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The tulle veil wae held in place by s crescent of pearls and
diamondu given by the bridegroom, mond the bonquer had
some real arange blossons in it, & rarity at this season of the
year. Her fan was of white ostrich felt).nens, and was I'.!_u
@it of Colonel and Mrs Carre.  The bridesmnids were in
green, berinping with a darkish shwle in the leading pair,
and graduated down to a faint tint in the last. Mise Ruck
and Miss tieorge came Lirst, their green skirts and coiraes
baodices having pleated square yokes of ambersilk.  Next
were Miss Jervis and Misa Wylde Krown, in If:r green
frocks with yokes of the darker shade in silk. thy, Mrs
Puwers and Mrs Walker's litthe girla in very rnl_e green
Frocks falling full and straight from yokes of coral pink silk.
The bats of all six were perfect poems, the lace of which they
were cuniposed lonking aa if pleited by fairy ﬁnFers, they were
s light and gracefal,  Each bad a large bow of ribbon tosuit
the custasne.  The four grown up maidens had gold Langles
piven by the Lridegroum, the two little girls gnld brooches.
The foriuer carrisd cascade buuquets of yellow and green, the
latter baskets of Howers. After the ceremony which was
wricrmed by the liev. Mr Preston, we all went to Mms
tloomlields house, * Wonona,” and there inspected the pre-
sents, congratulated the ‘happy pair,’ ate cake, ices, and
miany other good things, and drank champagne, tea and
coffee.  Amongst the presents were many o=eful and pretty
wilver thingw for the table. Conwpicuous amongst them was &
silver tray from Mr Coates, and a case of salt-cellars fron
Mr Bloctield's yachiting frienda.  There were spoons of all
kinds for afternoun 4ea, jan, fruit, ete., etc., several ching
orpaments and elaborate photograph frames.  Uf all the pre-
sentaperhaps the onethat took iy fancy most was s travelling
bag given to the bride by one of her brothers-in-law. [t was
fitted withi all one could possibly want, aod the handles of
the brushes and other thiags were of ebony, on which dark
groaud the silver monngram showed with good eflect, and
which ia a chaoge from the everlasting ivery or silver. At
Live we all assembled in the verandab to see the young
cauple drive away, and were much amused in obser\'mf that
Mr Contes was quite unable to drop liis wsual role of best
man, and was doing all this fonctionary’s work, putting
Gladstene hags into the carriage, and 8o on,  The best man
iwhose pardon I must beg for not having mentioned him
wooner}, Mr "Niel, found his billet by thia time quite s
sinecure. There was a recond-beat man toe, Mr Stegall.
We had no speechifying and oo tears, for which we were
thankful. Mr Rioomfield's going - away dress was s
light summer tweed with panel, vest, ete., of white
corded silk, and a hat which seemed a mass of white
ostrich plumes.  Befure they left the white reina were
changed fur dark ones, they, poor things, imagining that by
this piece of artfulness they wonld deceive the public as to
their identity, a8 if new clothes and travelling gear was not
quite encugh to mark them as bride and bridegroom, to say
nuthing nf their young and radiant faces. As 1 began by
describlus the costumes of some of the guests 1 will tinish
with a few more, though cudgel my brains as T will I eannot
paxsibly remember all.  Mes U'lirien was in black lace,
with one of these elegant lopy iace maatles, embroidered in
yuld sod silver about the shoulders and collar; her
danghter, Mra Collins, fromw Wanganui, wore a grey
corduroy cloth gonwn and fancy straw bat (& very
retly costnme). Mrs Ward looked very well in bright
llelio(rﬂpe colour; Mrs Seymonr (ieorge was also in
grey with & touch of scarlet in her black bonnet; Miss
lLizzsie Barston looked very well in silver grey silk and
a black bonoet (I see by the Hame papers bls,c{: headgear
ix the fashion just oowi; her sister, too, was in black and
rrey i Mrs Lioosdhue wore pale grey, and a pretty bonnet of
klm-k and gold: Mrs Neison, biown silk trimmed with
white lare, and bonuet to match. 1 don't thiok I told you,
by-the-bye, that the newly married people have gene to cthe
Lakes for their honeymoon, and meditate a trip Home
shortly, with which itemt of intelligence 1 will sign mywelf
yours atfectionately,
GRUFFANUYF.

DeAvg Ber, JANUARY 13,

There haa been harlly anything poing oo since
you heard from me, but we always expect & dull moath
after Christmas, and reoerally get it.  So many pecple are
away that it would te ditticult to yet np anything in the
social world, The Stanleys bave catised snme pleasurable
excitenient by their recent arrival, and Mr Sianley has sue-
ceededd in interesting his large nudiences at the (lpera
Huuse, where he has given a series uf lectures on Africn
In the way of entertainments this has been absolutely the
only thing with which to beguile an evening last week.
The tirst twn evenings the building was crowded, but lately
the audience has been falliny off. [ fancy the charges ave
tather high for this 1ime of 1he year, and therefore wuniler,
conridering how much of ope's inconie is spent in travelling
&t Chiristmas tine, that he had s0n many listeners.

Lately we have Leen more fortunate, as we have had n
splendid concert by Madame Bahuson and troupe.  Madanme
Kahnson was most cordially welcemed back anmongst as, for
she is an eld favourite of ocurs. Rle bronght with her an-
other nld_friend in the person of Mias Katherine Harly,
whe left Wellipgton wme time Ago in order to join Madame
Bahrson.  Fraulein Van Hoyer ie also of the company, and
s quite new to um

Mra (Dr.) Colline has returned from Dunedin, and has
brought with her Misr Ciheon, of Dunedin, for & visit to
Wellington. The Misses Williame have returned from
Christchureh.  Mirs Chitfenel, a young Iady lately from
hiome, is staYing with Mra Izard,

Ou New Yearsday Mr: Charles Izard chaperoned a pienic
party to Khaodallah, but the weather was horrid, the rain
makiog everythicy miserable, and cavring the party to
break up and return to town much earlier than was intended.

The tireti trip to the Snunds was very pleasant. The
party, which was chaperoned by Miss Holnies, bave now
retusned, and included Miss Jzard, Miss Chitfenel, Misa
Huodgkins (unediny, aml Messrn Field, Synons, Jackson,
Vouel, Need, ete.

Misa Menzies hne returneid from lovereargill, and her
sinter in viniting in Hlenheim. Mrs H. D). lell and tamily
hiase gone Lo their sormer residence in Lowry Bay.,  Migs
l\:m;pln is visiting her wister, Mre 1'iatt, wt Falmemton
North.

Mr Robert I'arker has taken the residence of the late Sir
William Fitrherbert at the Hutt, and s few days Mr
and Men Parker gave the first of a sevies of parden parties,

a delightful amosement being mosic in the open air.
The weather did not behave quite ws it shonld have, bat it
is to be boped it will be better next tima

Mr and Mrm P. Buckley gave & largs ’F“dn party in
bonear of Mr and M Staniey and Mrs Tennant, who is
travelling with them. Their lnvel{ place at the Hutt is
admirsbly suited for this sort of thiog, snd althoogh the
threatening westher was very annoyiog on such ao oces-
sivn, everyone seemed to spend m delightfal afterncon
The delicious afternoon tea, cskes, froit, sweets,
ete., were dome ample justice to, and the lawn tennis
ground waa occupied the wheole time. M Bockle,
received in & handsome black gown and large blac
hat, being still in mourning for her father. Mre Stanley in
a tine-looking tall lsdy, wnd locked remarkally well inw
handsome blue gown figared with fowers. Amongst others
—and thete were a great number— were Mrs E. Liickardeon,
Mms Cooper, Sir Janres Hector, Mias Hector, Mrs Kemp,
Mrs and the Misses {irace, Mra Tolhurat, M Fitzherbert,
Mrs Kediliford, and the Missea Diranpstield, Wilferd, Brano-
don, ete. A eapital band played during the aiternoon in
the garden, and the afterncon tea was served in A marguee
erected in the gronnds, With such an admirable host and
hostess you can well imagine that everything was perfectly
appointed and arranged.  Many rested in the drawing room,
and even there found plenty of amusement. What & pretty
room it is and so artistically decorated, the long room being
partially separated into two by am arch draped with ear-
tains, and at the extreme end of the inner room a large
niirrar is placed with & border of plush, ou which are shewn
up all eorts of rare china with very good effect, and every-
where the eye reets it will see tlowers, ferns, or palmes 1n
gracefully dra; pots. It ia a bhomely room, too, and
every chair, though beautiful, looks as thonzh it were
meant for nse as well as ornawent. You must know what
T menn. Nome otherwize beautifol rooms are so stitf, and
always look as though they had never been unsed except on
state occasions. But, dear me, [ am digressing, and before
closing would like to tell you abont the only concert I
have heard of Madame Bahnson's After heariog
this owe I ahould like very muck to un again, and
lope she will prulong her short season. Madame Bahnson
sang ‘Dove Sono'’ e,\'(}uiiil:ely. and salso pgave her now
famous interpretation of * The Carnival of Venice,' besides
several others, but I think I enjnyed the dnet* Mira Norma'
more than anything, suong by Madame Hahnsono and Miss
Katherine Hardy, which was given with true artistic skill,
Miss K. Hardy chose ' Ask me no more’ and * Ihr die ibr
Triebé.” Both these ladies were encored for everything.
Mr (. A. Pearson sang two songs, but was hot heard to ad-
vantage in either. Fraalein Von Hoyer, the pianist played
twa pieces very brilliantly, and Mr F. A. King played two
violin solos extremely well. He is one of our most promis-
ing violinista. Miss Hardy, sister of Miss K. Hardy, played
the accompaniments.

By the Ionic we have had several distinguished visitors—
the Earl and Coontess of Meath, {ieneral Shipley, of Her
Majesty's service, and Colonel Wethered, of the Bucking-
hamshire Velunteers. The Earl and Conntess have crme
for the benefit of the Countesa' health, the English winter
being teo severe for her. They intend visiting the hot lakes
almast  immediately. Geoeral Bhipley and Colenel
Wethered are on a pleasare trip, and hope to see the West
Coast Sounds before completing their short tonr in New
Zealand for they intend travelling back to Loodon by the
Tonic in about three weeks. It ia forty years since Lieneral
Shipley was in New Zealand, so it most be very ioteresting
indeed, to him to see the changes. RUEBY.

CHRISTCHURCH.

Dear BEE, JANUARY 12,

Unce more we are trying to settle down aiter
our more than nsoal number of holidays to take farewell of
the old year and welcome the pmew. We are a progressive
tace here, especially in holidays, and for housekeepers and
heads of families geoerally these Christmas Lolidays have oot
altogether been a joyoos time, for in addition to the couk
ithe prop of the bousehold in a family gathering) wanting a
week just then when the house is fall of relations from near
and far, the butcher says he will not be round for three
days, and the baker on Wednesday says ' he will not eall
apain till Tuesday.” This is rather perplexing, considering
the telperature we have to endure about this time  How-
ever, ali's well that ends well, and the poor mothers have
been saved something, for we have bad remarkably cool
weather, with frequent showers, which have kept the dast
down, buat mot in any way icterfered with pleasure parties,
and [ only hope that next year cur tradespeople will not
say the day before Christtuas * we shall not be round till the
fizet week in Janoary.’

Most of the gatherings have been family ones through the
week, and now half the town seems to have taken itself ofl
to raralize somewhere only the Cinderellas being left.

The Hegatea an New Year's [lay waa the most popolar
outing, about eleven thonsand people visiting Lyttelton.
The Ecclefechan was the Hagship, and Captain Dow bad
about five hundred visitors. Captain Bourke, of H.M.8.
Rioparooma, entertained a party of ladies and gentlemen,
and also threw open & large part of bia vessel to the general
public, In additicn to the races there wae a snbmearine ex-
plosion by electricity, which was watched with mach in-
tereat.  Fireworks on the water at night, and the proces-
sion of buats burhing coloured lights was really a beaatifal
sight. Then later on the search light of the Hingarooma
was torned on, and surprised a good many with its wonder-
ful power, and some who much preferred the darkoess.

At Laocaster Park several thoueand people went to see
the zreat bicycle race between Husst, Rawlinshaw, and
Wilinot, The former baving such a reputation, mach in-
terent was taken by oor local ‘cyciiate. However, Hawlin-
shaw won.

The Merivale Temperanee Gnild bad s pirnic oct at the
Tai Tapu oo Mr White's property, the mehers of the cem-
mittee and the Rev. C. J. Merton and Mm Merton acrom-
panying them. Mrand Mrs Whire were most kind, beil-
ing water and helping in every way to make the day a plea-
want one for the Jarge company. Somper and New Biigh-
ton each received its hondreds of patrons.

Un New Year's Eva Mrs Leounard Harper gave m nnall
dance at Tlam. Misa Hotton was there, Miza Maude, Mise
Bct;.wen. Miss Robison, Miss Lean, Misa Uampbell, and & few
others.

At Mre Jobn Matson's, Sprivghield, a party of you
people danced in the New Year merrily enou,:z'h. ',ithnf
song occasionally batween the dances, while the eider mem-
bers of their numercns relations spent s moat enjoysble
eveniog at Dr. Thomas', |

A delightfnl Eienic wan held av (Governor's Bay, where
Mr and M John Andersos and Mr and Mrs Lewin and
families are spending their holiday., Abount thirty joor-
neyed trom town and joined them, making s moat plessaat

arty.

4 A{Lhe close of the old yenr Mr (3, Clitford, of Flaxbourne,
was martied to Miss Dennis in Harwarden Catholic Chapel,
tha Rev. Father Hinnr.j' ﬁrlurmiug the rite. The tride
was given away by Mr J. . Lanee, and the little ehorch
was lilled with spectators, both being well-knowan in the
district.

Another wedding of mther a novel character took place
the beginning of the year. You may have heard of ' green
field* charch, and this really took place there, for the
marringe ceremony waa performed on the lawn in front of
the residence of Mr Harris, whose youngest daoghter, Alice,
was married to Mr A. W. Blanchard, of Wellington. The
Rev. W. Morley officiated, assisted by the Rev, J. N.
Hattle, brother-in-law of the bride. The bride's dresa waa
of cream silk lustre with tmain, long veil and wreath of
orange blossoms, and lovely bounuet of white Howers and
waiden bair fern. She wore a gold bracelet =set with
diamonds and sapphires, the gift of the bridegroom. The
bridesmaids—Mias Craddock aad Miss Morely wore eream
dresses, and hats to match, and Miss Battle (niece of the
bride) & pink dress, and carried bouquets of cream roaes,
They each wore & plain gold bracelet, the gift of the bride-
groom. Refreshmenwn were served in a marquee on the
lawn, after which the happy pair drove off in a good, or
rather eruel, shower of rice.

A party of young ladies have taken s cottage at {iovernor'a
Bay, and are having the jolliest times. The Misses Bea-
wick, Helmore, and Millar, are amongst them. There are
eight altogether, I believe.

Apocther party of younz men sre camping out at Akarua,
amonsat them Professor Bickerton's five sons. Their's ia a
large party, about twenty, and they combine the useful
with pleasure. One is a self constituted engineer-in-chief,
end they are making great irrigation works so many honrs
in each day for the benelit of a neighbonr who has some
wice danghters and an orchard.

Mrm Khodes, Elmwood, with & large party have been
spendiog a week at Akaroa The Hon. Mre FParker and
farily have gona to Dunedin for & month er two.  Mr and
Mrs Alan Scoct are on the West Coast.  Professur and Mrs
Haslam, accompanied by Mr and Mise Michell Clark, bave
gone to the Southern iukes. Miwa Cowlishaw and Miss
Hennah are visiting Sir Jobn and Lady Hall, Hororata.
Mr and Mre Wilder have also gone to the Weat Coast.
Mrs Acton-Adamas leaves for Engiand in tha Coptic, taking
ber daughter and one of her sons.

Miss Gireenwood has returned from her long visit o
Hawke's Bay. Talkinz of that district reminds e ot an
engaygement—that of Mr Aunderson, of Napier, to Mias
Mysie Aikman, of Christchurch. 1 have also heard of an-
other—Miss Frankish and Mr Heywood, a nepliew of Mr ~
J. M. Heywood.

All Dr. Frankisha frienda were pleased to welcome hime
back, and to see him lookiog all the better after his trip.

We hase quite & namber of Wellington visitors here.
Mr and Mrs Symonds are staying with Miss Heywood ;
Miss Hamerton is spending a few weeks with Mrs Geo.
Koberts ; and Miss M. Kreeft with Mm A. H. Tarmball,
who has only just retnrmed with ber husband from & trip to
England.  Mps Wright and Mrs F. Barraod are visiting
Mm J. W. N. Marchaat.

The many iriends of Mrs J. K. Johnostan will regret to
notice her death, which occurred at Fielding only a few
days ago. She had been failing in health for some time,
and when they left Christchurch for their new home at
Fielding it waa hoped the change wonid be beneficial.

oLty VaLx.

DUNEDIN.

Dear BEE, JANUARY 13,

Again T am sorry to say that I have a most en-
interesting letter for yon, but uales I indulge in roinances
I cacaoct tell you of parties, becanse there have been none —
not one. The town is growing emptier and emptier, while
at Portobello, Hroad Bay, and other seaside resorta they are
having concerts and all sorta of fono, for everybody ia out of
town and getting sonburnt and altogether rustic.

At the theatre the Walter Bentley Company atre still
drawing good housea. Walter Hentley bimself is aaperb ;
oce never gets tired of him. He seems perfect in every
character he takes, but above all othera I thiak I liked him
best as Shylock in the © Merchant of Yenice.” Yon have a
treat in stere,

For a few days the town was all alive with the Tarawera’s
excursioniata bound for the West Coast Sounds. A big
crowd went vo see the first beat load sway, and everything
aboard looked as inviting as ever. The deck was prepared
for the dances, and down below the dear little theatie wasa
all itted up with its stage and drop scene, footlights, carpats,
and all eomplete. There was every prospeck of a good
time. It is ecarcely strange the faseination these trips
have, for combiced to the magpificence of the ecenery, and
all the charm that the nnrpeakable grandenr has, is the
social life, and sy muany pleasures mre crowded into those
few short days as are usually epread over a month ar twa.
After apce groing there is an nneatiable desite to go again.
The Rhodes, of Christcburel, went thia trip —Jr aand
Mre -, E. Khodes, Misa Amy and Miss Emily, Mr
T. A. Maitland (Dopedin and Miss M. A. Maitland,

Mr and Mrs F. E. Joseph (E\'ydne?‘) Mr K. W. Kane
(Adelaide), Mr J. Peele, artist (Melboaroe), Mr Perrest,
artist (Dropedin), Mr Perry (Timarm), Mr F. A, Pt

{Timaroj, Mr and Mrs Penden Steel (Sydney), Mr J. Suiith
(Melbourse), Miss Studholme (Chiistehurch), Dr. W, Hislop
{Palmerstog), Mz and Miss Hay {Temuka), Misse A, and
Mise M, Harrison { A=bburton), Mrd. . Findlay, Mr D, M.
Findlay, and Dr. Flemiog (Balcluthn), seven of the Creapios
(Melbourne), Misa Allan from the Taieri, and others neaser
lome.  Mr F. Yvoog has again been given the manageruent
of the concerts and atage, etc., and under his mansgement
the eveniogn are sure to be a snccess.  Mr Timeon presides
over the musical department, sod a quartette party also go,



