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I have several fashiomabie and very precty
weddings to describe this week, and yet I hear of several
uther inleresting mattimonial events to fallow chortly.
The marriage of MrJ. L. B. Bloomlield and Miss Hilda
Frances Ruock, youngest danghter of the Iate Captain Fredk.
W. Ruck, 13th Regiment Light Infantry, was solemnized in
st. Mary's Cathedral Chorch, Parnell. 1 was going to
aive you & full description of the wedding, but I learn that
you have already received a long aeconnt of it Therefore
I wil}, perforce, contéent myself with all the pames of the
guests whom I can rvecall, hoping I shali not repeat those
already given. The yachte belonging to the Anckland Yacht
(’Inb, of which Mr Bloomtfield is & prominent member, were
gay with bunting througbout the day in honvar of the evenr
Mre Whitney (jun.), black merveilleua and lace gown,
fawn hat with pale blue ostrich tips; M Coates, grey
gown, and eufel colonred boonoet : Mres Ho Blalr, pretty
cream silk gown Howered with black and trimmed with
black velver, e¢ream and black bonnes; Mrs Duathie,
pretty grey Howered costume, black lace hat with grey
sdowers ; her sizter (Mrs J. Ansenne) looked pretty in a
striped cream gown and cream hat; Mrs Hanes, black
irc and facket, white linen shirt, and black lace hat withk
white feathers ; Miss Wylde-Brown, pretty corntiower blue
gown tlowered with white and trimmed with white emn-
broidery, pretty hat trimmed with cresm feathers ; Miss
Apderson (Parunell), prewey white dress, and black bar
trimmed with buttercaup yellow ; diiss Lawiord also wore a
dainty white dress and hat ; Mrs Taylor (Pamell;, pretty
Hlowered Fiench muslie gown, and boonet to march. A
namber of vther guests were present, bat their names were
onkaewn to me.  Amongst the gentlemen were Colonel
Carté, Ibr. Haines, Rev, C. M. Nelson, Mr Leatkam, etc.

(Jo the foilowing afiernoon Mr Edward Morton, of the
firm of H. B. Morton and Uo., merchants, was moited in
matrimony to Miss Gertrude H. Biss, eldest daughter of
Mr 5. B. Biss, Chiel Postmaster of Awrckland. The
marria;re was solemnized in the Birhop's private chapel,
Bishops €onrt, Parnell, the sacred edibce being crowded
with the many irienda of the young couple.  The ceremony
waz performed by the Hev. J. Bates, of Holy Trinity
Chureh, Nortk ®hore.  The bride was given away by her
iather, and wure an exgoisitely handsome gown of rich
ivory white sarah silk. tizined, and trimnied with white
embroidered chitfion, wreath of orange biossoms. and beanti
felly embroidered tulle veil, and carried s very beautifal
bouyaet made by Mise Speight, and compusedl of pure
white blossorms and delicate maiden-hair ferns, ried with
streamers of ribbon. The bride was atrended by three
bridesmaids —Misas Mand H. Biss, Miss May Fisher,
aod 8 tiny sister of the bnide. The first couple wore
gowns alike of ivory white rreje dc cherifie, sashes
of Liberty silk, and pretty hats of white lace trimmed
with panze ribbon snd white and yellow poppies. Lach
carried a lovely bonnuet tied with ribbon to barmonise with
the gowns, and wore lovely gold bangles, the gift of the
bridegroom. The third brideemaid was simply attired in &
pretey frock of zofy white moslin, finished at the throat and
elbowa with dainty frills. She slso wore a cap composed of
fine valenciennes lace and ribbon, and carried a luvely basket
of Howern. Measrs Arthur Morton and MNoel Biss artended
the bridegrocm in the capacity of groomsmen. At the con-
ciusion of the ceremony the bridal party druve to the resi-
dence of Mr and M Hiss, Uarleton Gore Koad, where they
were entertmined. The Lappy couple receivred nomerous
congratulating telegrams from friends in other parts, and
Tuany very custly and handsome wedding pgifts were ex-

hibited. Thronghoat the day the vessels in the harbonr
were gay with buoting in honoor of the auspicious evenr.
Mra ~. B. Biss imotber of the bride) wore a handsome gown

of rich black milk and Yace, black bunnet relieved with
yellow chitfun, bouyuet to rarrespond ; Mrs Mortun fmother
of the bridegroomn ) wure a rich black satin gown, beautifal
lace mantle and bunget ; Miss Morton, pretty belintrope and
Kuld gown, ereaw hat trimnied with feathérs; Mrs H. b.
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Mortop, beantiful gown of «ilk veiled with biack lace and
relieved with pale pink, buanet to correspond ; Mrs Graves
Airken, handsome long black lace muntle over a black silk
gown, pretty bounet trimmed with ganze ribbon; Mm
Dyouglas, rizh black surah silk gown, black bonnet relieved
with white ; Mise Philson, dainty Howered French muslin
gowao, black hat with pink roses.

Another wedding which eccasioned a coneiderable amonat
of interest amnngst a large circle of friends was solemnized
at St. Andrew’'s (‘horeh, Epsom, the happy conple being
Mr Thomas Billington and Miss Mand Watkins, danghter
of Mr Watkins, of Epeom. The Rev. Mr Marshall per-
farroed the ceremony, which was witnessed by a larre con-
greaation of interested friends mand others, The bride was
given away by her father, and lonked exceedingly pretty in
a lovely trained guown of soft white cashmere finished with
lace and orange blossoms, and wreath of orange blossons
snrmounted by a long tulle veil. She carried an exquisite
bridai bouyuet, from which depended long loups of ribbon.
The bride was attended by four bridesmaids—the Misses
Clarm and Flossie Billington, and the Mistes Watkins (21—
all wearing tasteful and pretty gowns alike of white mnstin,
and dainty hats, and each carried a lovely basket of Howers.
Mr Parkinson of the lLoan and Mercantile Company acted
as best man.  Mr and Mrs Watkins entertained the bridal
party at their residence, and the newly. wedded counple, after
receiving the congratulations of their friends, leit by the
afternnon train for the Waikata, »n rentr for Koturua Hot
Lakes, where the honeymoon will be epent.  Mizs Billing-
ton wore a stylizh tailor-made fawn costume, and pretty
terra-cotta hat: Mrs T. E. Billington, striped heliotrope
silk pown, and eream hat; Mrs K. A, [hommend, ve

Tetty pale yreen gown, and becoming cream: and pale pink
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I hear that the marriage of Mr A. 1. Edwarnds and Miss
Jobnstone takes place shortly.

A little bird whispers thal engageruents have just taken
ptace between Mise Mand Ruck and Mr Leatham, of Par-
nell, ahd Mr Norman Williams, a proniizent member of the
Gordon Cricket Club, and Miss Packey.

The lovely summer weather we are now eujoying is
specially suitable for all sorts of outdoor amu-ements.
Children's parties are mach more ea*il{ managed ia a large
garden than in a honse. Sothoaght Mrms €. V. Houphton
and Mise Battley when they issued invitations to some of the
juveniie friends of Miss Elsie Battley anid Master Noel
Houzhton. The visit of the latter ta lanrel Baok,
Mount Albert, s drawing te a c¢lose, as Mr and Mrs
Battley are chortly expected from Hobarr, where
they are resting for a week or two oan their way ot
from Fngland. The little aunt, ciad in pretty pink,
and the smaller pephew, in bloe and white, received
their dizinantive gunests nader the lovely caks which make
Mr Bartley’s garden look =z¢ English and pretiy. Mrs
Houghton, in black skirt and grey aod white striped
bodice, and her sister, Miss Battley, in cream with
Homan striped sleeves, were notiring in their efforis
to amuse the visitors. It was too hot for twoch ex.
ection, aod 1he boys lazily watched the girls singing, under
Mis« Harttley's skilful guidance, an aristocratic version of
“ally, Rally Water,” 10 a very pretty tune: also a new

ame, " All round the village.” Mizs Rattley still suffers
rom ber throat, thourh ~he 1z now allowed to =ing a little.
A very delicions tea was browgkt out and partaken of onder
the trees, the boys rousing themselves 1o +lo full jastice to
thin bread-and-botrer and * thousands,” jelly, blane-mange,
and cakes of all kinds. The iced cake was replete with in-
digestible articles, such as two or three th-eepences, six-
pecces, bottons—in faet, I never saw such a ‘rich ' cake
before. Amongst the guests were Mrs E. Cooper, in a
pretty white embmidered dress, black hat: her 1wo little
girls in white with black ribbons: Mis- Fintrie Dixnn,
white, black hat and sazh ; Miss Kathleen Alexander and
ber two brothers, Harold and Ernest : Misses Mildred, May,
and Jeszie Woite, and eheir brother Arthar; Miss Blorrie,
and Master Fred Carr; Miss Pearl fiorrie and her brother
Arthar.  Aln:ost all the lirtle girls were in white, and
louked so cool and fresti. _After tea they adjonrned to une of
the paddocks, and thoroughiy enjoyed themselves until
eight o'clock, when they ceparated.

[n maay of our churches yesterday reference was made to
the sudden deaith of the Pluke of Clarence and Avondale-
All Saints’ was draped ig black with a purple band.  Jthes
chaorches used white instead of coloared Howers on the com-
muaion table. The * Dead March in Saul’ was played, the
cong tion generally baving the pood taste and strez to
stand during its performance. We believe we can do nath.
iny for the dead, but we can ar least show our sympachy
with a bereaved family, and oar loyalty ta our tpueen aml
cruntry. Probaby oot here very few will wear the compli-
mentary th:ee weeks' monrning ordered for the peneral
public, except those copnected with the government urcivie
oftices. The warship H.M.5. Taoranga iz in moarning,
and all the dags on the varions pablic otfives are half-mast
high.

Aod stili the chrenicle of unr amu-euients must go on,
%o hie we off to Mr J. 1. Wilson's house i Heniuera, where
we encoantet the frieads and memberaof the Young Wowen's
Uhristian Asseciation. There & very pleasant afternon was
Bpent, the new Secretary, Miss Macdoaald, being present.

Cricket io the Domaic next calle for & wond, A very in-
Leresting match was wol up by var eaergetic Colonet liuring
between his men and some representatives uf H M %
Taarangn.  Severnl of 1he othicers are keen cricketers, and
watched the game from uader the welcome ehade of the
trees, where thiey discussed an excellent «f froo v lanchenn
with the Colonel and Mrs Guring, ete.

A large and rocces-fal tes was given by the membaers of
the Anckland Folu Ulab this week at Poiter's Paldock w
their lady friende, where there was & great wnster of the
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fair sex. The groand now is periectly arraoyed, the lawn
beicg mowed and the uneveoness smoothed away. The
memnbers wha playsd were the Captain (Mr (FRorke,
Mesess Lockbart, Uolgrove, Gilmore, Francis, Englasd,
Byd. Williamson, and Wansborouyh. It is really wost as-
tonishing 1o «<ee how much they huveimproved. The game
was thorouyhly exetting, ahd of citirse we were now ant
then entertainet by & full or sunie antics uf the pocies, who
do not as yer perfectly underntand the pame.  tine of
the ponies wished to play himself, and ecauvpht the handle
of the stiek in hi= tail, and =eemed very lutn o part with
it Amongst thowe present [ noticed Mra - Dy Lewis, nav
costnme, gyey hat: Mre Doy Honeyman, a very hand-
some prey cashmere, yelluw silk front trimmed with
white lace, tojue of yellow roes and white feathers;
Mrs Lawry, sported pavy silk; Mrs Seymourit.eorpe,
dark yrey spotted delaine: and her daughter, eorn-
fower hlue, white sailor hat Mi<s Anmdersun, a stylish
check_ bat with yellow poppies : Miss lervis, white: Miss
Mowbray, fawn: Miss Werr-Taylor, white: Mic~ Banke,
wrey, and her sister, white; Mise Mclauchlin, grey aod
lack striped silk trimmed haodsomely with heavy white
lace or embroidery ; Miss Mark= Inoked charming in navy :
Mrs tiertz, white. Mr and Mr Graham were driving, as
alsoc were Mias Firth and her sister. Miss M. Firth was
riding, as also Mis< Rinks and Mr Bilsborough. There
were & great many other ladies present, but 1 cannot at
resent recall them. Amongst the yentleman were Jir.
wis, Messrs J. Coates, Stubbings, Daveney, Uhamberhin,
O sullivan, Colbeck, Mcekellar and others.

Mrs Moss Davis gave m very successtul little dance.

Water picnics <eem to be quite « fr mrls at present, and
the one given by Mrs:Dr.i Honerman was a very recAerch
affair.  Aboat forty guests were 1nvited, and the Britannia
was chartered for the oecasion. [ must tell you that the
ficni:: waa given for a Mr Morton, who is engzaged tao Miss

sabel Hay, of llemiuera. We first went up and Jduwa the

harboar, cailed at =t. Helier's By, and eventually landed
at the {)neen-street wharf, only too sorry that the excursion
was over. Amonist the guests T poaticed Meszdames (Dr.)
Lewis, Haines, Lawry, Nathan, Mizes Firth, Marray, Mrs
and Miss Moss Davis, and nunierons other ladies and gentle-
Taen.

Mr Hay, a relation of |ir. Honesman's, also gave a picnie,
this time ro that charming little spor, Lake Takapona, buot
not being there, I cannot tell you very much abont it, cnly
baving an account of it from one of the party. T believe
they ail had & lovely time, what with the bostiog en the
lake, daficing, & very rhi- dipner, and a splendid host, what
mwore could one wish for* Mesdames Honeyman, Lawry,
Haines, Misses Firth, Mr and Miss Muss Davis, ete., ete.,

were of the ty.
Whilst intorming you of the amounnt of diseipation going
on, I most not forget to tell you of the eharming littie daoce

Mra Walter Lawry, *t:lenside,’” gave. It was a most per-
fect evening, and everybody had carts Mancks 1o wander
about the garden just as they wished. The ladieanll looked
very mire. The hostess wore a handsome llack dress
trimmed with hsher net; Mre Honeyman (for whom 1he
dance was given) wore a lovely amber wlk dresa, trimp.ed
with chitfun = Mrs Moss Pavis, hlack silk : and her daupghier
jooked very well in a cream <ilk, rs also did Mis= i'oner
anmd Miss Kilgour.
Mk

Ay DeEAR HeE,

Thengh it is many months since I wrote 1o
you, I now rentnre tu send yuu a letter, as it is npon that
never stale topic, at acy rate to the female mind —a wed-
ding. Being thoroughly «n fadt in the subject of the recent
matriage of Miss Helda Ruck aod Mr Lueas Bloomiield, 1
think yoo may like to have a full, true, and particolar
gecount of it.  Long befure the time appuinted for the cere-
mouy—3 p.m. —the lovkers-on began to cullect in anod
arcund St Mary's Charch, Paroell, and we guests had te
run the mauntlet of many pairs of eyes a= we betook our-
selves to vur nlaces.  That was the moment when we fely
painfully aware uof aey weak point in our armour, and
a wrickle or wry fold in one's wedding garnent was
a bunilisting fact.  Whilst awaiting the bride s arcival, my
dear Bee, I will describe the frocke of the gnests as they
arrived and took their seats in thechancel.  Mrs Bloombeld,
the mother uf the bridegroom, wore brown satin with putings
of cream colour duwn coe side, and a bonoet of creamy lace
and feathers ; Mrs Handowek's puwan was also brown, bat uf
brocade, a 1er eream crloured beanet had touches of gold
in 1t; Mi<s Wreay was i black lace and sarin, with a
white bonnpet. These three lalies carried very handsue
Bowjuets, a3 dild Mra W, Hloomtield, wlhose creans-
caloured frock of a soft falling woollen fabric opened over
a vest embroudered in beliotrnpe and  silver.  Har
byouet wa- such an airy structure that one rather doubted
if the regulation for & woman's head being covered 1z
chureh was beiny obeyed. It consisted of three standiay
up ribs of heliotrope and <ilver, to which were fastened
some white ostrich tips.  Mes Carre ware black broche aod
lace with sume beantiful scarlet hybiscus blos~nmsto relieve
it and mateh her bonnet, of which the muiif was scarlet ;
Mrs Goring's silver grey silk had vest, coat, lappels, ete., of
white silk embroldersd ia grey and silver, and her black jetr
bonnet was enlivened with touchea of bright pink ;. Mix«
Rescruge Lad & very pretty guwn of zreen and old gold
trimnied with guipure, with a hat to match, and bowjoet
of harmonidng tints: Mizs Mowbray, blue and white
pongee sk trimmed with lace : Miss Puwer and Mies
Anderson botin wore =imple white frocks aod Hower batx—a
wmyst suitable custume on such an intensely hot dJday
and wne which we, their elders. ib wvur ailks and
bunneta, envied | can as-ure you, but the disadvan-
tages of sge are many, alas: Haviog yivea you
some of the guesta R« rreents cowriors, [ owill taptalize
you oo lenger, but come o the wedding party proper,

Vhen we were all beyinaing Lo be tired of sueing wha waa
better sire<sed than cuesell, Mr- Huck appeared, escorted
by her old friend, Coloned Coriag.  She Jwoked remarkably
well in & dark blue pongee =ilk Howered with white, and
trimnsed with white guipare, her buonet of Llue carn cockles
having mtrings and putting~ of creamy chitten.  Thea the
weililing hyuis was begoa, aud we saw the younyg bride
coming op the aisle, an the mrna of Mr James Coates, wha,
after playing best muau at many weddings, bas heen pro-
muted & srep, and huale his firet apjedrance vo &ny stage as
‘the heavy father.” The bridal pown was of ivory while
hrocarde, with Houncing of Irish point on the frmet of the «kirt
and the bawjaeof the nolize, the loay traic being left jlaio.




