he must s=ay,
' lease excuse my glove.” Yes, I kanw it was done by the
Bland Holt Company, but prouvably their firet wafking
gentleman had not stodied etiquette. T noticed his gloved
hand extended frequently toa ]:\dy.

*BeLna Mia.'—I am so sorry for ynu. I do not thiok ‘a
good flirt with another man " will recall your recalcitrant
lover. Certaialy jealousy is very potent, but T think a
really ‘mice’ man would only despise you for so readily
taking up with some one else.  'reat him with as much in-
difference as yon can. Talk freely and pleasantly to other
men in his presence, making yourself as agreeable as you
ean, without Hirting. Let him see that others appreciate
ﬁour society. This will bring bimn back, especially ii lLe

nde that a minile or a word from him has not the fascina-
tion for you that he fondly and conceitedly imagines. Men
always prize most what is bardest to win. WWrite agnin if [
can help you at all,

JAPANESE COLD THREAD,

‘THIs article, which is ased in finer emibroidery on account
of its elepant lustre, consiats of & core of silk or of wool, and
a spiral envelope of thin gilded paper. The strip of paper
is only two-tiftietha to three-fiftieths of an inch wide, and,
therefore, must be wound with great care. The thiead thus
wound is saturated with shellac, and then gilded, Com-
pared to European geld thread there threads possess the ad-
vantage of greater Hexibility and finer Instre. Tn this they
equal the beaantifnl gold thread of the Middle Agea. the
manufacture of which for a long time was< a lost art, and
was recently diecovered by microseopic investigation.

Builders and othera will save from nnoEgmud to thirty
shillinga per ton by usleg "ORB'CORRUGAT IRON. AuvnvT)

FrAG BrAND PICKLES AND SAUCE cannot be squalled
Hirwanp Bron., Manufacturers, Chriatchurch.—fABvT.)

{adies’ STORY Golumn,

'WHAT SHE CAVE FOR HIM.'

[P —

A STURY OF TWO CHRISTMAN EVES.

{By Mgs L. Frost RaTTRAY.)

E waa 8 bank clerk and a general
favourite. [ike all similarly-situ-
ated yonug men, he found it ex-
tremely ditticult to live up to hia

sition, and within his very
imited income.

It was the end of Neptamber,
noususlly mild and spriog-like,
and ss (ierald Heoaton tvok his
customary dinner-hour atroll up
1Jueen-street, he decided that the
Aucklapd girle looked at their
best in the dainty light frocks
which some of them had been in
such haste to put on that they
had failed to note the weather
prophecy from Wellington, au-
nouncing rain At ounce and

colder weather.

* What a lavely day,” was Mr Henston's original greetiog
to a pretty, piquant girl, who seemued nuite willin,f 1o !tnY
and have a few momenta’ chat. The fact that sue had told
ner boson friend one minute before that she was abaclutely
starving, and must get some lunch at once, was apparent!
forgotten in the interesting weather discussion which fal-
lowed. Preseutly Gerald gave a leep sigh.

* 1 shail have ta elear out of this, katie.’

* \Why? Surely ne fresh trouble

* It's my tailor this time. He is bothering e featfully
about the paltry bit of money that's owing him. Fust as if
T am pot a first tate walking advertisement of his style and
fit.”

I‘]Cnn nothing be done? asked Mise Cowen, sympatheti-
cally.

The auccess or failure of this youog man to wia a good
position meant a great deal to ber, They were not exactly
engaged, but there had been some very tender lauks and
aflectionate words interchanged atb picnics and daoces.  But
he was &t present quite unable to vlfer any girl a wme, and
Katie Cowen's parents wera loo poor o give Lhe young
peol‘ﬂe any assiatance.

*\Why don't yon marry some rieh old lady ' supgested
Katie, after a short silence.

This was a favourite joke of hers, but she wae a little
atartled to liear Gerald say. gravely : * Well, 1 believe I'll
have to do that yet.’

* Whao ia the lady ¥

! What do you thiok of Mrs Watson ¥’

*6h! ehe has such s temper. Even her money would not
make np for that.’
* Perhaps not.

tude of sio=.”

Katie laurhed, but she felt a trille uneaay. She was Dot
st all sure that Ler companion waa not in earnest this time.
And what was to becume of her? She did not enjoy her
luach though she met several acnuaintances in the ladies
room, and peeped acroas at the Hank in the nrual manner,
and with the msoal remarke, pretending to be deep in the
mysteries of Napoleons, or adding sugar 1o InTge quantities
te the cup of cotfee she generally ordered, if one of the
young gentlemen on the opposite side of the street happened
te glance casually in her direction.

hat evening (ierald failed to appear ea1ly at the dance

iven by Mra U'owen to felebrate her youngest daughiers

Eir[hday. It was quile eleven o'clock when hearrived, and
Katie ecolded him vigorously.

*Where have you been? she asked.

*1 went to see Miss (uldicutt.’

* Had she asked you ! very coldly.

*No, not specially. ot [ ‘thought she might help me.
Knatie, | am really in a dreadfnl mess.’

* And Miss ( oldieutt ia poing to get you out of it? Tam
so glad, but I have wronged the old lady. 1 always fancied
her deep and designing, with no kindnesa for anyone but
herself.’

{ierpld waa silent.

Katie knew hinm well encugh to ask : * Wit ia the price
you have to pay ¥ Does she demand your diamonid pin?’

That went long ago. My uncle kindly keeps it for me.'

" WellY

*[ can't tell you, dear,
evening.'

And Katie asked no wnre (uestiona,

The next day Anckland soviety was electrified with the
news that the most fascinating youny man about town was
actually gning to marry old Misx Coldicutt. It was & pro
found secret, so the news spread like a kerosene fire
Katie's youngest sister henrd it first, and hurried home to
tell her family.

Miss Cowen’as discomfbiture was too preat to be epsil
hididen, though her sharp : ' What ab absurd stery trie:{
hard to cover her real dismay.

She was convinced of the fatal truth that verv afteronen.
Passing B noted jeweller's shop, rhe ran apainst a soupie
rather slowly emerging from it. Her hmaty apolugy, ac-
companied by a yuick glance to see who they were, elicited
a polite, but formal * l'rnly o oot mention i3’ from Mr
Heostonr. A middle-aged lady was with himn, hanging on
hir arm rather than learing on it. She was hamisomely
dreased, tall rather than short, her eyes dark sl penetrat-
iny, lier grey hair drawn back from Ler fnce in the prevail-
ing fashion.

Misa Coldicutt amiled at the girl, over whore face jushed
n hot, unseppressible wave of culour.  She could altnd te
amile, for had she not won the gitl's lover from her ? Boughe
him, to tell the truth,

Katie tutued away. What & very horrid, mercenary lot
men were ! Aml oh’! whata particularly detestahle womnn
was Miss Coldicutt !

Thr wedding was an exceedingly juiet one, aod the

Hut, my denr gir), moeney covers a mulsi-

Let us be happy just this one
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bappy pair—so the society papers called thew—departed by
teain for Te Archa, there to spend their hooeymoon.

Mre Henston bebaved extremely well to Lier not too de-
voted spouse, “lierald,’ mbm maid, wfter the; had been a
week in Te Aroba, * I'm afraid this is Tather dull for you.'

The young wman looked at his middle-aged wife. It
sectied downright inipndence to addresa her sa Henrietta,
which was her baptismal name ; he conld not bring himself
to call her ' Mrs Henston,” and he scarcely liked to projosa
calling her *mater’ and passing her off as his mother.
Besides, good as she bad n in payiog bis debts and in
the daily supply of pocket-money she gave him, there had
been no settiement oo bim.  She had only executed a will
in his faveur leaving him everything she ponseued Huat
as Lieralil bitterly retlected, there wre such L!nn;:u as Inter
willa. tle had fully intended to insist on & fair annual surm
being settled on himsell daring her.hfemme, but after she
had paid all he owed, and boughy hie troussean, apd giveno
him s handsorre present Lesides, be felt it was impossible
to ask for more. He had little of ()liver Twist in his natare,
he #aid. i

Mrn Henston's remark about Te Aroha being rather dull
caused Lierald to put down the much-perused paper he held
in his hand end say, eagerly: ' Well, yes, it is atrocionsly
dull.’ Then he saw by the look on his wile's face that she
had not quite intended bhim to agree with her. He made an
attempt to modify his words : * At least, yon know—I mean
—well, vf course your being here prevents it being guite too
unbearable.”

Mrn Henston amiled grimly,

Uerald had oot even yet been able to understand why she
had praposed to ruarry him and make impecunioas him com-
iortable for life. the had essared him that she could not
live Inng. The doctor whom he consulted, informed him
that her Leart was seriously affected, that it might, indeed,
cause her death at any mioment. Also that other canses
wonld prevent her from ever resching anything like old age.
She had been engaged to Gerald’s father, who had jilted her,
and she had vowed she would marry the son.

And she did. .

There was silence in the rvom whilst these diftrrent re-
llections passed through the minds of Mr and Mrs Henston.
The Indy resunzed her knitting—erimson silk socks faor her
“boy ' aa she atyled Gerald pivately—whilst the young hus-
band strolled to the window and gazed at the scene which
he wan +o intensely weary of. .

* It ia time for my bath,” Mrs Henston said at last. * I'lease
riog the bell for my maid.” . . .

Left alone, Ueiald wondered whether since his wife
vealised his dulness she would make an effort to relieve it.
He was ngreenlly sarprised at the proposition she laid be-
fore iim that afternvon, .

'Yon know that premetg house of mine mear the Albert
Park * she suddenly asked, as they took their usunl mono-
tonons drive. i X

*Yes,' he anawered, boping, as the best life then attain-
able, that Mrs Henston was juicg to suggest an immediate
return to town.

*T wish you to go and keep house there for the present.
The baths are atfording me at least & temporazy bensfit,
and I mean to go on with them. But as I do not wish your
last thonghts of me to be thase of ntter weariness and
toathing, 1 propnse 8 separntion until Christmas. What do

ou =ay ¥
o l:em:‘ld had the grace to turn his face away from his com-
aanion,  He mivht hide the look of delight which he koew
had smldenly lenped into his countenmnce, but, try as he
might Le eouli not quite concenl the pleasure in his voice
as he sail : * That would be splendid !  But,” his politeness
returning, ' will you not come too ¥

* Nat yet. But if you wish it, I will join you on Christ-
nias Fve. Hhall 17

There was a certain hopeful wistiuloess in the middle-
aped lady's voice which touched thiz unromantic busband.

* Most certainly,’ he managed to say with a laudable at-
tempt at heartiness.

Christmaa DNay with the Cowens, and & merry UChristmas
Eve spent in decorations had for & brief moment tlitted like
a \\'i]lro'rthe wisp before him.

I ahall ullow yon ten poonde’a munth for yuur personal
expenses. The housekeeper, Mo Mole, will procare every-
thing you like to order for the house. You can get what
horses ar carriages you require at your favourite livery
stable; they shull vost you nothing.’

Her voice was stern and practical.
he was being treated as & naughty boy on probation.
he meekly acquiesced in all ghe said.

"1 can't give very handsomne Christmas presents on ten
poutnls & mooth,’ he thought. ‘I wonder if the old daisy
had reckoned on that ¥

But the 'old daisy ' seemed to thiok she had been re-
markally geperous.

Unce more Uerald Heoston trod the pavements of Auck-
land a free man. There was now no street io which he was
ashamed to ahow his face, ne shops which he dared not
enter : but he hal to stand & large amount of chaff.

*Hullo, Henstan ! Run away slready ! I thought the
ald lady had tied yor with a golden thread to her apron.”

' Where'a your mother—your wife I should eay ' [Jid she
trust you down here alone ™

Hut thongl some of these remarks galled, they did oot
affect hitm as disd the !ighb of Katie's wan face. Poor girl !
rlie had tried hard to hide ber bitter disappnintnent from
the socinl circle i which she moved. Huot though she had
often told herself that it was quite impossible Gerald Hen-
aton could ever marry her, and had selected various wives
for lim, she Lhad never imagined hia wediding with Miss
Coldicutt conld have afferted her so serinualy,

Gerald found that his allowance went a very little way
towarde the liberal purchase of opera tickets far himself
and the Cowenr, gioves fur the girls, cigars for his male
friends, and varions et ceteras for himseld,

A week hefore Christinas he received a melancholy letter
from hix wile, in which she informed him that the state of
her health qniteé precluled her return to Auckland for
Christmas Day.  She might return at the New Year, bt
whe ennld not even he sure of that, She hoped 'dear
Gieralit” wauld not find the festive seasgn too depreasing 1n
hiw lunely atate.

tShe's poking fun at me ! smid Gerald.
for the New Yoear, is klie?
fun tirsr'

He resalvel to give B large party on Christmas Eve, anid
spend the following day with the Cowens.  Katie refused to
nttend hin * At Home,” se he enlled it, telling Lim he ought

Gerald felt as thongh
But

* Coming down
Ry George, it I'll have sawe

oaly W give & bachelor entertaioment upder vhe tircam-
stances Ha, after a little discossion, agreed with her, aad
invitad & dozen of his particular friends for the 24th,

That afternoon & cab drove slowly past Mm Henston's
house, stopping s little bayond it 'Fhe housakeaper, who
ssenied to aou the watch for someons, appeared st the
front door, and made & sign to & head which cantiously pro-
wruded from the cab. Two females, closely veilsd, alighted,
and made their way rapidly into the house, and straight

ptaire to Mre Henaton's pri apartuents. These had
:)eeln kept locked thoogh Mrs Mole had amired them rego-
arly.

' Shatll I bring you a cup of tea, ma'am ¥ the h

Gerald struggled to the corner indicated, passed his band
along the bed till it remched & face.  Haatily dragging down
the ¢lothes, be grasperl Mrs Henston in his armxs and made
for tha door. A burst of flanie lit up the room, and he saw
to his dismay that the light silk and cartaina shroading
the entrance were blazing, The fire had evidently come
through from the boundoir Kl:et.-een bis room and his wife's
Gerald retreatod to the bed, and wrapping one of the thick
blankets round his wifs, again made for the door. He waa
an athletic young fsllow, and the nacessities of the moment
gave him uonwonted sirength. Through the fAames he
rushed, the wet towel still round his head, though it no

inquired, an one of the veiled figures, having removed ber
disgunise, revealed the F of Mrs Henst: looking re-
narkably well toa.

* Yes, at onee, pleass. ' Where is Mr Henston '

‘ He went out directly after lonch, saying he should not
be back until half-past five. Tha dinnerisat seven, ma'am.’

‘Ah! Ths exclamation was almost one of pain.

Conld it ba that this middle-qied womuan waa actoally in
love with her bandsome young husband ? Stranger pranks
than this have been played by erratic Cupid.

Gerald, meantime, was talking to Katie Cowen. They
were d.aouruting. but got Hirting, for was he not &« marted
wan? So Katle chattered away nnrestrainedly, mnd the
hands of the young peopie met in the rost innocent way
round sprays of lycopodinm, fern fronda, and Hower-stems,
It is se much easier to hava the materiala for making a
wreath put into your oatstretched fingers than to have to
grape for them amongst & mass of discarded branches ; and
Gerald was an idesl helper in this respect.

Ky half-paat five the church was completed, all except
tha fon of cleating np.  Gerald invited a gay yonng matron,
two or three other friends, and Katie to drop in for & cup of
tea, an invitation willingly accepted.

From her window, whicg faced the street, the owner of
the houss saw the merry party approach, enter, and heard
them take poasession of the drawing-room in laughing,
happy ignaracce of the keen dark eyes, the eritical ears,
which watehed and listened.

As Gerald remarked to Katis when she admired the
pretty drawing-roomn, filled by his wife's things, this was
sarely a case in which the warriage wervice should have
been reversed, and Mrs Henston have used the words,
* With all my worldly guods I thee endow,’ for Miea Coldi-
catt's lawyer had locked well vo Acr setilements.

Mrs Mu{e had paid a haety visit to her mistress’s room,
with the resuit that the best old china had been takea from
its hiding-place, and with a beaatiful silver tea-nervice had
been ecarried into the drawing-rcom. The cake, in ita
quaint old basket, was excelleat, the strawberries and
cream unimpeachable, and the gay young voices and rip-
plinf langhter floated npstairs and smote the sore heart of
the listener. But Mrs Henston made no sign.

The guests of the afternocn had pone, and Gerald passed
his wife’s door humining & tune as he prepared for his even-
ing visitors. These were decidedly louder than the earlier
ones, and a3 (zerald’s manly voice and hearty gutfaw reached
hia wife's ears, she thought of the letter received two dnlv,:
aga, in which he said that his Christmas would indeed
lonety and miserable without her. He had felt bound to
‘sny romething civil of that sort,’ it might bring down a
handsome cheque for & Christmas present. He Jittle thought
it would bring ber. For though Mrs Mole had written that
My Henston was going %0 bave one or two gentlemen to
dinner, the housekeeper had only been told of the number
invited two days before the 24th, and had felt constrained
to utter a provest agaimst the short time allowed her for
preparation,

Mrs Hepston was dressing for the evening, and as Mra
Mole came up to announce that coffee had just been served,
and that Mr Henston had remarked they would have some
music in the drawing-room presently, the lady waa clasping
her diamond bracelets on her atill plamp arms, Sbhe was
dressed in rich black lace, with no relief bat her splendid
jewels, and she looked recarkably well. Herentranee into
the drawing-roum during the singing of the cheerfal melady,
* Drink, puppy, drink,” created a kind of panic. Gerald
felt that End he known how to do it eflectively, now was
the praper time to faint, bt he rose to the oceasion.

*What a delightful surprise ' ha exclaimed, aa he ad-
vanced to meet his wife, with ountatretched hands. *Why
didno’t yom send me word, and [ wonld have asked some
ladies to meet you? Let me introduce you tomy friends,
Some of them 1 fancy yon kaow already.

And eo the great coup fell flat, and a very pleasant even-
ing was spent, Mrs Henston delightiog the gnests with some
charming sira on the harp, accompanied by one of the
musical men on sthe piano.

There was & pretty and pathetic scene between the mar-
ried pair when they were at leagth left alone in the draw-
ing-room. Gerald felt that his wife would not be the wet
blanket and drawback to his enjoynent he had feared, and
Henrietta began to believe that ahe might slmost win her
husband's love.

Ge:ald wnke in the night with a dim consciousness that
he was being suffocated. Springing ot of bed, he became
aware that his romin, which faced the back-garden, waa full
of emoke, He tlung on some clothes, and, opening the win-
dow, thruet his he out. The smoke did not ¢ome from
that part of the house. He opened his door. A denose,
atifling cloud of smoke nearly choked him. He rnshed
aleng the passaye, ehouting, * Fire | Fire '

Mis Heuston's minid opened her door. ®he bad flung a
shawl over her, and s too frightened to move, merely
erying, ‘save nie, save me.’

* Where is your mistress? {(erald was already hammer-
ing at his wife's dour, while the other frightened domeatics,
rushed downstairs calling loudly for Lelp.

¢ Henrietta, open yenr door! quick, quick, the house is
ou fire!" Then Gerald flung his whole weight against the
door. It would oot yield. Uace miore. Burely the fock
was Ro exteptionally good one ! volumes of smoke now filled
the houee, And the erackling sound which denotes s rapidly
spreading tire warned him to make his escape as soon aa poa-
sible. Anpnthertremendous blow and the luck yields, bat the
sudien vuthurat of smioke snd the intensa heat sent Gerald
reeling hack. Only for an instant, however. If his wife
were 10 that Atmoaphers she wust be dead or dying. He
whs about to plunge in when the bourekeeper caught hold
of his arm.

“Here,' she maid, throsting s wet towel into his hend.
* put that over your head. The bed is in this corzer, to
your left ! Heaven help you, sirt'

longer pr i his fase. At the threshold he tripped over
the blanket and fell. -

Mra Mole had perforce retreated, but her voice coald atill
be heard, * This way, Mr Henaton, this way,'

Staggering to bis feet, blinded with smoke, smarting
from the ﬁnin of various harns on his hands and face,
Gerald picked op hia nnconscions burden, and followed M
Mole's voice. The front staircass was close at hand.
Gerald felt he could not walk down it, but groping for the
first step, sat down and tried to elide to the bottom. Boat
before he could make tha necessary movement he loat con-
ncipusness and fell with his borden.

- - - - - . -

It was two months after that fatal Christmaa Eve before
Gerald was able to realize what had happened. Mms Mole
was gitting by his bedside, and as he opened his eyes and
turned them with & wistful appeal for information towards
her, ehe said : * Ah | that's right, Mr Heneton. You know
me at laat.’

Gerald raised his hand to his head.
he asked.

! ¥ou have been ill, but you are better now.
sir, but go to sleep again,”

(Gerald, feeling eurionsly weak and submissive, obeyed.
But the next day he would not be put off, and Mrs Mole re-
lactaatly told him the trath. Hies wifs was dead, and he
had nearly loet his life in & brave attenipt to save her. 1he
arigin of the fire waa a myatery. Mrs Henston's maid sup-

that her miatress had beeo unable to sleep, and had
ighted her littla apirit lamp in the bouduir to make hersalf
a cup of colfea—a thing she was very fond of doing. Pro-
bably she had gone back to her bedroom whilet the water
boiled, and had fallen asleep. [ut this was mere sonjec-
ture. She seldom disturbed her maid at night.

Gerald did not go to Te Aroba for change of air. Instead
be toock a trip to England. He was a rich man now, and
could do as he pleased. After two years” wandering he
foond himself once more in New Zealand, and ain took

sicn of the restored house near the Albert Park. A
arge part of the building bad been saved, s being of brick,
it had resisted the fire-fiend longer than & wooden one woanld
have done. The outbreak had Eeen very apeedily discovered
aod quickly checked by an efticient water eupply.

Tt was Christmas Eve again, and Gerald wes oace more
helping Katis to tie greens on to a rope for the purpose of
convincing Christians that it was really high art thus to dis-
guise the pillars in their church. Gerald persuaded Katie
that the shortest way home lay throngh the Domain. No
one had ever hinted sach s thing before, bat Katie did not
seem to think of the common sense and geographical aspect
of she proposed ronte. Under a puriri tree Katie promised

' What's the matter ¥’
Don't talk,

to be Gerald’s second wife, and up to the presest time she
does not seem at all inclined to regret her promise, for
whatever love was lacking in the young man’s treatment of
his first wife was amply made nyp in the affection lavished
on his secend.

But (ierald is not ungratefal.

Henrietta Henston's grave

MISS AUSTEN,

OXE of the faults of cur own age is 1ts encouragement of
literary medioerity, and persona it only to he called penny-
&-liners sabmiv with complacency to folsome praise of their
* works ' trompeted abroad by nnwise personal friends. (4
:}‘nibe another stamp was Jane Austen, the novelist, whom

ennyson prononnced ‘ next to Shakespeare’ in her power
of copying human oature, and whom George Eliot called
* the greatest arbist that has ever written.’

Daring her lifetime, so wmodest and unaesuming was this
gentle woman, that few of ber readers knew even her nane,
and none of them, te speak breadly, kuew more than that
She had the greatest disiike for playiog the raile of literary
lion, and cnce, when her fame was folly established, wrote
that she was ‘ frightened ' becanse a strange lady wished ta
be introdnced to ier.

“If T am a wild beast, I cannot help it,' ehe declared.
' It is not my fanlt.”

Although her works have nlways been the delight of the
cultured few, the author's retiring personality had its effect
in shutting itself away from the knowledge of men, and it
was fully sixty years after her death that the first memoir of
her was panbiished.

More thah twenty years ago a gentleman visiting Win-
chester ('athedral asked a verger to show him Jane Auaten's
tomb. The wan readily gnided him to the elab of black
marble, and the visitor stood for some time studying the in-
acription with keen intarest. As he turned away, his goide
said, in an apologetic tone :

' Pray, air, can you tell me whather there was anything
particular about that lady? So many people want to know
where ahe was buried.’

Yet the fame of her genius is every year increasing, and
her readers may be nombered by the handred, instead of
the score, As wae forn:erly the case. She chose to be * firax
woman, then artist,’ and time has accorded her an enviabie
renown in both charactera.

The New High Arm Davis Vertical Feed is acknowledged
by experts to be the moat perfect Sewing Machine the world bas
Fot secn—ADVT,

x LADIES, for Afternoon Tes, use AULSEBROOK'S
Oswede Biscuits and Cakgs. a perfect dellcacy.—
ADYT.)

*ORB' CORRUGATED IRON will cover moro—a long
waY more—than any other lron, and for guality has no squal,

¥Lao BRAND FICKLES.—Ank for them, the beat in the
market. Hi¥WaRD Bios Christchurch.—(ADVT)
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MODESTY.

Wit hunidred books ate best, think you?' T said,
Addreasing one devoted to the pen.

He thought o moment, then he raized his head,
1 hawlly know. I've only written ten.’

ATTACHING TARLIBERRY,

-

1* at eight o'elock, breakfast at uarter-past, to
the ofice at half-past, work all the forencon,
lnacheon at ooe, back sgain to the oftice at
itwo, work all the afternucn, home at quarter
to six, study all the evening, bed at ten.
And begin all over again to-morrow. .

And sl over again the next day, for this
was the way Henry Manson paesed every
week-day in the year, excepting the fort.
night’s vaention which Le took whenever
mhmdy else cared to take his, so that it

either came so early as to resemble a dinner which stopa
short Bl soup, or 80 late that it seemed like getting into
church just in time to hear the benediction.

Henry was junior clerk for Pettigrew, Pitts, Pepper and
("a., wliolesale procers, who oceupied a datk, colfee-scented,
granite warehouse in 8 dark, coflee-scented, granite street,
where the roadway roared with encrnious vrucks, and the
sidewslk rattled and banged leneath contrary currenta
of boxes, barrels and puncheons in a continval .
state of violent transmission from eart to store or
from store to cart.

Inside were more boxes barrels and puneheons
piled as high pa the eeilinyg all over the broad floor.
in ovoe corner was the oflice, and in one corner of
that was a desk at which Henry was almost always
to be found, writing away at billsand invoices, from
marning till night.

It was weary, menutonous work io iteelf, and
worse, promised no futere.  Henry might continue
to write at that desk for years, and then be ao
further advonced than now: for in the great city
wera huodreds and thonsanda of youcg men
anxicng for employtnent, who could do his tack as
well as he eould, and he had never hind any oppor-
tunity to show himself capable of Letter things.

Notwithstanding, be druiged faithfully on every
day, in the hope that his rhance would yet come,
and toiled every evening over books which would
lit bim to take advantage of it whenever it might
be offered,

The chinnee came, as chances penerally do, rluite
unexpectedly, and in a way tetally ditferent trom
any lleary had ever imagined.

It had been A hard day in the oftice. TFwo of the
clerks were absent, apd twe more were out on
special work, throwing so much more labour on the
rest; while the bouk-keeper, who thought it doe to
tlie dignoity of his po~itivn never to be in a good
humour, was in an uncommonly bad one, even for
him, and everybndy seemed overworked, irritable,

and discontented.

Heory felt particuinrly despondent, for Le was behind-
haod with lis own dunties, and haviog 1wede meveral
blundera in performing the unfumiliar tasks nf the abren-
tees, had been severely seolded by the book-keeper,

*1t's no use,’ thought Henry. *I might as well give up
and 11y an easier business Iiﬁe conl-herving, or a better-
paid one like car-driving, or & more dignitied one aoch ga
canvarsing or diatributing =amyples of soap.’

The puor fellow, who was hali-tived out, and wholly dis-
courAged, attempted to smile at his own emveastag, but
abandoned the etlort before he liad fairly hegun.

‘ Manson !' called Hrieily, the buokkeeper, at that
moment.  * Thin way '
fYes, air.’

* Mr I'epper wants you,’ continued Brierly, surlily. *He's
in hia private racm.  Uame, don’t Keep him waiting

Henry went out, greatly wendering what could te the
watier.  Neither Mr Pepper ner any other member of the
firm hnd much intercourse with thie subordinate clerks, and
A aunmimons to the privatle roum was exceptional.

' Mobebly I'm to be discharged,’ said Henry to himeelf,

He tapped lightly the deer of the little inner renm and
then entered, with & preat etlort to look unembarrassed and
n~ if it were a perfectly common thing for him to be there.

Mr Hepper, a stout, dartk man with glittering black eyes
and epeech no concine that rll his remarka seemed intended
for ten-word telegrnmu tuined aronud in his swive! chair to
fare the jupior cleak.

*Sew you studyivg & commercial law treatice,” raid le,
wilhout the elightest prelace.

*Yer, nir,' soswered Henry, puzzled at this pecaliar begia.
ning of the interview. * Hut not in « thee hours

! Been through it ¥’
! Yes, air.’
' Understand it

¢ Fairly well, air.’

¢ Know about attachment process

*I think I de.’

*Giood. You're the only man in the office who does,
then. RBrierly doesn't — just asked him. Well! I want
you to ga to Damas. Now. The train starts in twenty-
seven minutes. Have to look slive.’

' Yes, sir,” said Henry, who, completely taken aback by
the snddennesa of this extracrdinary commiesion, was all at
sen as to what he might be expeeted to do.

He soon learned. Mr Pepper, using about oune-third the
number of words any other man would have reqnired for the
same purpose, explained that Jonas Tarliberry, who kept a
general store at DDamas, and whoe owed the tirm a consider-
able amount of goods bought on credit, was on the point of
failure.

Now, since Tarliberry’s stock was bu$ just suffieient to
satiafy his indebtedness to Pettigrew, Pitts, Pepper and Co.,
and rcertain other houses were alse his creditors, it wans
necessary touse all dispatehin erderto puta first attachment
upon his goods.  None of the firm charced te be able to go ;
and ti:ue being wanting to procure an attorney's services,
the ftiret available man muoat be sent.

‘*You're the one,’ snepped Mr Pepper.
do? Yes? Then do it!

' Know what to
Here's a signed blank writ—fill
it up yourself, Don't let anybody zet ahead of you. Den't
spare money, Here's some.  Now, off you go I’

Henry found bimeelf helf-way to the railrond station
before he fairly came to a elear understanding of what had
Lhappened, and of the awift ehange in his situation brought
about within the past few minutes.

' This in my chance, and I'm going to improve it !

Yo, ia high spirits be dashed into the station and np tothe
ticket window. Two men were already there.

' One to Damaa,’ said the Hirst.

¢ One to Damas,’ echoed the second.

* Halloa I’ thought Henry, surprised.
seems lively to-day.’

His tnrn coming, he stepped to the window, saying, *One
to Damas, please.’

The two men turned aronnd on hearing this request, and

‘Travel up there

Clearly, the first thing to do was to lind oumt all abont
Daman, snd the conductor was evidently the man to ask.
Henry found that Tarliberry's store was four miles from the
station at & place called Mosher's Mills, and that there was
no regular means of conveyance between the two villages.

! You'll be lucky if you find a conveyance ma Damas is &
little bit of & viliage, and why we stop there I never conld
see. Sometimes you can get & man to drive you over to
the Mills, and sometimes yon can’t—more can't than =an,
generaliy speaking.”

¢ But what shall I do if there isn’t & conveyance?

* Walk, I supposs,” replied the conductor, indifferently,
*You'll have comnpanions in misery, anyway. There are
two men in the smoker who've been asking the same guea-
tion. The three of you might keep one another company —
if yon hlpgﬁﬂ to fancy it.”

he conductor walked off winking. The f two men in the
smoker* had manifestly given him some idea of the sitnation
of affairs.

Henry sat throngh the rest of the journey in an unples-
eantly nervous frame of mind, longing to do something,
and yet it was quite obvious that he could at present only
wait tu see what might turn up.

If his rivala obtained the only conveyance, what was to
becomse of him?  And if there were no conveyance at all,
what then?

It seemed to him that he would cladly sacrifice a year's
salary for the monopoly of any sort of vehicle which would
get Him to Mosher's Mills half an hour ahead of that pair
in the smoker. His firat work as the Mills would be to-
find a constable to serve the attachment, and this might
take more time than he conld spare.

Before long the engine whistled, and a look at his watch
told him that this must be Damas. He rushed out of the
car, and standiog on the lowermast atep, made ready to
swing off the moment he conld safely do so.

Yet, quick and prompt as Henry was, Lie forgot the very
simple, self-gvident fact that the first carrisge of a train
reaches the station before the last carriage does.

When be sprang upon the little platform at Damas he
saw Browning and Cutter running across the npper end,.
and tombling into @ dilapidated old cart, which be in-
stantly perceived to be the only carriage anywhere in aight.
He darted toward it, shouting to the driver to wait for him.

‘Goon! (oon ¥ eried Browning.

¢ Dono’t atop ! screamed Cutter.

¢I'll jest hold up a minate and see wut he wants,’ answered
the driver, coolly. *'F I kin git ‘nuther pase’njer, why, I'in
a-goin' t' take him.’

{Never mind. IHere's five sbillings apiece for these two
emgty sesaty inside here. Now, remember, they're ours,’
exclaimed Browning. ‘ No roem here, young man,’ he con-
tinued, laughing, as Henry ran up. ‘ We've b fancy for se-
clusion and extra seats.’

Henry was very aDgry.
tricks-—" he broke out.

* Ddon’t get excited, my !ad " sneered Cutter, lighting a
cigar. ‘ Haven’t yon ever learned that all’s fair in war and
the grocery trade ¥

* And that yoors isn't the firat unfortnnate attachment ¥
added Browniag, chuckling,

Henry who had slready torned away from them,
resulvegto act instead of talking. ghuwing five
shillings te the driver, he said :

' If this is the price of seats in this thing, I dan's
ohject. There's room in front with you, ien't
there *

*In course ! answered the man, beawing with
joy, and seizing the money. *Up with ye, sonny !

1 Here I" roared Browning and Cutter, both to-
gether. *Noee of that! We've bought- °

*Ye've bought four seats, but ther’s a fift’ one
fur sale, an' it's sold,” interrupted the driver,
grimacing at Henry. ‘' Nmow ye've got what ye
paid far, an’ se’s he' Git up, Jake

He swung his whip, and the horse moved oft
with its inharmonious load.

The driver, whose name proved to be Elmer
Cumimings, was not in an unnatoral state of ex-
hilarationa over a trip which was putting mwore
money 1nto his ket than he would have earned
in a fortnight under ordinary circumstances,

*Hakes slive I he kept saying. * Wasn't it luck
that I happened to be daown t’ the station this par-
tie'lar day® Ye see, [ don’t make no reg'lar busi-
ness o kerrying folks ¢' th’ Mills—only when work's
light, 1 jes' bitch up aw’ come for th' sake o' th'
aoutin,” an' pick up aoythin’ thet offers. Now I
guess I know what you three's after.’

Henry made no reply.

- * Tarliberry, ain't itY asked (‘ummings.
Henry podded absently., To tell the truth, he

' Of all the mean, contemptible

appearing to recognise hini, exchanged a glance. Henry at
once understeod that his errand wenld not be accomplished
withont opposition, for be, too, had recognised them,
Une wae B!uwning. of Mace, Nntt and Co., the other
u

Cutter, of Nash sud ('utter, both rival grocery houses, and
Leyond doubt, likewire creditors of Jonas Tarliberry. They
were certainly bound open the same mission as he.

Rrowrning and Cntter did not speak, but hurried away to
the traip. They went into the amoker, while Henry, en-
teriog another car, sat down to think what he should do.

‘ Thore two seemed to have joined forces,' mused he.
' Of couree, then, their claims are not eo large but that
there will he enouph to sntisly both, ami they mean to help
each other. Apd both will unite to fight e, for if I get in
my demand first there will be nothing left for either of
them. Well, we'll see

With a stylographic pen he proceeded to fill in the blank
writ Mr Pepper had given him, which wae already signed
b‘Y the jndge, as in eometimes done. The amount of the
claim was nearly six hundred pounds and Henry knew that
if he saved soeh A sum to the firm his future fortune would
be bright, while the failura to secure it would furever end
all his hopes of advancement.

*But 1 won't fail,’ he declared.
anybody gets theie at all.’

He examined the roll of bank-bills which had been given
bim, to axcertain what his resonrces might be. To his as-
tonishment lie found that he bad forty pounds.

*dirmcioun ' ejaculated Le. *I'm reslly not to epare
maoney, sure enough.,  And it neans, too, that Mr Pepper
thinks 1'd have trouble. Very likely he koew that the
ether honses would hiave the aamie informaticn he had.’

'I'll get there firat if

was much more intent on overhearing whispers
passing between the two men inside than on
listening to Cumming's idle ramblings. e did oot believe
that his tronbles were over yet,

*Thet's it, is it ! 'Tachment, likely*
sheriff ¥

Henry shook hia head. The pair lehind appeared to
be forming some plan, to judge from the very earnest tones
of their repressed voices.

* Ain’t, eh ¥ continned Commings, slyly.
pee' to find cne at th’ Milla Y

‘ Why, yes, Isn’t there one there?

Uk, yes, there's one, only—’

At this moment Henry caught cne or two words of the
talk going on within—enough to nnderstand what the enemy
were plotting.

* Very well,” he said to himeelf. *If that's their idea,
why, 1 muat beat them at their own game.’

The making of this decigion prevented bim from noticing
the queer expression upon Elmer Cumming’s hard features,
whign wonld otherwise have led him to draw that astute
person out a little.

* Do you own thie cart ?’ asked Heary, hastily,

¢ Sartin.’

* What will you take for it ¥

Commings looked surprised at first, then meditative, then
cunning.

. “'n{ I hain't never thought o' tradin’,” he began.

. %uiﬁk H Will you take ten pounds !’

el

‘Yeaorno?

*Yea, I o'pose,’ admnitted Cumirmings, ! sence ye presa me
s0 hard. But p'rape them othera—.’

Be ye & constable

¢ Then ye ex-
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« Sold, isn't it ¥ snapped Heary, as abruptly as Mr Pepper
imaalf.
Im‘n;a-' sold ¥ sighed Cummings, with the sadness and
heaitation of & man losing heavily by the transaction, in-
stead of getting four times what the crazy old trap waa
worth.

He was pocketing the proooeds of the sala, when Browa-
ing said : . |

* Waat to sell your horee and waggon, driver ¥

‘They're sold!' interposed Heary, jnbilantly.
belong to me now.’

* \‘Vlimt.! Belong to you ¥

! Yo, sir, I've just bought them,
but I rather prefer siding alone,” i

Browning was beginoing s series of violent remarks,
when Cotter broke in. )

I aay, driver, did he buy the horse, too ¥ X

Henry was aghast. Before he could apeak, Cummings
replied, * No, nothin' but the carriage.’ .

' We'll buy your horse then! How mmuch will you take
for bim ¥ - - -

*What'll ye give? nsked (nmmings, grinning with
pleasure at this promised accession of more wealth.

*Twelve pounda! Do yon take it? Hold!' spubtered
‘Cutter.

The driver had ducked his head, more from astonish meat
than anything else. .

‘T'll give fifteen " extlaimed Heury, alarmed.

‘Too late! Browning's & witoess to the sale, Yon're
‘held to your word, driver,' retorted the brisk Cutter, who
saw that Cummings would like nothing better than 1o make
the two parties bid against each other.

But Cummings bad plainly, if unwittingly, nodded to
Cutters inquiry, and sould not draw back from his bargain.

* Now, young man,’ remarked Browning, while he and bis
companion uaharnessed the horse from the shafts, ¢ we'll
leave you in undisturbed possession of your waggon—and
much good may it do you !’ o

With this the victorious couple mounted double on their
nuwilling steed and trotted off, waving their hats and giving
three cheers as they vanished over a hill. .

Henry, sitting in stapid despair upon the front seat of his
horseless, nseless vehicle, was desolate as Marins among the
ruins of Carthage, but, onluckily, not eolitary like Marius,
for Elmer Cnm:ninga waa atill there, and with really magni-
ficent impudence offered to buy back the waggon far bve

unds!

PO' Ye see,’ qiggled he, *it's not wuath so much to e
a& "twas 1o yon, snd besides, I've got 10 hire & hosa to get it
home with.

Convinced that he was in the company of one of the
greatest rascals he had ever met, Henry bad a strong desire
to tell Cammings exactly what he thouglt of bim, but seon
saw that he must not offend & man who might still be of
some aseistance. #n, with a gulp, be awallowed his 1eelings,
-and asked :

* How far ia it to Mesher's Mills ¥’

' ‘Bout three miles—yes, strong threa.’

‘How am I to get there ™

* Don' know.'

‘Can’t you—" Bat he broke off what he intended to say,
.for he saw a man in a light waggon driving up in the direc-
tion he wished to go.

¢Hallo I' he ¢ried, running to the wagfon. * Will yuu
take me to the Milla? I'll pay you well for it.’

* Guess no,” replied the man, a suhstantial-looking person
-of & far more intelligent, respectabls appearance than Com-

* They

And, excase me, sir,

niogs.  * Won't take any pay, though. Jomp up! I'm
going etraight there.’ L
Henry mounted the waggon, bursting with joy. Hae

torned to fling & denunciation or two at hia late driver, but
was arrested by the singular expressinn of combined be-
wilderment, surprise and amusement upon that estimable
person's honest face.

‘Gzoud-bye, young sir’ Cuommings called out.
¥e naow what I was a-goin’ to tell ye belore.
one cupstable to Mosher's Mills

O dzove the wapgon. Henory wae coneiderably puzzled
at the parting speech of Cummings, which seemed to con-
tain seme important meaning, although on the surface it
was but a very commonplace remark,

(Jne constable was amply sutficient for his purpose, and
ha felt sure that the fine horse which drew him would reach
the Mills long before the overweighted beast ridden by
Browning and ('atter.

Indeed, the pair were overtaken within a few minutes.
Henry, being only a bay, conld not resist the ternptation of
raunting them.

*Gaod-bye, gantlemen Y he exclaimed, bowing politely as
he passed. * I'm sorry I can't wait for you ; I have business
ahead 7'

Browniog and Cutter did not answer, They atared with
amazed eyes, 0ot at Herry, but at the mrn with him, and
thien laughed until they nearly fell off their horse. Uatil
out of sight they continned thie inexplicable merriment,
which appeared to grow more uproarious the loager it
lasted.

Henry turned to examine his new acquaiotence, in order
to discover what there might be in his aspect to prodoce

* Tl tell
There's only

such a remarkable effect upon all who saw him, He found
-the wan already keenly examining him,
‘Who are you, anyway ! asked the man. ' What's

up?¥

Henry told his errand, described his adventores, and
-ended by inquiring : .

* Can you tell me who the constable ia ¥

The man smiled rather oddly.

' Well, 1'm the constable.’

‘You? shouted Heury, delighted. ' Then you will pleass
take me to Tarliberry's Bnd serve this attachnient.’

‘*Can'tdoit.’

‘Cap’t? Why not ¥

* Nothing —only—well, I'm Tarliberry myeelf '

The whole journey had been s succession uf disagreeable
hﬂ-ppenings fur Heary, but this was the worst uf all. He
hierely atared, unable o speak.

' Yes,’ continued Tarliberry, * I'm Junsa Tarliberry, store-
keeper —also constable.  So, you see, I can’t very well put
80 aiiachment on my owa goods, now can 1Y

Henry still said nothing. Evan beyood his clisappoint-
ment and vevation, Le folt truly sorry for thie kindly,
Kood-oavured man, whom he was ‘eadeavouring to deprive
ul hix property, although to secure the paymeat of w just

dff % He linally managed to staminer something to this
eltece.

* Bless you,' said Tarliberry, serenely, * 1 don’t blame you
s bit! I've been onfortunate, and can't pay my bills, so
your firm's perfectly right to protect itaelf ; and ss for you,
why, yon're a boy, aed okly deing your daoty. To be
honest, I'd rather yoar hoose should have the frat chance.'

* Then would you—'

Henry stop short. The Eom he had in mind was
too impadent for utterancs. dida’t believe that aven
Elmer Commings eoald have male it

‘ Why, yes.' snawered Tarliberry, atill serepely and with-
out changing countenance. ‘ Somebody's going to attach,
whether or no, and I'd as lief it shuuld be yon as those other
fellows—in fact, I'd m little rather, for I've taken a fancy to
you, aad [ never admired either ot them overmuch.'

He calmly turoed the hurse around and began driving
back .

ack.
*What! Are you really—' crisd Hanry, ' really going
to—*

! Yes, really going to huut up another constable,' answered
the good Tarliberry.

They again passed Browning and Cutter, who tanghed
aven harder than before,

* They'relaua;hin alittle too soun,” commented Tarliberry.
¢ They think I'm playing some trick to get you out of the
way, whereas —'

! Whereas,” interjected grateful Heary, * you're actnally
helping me to ruin you !

‘&ot quite that, however.” The constable was obtained
sod driven to Mosher's Mills, were Browning mnd Cutter
were rushing about, trying to devise some means of pro-
curing assistance. Taey distrusted their senses when they
saw Tariberry escort Heary and the constable into hisown
atore, and there receive service of the little strip of paper
which had cost our young friecd so much tribulatian,

They could de nothing but go home, completely defeated
and too augry to speak.

Henry parted with genuine sorrow from his generous
debtor, whom, befere he went, he had eause to employ in
his other capacity of au olticer of the law, for he ehanced to
se¢ Elmer Cummings snzakiog along with that identicsl
cart sold at such an exdrbitant price.

Mr Cummings was instantly arrested on a charge of theft,
and so terrified that he gladly compromised by paying back
the purchase-money, less ihe five pounds which he had
offered for the old machine.

" I was too smart that time,” muttered the bumbled Cum-
mings, ‘ but I was gettin' rich so fast I loat my head, like &
good many other foika in the same box.”

Mr Pepper eaid little to Henry, goud or bad, on receiving
hia report, but Henry became the Grm's collector the very
next day, to the great disgust of bookkeaper Brierly.

Nordid Tarliberry sutfer for his magnanimity, for Henry’s
aceonnt of it tonched even busineas-like Mr Papper, and the
country merchant was treated so leniently that he soon got
upon his feet again, and, happily, has remained standing
upon them ever sinee.

MANLEY PIKE
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LITTLE PEOPLE'S LETTERS

’
SOLUTIONS OF PUZZLE STORY—'THE MAUCHTY BOY.

Duar CousIN KATE.—One day Mr Jones went out ta
watar the street. He had got the hose ready, but tha water
would not come out.  Just then be heard a laugh, and he
turned around and saw B boy standing on the hose. (No. 2)
'Get off," he shonted, shaking his fist at the boy, but tha
boy only !aughed at him. (No. 3) Just then Mr funes aaw
e policeman coming along, but the boy did not see him.
(No. 4) The policeman caoght tha boy by the collar and
lite:] him off the hose, and the water weat into the potica-
man’s face and kaocked him down and knocked his teath
oot  Then Mr Jones turned it off in another direction, —
BrLLE ALLEN, aged nine years.

[T am 8o glad, Belle, you tried to answer the puzzle.
Your idea is very nearly right. - Cousiy KATE. |

Dear CoUsin KaTE.—1 am going to try and answer
those four pietures you put im the (GrAPHIC. - A naughty
Little boy ane day went outside, and seeing & man watering
his garden, e stood on the hose unobserved. When the
man wenl to water his garden ke conid nol yet any water
out. When he turned round and saw the boy atanding on
the hose he shook hia hand at him, and the boy junped off
ozair. When the men started to water the garden again
the boy gob vn the hose again, and a policeman, who had
been watching him, esme and eanght hold of his shoulder,
and the man taroed reund to see what was the niatter, and
poured the water all on to the policeman’s face. I think
this is all, 8o I will say good-bye. I am eleven years old. —
NiNa.  Ashburion,

[Yours is & very nicely-written letter, Nina, only it is not
the garden which is being waterea. The rest ia good.—
Covary KaTe. )]

THE JINCLE-LESSON.

KITTY st out under the sweet apple-tree inm the golden
antunn noontime, crying real slt tears into her I'runary
Arithmetie.

* Now what's the matter, Kittylesn ¥ asked big brother
Tom, eoming out with his Greek Granmar ander hia arm.
*Ieupposad yon were eating sweet apples aoil studying,
sl I came out to do 80, teo, and here you are crying.’

‘' It's — this — dreadfnl — multiplication-table 1" sobbed
Kitty. ‘I can’t never lewrn it, naver

‘Hord ?' asked Tom.

‘Uh, it's awlal! Harder thso anything in yunr college
bouks, I know. [t's the eights this afterpoon, and 1 can't
learn ‘em anyhow.'

* Don’t you kbow buw much eight timex one ia® asked
Tum, picking up & »weet apple aad Leginning Lo eat it.

* Yes, of conrst.  Eight timoes one is eight. 1 can say op
to Bve times eight all rght.’ i
‘Can yon! Well that's encouraging, I'mi sure. Let's
hear you.' e
Kitty ratelad it off like a book, ‘ Five times eight ie
forty '—and there ahe stopped.
¢ Oh, go right oa ! waid Lom,
eight.’ X X i
‘I ean't,’ said Kitty. *Ican’s learn the rest. I've tried
and tried, and it's no ase.’
‘Do yon learn so hard? msked Tom. *Now hear thix,
and then repeat it after tue &8s well as you can :
* When | go out go promenadle
1 look 40 fine amil gn".
I bave to tike & dog alan,
To keop the girls uwry. '
Kitty laughed, nod repeatod the nonsense word for waord.
*\Why, you can learn !’
! Hut that bas a jingle to it.
plication-table.”
* Let’'s put & jingle into that, then.
‘ Six thines cight was always lnte,
Hurried up, and was forty eight,
Scvoen Limes vight wil ¢ross i Lwo sticks,
Had & pap and was Afry-six ;
Eight timas gight full on to the Acor,
Fpicked it up und "twas sixty-four ;
Nine times cight it wonldn't do,
Itorned it everand ‘twas sevenly-two. ™'

'Bix timea eight is forty-

It isn't like the dry multi-

*Did you moke that all up now *" saked Kitty, in woniler-
ment.

* Why, yes,’ lnughed Towm. .

*Oh, it's splendid ! Let's ses, how is it and she went
straight through it with very little help. *Ten times eight
ia eighty. That one's essy enough to remember.”

‘And nuw,’ said Tom, when she had the jingle well
learned, *say the table aloud and the jiagle in your mind
a8 you go along.’

]{itly tried that, and a very few times made it & sucress.
With the ringing of the tirat bell she was ready 1o atart for
school with those * dreadful eights ' all perfect.

! You're the best Tom in the whole world " she said, with
a guod-bye kiss, ‘ And I don’t believe there's another boy
in collegge that could make such nice poetry.’

Tom laugrhed as he opeoed his (ireek Gramuar.

BLOWING BUBBLES AND WHAT CAME OF IT.
'\'ITI‘LE Peter and Pralie and Lyddie Sprague
g

were keeping house while mamma snd papa
went to town. T'o be sure there was Grand-
papa Sprague, but he was taking his after.
noon nap in his roam, s0 he did not eount.
They had played * hide the thimble,’ *'ring-
wround-a-rosy,’and Lyddie and Prudie had danced till their
little toea nched, wo the Aum n-kum hum of Peter's jewsharp.
Chen Lyddie had said :

* Let's blow bubblea '

*Oh, yes, let’a ! eried Prudie.

Ho Lyddie got the long, new clay pipes and Prudies buwl
of soapinds and set it on the hearth of the broad, low
chimney eo they noed not wes the Hoor, for the little girls
had learned not to make work,

But it was found, after one or two trials, that the bubbles
were two thin, and Prudia had to meke another journey to
the soap cask. Then they began Llowing bubbles in guod
earneat—auch big, strong ones! They would soar like tiny
balicons, now up, now down, =s lcter and I’'rodie and
Lyddie putfed and chased them abous the room.

By and bye one dived inte the binck chimney and dinap-
Eeured. Then there was more fun, sending them off uy ita

road, scoty throat, and watching them sail out at tle
patch of blae at the top aod rushing out to see them Haat
oft.

Then Pever proposed swoking into the bubbles, as grand.
papa did once for them. UGrandpapa's pipe lay on the
maotel all *charged " aod ready to light when be should yet
up- Pruodie wanted to do this part uf it.

‘Hah ! girls don't smoke ! cried Petar, loftily,

'Mrs Potter pmokes! I've ween her! And she wa+ a
girl once, anyway ! retorted FPradie.

* Well, it's squinched her all up,” insisted Peter,

Pradie dida’t want to be squinched like Mrs I'otter,
neither id Lyddie, so Peter put a live coal from the stuve
into the top of the pipe aod potled away maafully, The
sten: was very short and he burmed the up of his frackled
nose once xo that a tiny blister came upon it.

For s time they had great spurt, watching the mulky-
lookiug bubbles Huat gvacefully off, to the cousternativn uf
whole nestfuls of cuim.ey-swalluws, some of them tumbling
ot of their neats in aflrizht, down on to the chitdren's
heads.

Huowever, pretty =oon Peter laid up the pipe, plunged his
fal, brown fists deep intw his pockets and secowled dreadfally.
Then his face turned very white and he began to whine
dismually,  Lyddie and Prudie, very wuch frightened,
brought him parsley leaves to chew. “But poor Peter wus
too sick to chew them.

Just then grandpapa came out and Lyddie ran to him
with the doleful tale.

‘Tat! It's grandpapa’s pipe! Naughty thing for littla
boys—and big voes, too, I snspect V'

*Bor does 1t make youu feel like Peter ' yuarisd Lyddie.

* Oh, it did oace,’ luughed grendpapa

* What made you want to Eu it syain, then? npsked the
little girl.

*The land knows, I don'tt
with pity at 'eter’s distress.

* Will 1'eter want to do 80 any more? persisted Prodie,
pinching & mint leaf and bolding it to his pale nose.

‘Uh, dear me, 1 hope not,' cried grandpapa, sternly,
throwing his pipe against the sooty chimney-back aml bresk-
ing it all to pieces, * There, nuw, Peter, yon and grand-
papa will take the pledge not to stuvke any ‘mure as luag as
we live. Shall we, sonoy 7

! Ye-a.e8, n-n-ir |' pasped little Peter, between his quals,

When nanmwa eame home and aaw graodpapa's old ipe
lying in the chimney and randpapa hinaself trudyging aver
the hill intn the pioes, she said be had gose off to Hght &
battle,

I'rodie mad Lyddie and I'eter could not believe that Jesr
old grandpapa wanted to fight anybody, They wondered
what mamunia meant.

Do yor undemtand *

groaned gmadpapa, looking



A FAILURE,

Mok years ayo than [ shall game
I sought to win a good wife's fame,
I knew not how—2but all the sane

T msule a shirt.

1 cut, 1 stitched, with many a tear;

Hollewedl it out, botl: front and rear;

I carved the armhicles wide, for fear
They woulda’t he.

Jolhn's neck 1 measored to be troe,

The band must tit that much I koew,

T'd heard 8o oft.  All else [ drew
And puckered in.

At last 'twas dooe. A work of art,

Complete T hoped, in every part,

‘ Uune, Jobn," 1 ealled, with quaking heart,
Try on your shirt.

1 miust eonfess it bulged somewhat

In places where T thought it shenld not,

Hut Johu, the brute, yelled ont *Great Seot !
Is this a tent ™

Iint auch behaviour—language, weil !
He muttered things ['d vever tell—
I may forget them when 1 dwell

To higher spheces.

L ! womno of the present duy,

To you's inscribed this tiny lay ;

You little know the man you pay
Youar homage to.

Tf hia ‘true inwardness * yon'd know,

Have him your idels oveithrow

And sentiment to foar winds blow,
Make him a shirt.

COULDN'T FRIGHTEN THE SQUIRE.

THERE comes Ezom the town of Cornish a story of a gruf,
square-edped eold squire, vne of the fivst settlers. It was a
Iug:nl saying abent Coroish that the squire bad pever been
frightened. Many plots had been lsid by practical jokers,
hut a1l had come to naught.

Finally some Cornisl wags made a last effors.
the squire attended n party at which the festivities were
smewhat prolonged. It was midnighs before the squire
started for Lome. his way being by a path through the
cenetery. The wags had been busying themselves in dig-
'fl.[lj: & big hole acroas thiv path, and s the squire proceeded
e he euddenly tumbled in, At the same instant a
sheeted figure appeared an the edge of the hole and ex-
clained in measured sepolehral tones :

*What are you in my grave for ¥’

* What are you out of it for at this tine of night ¥ re-
torted the doughty old squire, as he scrambled out and pro-
ceeded on s way.

Oge night

Youse. Horsekeerti: ' Have you roast beef
Ilmteber : * Yes, ma'am.
Young Hourekeeper :
Hutcher: * Oh, yes, ma’am,
\'ullbf Housekeepey: *Then you way send me some.
My husband told me ouly thin morning ‘that be wans very
funid of eold Tunat beel

* Llo you keep it on ire ¥

TWO BIPEDS MEET.

A UENTLEMAN was sannfering down the street the other
anight whken he was startled by a shrill whistle that sounded
cluse bestde him. He naturally stopped and looked around,
but eaw no one. He started on, but had proceeded noly a
few yards when the whistle, louder and shriller than before
was repeated. Apain ke looked around, and again he saw
no one. Theno his heart misgave him, for the honr was
almest midoight, Vague, unutterable fears clutched at his
soul, until his sleek locks grew to resemble the quills of that
notorionsly fretful porcupine.

But suddenly the mystery was solved, He chanced to
glance overhead, when ie perceived & parrot in & cage that
dangled from a second-story window, The eyes of the
teathered and featherfess bipeda met, and the parrot quickly
meq %ppmpriuely remarked, * Whay are yon leoking at, you
ool

A LESSON.

THE CHAPERONE : * Men are dittident, my dear, and when
you discover that one is in love with you you must encoar-
age him as moch as possible.”

The Debutante : ® But mamma does not want ma to marry
for two or thiee years yet.’

The Chaperone : *That is all right, You encuurage him
until he doesr’t need any more snconragement, then you
begin to discourage him.

S 5

AN AID TO MEMORY.

WALTER (insolently): *‘Haven't youw forgotten something,
sir? )

Customer : * Ah, yes; I believe I bave,' (liaises plate,
takes shilling from under it, pockets it and smilingly de-
parta.}

HIS PATIENT WOULDN'T TELL

A SOMEWIAT breesy iocident happened in the office of &
dentiat. He had concocted a very savoury liquid from a
mixture of several choice brands, and invited his friend, a
loeal physician, to * bave something,’ which he did, A day
or two afterward the invited friend thought he would like
anotker taste, and leisurely wended his way to his friend’s
oflice,

When he entered the doctor had a lady in his dental chair,
filling her teeth. e Inoked around, and, seeing his caller,
smid, ' lello! come after some more rmm? The caller
nearly fainted at the salutation, and simpl{ stared at the
Jdentint, who finally asgain blurted out: * You lock pale
around the gills. Hold on & minute and I'll give you some
Inote ram,

‘I'ke caller again was thunderstruck, but linally managed
iu eay, * Doctor, can 1 see you & moment in your parlour ¥

* Certainly,’ said the dentist, and he immediately stepped
sway from hia lady patient and passed inte the parlour.

When there, the friend, bridling with indippation, said
in a freezing tone: ' Doctor, what is the matter with yon,
anyway? Are you crazy, are you drunk, or are you the
simon-pure extract of a Llanked fool? What's the matter
with you, anyway

* Ul that's all right,’ said the dentist, © that lady won't
pive you away—she's Jdeaf and dumb.’

LAWS OF HEALTH.

Tramp: ‘Thaokee kindly, mum; I'd no hepe of gettin’
sich a fine enpper to-day, mum. May heaven blisa yao I’
Housekeepwer : * As f‘nu'va had a good supper, I think you
might chop some wood.'
* Yes, mum. Buot you know the old adage, ** After dioner
rest awhile, after supper walk w mile.” [l walk the mile
lirak, mum.’

AT ThHE CLUm — Gy Bachelor: * Do you think there is
anything in the theory that warried nien live longer than
unmarried omea? Henpecked Friend (wearily) : ‘Uh, I
don't koow—seens longer.’

THE HONEYMOON OVER.

Wirk; * Harry, [ sever thought you eonld change so.  You
used to say that you might search the world over and over
and you never could find & woman eqmal to me, and now
yon Are scarcely sver at home,"

Husband : * Oh, that's all right, dear ; I'm simply oaking
the szarch now, tv prave the correctness of my assertion.’

WORTH HIS WHILE.
‘1 see young Toodleby bas failed for half a

SNOPKINS :
million.’

Pockpby: * Lucky dog! I'd fail myself for half that
amount.’

MISCELLANEQUS

‘DocTor,” said Mrs Worrit, *is it really troe that many
people are buried alive! * None of my patients ever are,’'
replied Dr. (iraves.

‘1 suppose the baby is a delicate pink—eh, Eronson ¥
' No. I:fe’s a robust yeller,” replied the proud and sleepy
father.

' Beware of vanity, my boy.
do not make the best eating.’
never gets into the soup.’

A coloured philoeopher ie reported to have said : © Life,
wy breddern, am mos’ly made up of prayin’ for rain and
then wishin’ it would el'ar off.”

¢ What's the Jitference between a Prohibitionist and an
old toper? *Why, the latter is fnll of drams and the
former of seruples.’

ExcrusaBLi.—Young Muother : * Horrors ! Here's an ac-
connt in the paper of & woman who sold ber baby for 10
cents.' Young Father (wearily): *Perhaps it was teeth-
ing.”
%'Isme,’ whispered Rachel, * vould you go through vire
for me?  *Yaiz, I vould,” returned Isane, kissing his_fianeée
heartily. * Dot is, I vould ohf I vas ineured.’

* Paps, why does the drum major of a band wear that big
thing on his head ¥ ‘Because the natural size of hia head
is Dot equal to the occasion, my son.’

American Hostess : ‘1 wonder why women never fight
duels. I am sure the{ getangry enough.’ Voreipu Visitor :
* Zey know nozzing of weapons, madam:e. Zey would hurt
each ozaire.’

A VeTeRAN Sorpigr s BELATING TukE STorRY or His
CampralaNs.—¢ On that terrible day we loat our brave Cap-
tain, whose head was carried off by & esnnon ball. is
last words were, ** Bury me where I fell.””

A lady once consulted St. Francie of Bales on the lawful-
nesa of using rouge. *Well," said the saint, ‘some picns
men object to it, others see ne harm in it, bot I hold the
middle course 20 you may use it on one cheek.

CrT AND CoME AGAIN. —Beggar : * Please sir, won't you
give me & dollar to buy some medicine for me sick wife 1
Gentlemopn: ' See here!  Only & day or two ago you said

our wife was dead and you needed money to bury her.’
{k gar: 'Y-e-s. This is another one.’

'fm: LATEST BEENHARDT JOKE.—AB two gentlenien were
passing the Theatre Fraocaise they vhserved a man carry.
ing a shotgun inte the Luilding. *1 wouder what thatis
for? remarked one of them, *That gun,’ replied the
other, looking down the barrel, ‘is for Sarah. She makes
her toilet in it."

‘ SHORTENING 4 CaLl.—Meother: My dear, whean ladies
call on you, you should not spend the whole time talking
abeut your music, as yon did this maraing.’ Daughter :
! But, mother, the callers this morning were married adies,
and if I hadno’t kept them on music, they would bave ot
started talking about their babies, apd they wouldo't be
throngh yet"

A BINECURE.—A certain physician, who has not got much
practice, hired a small coloured boy to accompany him on.
his visits and hold the horse. ‘' How does yer like Yer new
place ¥ asked the boy's mother when he came huvme on
Saturdey night. * I likes it fusrate. Ve ceber has to stop
at de houses at all, like de ndder doctors. I jess gita all de
ridin’ [ wants,” was the reply.

Jane (coming up the atairs to missne): “I should fee] ex-
tremely obliged, marm, if you would do me & little favour.’
Miasua (who knows the value of an inferior ' general):
*Well, Jane, what is it?” ‘I bardly konow what to 8aY,
marm.”  *VWell, of course, I c8n’t eomply until I know.*
‘ Well, marm, my young man is at the back door; and I
thought, perhans, yoo weuld be 2o very kind as to apeak
with bim for a few mioutes while I run up-staira and make
myseli presentable,’

NEW FORM OF THE UREEN-EVED MoNSTER —Lady
Friend (to Mm New‘:ywed] : 'Why do I find von so down-
cant, Mand ¥ Mrs Newlywed ; ' Uh, it's because { saw my
Harry kiss somethiog beside me this morning.’ Lady
Friend (condulingly): *Poor Mand! Do tell me all about
ir," Mre Newlywed: 'Well, I happened to be looking out
of the window this morning just as my Harry boarded a
tram, and don't you think the saucy fellow smiled st meand
then kiased hie band, snd—obh | boo-hoo !— Jennie, you
don’t know bow j-jealons I min of that b-hand *

The birds of gaudy plem
* No, indeed. hpa pa:'%:



	Title
	Article
	The Penalty of a Crime.
	THE OLD ALBERT BARRACKS, AUCKLAND.
	A LOVE-THOUCHT.
	THE LATE DUKE OF CLARENCE AND AVONDALE
	CUPID IN DANGER.
	ROYAL ROMANCES.
	The Attack on the Mill.
	EGYPTIAN WOMEN.
	TWO HYPOCRITES.
	DONE BY A DUDE.
	THE WORK OF RUDYARD KIPLING.
	SCIENTIFIC AND USEFUL
	THE NEW WATERBURYS.
	A TRIP TO PIPIRIKI, WANGANUI RIVER.
	The New Zealand Graphic AND LADIES' JOURNAL. SATURDAY, JANUARY 1891.
	THE LATE CARDINAL MANNING.
	SOCIETY GOSSIP.
	AUCKLAND.
	WELLINGTON.
	CHRISTCHURCH.
	DUNEDIN.
	NELSON.
	NEW PLYMOUTH.
	NAPIER.
	HASTINGS.
	LONDON.

	For The LADIES
	HOW TO BE HAPPY.
	SELECTION OF EYE-CLASSES.
	TWO ENTIRELY DIFFERENT THINGS.
	CLUMSY FINCERS.
	ON SNEEZING.
	CEREMONIAL HAIRCUTTING.
	ABOUT SHOES.
	MOTHERS' COLUMN.
	A PLEA.
	HOW THE LAPLANDERS DRESS.
	LONDON AND PARIS FASHIONS.
	AN ALL-BLACK GOWN.
	DRESSES AT A FRENCH CARDEN-PARTY.
	QUERIES.
	QUERIES.
	ANSWERS TO QUERIES.
	RECIPES SUITABLE FOR SUMMER WEATHER.
	AT HOME WITH THE LADY EDITOR.
	JAPANESE COLD THREAD.

	Ladies’ STORY Column.
	‘WHAT SHE GAVE FOR HIM.’
	MISS AUSTEN.

	THE YOUTH PAGE
	MODESTY.
	ATTACHING TARLIBERRY.

	THE Children's Page
	LITTLE PEOPLE’S LETTERS
	THE JINGLE-LESSON.
	BLOWING BUBBLES AND WHAT CAME OF IT.

	The Graphic's Funny Leaf
	FAILURE.
	COULDN’T FRIGHTEN THE SQUIRE.
	Article
	TWO BIPEDS MEET.
	A LESSON.
	AN AID TO MEMORY.
	HIS PATIENT WOULDN’T TELL
	LAWS OF HEALTH.
	Article
	THE HONEYMOON OVER.
	WORTH HIS WHILE.
	MISCELLANEOUS

	Section
	Advertisements
	Adv. 1 Page 4
	Adv. 2 Page 5
	Adv. 3 Page 5
	Adv. 4 Page 8
	Adv. 5 Page 9
	Adv. 6 Page 11
	Adv. 7 Page 12
	Adv. 8 Page 13
	Adv. 9 Page 16
	Adv. 10 Page 16
	Adv. 11 Page 17
	Adv. 12 Page 19
	Adv. 13 Page 20

	Illustrations
	Under the Trees.
	Untitled
	Untitled
	ALBERT PARK AUCKLAND, 1849..
	Sketch by Will Paebles July 1849. ROUGH VIEW IN THE AUCKLAND BARRACKS SQUARE 1849.
	THE BULLEIIN OUTSIDE THE MANSOON HOUSE.
	Untitled
	DUKE OF CLAEENCE AND A WONDALE.
	AT THE GATES, MARLBOROUGH HOUSE.
	Untitled
	Untitled
	TE ERINGA TOKI GORGE, NEAR PIPIRIKI.
	WATERFALL, NEAR PIPIRIKI.
	Untitled
	Untitled
	Untitled
	Untitled
	LONDON AND PARIS FASHIONS. – SMART AFTERNOON TOILETTES.
	DRESSES AT A FRENCH GARDEN PARTY.
	Untitled
	Untitled
	Untitled
	Untitled
	Untitled
	Untitled
	Untitled
	Untitled


