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CHAPTER L
UVOWN IN THE WORLD

YERYBODY knows how high stands the repmis-
tion of that emioent firm of solicitors, Mesars
Liok and Pogson. Everybody knows, teo,
that old Mr Link has now been dead nearly a
decade and that twu years ago the senior

artner was old Mr Pogson. A very good

awyer, but not so entirely satisfactory as a

man. Samvel Pogsen, cold, pracrieal and

autocratic, waa a hard master, feared and dia-
liked by hir subordinates as wuclh as he was tiusted by
hie cliente,

Young Mr Link (who was not so very young, but whose
iron grey hair looked juvenile beside the senior partuner’s
white locks) fretted a little noder Samuel Pogson’siron rule.
He wae little more than & cleck indeed, so far as the nianage-
ament of the linn’s altuira was concerned. And if ever he
raised his voice againt any action of the semior partner's
which seemed to bhim hard and tyraoniesl, old Pogaon, wha
«id not care what means he usell to gain any object he had
in viaw, wonld lean back in hi4 chalr, like the old fox he
was, and beg Mr Link to remember sthat in bis delicate
atate of health he could not etand the contradiction.

Mr Link began to think that *delicate state of health®
a frandulentileception, He knew that old Pogeon was sup-

ased to sutfer from a weak leart, and was accnstomed to
hear it suggested thal the old map’s real malady was the
want of ane. Bnt as the senior partner had arvived antely
at the age of sixty five and sl,ilraeemed to enjoy life very
thoroaghly, there seemed some reason for Mr Link's sus-
pictons.

At |ast an event occurred whieh cansed the junior pariner
to throw aside soma of his accuomedst deference to the old
man’s judgment.

Among thein elerka, and quite the best of them, wasa
younyg fellow named Uliﬁ'orﬂ Semple, who had gained Mr
Link’s interest and respect by the strenuonsnesa of his etforts
tn keep & wife and family in comfort out of his medest
aalary of three pounds ten ehillings per week. This weuld
have heen comparatively easy if he had not been a man of
education and refined taste, and if he had not had the un-
patdonable impudence to marry a girl of his own class.

These two creatures had the ridiculons excuse to offer
that they loved each other. Two eimple-ninded, single-
hearted beings, young, handsame, devoted, hrought up in the
improvident luxury characteristic of 3o many English middle
class homes, they dared to face life together on s total in-
«ome of £295 & year ! Thin magnificent total was reached
by the addition to Clitford’s earnings of Blanche's incume of
£20 a year.

At litst, of eourse, they found little dilicelty in wmeking
it sufticient. They had to live, certainly, in what their
friends wauld bave called ap *impossible neighbourhood ' ;
they had to save candle ends and eke ont a small supply
of ¢l fnrniture with ingenious make-hifts. HBut in the
m glow of a happy marriage these things seemed
trilles indeed.  Elanche, touw, preved upon trial to be clever
with her aeedle, so that her prond husband often expressed
A belief, which waa luckily not put to the teat, that she
could hinve made him a court suit il he had wanted une.
The young wife managed to get a few pupils for music,
whose level of refinement and intellivence was as low as the
remuneration of their teaclhier.  And for the first year things
weni merrily indeed,

But when the habies caine, when a little boy Geofitey was
aucceedell by a little iny Wynne, and he again hy a tiny
ygirl, theo it was that the powers of their parents’ modest
nieans were stretched to the utmost, and the pooy mother’s
face began to bwek worn, and & grey tint, the sign of in-
llicient nourishwent, to wpread over Clitford’s red-brown
complexion.

Then, tor cheapness, they wents further and [nrther out of
town, and Clitord entered into gbatrnse calculations as to
whether it was Uest tosave twn pence by walking two miles
of the way ta Al from the uitice, or whether the extra wear
aml tear of his ~hoea did not more than eat np the sum
saved.

They managed to be bappy still, in a way; but there
geew up A bitterness at the hottom of the heart of each, a
rebellion Bgainast tiie severity and hopelessness of the
struypgle, which found vent sometimes in gloomy silence on
the part of the husband, fretfulness on the part of the wife.
Luckily the eauae of their difticultiea brought its consolation,
The children were healthy and happy, just as pretty in
their home made clothes ge a rich man's children are in
costlier ones, just as delighted with simple toys of papas
manufacture Bs they would have been with the handsomest
dolla and rocking horses in Kegent street. And, however
badly the inther and miother might have felt the pinch of

inverty, Lthey sueceeded fur years in keeping its cruel fingers

Imm tlre tiny throats of the Labes.

But in the yenr when the eldest child reached the age of
tive a terrible mirfortuns fell upon them, Clifford Semple
fell ill of searlet fever, and to his wife's great grief he was
wise enough to go straight to the hospital. Through the
kindaness of the junior partner of the tirm, and minch against
the ioclination of Samuel Pogron, Clifford's salary was paid
to hin wife «during the whale of the time that hin ilinesa
lastedl.  This, however, proved to he only the beginning of
hin trauble. On his recovery he wenr to the seasisie by him-
self for a short tiie, hoping agaiust liope that & certain con-
=equence of the Fever, which naw became apparent, wonld
PARN AWAY.

At the end of a furtnight's holiday, which had brought
him neither reat nor pleasurs, the unhappy man returned to
town and once more et hin children.  Hin wile, who had
huil one brief interview with him on his leaving the hoepital,
noticedl liim gloomy Inoks, tho Lagpardnesa of hiv face, the
exjnession of fear in hin eyen,  Klie hung about him tenderly,
but he neemed to rerent the anxievy he saw in Ler face and
tried to disengage himeelf from her carensen,

* You are pot strong enough to go back to the oftice yet,
Clifford," nhie eaid, " Let me go np to town and speak to Mr

Link about you. He is always kind and coosiderats. He
witl understand ; he appreciates yoar value, and he will per-
suade Mr Pogson to keep your post opea for you for another
week or two, | am sure.” |

But Clifford, who was holding baby Maude on his knee,
took no notice of her muggestion, Blanche, who saw that
her husband was in ar irritable mood, did not abt that
mument press the point. $he thooghy he waoted to forget
his fears about his heslith in the sociely of his recovered
children.

{iecoff and Wynne, however, were not long in discovering
that ‘papa waa different;' even baby Maude, popularly
kpown as ‘ the corn erake,’ on account of her peculiarly
piercing screnins, began to exerciee her famons accomplish-
ment before she had been long on his knee, and was re-
mnved, shrieking, by her mother. She, tov, felt that * papa
waa different ;* that the pale, thin, grey-faced man was not
the merry pleyfellow of a few weeks before. The boys
began to play by themselves, for they got no answers to the
questions they put to their father. Blanche tovk up her
needlework with trembling fingers. A gloom fell upon the
whola family. The Loys ade no enbreaty for ' anoiher ten
minutes* when their bedtime came, but kissed their father
ennsmrainedlg and followed their mother upstairs.

* What's tha matter with papa, manuna *' a-ked Geoflrey,
the elder and more observant, * He isp’t not a bit like
what he was before ha went away., When T acked him to
come and see my wabbits be didn’v wove, and he didot
answer.  He ien’t not ao nice as he was Lefore he went
away.’

“Sh-sh!! you_ mustn’t say that, Leolf. Puvor papa haa
been very, very ill indead, and he isn’t guite well yeb even.
Doan't you see bow pale heloocks? When he is qnite well
Again l{e will be just the same as ever.’

Iiut though Blanche tiied to believe this herself her mind
was harassed by doubts and fears, Theve was something
wrong about him, something which treabled biw, something
which he would not coniess to her. When the ehildren
were in bed she went down stairs, resolved to try to gain
his conlidence and sbare his grief, whatever it might be.

He waa sitting hy the table poring over she evening paper
when slic re-entered the dining-room. His back was toward
the daor, and he neither ruoved nor looked up when she
cawe in.  With one yearning look at him, full of doubt and
fear, she decided not tv disturh him, and drew a chair to
the opposite side of the table. He started up with an ex-
clamation as be first canght sight of her; then with a
curious, hang-dog look, a8 if ashamed of himself, he Lent
his head again over his paper. Blanche's eyes filled with
tearn. .Unable longer to restrain herseli she rpse, pot lier
arms round his shoulders and entreated him to tell her what
waa troubling him.

*I can't bear toses you shutting yourself up againat me
like this. You are brucding over something, I mee it
Why don't you tell me what ivis? Why don’t yon trust
me to help you to bear it? 1 know 1 could, oh, [ know I
could. Haven't we always Lurne everything together! I
was 0 glad to think you were coming back that my hearb
felt bumting with happiness. And now — and now—oh,
won't you tell me? Wan't yon tell me® Perhaps I even
guess—and yet —

Indeed the poor wifa thought, as she noticed Clifford's
wandering looks and his apparent new and startling indif-
ference ta the children and herself, that his mind was un.
hinged. This impression gained confirmation by bis an-
swer.

‘I'm gll right, dear,’ he said, ' At least I’'m nearly all
right. Don't you worty gourself, I thiak I'll go ta bed
now ; I'm tired, and I want to be up at six o'eloek in
tbe morning. At six, do you hear? Shake me, rounse
me, make me get up atsix, mind ; I've an appointment to
keep hefore I go to the oflce.  And don's you worry your-
seli, dear; there's nothing to tronble about,’ he added
again, kindly, as he left her and went upstairs.

Hut his wife's face grew white with a grave fear, which
Legan to tuke a definite shape in her mind.

Next morning she roused him atb six o'clock, said very
little to him befors he started, and preserved as cheecful a
denieanour as she could nntil he, without any further con-
fidence, and without even the farewell peep at his children
in their littla beds, which he had never before omitted, left
the house.

At half-past nine o'clock Cliflord Semple, haggan,
anxious, downcast a8 & convicted felon, presented himiwelf
at the office of Messrs Link und Pogeon, and hastened
seat himself at his old desk with some work which was
siven to hit, after only the briefest of greetings Lo hin fellow
clerka. He did not get on very well ; he had to have some-
thiny explained to hint in eannection with his work, and he
did not seem to profit much by the explanation. The other
clerke exchanged significant nods and glances. However,
he was left to himself until half-past ten, at which time,
punctoal to the minuote, old Samuel Pogron arrived at the
vifice,

He frowned as svun as he caught sight of Clifvrd, who
took no notice of his entrance, being mpperently too much
absorbed in his own wutk to see or hear anythiog that was
roing on Around him. Mr Link was away, and Samuel

'ogsan, who had bicterly resented having to pay the salary
of an absent clerk, resolved o visit Clifturd's =in upon bim
with severity, now that bis partner waae not presens to stay
his haud.

* Well, air, and so you are lack again, | see,’ he began in
&n ominously dry tune.

Clitford, however, took mo notice, He ilid not even turn
around until a fellow clerk mannged, unseen, to kick his
foot. Then the vnfortunate younyg man junwped off his stool
1eddening violently.

* Wuonderfnl abeovption 1" naid Mr Pogron sarcastically,

‘I am much olliged o yon, sir, for your kindness 1o ns
during my illness,’ bepan Uliftord in a low voice.

*I am gtad to hear it. What are you doing now ?*

Cliflord was nervously watching hin employer's lips. Ha
did not anawer.

t Well, what—ara.
ataml & plain questiog

on—iloing—now? Can't you under-

The elerk who sat nearest to Clitford oved nneaslly, but
ke could not make up his mind to dare to interposs, being
afraid of waking matters worse for his nnloeky neighbour.
Clifford made nervons movements with his banda, Lot still
he made no reply. A sonfidential atiendant, a hard ficel
man named Page, who sccompanied Mr Pogson wherever
he went, fels ealled npon at this stage to ventore & remon
strance.

“Mr Pogron iv pot very well this morning, Mr Semple.
Fray, don't keep bim standiog here,’” he eaid, in his low,
cold, respectfol voice.

Baot still Clifford appeared to take no heed.

“Lin into my oflice I wish to speak to you privately,
Mr Semple,’ said his employer.

He havl to repest his words bafora Clifford, reamsing sunl-
denly to awaken to comprehension, followed the direction
of the old man’s eyes and hasiily obeyed. He stood with
dull eyes and a bewildered mauner before Lhe senior partner,
who entered, followed by Lhe olsenuions Page,

*1 shunld like to have soma explanation of your extra-
ordinary behaviour this morning, Mr Semple,” begsn old
Pogron, maojestically.

Cliffurd lvoked up at him, grew red and white again, anl
then asked, in a low veice, * Could 1 speak to Mr Lipk a
moment, sir ¥

‘ Not at present, certainly. Mr Link is at Pontresina."

Clifford followe:l the motions of the ofd man’s-lips atten-
tively. Noting the shake of the head with which these
words were accompauied, be hung his head and yrew de-
jected ayain.

* 8o your explanation, if you have one, most be given to
me,"” went on Samuel Pogsen, as he allowed his attendant to
take ofl the overcoat which, even in summer, ha Blway~
ware. * Well, what bave yon to say ? be asked tesiily, as
he a1ill received no respoose.  Then, raisiog his voice in iu-
dignation, he continned, in a high tone, *T expect an ex-
planation, I say. Are you deaf ¥

Ulifford looked up despairiogly.

! Yes sir,” he anawered, having just caught the last worid,
*I am deaf—since my illnesa—almost stone deaf.”

Bamuel Pogson looked snrprised, but not displessed.
Naw he had an excnss for getting rid of a man against
whom his enforced generosity had given him a grudge.

* In thal case,’ he said, coining nearer to the young man
snd epeaking londly in his ear, * of course we Bhall have 10
dispense wilth your services. 1 am sorry, exceedingly sorry ;
a0, no doubt, will Mr Link be, but a deaf clerk im not of the
slightest use in this office. 1 will zive you a week's salary.
You ehall not have the slighteat reason for thinking your-
self 11l used, but you need not come here ngain.*

‘ But, air,” stammered Cliflord, who bad heard enough uf
this speech to understand its whole import, * I consnlied &
phiyaininn thia morpiog, and he eays this demfness will be
only temporary—oualy P ¥, 8ir. 1 ean bring you his
written opinjon.”

' 1 don’t want his upinion. What's his opinion to me ¥

*Unly, sir, that yuu might give me another chance. 1
know the work of younr oflice so well that [ can be of almost
as much use as ever. 'When you spesk loudly, you see, 1
ean hear gnite well.”

' We rouldn't keep our voices always for your benehit ai
the pitch 1 am keeping mine now, Weshould all be hoarse
in a week.’

“Won't yon keep me on, sir, for such work as T can du,
at any salary yon think 1 am worth? Until my hearing
gete all right again **

* No. Yuu can come back when it i all right.”

* But, sir, in the meantime, no one will take on a dJeaf
clerk.'

* Then why shonld 1%

* I've been here seven years, sir—'

¢ Getting a good ealary, which has been raised more than
once. Paid your salary, too, for weeks while you were
away,”

Ciifford conld bear no more,

* For which I am very grateful—to Mr Link,’ he said,

01d Pogeon, who gave himself as many airs as an elderly
beawty, sank back in hir armchair as it exhaonsted by the
interview. The attentive Page ordered Cliffurd to leave
the reom, and the poor fellow was hustled out. The head
clerk gave him A compassionate hand syueeze as he pay into
bis band the little package eontaining his week’s sulary,
which Pogson had sent ont,

* Mr Link will ba back in six weeks,’ said the head clerk
i his ear. *I7l take care to tell him all abont it as aoon
as he comes, and he'll have you back, never fear.’

* Bix weeks ! murtnared the unhappy man as he left the
oflice, -and opening the little packet in bis hand.

Those four sovereigns wonld not go far, and the savings
he had been able to meke on his ealary wera very small,
Perhaps, too, even Mr Link's inflnence would not sultice 1o
reinstate him in the face of Pogson's prejudice. As fur pet-
ting work elsewhere to bring bim anytbing near two huxn-
dred ponnde sterling & year, that, with his presens disad-
vantage was, he felt, impossible.

And s0 it proved. Day after day he answered letters, he
made personal application for situation afrer situation,
Day after day he weat throngh the same wearisomae round,
meeting ehrug, head shaking, refusal. Oaly the brave
hopefuiness of his wife, who had guessed what his misfor-
tane was before he would confess it, saved biws from utier
despair. He made a littie money by law copyicg, and these
slender means Blanche sopplemented by various efforis,
not disdaining the bumble and unreniunerative plain sew-
ing when it came in ber way. They had even to let rooma
in their mizerable little jerry-built hewne, a resource which
hurt Clitiord’s pride more than any of the rest.

But the sum total of their meagre earnings was insufticient
for pheir bare expenses, and presently both husband and wifua
maw with atfright that under this regime of enforced economy
the children were beginniog to suffer. By this time the
winter was approaching, and the thought of ihe privation
his wile apd children wounld have to suffer, with insntficient
fol and warmth, brought Clilford to the verge of niadnesr,

Blanche was shocked vne eveniog vn coming into the little
apartment which nuw did [duty for drawing room, dinir -
room, and study, to find Cliford examining, with s air of
the deepest interest, some object which he held in bis hand.
Although he had not recovered his bearing, be generaliy
koew by eome instinct when his wife came intv the rociu.
€n this cecnsion he turned abroptly to aneet her, trying 1o
hide what it was which engromsed hin attentivn. liut she,
with white, eager face, being always on the atert for fresh
minfortane, would unt be saiistied nntil she had seen it,

Aml it was a revolver.
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Her eyes met his, and saw a stealiby look of shamelfnoed
avuidance which Glled her with horror. ~ She could not speak
evherently ; her utterance was chokedl.

¢ Clitfurd, you would never—think of the children _—nl nu-_,'
she gulped. And the poor thing threw hersell into his
arms.

He laaghed loud and buoisterously.
or at leant aoderstand her. .

* Noneense ; nonsense, dear; what are you thinkmg
about? e¢ried he, with a miseralle attempt at assume:
amuosement. * This is young Darclay’s. He brought it in
for me tdsee. It's & first rata one. He bought it second
hapd—a grest bargaio.”

* Let me take it back to him, then. I don't know what
young men want with auch thinge,” eaid his wife tartly,

She took it almoat by force frum his hand and pot it back
in the ludger's room, and she did not forget the next tima
ahe spoke to the young fellow to reprove him sharply for
haviog such nasty, dangerous things about in—in a honse
where thera were children,

The weary weeks dragged on ontil the middle of October,
when the erisis came at lgst. Clifiord could bear no longer
tha piached look he Lagan to see in the faces of his ehildren.
Ona lass desperate attempt he must make to sea Mr Link.
The junior partner must, he knew, bave retarned to England
long Lefore this, but on the two occasions when he had
tried to see him he had been told at the office door, not on-
kindly, bus firmly, by the old bead elerk, that Mr Link was
not there. A letter he liad sent detailing his misfortune,
and ssking if there was any echance of reibstatement for
him, received no answer.

On this occasion, however, he presented himself at the
oftice with a dogged resolve to get at least a hearing. By
ill Inck the moment of his arrival was the moat unpropitious
possible,  Half-past five waa the hoor at which the junior
partner was in the habit of leaving the office, and at half-
past five, therefnre, regardless of the aesurances of the
clerks that Mr Link was pob there, Clifford insisted on
placiog himself in the outer oftice in such a place shat the
Jupior partner eovld not fail to see him when, As he ex-
pected, that gentlemian should open the door of the inner
uitica to come out. The clerks did their best to dirsnade
hin from his purpose, but they dared nob raise their voices
high enough to make him hear for fear of the autocratin the
adjoining room. At last, however, the head clerk seized
him by the arm and said quickly in his ear that Mr Pogson
would be coming out in & moment ; that he was going ta
start for the Continent by the eight o'clock express, and
that sorely ha knew Mr Pogson better than to worry him
with expoatulations on the eve of a journey, for on these oc-
casiona aaxiety for his own safety always made the old
gentlenian especially testy. ]

Even if Cliford bad consented to retreat he had no time.
At that moment the door of the inner ofticea opened and
Samuel Pugson stood before him. The old gentleman
stopped short, with an exclamation which was eloquent to
the experienced ears of thase present. i

1 Oh, ro you've turned np again, have you ¥ he cried, not
forgetting to raise his voice so that the aitiicted man should
hear. ¢ You'renot content with the enubs you have received
here mlready ! You wish, perhaps, to drive me to get pro-
tection from the noisance through the police conrt ¥

*I've come, sir, to ask yon again to give me ancther
chance.” He spoke out firmly, almost loadly, being paat
caring for the number of witnessea tu his homiliation. *T'm
sare you know, eir, that I would not have come here again
to ask anything of youif I could heipit. But I cannot
earn encogh to—to keep going ; you ean afford to pay me
mare than I cau earn anywhere elee, and yet be oo loser.
I underatand the work, as you know, sir, after seven years,
There ia only my deafness against me.  In every other re-
spect 1 am just the man I was.’

But this was not true. The sunken eyes, tha hollow
cheeks, the pitiful air with which the poor fellow tried to
carry off his fallen state betrayed him.

«1f you wounld only try me, sir, for & weak,’ he went on,
“my children’— ; -

e stopped short. OUn that subjeet he could not have
gone on without rome demonstration which his remaining
self-respect forbade. Tlera was scarcely another man in
the room who had not a lamp in his throat when Cliffurd
stopped. Old Pagson alone, and his obsequions atiendant
Page, seemed unmoved, except to further indignation.
Page, who was laden with ruge and emall luggage, frowned
at Clifford and held out hie hand warningly. The senior
partner gave a sarcastic grunt.

‘Children " said he. * People bave no business to bring
children into the world when they haven’ta esafe incoms to
keep them on. If you choose to saddle yourself with such
responsibilities it is your look out, not mine.’ With an in-
atant’s |rause for breath to give greater emphasis to his con.
clnding words, he went on:i—*Understand, I den't want &
deaf clerk. No; and Mr Link doern’t want a deaf clerk.
So it will not be of the least use for you to come sneaking
up lere to-morrow, thinking that when the old man's gone
the coast will be clear, for P've left explicit instructions
apon thia point, which will be carried ont if ['m in Jamaica.
Jamaica, do you hear?

* Yes, zir,” eaid Clifford.

The old man had not finished his harangue. But the young
one had heard enongh. A new iofirmity seemed to have
come upon him, He tarned and stumbled againet the table
on liia way to the door. Without n_nuther wotd, either of
entreaty or farewell, he staggered quickly out and ran dawn
the stairs into the street.

For once Samuel Pogron was disconcerted. He was a
croas-grained, overbearing, tyrannical old brute, who liked
his 6wn way and wonld have it. But he was not heartlesa ;
he was nobt insennible to eoffering, though he liked tn see
a little of it in the faces of people who had croesed his wf}l_
The manner in which Cliftord Semple had taken his depdr-
ture gave him an exceedingly unpleasant sensation. He
had meant to bully hins for another ten minutes, and then,
having rendered hls victim utterly abjeci, to have extended
to him the clemeney which otherwise his partner would get
the credit of on the morrow. And pnow the hot-headed
young idiot had gone off, leaving 4 very uncomfortable im-
pression behind. . .

Old Pogeon affected to ignore this, however, and turned
with extra sharpnesa to his attendant.

‘Hend me a eab, quick,’ he 2aid, *This young cub's
insalence has opet me, excited me. 1 feel quite ill.”

1 ¥en, sir; I don’t wonder, sir. _['m aurprised MrHemple,
after all these years of your kindness, disln’t know better
what lia was about, sir.’

He conld always hear,

Bamnel Pogson, under prétency of taking from the man's
hand ope of his namernus wraps, loocked sharply into Lis
face to see whether this was a touch of unacenstomed

For his i wan hot ¢lear, Hnt Page's
conscienice was. It was & part of his doty to Uatter his
Tuaster and to humour his whime, an opinion of his own was
& luxury he never allowed himsebf.

His mind, however, grew 80 uneasy in the course of dinner
that he sent for pen and paper aud wrote a note to his
pattoer.  In thizs he began by complaining vehemently of
the infamons condnct of Lhat fellow Semple, who had fureed
hia way into the office and Lallied him, Samuel Pogeon, un-
til he had made bim feel serioualy ill. He went on to say
that it was not his custom to allow even such a miserabls
ereature as this Semple ta conxider himselt ill-used, so be
advized hia partner to take him on if he could lind an
opening at such a salary as his services at the present time
were worth.

Old Pogaon felt easier in his mind when this letter had
been pasted by Page before his very eyes, but ha had told
his attendant plaintively at the very rame time that another
interview with that impudent Leggar he had taken down
that afterncon would be the death of him.

In the meantime ('lifford went atraight home with a noise
in his head like the clang of a steam bammer. No hope
there, no hope there, no hope anywhere ! That was the ery
which rangin his brain. He walked the whole way from
Lincoln’s lnn Fields to Herre Hill without slackening speed
once, yet withumt koowing why he walked so fast. Bot
when !{e drew pear his home he would not enter.  What
shonld he see * Those blue, anxious eyes of bhis wife, which
had grown so larpe, mo bright lately, that one noticed
nothing else in her face: the little children, with the
youthful romndness disappearing day by day from their
features. He could not see them Bgain with nothiug to tell
but disappointmeunt, desprir. He stopped short near the
railway line, and a thought struck bim whieh turned him
into a savaye.

Old Pogson wonld be passing within an honr over these
very metals, on his way to take & luxarious holidny by the
Mediterranean. 0ld Pogson, who had neither wiie nor
child to share the money he lavished npon bimself and bis
comforts. (ld Pogson, wha had seen starvation in hia face
that day, and whe had refused him, iosuliingly refused
him, the means of earning encugh to keep throughont the
winter the life in his children’s bodies !

By the time this last bitter thought had eaten into the
man’s miml he was scarcely sane. Another idea Hashed
into his mind, giving him a sort of eleetric shock. The
train would stop at Herne Hill at eight minutes past eight.

Suddenly his limba ceased to shake, and his brain seemed
toclear, A frenzied reaolve, sunietimea vague, soinetiines
far a, monient more defined, took the place of his despairing
thoughts, He atood for a long time watching the gradual
fall of night over the houses, and then he went mpid%y back
in the direction of his home. Ile let himself in without
noize, Blanche was putting tha children ta bed ; he heard
a querulous little voice asking for a biscuit, aml the poor
mather’s, quivering answer that there were no biecuits to-
night. They were ‘ all gone.’

hen he stole into the lodger's bedroom, and with un-
shaking hande searched wuntil he found the revolver. He
lorded it and went out.
['l‘l‘l HE CONCLUDED NEXT WEHRK,|

THE GZAR'S SHOT-PRUOF CARRIACE.

WiEN the Czar travels in Russia the precauations taken ivr
his safety could not be grveater were he in the enemy’s eoun-
try. A battalion of infantry is detailed for every two miles
of distance, and, allowing 500 men as tlis strength of each
battalion. every spot of gronnd on bath eides of the track is
cavered by sentinels within easy distance of each other.
The Czar 1s suddenly whirled off to the station, accompauied
h; the chosen twelve of his budyguard, without ponp or
eircumstance, swiftly and silently.

The Czar slwaye travels in a train of five carriages, His
carriage is bhuilt in a peculisr way. The windows, whiie
ample fur light, are high, so that a person sitling down is
invisible from the outside, and the sides of the car are forti-
fied with plates of steel d in the or tal wood-
work, but amply strong to resist a bullet. There are two
sentry boxes in the carriage, one st each enid, rnd each
looking out &t an oppusite side fromi theother. The guauis-
men on duty io these apartments are shut in fiom any ob-
servation of the interior of the carriage, but at intervils of
about two feet the whole leagth of ihe saloun are electric
buitons communicating with the guard chambers, as well
ad with the two earriages, one contnining the suite and the
other in the vear, occupied by the gnardsmen aot on duty.
No far as the train itaelf ia eoncerned, the Czar conld Le no
mare secure in St. Peteraburg. The train speeds oo to its
destination without a halt, exeept on account of sccident.
At a distanece of not less than live miles ahead is a pioneer
train, in whieh the Lwperial Director of Railways and the
chief engineer of the particnlar railway on Whil:i‘l the {'zar
is travelling, always ride. As the pflot train whizzes by,
the reservea along the line rush to artms and guard the sideas
of the railway, wailing until the [nperial train has passed.
80 that the spectacle is presented of continupus lines of
soldiery for hundreds of miles.

Arrived st the end of his journey, the Cizar ia escorted o
the quarters intended for the Imperial family. The streets
are guarded by special constables in the attire of citizeos.
Every property owner has been ealled upun to snpply one
or morg at_these men at his own expense to do duty when
the Sovereign makes & public appearance. The cunstalles
average one in ten ol the crowd that throngs the stireetn,
and, being in ordinary drees, they can mingle with the
peovple, note what is eaid, und perbaps do soinethiog that
will obtain Lhem repular empluyinent among the secret
police.  With one tenth the population engaged as apies
upon the remainder, with troops emmlfvh cuncenbrsted’ to
stand a formidalile riege, and his fuithiinl guanlsmen dog-
ging every atep, the ('zay goes Lthrough the fovme of w visit
to the ancient eapital of Huseia, or whntever city he nay
choose to honour.

Sowe one asked a bishop why he conferred ordeis o ao
many blockheads.  Fle replien—'Tt in better the giound
shouhl be ploughed by auses than lie quite antilled.'

WAIFS AND STRAYS.

————

* Wk meet but to part,’ as the com¥ said 1o the brueh.

Never tall yonr wife that she is & charming sioger unless
you happen to be deai.

The man carried away with entbusiavm is frequently
brought back with disgust.

1t iv hard to wake a bad actor ors bad cigar draw well
without a great deal of pniting.

A Chicage hrm advertises: * Uur dancing slippers for
young ladies are simply iinmense.’

Your friends may not koow much, bt they koow what
they wonld do if they were in your place.

Now ie the time when the small bay of the family is
caught peaching un bis mother's preserves.

*1f i wasn't for hope Lhe heart wontd break,' as the old
lady sail when ahe buried her seventh husband.

“It is very siramge,” sail the nmateur gardener, ‘]
planted radishes there, nnd nothing hut & lut of green stalks
have come np, with bot & vingle radish or sign of & bloasem
on ‘em."

In New York, ' Durothy Apartments ' is the pame nsed
to designate the femining ol Lachelor apariments.  The
coston of living alove, uochaperuned asd nnesnspected, is
i.l'l[‘.l’ElIslln:,’ to a Hﬂl'pllulllg extent Bnvony yulmg WwWuhten ]n
that city.

A pretty gird in an lowa town ran away from home to
avoid practising on she pians, Ble most be a queer girl.
It is geuemll? the olher wembers of the lamily who want
to ruu awny from home tu avoid hemiiog the girl pructising
un the piano.

* Do you kaow, Fontanes, saif Napoleon, * what | aitimire
most in the world. 14 is the powerlessness of furce to
found anything. There are only vwo powers in the world- -
the sabre and the peu ; and, in the end, the former is al-
waye conquered by the latter,

She had had & hard trial with him during his life, bnt
had meekly borne lher lob. Now, the end had come, and
he was ‘msuing away. As she bent uver bim he taoded np
and said faintiy, * 'am going,'and lie went.  * He's gone,”
said sie, wiping her eyes, *poor feilow, it’s the first time 1
ever kuew him 1o keep his wuil.’

A ROMANCE OF A MAXN-0F-WAK —A romanlic incident
is related of the Tourmaline's stay at Montreal. Among
the visitors to the ship was a pretty youay girl, who met a
bluejacket by the name of Charles Moure. In comparing
experiences while he was showing her about the ahip, they
wade the interesting discovery that they wera brother and
sister. They were orphans, awl were placed in an asylun
in London in early chibilhood. Eieven years ago she was
sent to Canada by an emigration suciety, and the boy was
placed un & training-ship.  They Ioat all knowledge of each
other uatil the discevery broagiht about by their meeting.
An unfortunate teimination tu the romance was eansed Ly
Moora's anxiety to remain longer with his sister. He begyeil
for leave bnt was refnsed ; and he jumpel overboard to
awim ashorg, but was brought back and placed in irons,

A PERTINERT LENSON.—On one occasion, when Daniel
Wehster was delivering an_address on Lhe necessity for in-
dividual exertion nnd anflinebing patriotism to mvert the
dangera that threatened the political par ty whose principles
he espounseil, he perceived a terrible sway of the packed aa-
sembly consequent upon the rush of thuse endeavouring to
euter, and noted the danger that might ensue.  The vrater
stopped short in the middle of & sentence, advanced to vhe
edyre of the platforn, extended his arms in an anthoritative
attitode, and in & stentorian voice of command cried out,
" Let each man stand Hrm ©*  The eflect was iuslantaneous.
Each mnn stood firu, the yreat heaving mass of homanity
regained ita equilibrium, and, save the Iong breath of relief
that lilled the air, perfect stillmess ensueid. * That,” ex-
elaimed_ the wrator, *is what we eall self-goverument I'— 8o
apt an illustzativn of the principle he was expounding that
the andience reaponded with deafening cheers.

"

FARDING THE YOUNG MINISTER

WIAT THE HEACON THINKS.
WELL, | don'L know. perhaps his Lhauglt
15 learned nncd likewise deep :
Hix sermons, though, are so dinced shor
I dun’t got Limo $o sleep,

WHAT THE YOUNG MAN 5AVs,
He mn be good nnd all thad  right,
I3t [ like It not st all
To find him at my gick= enels night.
1

When'er 1go 1o call.
TIE OLD MAIDH OIINIGN
Ies awinlly nive. but he gots very red
Whenever I hint that n prencher should wed
And Yl knit bitn some socks, 1 dozen or mope.
If Lonly could lenrn just whul sizu be wore.,

WHAT A CEIFFAIN (UKL THINKD.

Sho thinks that ho's all o man should be.
Iut at wi feels rther hurt

Whoen al T urts prove i nawkery,
For the pureon does not. fdirt.

v Kxows Whon He Wit Malky '—Yoeung wen

ey know just what kind of & woman they will
marry, and they are surg that they will miarry no other.
The rest is apt t0 prove them very much in errur as to what.
they think they will do and will not do. They mary- -
Mot 1nen marry soine time—bnt two chances to three they
marry a very diferent lady from the kind they hnve nlways
iilated upon. A yonng man who has pertinacinnusly in-
sisted that he witl only marry & brunette will, in the end,
mairy & blonde. A ysung man who hax alwaya felt and
eail hat he would marry only n blonde is very likely to
warry a brunette.  Sach thingw come vut very fonnily.” A
pug nose has been the borior of & youthinl wpiiyg of fashion,
aiul he hias been heard many timen to express i sentiments
un that subject,  Five years nfter, he is neen prondiy eremt-
ing & pug-owsed wife, Another eonld never hearn * hnpy
wumab. lle, after nll, eelects fur & wife the fattest litfle
wongn he has ever kuown. A third likes rolyat wnen,
and always had & dislike of the Jean-uml-lank vuler, By-
and-bye, the tnilest winan in the town haa his enrname,
with o *Min’ prefixed (o it.  You can tell better aboat. the
wenther afterwanis than before ; 8o yon can tell better after
n g inge than Letore what kiod of K wonman was to be yonr
wile.
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STRATHMORE,

TWO0 GREAT RACE-HORSES.

—_—

THE two great events of the raciog season in the Antipodes
are the Melbourne Cup and the Melbourna Derby, both rmo
at the Flemington Kace-course, in thd early part of Novem-
ber. This year an additional interest waa given to the twa
eventa by reason of the presence in them of a New Zealand
horse, Strathmare. which it was haped would rival the ex-
ploits of Martini- Henry in 1883. Stirathmore so far justified
the expectationsa of his backers by carrying oft the Derby
againat a field of nine competitors. In the Cup, how-
ever, after running a game race im which he was
to s great extent impeded, Strathmora cama in third
to Malvolio, the winner, and Sir William second. In-
asmoch a3 Strathmore conceded 101bs. to the former and
131be. to the latier, his defeat is acmething of which New
Zealanders may well be proud, and the name of this ron of
Nordenfeldt will rank with those of the most renowned
race-horses of the Seuthern Hemisphere. It iz admitted
on all hands that Strathmore is one of the be«t three-
year-ulds that has won the Blue Hiband on the Flem-
ington conrse. He waa bred by Mr Thomas Marrin at the
‘Wellington Park Stud, Anckland, New Zealand, fraom whom
he was purchased by his present owner, Mr W. R. Wilaon,
for 350 guineas. Strathmors waasired by Nordenfeldt from
Ouida, the dam of eeveral other high-clasa race horses.
Malvaolio, the Cup winner, iaa fine upstanding horse, and is
the pm];'erty of Mr James Redfearn. He is a son of the
famons Malua, his dam being Nightcap. Malvolio was bred
by Mr Hedfearn, who also trained the horse, wlile he was
ridden by his sun George. It is notewartly, also, that the
sira of the mecond placed in the Melbourne Cop — Sir
William — was of New Zealand breeding, s0 that
altagether New Zealand has reason to congratulate itself
upon the fine qualities with which its climate reenis to have
the power of endiing both the people and the live stock
reared within ite borders. We present in this issue illua-
trations of Malvolic and Strathmore.

ANTIQUITY OF CARPETS,

THE use of carpets, an article of household farniture, is of
unknown antiquity. It dates back, in all probability, to
the patriarchal epoch, and followed naturally the invention
of woven fabrics that were lirst employed as clothing simply
by winding them about the person. These fabrics were
vsed ae beds by wandering tribes, and to sit upon in their
tenta, and 8o, by a process of transformation easily under-
stood, and with some modificatious of form and texture, to
cover the ground as aide to neatness. In time mats made
of rushes or of long grass were in part snbatituted for the
woollen or linen draperies an cheaper and A maore efficient

rotection from the hmy ty of the svil. Thua far had

umanity doubtless progreased before the bnilding of great
cities, And ere carpeta made with great skill and in com-
plicated patternn became a loxury in the houses of the rich
and the palaces of kinga—that in to say, long before the be-
ginciog of anthentie history.

Carpets were probably tirat veed in Indim, or at least in
those parts of Asia that are considereid ns the eradle of the
cace, but they are firet bheard of in Mesoputamia and io
I'ersia, where they wera made with & magnificence and an
elaborateness of design hardly excelled at the present day,
The carpets of Sardin, Babylon, Persia and Tyre wera
famous in_remote Biblical epoclia.  From the far Kast these
articles of rayal splendour passed into Egypt and into
{ireers, where, on account of their great cost, their use
could not be general, The Uarthaginians used them when
the Rowaos, their traditional enemies, rlept on the bare
earth and led a lifs that was of Spartan virtue, but hard
and 1epulsive from & modern siandpoint.

It does not appear that they were ever manufactured in
Ttaly in the time of the Homans, and they could nat conse.

WINNER OF THE DFRBY.

quently be much used except by the emperors and a few of
the wealthier nobles, who enployed them for decoratin,
bacyuet halls, coverinz the conches on which they reclineg
at weals, or to spread over the throne and dais at imperial
audiences, Their wee to cover floors was exceptional, or at
least partial, since the tesselnted pavements of Roman
houses were workes of art which it wounld have been in
doubtiul taste to conceal, even by an oriental carpet into
which was woven the whule story of Theseus and Ariadoe.
A=z to Lheir cost, it ia said that the Emperor Nero, paid for
8 second-band carpet that had previously belonged to Metel-
lus & sum that might be reasonably estimated at £20,000-
in the currency of the United Kingdom. It was to be used
at bis banguets, whose magnificence was only equalled by
his debauchery.

After the fall of the Empire carpetsa eontinued in use as
usual in Persia, Syriu and Byzantium, whose wesalth and
luxnry were in sioguilar countrast with the bareness nnd
poverty of Western Euarope, where this form of ornament
and cotnfort was unkoown and unimagined. French writers
say that tapestries began to be wanufactured at Rheimns,
Arras, and 5t. {Juentin as early as the ninth century, but
they must have been of poar naality, while their nse was
limited to hanging on the walls of castles and eliurches. In
the eleventh century manufactories were established at
FPoictiers, Troyes,and Beauvais in France and in some of the
cities of Flanders, the products of the latter suen Requiring

a great reputation. The tapestries of Arras wera famons
for bundreds of yeam, and wers nsed in England in Bhake-
apears'’s time, as we know by the famoas scene in * Hamles,*
where the melancholy Dane kills Polonins behind she hang-
of his mother’s ¢chamber.
he Moors brought carpeta into Spain in the eighth oen-
tury, sod io the thirteenth Eleanors of Cestils brought
apecimens with her when she came to Eoglsnd. Their use,
however, waa not promptly rul%ulizcd smong tha Engliah,
unly a few of the rich being able to afford them, and they
were still only employed for oroamenting the walls of
churches and casilem since they were far to protty to be
trodden on. English antiquarians mssert that the mann.
facture of carpela was introduced into the island in the
time of Hemy VIIL, bat it did not.ovideally make rapid
progrees, as wa are informed that Queen Mary had her
palace Hoors strewn with roshes after the fashion of the
time, whils ueen Elizabeth bad bnt ons carpet to her
name, thoogh she died poesessed of 3000 nilk dresasea, This
nolitary carpet the maiden Queen natarally had apread on
the floor of ber pr hamber as porting more ap-
propriately with the richnesa of her silk attire, and as a
cleanly precagtion against the roshes soiled with the mod
of London strects carelessly bronght in by the boots of her
conrtiers,
1t is ¢urions to remark the long time it toock to bring the
carpets into general nse. Here was the vichest and greatest
Qneen of her time possessed of but one carpet, though eax-
pets had been in use in royal palrees for at least 3,000 yearn.
Vashions in dress move faster, partly lecause the material
necessary for their display is mure eaail{ transporied, and
partly because in past ages of the world the human race has
cared more for the vain decoration of its person than for the
«legance, comfort and econvenience of its habitation. Take,
for instance, silk and the loxury in dresa that attend ita
use. Sinee ite invention thers has been no nation, civilired,
half-eivilised, or even semi-barbarous, that has not used the
stufla made of it with greater or less extravagance, stlimu-
tated alwaye by vanity or a vulgar desire for display.

HIS ENCLISH FAILED HIM,

WHEN the LUnited States ship Portsmouth repched Hamp-
ton roade fresh from the Weat Indies, she found jn that port
the (sermen niap-of-war Nixe, and in the eourse of a few
daya & warm friendship was established between the yonng
ofhcers of the two ships. Frequent visits were in order.
Among the German ollicers there was one young man who
thonght—who knew—that he had mnsliemx the whole En-
glish langnage in his short month in American waters, He
waa 50 sure of this that e hastened to exhibit his fluency
whenever any of the Ameiican oflicers were abont.  This
led to a trap which awoke the GGerman somewhat rudely to
a realisation of bis error.  He was o board the Portsmoath,
conversing with & knot of cflicers, when a shower came up.
* This is quite a malignant storm,” he said, positively.

‘Yes,” replied Easign C., who stood near by, ‘hat it's
only half as bad as it would be if it were twice as bad am it
is,” a temark which cansed the {ierman to stare blankly at
the speaker. He conldn’t grasp it.

*Hey T he finally said, wikth a dazed air.

"Oh! I merely remarked,” said C., “that it might have
beon iF it was, and it would have bLeen if it could, Lut as i
hade'r, it dido’s—see ¥

But the Lierman didn’t see. - He edged his way slowly
towaird the gangway ae thongh bereft of his eenses. Hin
eyes were glassy, Lia face was pallid and careworn. They
never s&w him ggain.

*I know my boy does not drink liguor,’ snid a dear but
deceived memma, *beecause he has anch an appetite for
water every orning as soon as he's awake.”

Hingrah o miy

MALVOLIE, WINNER

OF TIHE MELWHRNE 1P
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AUCKLAND AMATEUR ATHLETIC AND "CYCLE

HE Auckland Amatenr Athletic and ‘Cycle
Club, which iz the strongest athletic insti-
tation in New Zealand, held ita twenty-
fourth carnival in the Plomain Ground on
Satorday, Novomber 21at, when there wers
nearly five th d spectat P t.
Besides the uscal running, jomping, and
'cycling events, a somewhat .novel display was given by
fifty of the Maori boys of 8%. Steph itoti

’'s Native Ins »
who went through the dambbell exercises and marching
-and connter-marching to music under the direction of their
instructor, Profeasor Carrollo. It proved one of the best
nighta ever seen in Auckland.

The ptiocipal winner at the aports was Jaives H.
BUCHANAN (the champion eprinter), who bas a very pretty
action, getting over the gronnd i an astonishing manner
for so young & runper. Buchanan is not yet twenty years
of age, and stands 5 feet 9 inches bigh, yet he has already
made a neme for himself on the running track, and gives
Jpromise of even better performances. Huchanan made his

F. W, Ediards,
40 G

phote, Aurkland.
HUTCHISON,

-maiden effort ab the last championship sports held in Auvck-
land oo Feliruary 6th and 7th, when he ran in the handicap
-avents, Lubt was naplaced with 7 yarnds im 120, and &
{:luds in the 300. His next appearance was at the

arch asporta of ths Anckland Athletic Cinh, when he
won the 100 yards with 3} yarda start in 10 2 5th sec, and
the 200 yards with 7} yards start in 20 2.5th sec, These
placed Buchanan firat for the Club's handsome Victor ludo-
rum which he now holds, His shird and latest appenrance
wis at the last sports on November 21sat, when by his per-
formances he stamped himself as the fastest amateunr
aprinter in Aacklaud. He started no less than six times
daring the afternoon, viz , 100 yards ehampionship, time to
10 4-5th sec {won handa down) ; 120 yards handicap (second
heat), from the half yard mark, time 121 Sthsec ; 120 yards
{final heat), time 12 1-5sh sec; the run off of the dead heat
in the 120 yards, time 12 1 5th sec; 220 yards handicap
{recond heat}, from the 1 yard mark, time 23 2.5th (after
being penalised 2 yards), the final heat of the 220 yards in
23 1-5th sec (many private watches made it 22 1-5th sec).
In all these races, he finished firat.

J. C. HUuTeHSON is ane of she best-koown amateur
rupoers in Auckland, particularly on account of his splendid
Tan in the quarter mile championship of New Zealand in
February last, when, after one of the best races ever seen
in Auckland, he wae beaten by a stride by W, T. MacPher-
son, the New South Walea crack, in the good time of 50
2 5th sec. Hutchiison's victariea ineluda a firat in the 300
yards ladies’ bracelet with 20 yards start on February 25th,
1888 ; second in quarter-mile with 22 yards on November
28th, 1888 ; third in quarter mile with 5 yards on April 6th,
1889 ; firat in quartar-mile with 1¢ yards in 53 & Hth sec. on
November 30th, 1889 ; second in qnarter-mile from scrateh,
being just beaten by J. Hill with 25 yards start in 51 I-b
#ec. ; firat in quarter-mile from serateh on November Zlat,
1891, in 53 4 5th sec. Huotchison also represented Auckland

4% Hemnn, yhota, Aucklond.

. DAUVRE.

at tha New Zealand Championship ing in 1889, but
fsiled to distinguish himself. He has also been selected s
of the four to compose & Now Zealand team to
invada England next year, bat it has not yet been de-
finitely settled swhether the tour will aventuate, but we are
#ure that should J. C. Hotchison measure strides with any
of the Epglish cracks we wonld hava little fear of the New
Zealsnder disgracing bimaelf.

H. H. Dicnrg, the winner of the victor lndorom for
‘eyelinta at the last sports, is only & young rider, but gives
g;’ent promiee of beconing & fast lar. Hia victories on

ovember 21st wers firak in the 1 and 3-mils, second in the
5-mile, aad third in the 2-mile bieyele handicapa.

J. SELAY is & rider that has had very bard lock on the
racing track. He started 'eycling in 1883, and bas been a
conatant competitor at all the Club's sports. He is much
faster on the road thao on the grass track, and has estab-
lished & 20 mile road record for Anckland, baving ridden
from Papakura to Auckland in 1hr. 29min. 35sec. Selby
has ridden the same roadster machine, & 54-inch Rudge,
since 1883, His victory in the $ mile bicycle handicap at
the last mporte was g most popular one, and Selby was
londlf cheered as he passed the winning post. Selby, who
is well-built, and has a fine physique, znfortunately has the
misfortnne to be deaf and dnm{).

A PICTURE OF THE SNAKE DANCE.

THE snake dances of the Meoqui Indians have been fre-
quently written about, but usually simply on hearsay evi-
dence. It is seldom that any white man is allowed to be

present at these ceremonies, but Captain Bourke, the
notable excention, thus describes it.

The participanta were d of two bodies of inen,
thirty-six of whom danced with the snakes, and a smaller
number who formed a chorus of singing men. These latter
were the firat to come upon the scene, and were dressed in
bright-coloured embroidered kilts, sashes, anklets and
beautifully tanned yellow fox skina hanging down behind
the bady. They bore small rattles in one hand, while in
the other was held & stick, to which was fastened a couple
of turkey feathers. This stick, they claim, carries the
necessary protection of one’s life and lets the snake's tute-
lary god know that none of hia progeny will be injured or
carried to remote landa.

These men made four or five circnits of the small plaza
and then taok up a position to the west side of it. In the
centre of the plaza was a cottonwood shed. Aiter they had
arranged themselves in a atite of extraordinary exaltation,
the snake men came marching in with tremendous energy,
ET] i;ihnugh inspired to bound across the mesa with a single
stride.

These dancing men, like their predeceascrs, made four
circuita around & large rock which stands in the centre of
the plaza, They then faced the chorus and a song wase gone
through with., After this ceremcny the snake men were
divided into groups of three, and one from each three went
into the cottanwood shed and extracted a snake from one
of the logs, and, after putting it inte his month, and finnly
fixing it there with hia teeth, he started on his round. His
companion, with his arm around his neck, kept the tail of
the snake in position with hia left hand, while with his
right, in which he carried a stick with two long feathers
attached, he kept the serpent from becoming entangled in
the hair of the dancer. The enake, after being earried
around the cirele, was thrown from the month, when the
third member of the group gathered it ap and casried it for
the rest of the dance.

At times the serpents would try to make their escape,
and would miake a dash for liberty through the crowids
which surrounded the dancers, and the spectators would
scatter in all directions until the snakee were recaptured
by the dancers and carried back into the eircle and mnre
securely held,

The visite to the shed were continued until at least 150
snakes had been brought from the enclosure, and all ap-
peared vo be in excellent condition judging from the manner
in which they resisted capture after they had been dropped
from the mwouth, Two or three instances were noticerﬁ)f
large bull snakes beiog held by the peck and twining their
bodies around the legs of the dancers., [n ope inetance the
anake had so entwined himzelf aronnd the performer that he
was unable to move for fear of falling. This predicament
caured a great outburat of laughter, but it looked anything
bat funny to the dancer.

Thoee who danced with the snakes not unfrequently had
three or four in tha mouth at the rame time, which, of all
the performance, wae the most repulsive. To see these
paked human beinga going around with the face completely
hidden behind & mask of twisting and squirmiog shakes was
encugh to make the stontest-hearted man shudder with dis-

ust, yat the other membera of the tribe greeted these mani-
Feamtmna with applausa.

The applause of the spectatore urged the dancers to
g;enter feats, and a3 the dance proceeded the performance

eame noat horrible to behold. Some of the dancers would
take two large rattlers in the mouth st the 2ame time, and
a8 they slowly alung around the circle wonld chew on the
living soakea until, in some instances, the serpents would
fall to the ground completely bitten in twn. One dancer,
who appeared to ba a leader, at oue time had six serpents
in his nrouth, and the swinging énds of the reptilea made a
gorgon appearance of his head as he whirled around the ooter
edge of tj)m circle.

Thie ceremaony laated two hours, and when the dance was
over the participanta wera thoroughly exhansted. While
during the dance they had been upheld by the ecstatic con-
dition, the reaction was terrible, and while there was no
pennanent injury to the dancers, it took several days for
them to reenperate. This time was spent in aleeping and
drinking a weak sort of broth made from the dend snakes
which had perished in the ceremony. During this dance
there ia a peculiar lustre of the hady and eyes which would
indicate that the performers had been medicated and pre.

ared for the ordeal through which they were about to gu-.
t wan supposed by some that the rattlesnakes had heen
rendered harmlesa by the extracticn of their fangs, but o
show that anch wan not the case a dog was bronght into
the circle aod was bitten by s snake. In A very short time
;he nnfortunats animal wax dead from the sffects nf the
ite.

ECYPT.

It is only of Egypt that one can zay the couniry can be
seen in its length and breadth from the deck of a vessel
making & straight course. Egypt, familiar aa it is to us,
we hardly realise until wo see it, is merely the valley of the
Nile, which averages butl twoand a halfmiles wide on either
bank. As the boat climbs the Nile against its three or four
mile carrent from Caire to the farthest point south that
Tewtik Pasha can protend to govern, or npon which he can
levy tribute, the whole land can be spansed by the eye from
our deck, and the preeent life and past mobumenta neen
by short excursions frowm our daily moorings.

Egypt, too, ia & laud not modern, thongh it exists, not
complex nor of varicus aspecta. It lived and led the world
when life was simple. ‘hen life began to demand wore
variety it la.%ged behind, and now, when life is nut suppused
to be worth living without the utmeet diversity and cosno-
politanism, Egypt, unable to afford but nnity, drope Lack
into something hardly of this world, almost prehistoric. It
has no diversity of indnstries, contaios po stirring popula-
tion set one against the other by miany and divergent in-*
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perests, It offers to the eye neither in lanilscape nor in
architecture r variety suggestive of different ideas of beauty.
The climate dictates impericusly but cne mods of life. Tle
Nile gives the inhahitants their geil and listributes it im-
Enr:ially and with chemical consistency from one end of
Raypt to the other. Tt offers one mode of carriage to sll,
and even at this doy there is but one milway for a few miles
on the left bank, ruoning ita trains about the apeed of the
Nile current. It wonld seem that these old lands in the
East have hnd iheir day, becanse our day demands a cos-
mopolitanisin that they never have heen able to wive birth
to or pustain.  Evenin population they seem unable to yrow
& madern city, a London or a Paris, that is, an nnpatriotic
mixture of every nation and temperament and of every
phase of life.

Few [oreign children are born there, and almest none at
all reach maturity. When foreign blaod is mixed with
the Egyptian it is said Lo fade out of all elffect in a genern-
tion or two and the old Egyptian blood isagain pure. This
in paid to be the cause of the retentivn Ly the present
Egyptian of 8o many of the traits of the men who figure in
the ancient art on tomb and tewmpls, in spite of what wounld
ordinarily be ulmost overwhalming admixture of blood in the
many invasions and conguests Egypd has sutfersd.  Neither
the villages nor the cities like Cairo and Alexandria have
the least of the mudern spirit, and the conntry of the Nile
in a8 ondiversifisd as the mod of which it ia made, which
forme the land and dietates its vegetahle variety as it «id
4,000 years agn.
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THE NEW ZEALAND GRAPHIC.

HER NEW

DRESSMAKLR.

- - A A A—— -

Characters.

Mus Foknes, a young widow. Matok CHUBRNSIDE,

SCENE  Dvaiwing voum at Mrs Forbed's. Eusy chair L.,
chalr RB.C.  Clock on anntel-piece, N. Other furniture
«t descretion.

RS FORBES cnfers) : *1 declare that dress-
makers are the greatest nuisances in life—
warse, far worse thao even husbands, for
when poor George was alive 1 could coax a
new frock out of bim with obne-twentieth
of the trouble it cost me to get it made, It
waa bad enough when ihe bLusines was in
the hands of tradespeople, but now that
dukes and duchesses have taken it vp, one
encounteis all the vices peculiar to dress-

makers with aristocratic A«uleur and nenchoiance thrown in,

(&its, £.0) Everyone knowe that the ducal buuse of Lor-

telie et Compagnic is the only place one can go to for

garmeots ; but it is much more dithicuit to get a

pew frock fiom them in a reasonable time, than to

procure ao invitation to their place in the country.

After waitiog for three whole weeks merely to gice

an order for & gown, [ receive a note informiog me

that, if convenient—I presume to himeelf—their representa-
tive, Lord Adolphas Fitzeulverin, will give himseif the
pleasure of dining with me this evening to talk the matter
over. (Risrs.} There's a pretty way of doing busioess!
Makes me 80 nervous oo ; suppose the soup is cold, or the
quails are overdone, he'll eat my stripes all wrong and [
shall be roined. Besides, its so embarrassing ; bow on
earth can I talk to & lord about clothes [ shall have
ta dodge round the subject and lead uop to it by
degrees jast as if [ were Lrying to find out if bhis grand-
fatlier had been hanged for furgery; and all the time

L =tall feel conscions that he’s taking we in from head to

fuot, and =aying to himself, ** My guod woman,who vn earth

has clothed you up to now ?’ ‘They all do that when you

1o to them fur the Lt time, and its very clever of them ;

but it always makes me so miserable and ashamed, that I

feel I must ery out to thein, ** My yood people, charge me

anything you like, only make me ot to be looked at hy
yow.”" Ub! dear (sinking into chair), I wish there were no
such things as ¢lothes in the world ! {Fery slight prusc.)

But nn don’t, life would be very dull without the

pleasure of cnuing out one’s best friends. Dear me

{funking at clock), it’s getting very late. 1 wonder what I

have dune with the ducal lecter, for 1've quite _forgohten the

time his lordship fixed for dinner, end och—hburrible thought !

—L may bave ordered it too soon! I had better go and

look for the letter ; now where on earth can I have put it ¥’

{Exit.)
Mag0x CHURNSIDE (pufsicle). * Uh,very well,l'lla_nnounue
wysell (enfers —itis eyeglags hos slipped round to his back—
slops ut door.y  What the deuce have I done with my eye-
glass—and [ as blind as a bat withont it? Can'zt tell one
person from another ; never mind, here goes («edeancing to
chelr IO with outstretched hard,) Ah, my dear Lady

Negrave, how do you——2 (stups suddenly cnd exemives Hie

ekeir efosefy.)  Hullo, bad shot, nobody here! Ab! there

<he is (edesnces bo chair LG, again stops sharf). No; 1

verily helieve there ien’t a soul in the roow. 1 wish people

wouldn’t have such deceptive furpiture. (Looks at his
watch.) It'e strange that [ should be the first arrival--a
furtnight's invitation—that always means with her ladyship
arlinner of twenty st least, Perbaps my watch is faat.

(Ietls round and peers at the walls and jfurniture.)

House has been dopne np zince | was here last. New de-

corations, new pictuores, atl the furniture shifted woo. I

don’t like this playiog at blindman’s bufl with the chairs

aud tables ; it apsets a near-eighted man, eapecmlly when
deprived by Ffate of his eyeglass (Sitz  down on
chair R.C., after carefully examining if.) A_h ! Tom _Chnrn-
side, my fine fellow, if you were ouly a married man instead
of being a lonely bachetor your wife would be with you now,
and yon could see by deputy. Whyam 1 not a married
min? Well, the anawer in simple enongh, because I am
single. Bot why am I single? Ah, why? [f i hadn'c

uarrelled with little Kitey Thornhill befure I went to

?ndia. and if she hado't been in such a deuce of a hurry to

m irry a liverless, yellow-faced nld Croesus, 1 might now——

{Nighs.) Ah! it was a very little qnarrel —I rewember, and

all about nothing tee; I have often wondered if 1 was

Fanlly in the right. e were going to a fancy-dress

ball, I in uniform, she as a peasant. Une evening—Jove!

how it all comes back to me!—I had been dining with her
people—her old anot wes reclining in an armichair ae it
niight be there {pointing), sleepiog off the efects of live
courses and s bottle of Burgundy, and emitting gentle

snores indicative of suppressed gout, while Kitty and I

were —well, very comfortable in a remote corner. After a

long interval of silepce and—and—otlier matters, she at

last said ruite suddeoly, ** [ have decided upon the colour

uf my fruck for the ball.” *Uh, bave you?' said I.

*' Yea," raid she, ** | am going to wear pink.” I shuddered.

{ Risea) **Surely, Kituy darling,” said 1, “ you won't da

uoything so dreadful as that.” *What do you mean?’

said she; "1 certainty shall wear pink, it roite me.”

0, but,” ssid I, *can't you see it doesn’t suit e "

* But yon ave not going to wear it,” said she. ** No,

not exactly,” maid [; " bLut you don't wooderstand. I

shall be in uniform, scarlet,”—I was very proud of my

uoiform in those days—** we shall ba seen together =
preat desl, for of courre you will give me nwst of the
ilances, and think, oh think, how your pink frock will kill
my ecarlet coat ; and [ would ans lief you killed me as my
cat.” Well, wa had a heated dircuseion : I implored bher
to give way, but she resalutely refused, uglil at lust, _drs_w-
ing mysell ap to my full beight, I said with all the dignity

1 could comwand, ** Katherine, the woman who does nut re-

apect Lhe (Jueen's uniform i unwurthy to be & soldier’s

brille,” She langhed, and I left; and fiom that day we
liwve mever met. (Sifa in cheir £.) That peasant's dress
kitled her love and coloured my life.’

Mnus FORuES (eaters et deor—aside): *Oh! There's my
ducal dressmaket {coming forward—alowd) How do youdo ?
Bo glad 1o bave tha pleasure of meeting yua {shnkes bands—
Aalf xtecrtn).”

Masor . (starts up, aaide after peeving of her): * TR
swear that's not Lady Seagrave—a gaest, | suppose, vhe's
denced friendly.’

Mns F. (aside): * What 3 wonderfn) resemblance to dear
old Tom Chornside—ic guite etartled me. However, to
business. We most not waste time, but come to frocks
without delay. (d/fowd) Won't you be eeated ¥ [Fhew both
ait.)

Magor C.: *Thank se! (wside) Seems quite at home
here ; how atrangely her voice reminds me of Kitty ¥’

Mgs F. (wside) : * What on earth ghall 1 say? {Alowd —
absiractedly) What a remarkably fine day it bas been v

Magor C. («bvently): *Eh, oh ! remarkably. (.4sdc,
looks af watek) 1's aboot time some of the otbers turned
up. I wish | bad eaten more lonch.”

Mgs F. (aside): *Oh, | know. (Afoud) How charming
the Row begins to look with the summer dreesea ¥’

Magok C.: *Oh, ab ! charming.’

Mes F.: I suppose businesa is pretty brisk with you
jnst mow ¥

Masor C, (turns quickiy): *Eh ¥

M&s [, : *Ub, [ beg your pardon. I mean--1 presume
your professivnal eugngements are comewhat engrossing at
present.”

Magor €. (esicdcd: © Anyone would shink I was the
greengrocer comne to wait.  {Afondy Well, no! 1 can't
say they take up muoch of my time jost now. We men,
you know, are such material creatures.” At this particular
hour of the day our thoughts are ever centred on one en-
grossing subject, and une only, dinner.’

Mes F. {auroyed, aside): ' How volgart Won't talk
bnsinesa until he bas fed: Lut he shall; I'll imake hin.
{Aloud, mceetly) 1 thought perhaps you would like o
have a little chat while we are waiting.”

Muor C. {aside): * Wants to Hirt! Well, U'm willing.
(#werns Lo her and asswmes an ragaging manner) Shall be
charmed, I'm sure.’

MRS F. : * Well, [ want you to tell me what you think of
the little gown I'm wearing. It was one of Madame
Celise's ; only of course I eannot expect you to admire it.”

Masor C. (rot looking at the dress buf at her): * My dear
madam, [ think it is unworthy of its wearer.’

Mus F. (aside): ' [ knew he’d say that—they always do.
(A foud, smiling)] Well 1 dare say we shall be able to do
better in the futare.”

Maaor C.: *1 sincerely trust so-—charns such as yours
require perfect miillinery—no, no! I mean they are worihy
of perfection,” (fwirls kis moustache with a self-satizficd air.)

Mes F. {aside): * Rather strong, but I suppose its all in
the way of business. (Adlowd) Ido yon think walking
dresses wiil be worn short or long this season? They are so
much more becoming short, don’t yom think so?

Musor C. {puziled): *Obt ah ¥ That, I think, depends
mainly oo the wearer; but as regards youveelf, if I may
form a eonclusion from theimperfect data available (peering
at her foof which obtrudes) | should eay that short frocks
would make your attractions deadly.” (again feivis his
muusdache.)

Mes F. {very annoyed, rising and faling stege).  * This
is too much ! Lord or no Lord, [ will not submit to fuisome
nonsense from my dressmaker.’

MaJoR C. (nside) : * She's put ont.  Well, why couldn’t
she let me alone? She would flirt; and how can a man
pnﬂde]icnr.e compliments when he is as empty as a drom ¥

RS F. (aside); *1 suppose 1 must pnt op with it; bat Il
serve him out ; he shan't be paid for years "

M.artoR C. (aside, looking at wateh). * Eight o'clock and
nobody else come. Shall we ever have dinner, { wonder?

Mus F. (seafed): * Now what do you say to onr having a
little talk abont my new evening frock ¥

Masor C. (asidr) : * Confound her frock. [ want my
dinner. (Aloud, politely) Anything, my dear madam,
that interests yoo interests me.’

Mns F. (looking at her notes): * Well, then, thia j= m
idea, and I shall be so glad to hear if yon approve of it, {
thought thas (speaking guickin I !honfd like the jupe to be
of some pale shade of crepe de Chine, draped with posut
a’Alexcon ; the co e and trein to be of old brocade, lined
with poutlf de soie n; a contrasting nuanece and bordered
with a ruche of ostrich feathers ; the corsage to be cuk low
with rerers @t fa Directoire and opening over a vest of poasse-
menterie ; and I'm not quite certain aboat &8 Medici collar.
There, what do you think of that **

Moioe C. {astde) : * What jntolerable jargon ! She's got
dress on the brain, {(.1l¢ud) Very nice, very nice indeed,
nnly to tell you the truth [ found it a litile difficuit to
foliow.”

MR~ F. (eagerfy): ¢ 10h, never mind, I'll ron throagh it
again. Tha jupe tu be of zome pale shadeof . . .’

MAj0R O (iaferrupting) ; * Oh, no,no, péease don’t trouble !
A clesr realisation of the conception bas struck me like a
Hash of lirhtning. 1t is & grand—a magoificent idea, »
millinery epic, :‘fandsupa in lace! (Aside) Will nothing
stop her? 1'm faiat from exhanstion and want of food.'

Mns F. : ¢ Is there any alteration yon can suggest ?

Mok C. (quickiy) : “ Notvhiog, 1 assure yon, nothing ; to
alter wonld be to spoil. What! as the puet says, ** Add
another tiot unte the nose !'—I mean the rose. (-laide)
She's reducing me to idiory.”

Mus F. (@sidc): *He certainly haa excellent taste. (A fwued)
‘Well, now we mast discass the question of colonr.”

Masor C. (Awide),  *Oh, good heavéont ['m gerting
desperate. (Alowd).  *Oh, ah'! of course colonr—a very
interesting nnl-'jeer.. What do yun ray to pink with searlet
trimmiogs? Very tasly, don't you think * (She looks strr-
princd} Don't like that? (Speceks 1oildfy Very well then,
sca1let with piok trimming ; nor that ¥ " (SAc sfarce) Then
piok and scarlet without any trimmioge at all, or either
with both or neither with nothing. It reslly duean't matter
now, it sll happened ro long sgu.”

Mus F. (Asiefe).  Bearlet aud pink, long ago ! what is the
man talkiog aboat ¥

Mator C, *Don't like any of them !

=

Well then, try

something else, any colonr yom please. (dsids) Poor
Kituy ! ' Seaslet and pink.”
Mus F. {eside): ' He's very ntrange in his manper. He

must bave been drinking! It's really too shocking !
(-tlond, risiag and going wp) b thivk, eir, 1t would perhups
beldvinl‘)]le for me to leave you until 1he effects of your
lanch ave dirapp 1

Magson C. ; * My Juncheon, madam | Give you my word
1 feel at this monient as if | had not lunclied for years.
Aht 1 see, yon fancy that I'm a little-eh? very natural
o yuar park, lur hopger and entotivn have 2o opeel mo that
1 daresay I have been talking rather wildly, The fact is
that your voice and wmmoper remind me strangely of one
from whom I parted long ago; iv was those rery colours,
scarlet and pink, thatdruve we asunder, and sumie irresiatible
impulse fureed them to my lips. My cuat mnd her frock
declioed as it were to be oo wpeaking terms, and both onx
hearts were drawn into the guarrel’ (goes L.). -

MR F. (asicle) : * kt'n very etrange. Thal's exactly bow
Tom aod I eame to qoarzel, nod be s 5o absurdly like Tow ;
bat he is, he must be, Lord Adolphus, or he wonlda't be
here. (Aloud comning dmca) Burely 1 bave i1be Lonour of
addressing Loid Advlpbus Fitzcalverin ¥

Madon C.: *Ithink not—of conrse I speal subject to
correction—bot I have always been jed to Lelieve that my
pante was Uhuinside, Major Thomas Churuside, uf the
Bengal Staff Cosps* E

Mus ¥. (Joyfullyy: *1t ix Tom?
know me? Can’t you see who [ am?»

Mok C. (aside}: “Coming to Christian names now ;
well, of all the forward Hirts—(aloud, looking for glasa)
Know you * well, if you have such & thing as a No. 5 eye-
glass avont you | wiil answer Lhe question at once, buk if
w0t - -lfnrring cicny a littie as if fo ook jor giass).

MRs V. (sees if hanging at his buck and takex hold of it) -
* There's yonr eyeglass 1

MAIOR C. (turning ronnd quicliy).

Mazs F. {gi i to him). *Here!

MasorU. *Eb? Ub! Thank you; and now, madain,
to answer your question. {Fires of in eye) By Jove, it's
Kitty ! This iz u joyialanrprive. (Shaking both her hands)
How vesy glad | am 1o ree you mgain after all these years—

Oh, 'i'nm, dont you

‘Wheret'

and yoi are yun a little pleased to »ee an ofd —h'm—
frienu ¥
Mas F. ' Yes, indeed, very. (Speaking impressively)

Do yon know I burnt Lhat pink froek directiy you left the
hounsze ¥

MaJsor C. *How sweet of you!l and 1 exchnn;ed into
the Kifles the next day for the sake of Lthe uniform.

Mgrs F. *How npoble of yoa! {Hesitatingly)1 hope—
that is—is Mis Churnside in town ¥

Maaou C. (fanghs): * Mes Charoside ! That lady’s exist-
ence is still in the eloudy regions of the fature. " But Mr
Forbes, i8 he quite well ¥

Mgs F. ¢ joyfrily) : “Oh, be's dead ! {Lecollecting) 1 mean,
alas ! he is no more.”

MiaoR C. : * Harray ! (Putting his arm round her waist
But I say. Kitty, nbat are yon doing here ¥’

Mxs F. (lvoling et arm and disengaging herself): * Re-
ceiving in my own house & decidedly forward visitor. And
pray, sir, what do you mean by pasting youreelf off as Lord
Adolphu=?

MaJor C.: “ Your honte—Lord Adolphms ! Kitty, thia is
toc much for o haogry man. 1 came bere to dinner at the
invitation of Lady Segrave.”

Mgs F.: * My next-deor aeighbour; so you've come to
the wrong house. Now for my espianation: de you know
I mistook you for my new dresamaker !”

MaJor C.: *Ob,'I say, Kitey (furning round cs if to
shor himself } do 1 took like a dressmaker ¥

Blgs F.. - You silly feliow, 1 mean a fashionable man
milliner.'

Magor C : *Oh, that's what 1 look like, is it? Wel), 1
suppose it's all right—dress parted us, and aiter all these
¥eans it is dress that lrings us together again.’

MREs F.: * Yes, and as it's now too late for youn te
elsewhere, and as Lord Adolphna has evidently forgotten
his engagenent, yon had better stop here, eat his dinper
and talk about eld tires ; 2o come, take me down (takes his
arnt).’

MuadJor C. (dragging her to the door):

¢ My dear Kite
I'm starving.' % ¥

{Exeunt Aurricdly. )
W, K. WaLKEs,

THE LITTLE LOVERS,
I T1INK sbe has fallen asleep in the shade,
(Sing low, sing low—you'll awake her).

Oh, she's the loveliest little maid :
_And her iather’s our family baker.

Sach beautiful bons and ehacolate cakes
(Sing luw, very low—you'll alarm her} ;

And oh, such elegant tarts he makes !
And his name i3 Joshoa Farmer,

And her sweet name in Elinor Jane
And her step is as light as & feather:
And we meet every day in the lilac lane,
And we gu Lo echool together.

And now aud then she brings me s Lun
{Sing low or she'll hear what we're saying},
And after school, when onr 1asks are done,
In khe meadows were fund of straying.

And I make ber a wreath of cowslips there,
An we sit in the blossoming clover,

And then +he binds it ai0and her hair,
And twines il over and over,

She's ten ; I'm aix ; bat I'm as tafl
As she iz, | guess, or nearly ;

And I capnot say that I care for ber doll,
But oh, 1 do love her dearly.

We are tired of playiog at king and nueen
(5ing low, for we uost not awake her),

Aud sbe fell ssleep in the grasa vo green ;
And I thought that 1 wunldo't fuisake lier,

And whes 1 am grown to a big tsll man,
I mesn to be smark anil clever ;

Aand then | will marry her if | eap,
And we'll live opon tarls forever.



A SERVIAN STORY.

— ——

X the year 1732, two Eoglishmen were
overtaken at the snall Servian village
of Meduegna, by a courier riding post,
sent by the British minister at the
.Sultan’s court, desiring them Lo wait in
whateoever place the order might find
them, antil the arval of impertant
dispatches to ba placed in the hands of
T the home governmant. .

The courier having overtaken them waa to continue on
Whis way lo Belgrade, and there cause to be prepared for
their ase & awifs boat, well provisioned, Lo speed them up
vhe Dapube on their way tu Yienna A

The halt at Meduegna was exceadingly vexatious to these
travellers. The village was at no great distance from Bel-
geade where detention would have been less wearisoma ;
that city heiog then for a brief period in the bands of the
Aunstriane, who were making consideralle additions to its
fortifications.

Une of our gentlemen wss a yonong nobleman, who I.u.lq.d
Jeen sitached to the Britieh bassy Cuo P
He waa now out of health and on his way to England. He
had stiached to bia service, as medical adviser and friend,
ag older man named Dugan, s sort of sargical ,Dalgeuy.
Dugan came originally from the * North Countree.] He had
gone out to ladia a8 a vhip’s sorgeon, liad been in the em-
ploy of one of the native princes, had served the Tarks
in Fyypt, could spesk a variety of (Oriental languages (all
with bis native borr), had had innumerable adventures, and
conld recount them to perfection. Lord Lofius had met
him in Constantinople. e was an enthesiaset in medicine
and had seen much Eastern practica outside of the common
range of a medical edncation, in which, however, he had
vaken his regalar diﬁlamn in some Dutch university.

In this vexations halt upon the plains of Servia, he showed
the useful qualities of an old campaigner- He made his
locdship comfortable in the best house {bad was that beat)
in the village ; that of the nachalxik or kitular head grand-
father of the community. That agirl, fresh, pretty, shapely,
and in picturesque costume waited upon them was a point
in favour of their quarters. Their travelling commissariab
was nob a bad one ; the dector was skilled in cookery, and,
like Mark Tapley, waa jolliest in adversity. He represented
the life and energy of the partnership, for Lord Loftus was
.dejected, bypochundriac, and vatiable.

I'here were Rouan roins in the neighbonrhond, _qul after
-dinner, on the second day, the dactor propased to visit them.
Lord Loftos was indifferent to Howan rains, but ratber than
be left Lo his own society, e consented o go and luok ab
whew.

O Englistwen scon stond ainong broken masonry upoetd
some risiag ground overlooking wide, green plaing, bonnded
by illimitable foreste, through which roved countfess berds
of eavagn Servian swine. They picked np sowe bits of
Koman pottery, aml weie tmining to go home, when they
beard veices. The doctor, who felt raspnns_nhle _for the
.aafety of his lordship, motioned bim back with Lis hand,
while he, himsetf, crecping along the base of a broken wall,
_drew near enough to the speakers to overhear them.

There was nothiog to alarm him. The voice was that of
their bandmaiden, Sterna, but it was well to ascertain what
she was saying, as she might be giving information about
them to some Aeydc, kiept, or robber. The dottor drew
wut his horse pistel, and felt for the hilt of his Persian sabre.

it was not leng, however, before he made out that the
young man by her side was Lut u harmlese lover.  He wonld
hiave retired at once, or have summoned his friend to look
with himw on the haudsome couple standing side bf side,
had he not moticed s mysterious bgure lying at foll length
in the grass with eyes that glittered as they were fixed on
the lovers. i

+Stecna,’ said A& young man’s veice, 'how long do these
Englishmen remsin with you?’

*They do not know, Anton; at least so I heard the
Aavass, who is in attendance on them, tell my uncle.”

1Sterna, is it not for admiration of thy bright eyes that
they linger here at Meduegna? (ne would think thag
English gospodars would push on to Belgrade.’

~Ub, Antn, no ! They do not even notice me. They
lave nothing to say to me,  What am T but & poor girl ¥

The doctor smiled. He knew shat the little coquette was
not telling the sinpsle trnth to her lover. Some little inno-
.cent passages of mutusl admiration had already been ex-
.chapged with her h{l both Englishmen.

* You have oo right, Anton—' she resumed. .

«No1 1 bave no right ” he said, vehemently. ‘ We are
ot betrothed, my Sterna, but T am ien.lous of every man
who looks at thee. 1 my beloved, | am so unhappy. 1
dare not ask thee for thy love. 1 dare mot s=peak Lo thy
unele. | am even horting thy good name, my Sterna, by
these meetings. I cannot ask you to share the trouble L
.dread daily. T walk under & clond of darkness. Ihavea
_sorrow that thou mnst not share.”

+1 am willing 1o shate it, Anton, could that help thee.
Iam r and an orphan, but [ sm true and strong. Yon
have known me since we were children and kept 1he goats
tusether.’

* And loved thee, Sterns, and hoped to marry thee—aye,
_rowed to marry thee —until my sorrow came. 1t was Lhree
years , U Sterna " Here his voice sank. * Taine uucle,
our nachainik, thought 1 was toa fond af thee and seni me
away to Kassova. [ secved there six months. There was
& visitation in Kassova ; the vampires. Many people died.
And, Sterna, one night a vampire came np to the Joft in
which I slept and sacked my blovd. I woke, all weak and

dazed. 1 thionk [ never since have been the same. 1t was
the Aeyduc Milloe, who, in life, bad hzen my friend. He
Iiad been dead thiee weeks, I cursed him, Steroa 1 de-

I ate dirt off his grave, 1 had him dug up
from the church-yard. I smeared my body with his blood.
He was fresh nncfnmteuyed. He bled when they ent into
‘him. When they diove'n abarp stake through his breast,
he gave & groan,  They buaroed him to ashes, Steras, and
they waated to deal with me for suteery.’

'l'vhe doetor hera could Lear the poor girl sob.

v Oh! Anton,’ she said at last, *did he give yoa any wound
when lie sucked you ¥ .

* No, Sterna.  Vampires give oo woundas. Not one was
.given in Kassora. Are you shrinkiog away from me, my

nounced him.
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Sterna? [ Bed. You kmow I joined & band that raided on
the Turks, The peoplo of Kassove died like marrained
sheap. They dug up wany bodien. ANl wera like that of
Milloe. My comrades of our band said 1 was very brave.
I only wanted to tind lawful death in battle. They said, st
lust, I bad & " horoed skin.” That is, that no lead or stesl
conld enter me.  { cama home last year Lo my father's farm,
now mine, sinee he is dead. [ saw thea—thoee so beantifal,
my little love.  If thou hadst had & dower, Stemna, 1 shoold
have found thee warried. There was satill hope for me, for
Lam rich. * But no!" I said; *“ Sterna shall naver give
herself 1o one over whose bead there trembles such & corse.
Une who, uniess the corse rans oul, may prove & vampire.”
And yet I s 20 jealous, Sternn! T am jealons of Black
Stefan. T am jealons of the Englishmen. I suffer the
turinents of the damoed when any lsver apeaks to thee.”

*0Oh no, Anton, be oot jealnus, The strangers will soon
goaway. (odsend their horses winga  As to Black Stefan
-—couldst thou think it? Stefan never shall marry me. My
uncle willingly would give me to thee—*

*Come, my lord,' aaid Dugan: *T have heard enongh,
and what I heard ia very curious. 1 will tell you about it
a3 we walk back. I winet know more upon the snbject they
were apeaking of.  Inthe interests of science and bumapity,
it is my duty to invistigate a degrading superstition.”

As Lthey turped to go away, he calles out, loudly :

* Gud-night, Sterna ! | bave heanl what Anton told you.
Let him come te me w-morrow, and [ will give him a Frauk
apefl which will keep him in all safeby. And, Sterns,’ be
added, * have a care, A wman of your own people has been
watching you ae well as L'

After thi~, the doctor and Lavd Loftus went down the
hili-side, crossed the plain, pased throogh some plum
orchanlx, nnw a ma<a of snowy llessoms, and went home Ly
try {Jlum Urandy and the native wine, which they prononnced
well worthy of exportalion.

! That yampire superatition is s very queer thing,’ said the
docter meditatively, when, aver their wine, he told Anton’s

slory.

']ythought vampires are big bats,” aaid Lord Leftus, in-
ditYerently.

‘So they are in natoral history. But thesc vampires are
ghoata of the most malignant kind. All other ghosts are
barntless. These are the reninant of a belief among the
Greeks and Kumans. The harpies were some kin to them.
The Dark Apes, of course, took all the poetry ount of the
Gireek superstition. Every man who diee & vampire has a
maniafor coming back to earth of nights and biting the back
of the neck of his bestfriend, who dies in what fanppose tole
a fit, a few weeks later. After which, so longas the corpse is
fresh, he Dbites, sucks and bewitches others. .JAbont live
years since, they had an awfal experience of vampires at
Kassova. 1 should like to ride gver there aad ask some
questions.”

‘[ could not epare you even for one day,’ answered hia
lordship. ¢ Our route may come at Any mowent. And as
to biting and sucking, any man might dream he was bitten
Ly a hig bat, who sleeps in Servia’

Before going te rest, the doctor cot & alip of paichment
from a M3S. he was taking to England, and set himself to
remember an old echool spell -

Then he toided it, wrapped it in Persian gilk, and suspended
it by & =string.

* It muat be worn around the neck and never parted with,’
he said to Anton, the next morning. *If you wish to get
rid of it, it must be burned and its ashes flung into running
water. Which ever way we take it, * he added inEnglish,
showing it to Lord Loftus,” across, down one side, up the
other, across any line beginaing with the first letter and
ronning up to the last, it forins the magic word, ** Abraca-
dabra.’”’

The delight. of Sterna was extreme. She was ready to fall
at the doctor's feet and kise hia slippers.

It was early summer. The baying season was at ite
height, and Anton was afield befure day-break. Abent
noon, the hay-cart, with ite wide horned oxen, waa seen
coming into the barn-yard of Sterna’s mocle. Anton stood
on the load, waving his cap at Sterna. The Englishmen
were sitting noder & plum-bree, there being few attractione
in & Servian cottage for anyone wha can find fresh air and
quiet ont of doors.

Snidenly the oxen jerked the cart inio a rot: they saw
Anton waver; thea he lost his balance abd fell under the
wheels.

Befors the doctor conld reach the spot, there was a little
ecrowd around the fallen man. They cairied him insensible
tuto his own cottage. They undressed biw to find & wound
when, round his neck, they found & mystericus bag that
was not s scapulary. Black Stefan mingled with the crowd,
and whispered, * Sotcery.’ He reminded hia fellow-villagers
of what had well nigh been forgoften : that Anton Vrosh
bad been in Kassova during the vampire days.

¢ And that,’ he added, pointing to the package, * is witch-
eraft. 1t isa spell given to him yesterday by the Frank
hakim. Do not let that man approach his corpse.’

Here Doctor Dugan. eager to succour the poor man, was
hustled with angry looks cut of the cottage.

Long after dark, the doctor, reading in his room, was
roused by a low tap against his shatter. It waa Sterna
She told bim that Black Stefan had been with ber, threaten-
ing to repeat every word of Apton’s confession en the hill-
side, unless she promised to be his wife before 5t John's Eve,

+ If he tells them,” she exclaimed, *my Aoton will have a
atake thrust through his heart ! He uifl be borot 1o ashes !
He will be refused Christian burial !

* What cruelty ! cried the doctor, ! they mnst not do tha !
am nat sute that the man is dead. as any ductor geen

o,” ahe said, *there are no doctors pearer than RBel-
. 'Fhere are nona in our distriet.*

* Then send Lo Belgrade without lvas of tinwe,” he said, * or
insist that I must see liim.’

Sterna hurried away engm‘liy. The village magnates
tnughed her to scorn.  The doctor had fulloweil her, and
atood among then.

+1 believe,” be said, * the wan isin a trance, canned by
cerebral excitement. It is & care of suspended animation.
1 have seen »uch Lhinga befure, (lpce, in lodin—’

Here the Mu::I‘y intarrupted him. All the alfect the
doctor’s speech produced was to make them think him a
dangervns magician. The souner Anton Vroch's corpes was
disposed of, Lthe berter for everybody. The doctor took
Sterna by the band, and was leadiog her nway, when the
men gathered round then and barred their

Tha corpss bad been put inte the bell-tower, n struciure

rt from tha church, standing on a knoll bayood the
villagre. There, it was decreed that the doctor and Sterma
should alse be slhiut up for the night, while s guard, under
Black Stafan, krpt watch ontaide.

In vain Dr. Dugan begged to communicate with Lord
Loltus. No favoura were shown bim.

The corpse lay on & board. Jts eolonr was baot little
ehanged, and the ainal stiliness of death was cnly in the
feer and Rogers,

Sterna crouchest from it as far ax paesible. The doctor
bent over the dead man and examined him carefolly. He
ied his lancet, and & drop of bleod came.
roa,” he said, ‘pet up. Take woud apd light a
bLlazing fire on the bearth.

She did 0. The empinyment 1cused her,
the doctor laboured over the slesd inan.
canie over his evelids,

* e lives! Behold, Sterpa, he Jives " the doctor ¢ried.

To his surprize, instesd of juy, her feelings seemed of
terror.

*1th ! what will become of hini--of we? she ecried.
“ They will not let as live among them.  Whither shall we
go? AMen, when afraid become so cruel. We had better
Loth be dead ¥

That this would e the iragic end of their luve story hail
never crossed the doetor's imaginasion.

“Uh T she eaied, * they will say it is all witcheraft !
shall be burned for sorcery I’

At this moment, a nolse above them attracted their at-
tention.

¥or an hour
AL last a quiver

We

At one of the high windows appeared a humau

1 see A ladder yonder ; put it up and get e down.' sail
Lord Loftus, roused to enersy.

*Go away, my lord ¥ ciied Dogan.
eericus scrape than yon suppose.’

* Sterna, put that ladder here, or I shall jump, and break
my bones I said the young nobleman,

' Now, let me help yon,” he said, as he stood beside the
doctor.  *Scrape or oo scrape, 1 am io it, teo.  Make haste
and bring the man to himse{f Assistance, I bope, ia cloze
at hand. Uur gnards are spoiing, 1 emptied al])ﬁnr landa-
num into their plum brandy.”

The rest is soon told. Within half an hour ihere was &
sound of horses” feet. Eord Loftus ran up the ladier and
waved a lighted lirelrand. The troop halted.  Lord Loftus
directed his nwo Lavass, whom he had zeat to hurry np the
escourt with his dispatches, where to lind Black Stelan, whe
lay stupitied, and in whose pucket were the keys. .

The duor waa thrown open. Two horses, with empty
saddles, were led ap.

* Come, ductor,” erled Lord Loftus, *pick ap your dead
man. | presume, in your profession, you are pok afraid to
1ufe into the da: k with a curpse hefore yon.’

Aoton wrapped in the &rtbgaddza, or waim peasant’s coat
of the freeass, was lifted on a horse, and held there till the
doctsr mionnted aw:l pat bi4 arms abont hive.  Then Sterpa
was lifted to Lomd Loftus’s arms.  ¢/f and away. The men
were jeasivsarics, who hated Servinn peasants, and entered
with spirit into the joke of carrying off a Servian girl an!
her half dead lover.

The party were pursued and peariy oveirtaken Lefore they
reached Belgrade, but they clattiered over the draw-bridge
and the men wha pursuel them weie left ontside the city.

However, al Vienna, it proved dithienlt to get Anton and
Stern married. The former had eompletely loat, what is
called in France, his ¢fat civid.  1n Austria, then mistrees
of Servia, he was, to all intents and purposes, a dead man,
and as such, not marriageable.  The hest thas eould he dane
was to have them manied by the chapinio of the Evglish
einbassy.

They could not stay in Vienna. Lord Loftvs and the
doetor found them & serious encumbrance to their jonrney
until they reached a Duteh port and found a ship in which
they embarked them, provided with ample neans, for their
seftlement in America.

In due serson they reached the Chesapeake. There they
landed. Anten Vriosh became Anthony Hoah, 84 soun as
his oame appearell upon a lit of Maryland taxpayers. Hix
decendants are called Rosx  There area good maany of them
oo the eastein sliore.

*This is a more

TELLING THE BEES.

1101 of Lthe house where the slamberer lay,
Grandfather cans vne summer day,
And onder the pleasant otchard trees
1ie spake this wise to the murmuring vees :
* The elover bloom that kissed ler feet
And the poey bed where she used to play
Have huney alore, but none so sweet
As ere our little one went away.
U bees, ning soft, and bees, sing Fuw,
For she is gone who loved yon so '

A wonder fell on the listening Lees
["nder thuse pleasant otchard trees,
And in their toil that summer day
ver their murmuring seeined Lo eay ;

“€’hilll, €) child, the yr1aan is cool

Aud the posies e waking to hear the rong
M the lird that swings by 1he shaded poul,

Waiting for vne that tarvieth long
‘Twas 8o lhcf called to the little one then,
As if Lu eall her baek again.

1} pentle been, I have come Lo say
That grandfather fell ssleep to day,
And we know by the snule oo giandfathesr» fare
He Lins fonpd lis degr une's hiding place.
So bees, ning roft, and bees sing luw,

An over the honey lields yon sweep ;
Te the tiees ALloom and the Howers ahlow

Singt of geandfather fast anleep ;
k ever beneath 1hese vichard treen
Finl cheer and =helter, pentle heen,

EVGERE FikLn,
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POWDER AND PUFF,

-—

HERFE was a janaty sir about the seedy
man as he eame in with a roll of manu-
zeript uoder his arm. A rosebud waa
pinned daintily on the shiny lapel of his
cuat, and he swept the little room with &
st gallant bow.

* Begn in ladies’ society to-night ¥
* Yes, you noticed my bow, of course.

Curiously enough, gentlemen, after |

have been in ladies’ socieLy my gallantry

is noticeable sometimes for a week.
was a gallant once. No, I do not need

to look in the glasa, but there was a

time when I had a calf that eraced a silk
stockiog, and [ could pace a minuet with the best. Ay de

mi! The cali has gone, gentlemen ; let us drink to the de-

parted calf.”

' A pretty rese she gave you.’

*Yea, ature’'s own decoration ; symbol of everything
that is pure ; and like all pure thiogs sonietimes the badge
of everything that is false. A lady bestowed this order on
me. It was a lady gava the badge of the higheat honour in
Logland.”

tAre you often taken like this

*No, unfortunately, it is but seldom this dingy lapel
koows the caress of a dainty tlower, and yet—and yet——'

*What Y

* It dnes seem harsh to eay it, but her neck and shoulders
were a study in chalk ; her face was & pastel, with a loag
a. It was bebiind the =cenes, I called 1o see the leading
man about a play, and as [ sat in the greenrcom she came

in and struck a pose before the long lvoking-glass. She
rubbed off a littie dab of powder from her nose. Gentle-
men, ene tuuch of powder makea all women kin. 3he

looked superb, but when she gave me her hand, it had a
gentle white reughpnese oo the btack that stopped the
magnetism. She was lixing a bunch of roses at her corsage.
She had torn an envelope off and thrown it in pieces on the
tloor. But she wore the flowers. Her lips had & redder
tinge than nature ever gave, even in poetry. Une of the
roses dropped. I picked it np, She took 1t in her ivory
hand, and with a little smile thanked me and gave it back.
Ah me! The coquetry of & woman! [ ,pinned it in my
coat, and have felt like bowing ever since.

* t*erhaps she wae struck with your gallantey.’

*Nou. It was eimply the natare of the ordinary woman.
A wuman i never anwilling to meke an impression on a
man. Then she swept out of the room and went on the
stage.”

'DWhy do actresses make up 8o much ¥

*Well, partly for sensible reasons and partly because they
are women. I think women learn to paint their faces fram
an infantine study of dolle. Mothers always give girl
babies dolls about the first thing, and theF go and get a wax
tignre with dabe of red on its ¢cheeks and lips, and sumetimen
on its forebead and a shiny tow wig. The ehild gets her
firsti impreesion of what can be dene in waking a human
.ace preity by looking at the doll. It might be all righs if
the baby did not iovarisbly in kissiog the doll imbibe, to
speak delicately, the complexion, but she finds it is not
real, and whben slie grows up and she doer not look very
well some morning she remembers the doll, and dabs alittle
roage and powder on her cheeks.’

*‘I'here’s souething in that.'

*The women of triental nations paint. 1t has been so
from the beginning of the world. In ancient Babylon they
sold face powder warranted nat to wipe off. There were
manicures in Pompeii and hair stores in Hercnlaneum, and
the girle of Carthage, [ doubt not, paioted their eyes with
sloes, and—who knows—mnever washed their faces. But in
the (hient women do not paint to hide the bad complexion ;
they paint purely for decoration. it ia bad artistic taste,
not deceit.”

* I guess 80.”

“Wny do actresses make np?  Well, in all the daye of
the draa, from tallow and dips, through the development
of oil and gas, up to the prezent, [ suppose, it was necessary
for nppearance. The most brilliant complexion luoked
dark 10 the light. Now that we have electricity there is
not 50 much need for make up; but it is a kind of disguise,
[ suppose. It would not do if things on the stage were
what they seem. That is why 20 many men fall in love
with actresses, and so few marry them. Now, what can
you tell about an actress, when she is on the atage, even if
she can't act. You know as well as I do that the lines and
peculiatities of the face are very important guides to char-
acter. There are few things so potent as a dimple and a
wotnan's chin, and when you see tint smiling sign of good
uature on the staye and become attracted to its owner it is
rather trying to find she has washed it off when you are
introduced v her in the real world.’

‘It is kind of disappointing.”

* And as to hair—well —anyway, in ordinary life you have
to be introduced to & woman &t least twice—once with her
hat on amd again with her bat off —befure you know her.
And sometimes you need to be intreduced to her every time
she gets a new bonnet. To tell yon the truth, gentlemen,
the developmients of civilisation are so confusiny that I don't
wee how anybudly ia going to be identified if it goes much
farther.’

* I puess we'll always know you.’

‘I hupe so—1I hope so. You shall be my friends just the
same when [ reach that pinoacle of fame——’

* How are gou soing to get theie?

* Hoshi ! You see that rall of paper?
piece, Bomeday——’

* Tell us about it.”

* Some other time, geatlenien. 1t is very depressing be-
hind the scenes of a theatre at a great play. Fancy Theo-
dora in & smsll square room with walls sll stained, seated
og & stonl before a looking-glass about two feet mquure.
Trunks all around, skirts thrown oo one side, dresses hang
ing up, an assortiment of haresfeet, powiler pufls and camel’s
hair brushes on a little board table, with a piece of cloth or
u piece of paper covered with powder andl shades of rouye,
ansl little spetm of black where she has [aid the implement
she haa nsed to pencil her eyes aml eyelrows, Stranye,
wentlenen, i the thought that thespirit of a great Einpress
can develop iteelf, even in this eramped-up, disorderly,
cubiliyhole, pod that ; woeman can apring from this motley
wathering of sublunary and practical detaila of peravnal ap-

That is my maater-

rance o carry an  audience into riect illoaion
Efe‘tmgi.e passion. o to! After all, Lhrlmell and the
flavour are all we want ont of the dantiest viands ;
thers is a plain, ordinary, everyday patent for freezing ice.
¢renm, and it is only the cook who never eats with any
comfort, The Howars grow out of the earth ; nobody cares
to look npon the wine when it is sonr; the beauty of the
Borgandy is sometinies killed by the taste of the cork;
everything in life is illasion and the illusion of the moment.
CGod ba good to us! the tive senses ure oll we have, and we
«an’c trust them alwaya®

* You are pessimistic.”

* No; only I thought as I watched thin beantiful ereature
posing before the glass in the green-room, how much illa-
sion thare was in the world, and bow much attraction thers
could be in things, if only they bad been created so.  If thin
vision had been genumine, it might have cheered my lonely
longing for the lovely, but it made me feel sad, that the
beautifol eould be sc unreal, the uonreal so beautiful.”

‘ 5he seems to have hit you pretty hard with that rose.’

*No. Bhe is a product of the drama, the drama is a pro-
duct of her. Men and women have never been satisfied
with the way they Lkave been created ;: never will be. Most

ople are satisfied with themzelves, but they are not satis-

ed wich other people. So they develo dramatinste to
create people that agreed with their imagination. When a
dramatiat does that he makes money. hen he doesn't he
is no good. 1)ramatiats created new figures, actors dreseed
them up, and the dreering became popular. When the
dramatists found that ont they created more people that
could be dreesed ap. Fven ald Shylock was never so popu-
lar a9 after Henry Irviog wade him a swell financier. And
nuw the people in playa are more dress than character—just
a8 they are in real Life, for that matter. Uentlemen, the
modern drama is a kind of ‘spring opening,” and Sarah
Bernhardt leads the world of millinery almost ms muoch as
she leads the world of acting.’

The rose fell from hie button-hola as he gesticulated. He
stoo and picked it up. He looked at it for & moment.

t Bee,” he eaid sadly., ! Har rose has powder on it too.”

Aud be picked up his hat and his manuscript and
wandered out into the night.

PETER ROoBERTSON.

REFORM IN WOMAN'S DRESS.

A MOVEMENT was atarted over forty years ago to agitale
reform in woman's dress. The lirst attempt in the direction
of reform was made during the epring of 1851, when the
* Bloomer costume’ became guite common in some localities
not only on the street but in the New England factories.
In Boston an editor of that day states that in walking from
School-strest to Boylstan-street, which is not over half a mile,
he i:m:nt-ed thirty-swo young ladies dressed in the ' Blocmer
atyle. -

We have reproduced here an illnstrated portrait from a
fashion book of July, 1851, about which the editor states :-—
“The enﬁmving which we give herewith oor ariiet bas re-
presented from life, it being the portrait of a lady who
passed by our office up Tremont- &
street, and repreeents her dress pre-
cisely as she wore it. It wam a
regular ** Bloomer,” and created not
a little sorprise and excitement
among the lookers cn.” He further
states that “in anticipation of the
general adoption of thia mode of
dresa we see that & New York honse
has recently transmitted an order to
Paris for an invoice of dress goods,
with & deep border on the side.
These goods are intended for ladies’
short dresses, and the width of the
eloth will ¢comprise the lepgth of the
akirts, The skirt comes a little
below the knee and buttons in front ;
the waist is cot plain and also
buttons in froot. Le border ex-
tends around the ekirt, aod in front
to the button of the waist, the latter
being cut to bave the border form
the leiter ' V.” The trousers are
maide loose, gathered into & band
at the ankle, This will prove a
change of dress indeed, but we do
not look to see it generally adopted
by any means. The presa have enconraged it because it is
sc bold and laughable ; public taste will scon condemn it,
however.’

Wa reproduce this matter at the present time because the
subject of reform in dress is being agitated extensively, and
an innovation is proposed during the coming seazon. It
makes little differenca how sucees=sful it may be ; the ques-
tion of reform in dress will continue to be agitated, simply
because thereis roomr for euch a reform, especially among
factory girls. The long skirte are dapgerous, berides being
no oroament to the wearer; and it is surprising that some
geniue has not long before this devised a factory dress for
giris, as most factaries are now rupplied with googdmsing-
roonis, it would be & very essy matter to don such a dress,
and remove it when leaving work. A dresscould be devised
that would be much more comfortable to the wearer than
the one now worn, and much less dangerona when working
around gearing and shafting. We are living in & progressive
aype when sentiniental notions are being buried withony re-

ret, and some one should take hold of the matter of the
actory #irl's dreas and devise sonething that will ba more
appropriate for their work.
he * Bloomer costume' was ridiculed ont of existence.
If & lady had sppeared on the public street on & bicyels,
riding the same as & man, at that time, sha would no donbt
have been mobbed. Yet the editor of this paper cen sit on
the piazza any summer evening, and eveu on Sunilays, and
perhapa count one hundred ln«.Fieu riding bicyclea precisely
the saine as 8 man, and no vne now notices them, for snch
ia the aye we live in, and such is the conditivn of progress
in the human miond, I can remember back to the year
1845, when a child, that & genius devised & wooden bicycle,
[)ellmpa it had fuur wheels, perbaps three; but straoge as
t may seem, it was not safe for Lim to appear on the pub-
lic atrees with this machine. He had to weit until dark
and steal Away inte the country, otherwise his machine
would have been broken and the rider probably injured. —
Awmerican Mrchange,

SCIENTIFIGC AND USEFUL

[ —

EFFECT OF LHGHT ON MUSCLEX.

M. D'ARSONYVAL has recently suceeeded in atimulating
muscles by means of Jight. ” A fresbly prepared frog's
muscls was snddenly illnniinated by the light of an arc
lamp deprived of its heat rays by iraversing & lons of a
solution of alum. The muoscles showad a sliyht tremor,
and when thes investigator further mnuoted 11 on s skin
diaphragm atretched over a funoel, the tremors aceompany-
ing_each impingement of the light emitted u soand which
could be heard 1B the funnel.

A REMOTE FOSSESSION OF THE WESTERN KEFUBLIC.

Mr Iran Petroff, the United States special censms agent,
has been engaged in taking the census of the natives of
Nunivak Islund, in Behting Sea, in 60 degrees N. latitade.
He found the population to consist of over 600 natives. It
was previously soppused that over 300 people occupied the
island. Theie are no white men there, and the natives live
in & most primitive style. Their only food is the Hesh of
the walrns, and their vnly wealth consists of ivory obtained
from the toeks of that animal, There are a few land otter,
bub, apart from these, the natives catch no fur-bearing
animals.

SMFLL OF PLANTS.

The inveatigation of the inflnence of external factors on
she smell of plants has shown that the direct and indirect
intloence of kight iz of most importence in the formation
and evaporation of the etheric oils on which perfome de-
gemh. The odour of strongly iragrant Buwers is intensilied

¥ heat and light, and is lessened 1n darkness without quite
disappearing. ~ When the whole plant is deprived of light
the vnde which were before prety well developed yield
fragrant lowers, the others are scentless, while if the Huwers.
alone are darkened, all are fragrant. Certain plants upen
their lowars and smell only by night, but when these are
kept continuously in the dark they in course of time lose
vheir scent and wlso their starch. When light is again ad-
mitted to them, they regain both starch aud fragrance.

ARTFIFICIAL BAIN.

The Scienfific American is rather aceptical as to the re-
liableness of the reporied resuita of the rain-bringing ex-
periments in Texas, and says:—*It is true a downponr
often follows a ciap of thonder ; but this does not prove the
rain was produced by the concussivn. (n the contrary, we
koow that rain probably reaults from the cocling of
moisture-la‘en mir, and simulianeousiy electricity may
sppear. Hence in thuonderstorms the aerial concuesions
are mosb prubably the results, not the eanee, uf raio forma-
tion. Nuatore works op a vast seale in producing rain ; and
it is idie to suppose that the burning vi & little expliosive
watter can nuaterially affect the boundleas atmosphere of
the skies. In & certain sense it may be claimed that rain
always follows an explosion, since all atmospheric chauges
are successive. lf to-day is fair, fire a gun, and it will rain
either to-morrow or some following day. 1f to day i= rainy.
fire a gun, apd it will be fair either to morrow or afterward,
There appears to be just as much eense in appropriating
pnblic muney for expiosives to produce dryness in Alaska
a8 to make rain, by similar means, in Texas.

A MAN WHO SHEDS HIS 3KIN.

Dr. J. Frank lately reported to the Chieago Medical
Society the case of & man who periodically sheds his skin.
The zliedding began in his first year, and has since then oo-
curred regularly every July. He is taken with feverish
tremors, increasing almost ro paroxysms, He undresses,
lies down, and within a few minutes the skin of the chest
begins to turn red. The redness rapidly extende over the
entire skin, and the feveriah tremors conlinne uninterrnpted
for aboub twelve hours. Then he rises, dresses, and walks.
abount in perfect health. The skin now begins to peel, and
ten hours later it comes off in great patches, 1010 the
arme and legs it caa be peeled off exaetly like glovea or
stockinge. As the old ekin comes away, a new epidermis,
aa soft and a8 pink a8 & baby’s, is revealed. This new akin
in very sensitive; the patient has to wear softened gloves
and moccasing for about & week, After the old cuticle has
been entirely removed, the linger and we nails begin o drop
off —new nails literally ¢rowding themn out. Finally, the
change is completg, the man has u new erkin and & new vu-
fit of paily, and is ready to return to the mines. A ladyin
Washinglon County, Nebraska, who is 39 yeara old, hes
written to Dr. Frauk that since 1876 she has had a like ex-
perience every second or third year.

Mr E. Giles, of Bombay, reports that he was standing one
bot moroing in the purch of bis honmse, when bis atiention
was attracted by a large dragon-Hy of a metallic-blas cvionr,,
abeot two and a-balf inchen long, and with an extremely
neat fignre, which was croising veckward anu forward in
the poreh in an earnest manner that seemeil 10 show he had
some special object in view. Suoddenly be alighted at the
entrance of a amall hole in the gravel, and began to dig.
vigorously, sendiny the dust in small showers bebind him.
*1 watcied him,’ says Mr (silea, * with great attention, and,
after the lapse of about half & minats, when the dragon-Uy
was head and shunlders down the hole, a large and very fat
cricket emerged like a bolted rabbit, and aprang sevaral
feet into the air. Then ensued & brisk contest uf bounds
and darts, the cricket springing from side to side and up and
down, and the dragon-Hly darting at bim the moment he
alighted. It waslooy odde on the dragon-Hy, for the ericket
was too fat to last, and his eprings became slower snd luwer,
till at last his eneniy succeeded in pinning him by the neck.
The dragon-Hy appeared to bite the cricket, which, altcr a
strugyle or two, turoed over ean hin back and Isy mutionless,
either dead, or temporarily senseless. The dragon-ily then,
withent any hesitation, seized him by the hind legs, dragped
Lim rapidly to the hole out of which be had dug him, entered
himself, and pulled tha cricket in after him, aod thep,
emerging, scratched some sand over the hule and llaw away.
Time for the whole transactioa, sy, three minutes,’
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A DRAMA OF THE BOSPHORUS.

—_—

T was my fortune to be & spectator, in
somewhat peculiar cireamstances,
of the last at drama enacted on
the shores oFr:he Boaphorus in the
early suommer of 1876, | was
ataying at the time in the house of
a wealthy Englishman in the neigh-
hourh. of Constautinople. The
houee, which atood on the crown of
& hill, bad been built originally as
one of the numerous kioeks or rayal
pleasare - houses that jewel the
shores and hills of the Bosphoros,
and had been bestowed as & gift by
Sul Abdul-Medjid opon his Ger-
man head gardener — from whose
family it was lessed by the host—

and was known as the Bagtchevanbashinin Serai {Head

{iardener's Palace). The building and grouunds, after the

maaber of all royal kioske, were surronnted by a lofey wall,

and wera separated only by a nsrrow road and another
great wall from the grounds of the Seltan's favonrite summer
palace of Yildiz. So close were we, indeed, to our august
nejghbour’s garden that from eur upper windows we could
by ﬁay cateh Heeting glimpses of birds of gorgeous plumage
in the Sultan's magnificent aviary—a madel of the Syden-
ham Crystal Palace; while at night our rest waas not
infreqnently brokean by the roaring of the beasts in
the imperia! managerie or the screams, of the royal
peafow! that perched upon our walla, Un one eide of
us stretched a dreary desolate ravioe strewn with
rough stones that lay seattered in  such chaotic
confusion, much bleared” irregular heaps, that hardly

a apot of intervening groonnd showed between. This was

the cemetery of the great Jew colony of Ortakeui Village,

to whose landing-stage we daily journmeyed down & rongh
broken road. Ancther road—a narrow stone-paved lane
ahyt in by the towering walla, on the lefc nf the Softas

Medressé, on the right of Yildiz Gardens—led down to the

Mosque Facing the great gates of Chiraghan Palace Im-

mediately below ns, at the foot of the steep hill, atretehed

the radiant front of Chiraghan itself—the Sultan’s favourite
residence ; the dazzling whiteness of whose marble walls was
lit up by bright gleama of colowr from its crimson curtained

windows. . A
Oun one wide of Chiraghan the tapering minarets of the

Ortakeoi Mosque pierced the aky. On the other side the

huge structure of the Dolmabagtche Pulace, ormate with

every beaatiful design that architect and seulptor might
conceive, Iay veiled from ua on onmr hill by the towering
cypreases and blessoming fruit trees of the Yildiz Gardens,

Al around my host’s house were scattered the dwellings
of various functionaries whose dnties kept them day and
night in elose proximity to the palace ; and here were, too,
80 many caracols, or gunard-houses, at intervals all round
the walf; of Yildiz that we in our neighbunri;dg kiosk were
always surrounded by a ecordou of soldierﬂ. ith all these

people however, great and small, the

was on excellent terma. The general of division in com-

mand of the troopa quartered round the palace habitnally

passed one or two evenings each week In my hosntess's draw-
ing-rooms, where he would sit for honrs, amoking inces-
santly and uttering perhaps one word per cigarette. When
at length he withdrew, late in the night, we were wont to
watch the dancimg lanterns of his escort ss the Pasha
plunged and etumbled down the rogged roadway of the hill
towards his quarters in Ortakeui. Anocther frequent guest
we had, whose pame has been moch mentioned in the course

of the present erisis. Thia gentleman speaks Eoglish like s

native of Clapham ; where, indeed, he was edncated with a

wamber of other pashas’ sons, at & achool kept by a gentle-

man named Balam—a fact which eaused the Moslem boys
to be known everywhere as Ralasm's asses.

The friendliness of these powerful pashas made the sym-
pathies of lesser Ery easy to win. Their natural prejudices
once overcome, the lower order of Turks are the most amia-
ble of peopls, Glled with kindliness and native courtesy
that shows no study.and bas no formality. -The children
of the English house were speedily on-terma of amity with
tehaonches, and with the

beys and aghas, effendis and
ga¥denera,n , and kesp that th i the palace
precincte.

1t was on the night of the 29th of May, 1876, that the
firet act in this Bosplorus drama was played. Some few of
the Englishmen then in Turkey, who were intimate friends
of Midga.h Pasha, had known that a movement was being
organized to depose Abdul Aziz from the throne of the
Caliphate. His removal bad been decided by a secret
souncil of Ministera, headed by Midhat and Huesein Avni :
and the fetvah of the Sheikh-ul-lslam hed been given, sauc-
tioping the measure. But no one knew when the plan was
to be carried out. I[ndeed, as we learned = few days later,
no time had been fixed, nor any definite programme decided
an, when it became imperative that whatever was to be
done muet be done at once. Huewsin Avni, the War
Mindeter, held the arniy in the hollow of his hand, and was,
of course the head and front of the conspiracy. Then sud-
denly the Sultan, in a moment of sanity, became snsapicions
of Hussein Avoi. He decided on the 28th of Msy to dis-
miss him, and sommoned him to_the palace for that pur-
pose. This being mo, the War Minister had but one thing
to do. It was now a question not merely of saving the
State bot of saving himself, and the wings of bis patrictism
quivered with eagerness in the wind of his personal appre-
henrions.

YWith us in tha house on the hill the eveniog of the 28ch
of May had d in its vsual slumbreus fashion, Uar
friend the Pasha had paid his customary visit, and we wera
not anduly astonished when, on taking leave, he announced
an intention of visiting the guards around Yildiz belare
seeking his quartera. @ had, indeed, all of us besn lung
in bed before warning of the impending event was given us.

At about two o'clock in the norping the household waa
aroused by & great outery. Simenn, the kaponjee, or

sorter, rushed into the hall, shonting to us to get np, as the

uckn had risen sgainat the Christiansand soldiers weremarch-
ing on the house. There was, perhaps, some fuint aprlogy
for this statement, as the prospect of such & rising hasd been
for months » current boqlc. We all leaped from our beds,
and in the quaint apparel warranted by the occasion, flucked
into the ball to take counsel. There, Bimoun and his son
¢hristo, our Croat guardians—their waistbands bristling

English family .

with knives—were busy loading guns and pistols in
anticipation of & Gyght. They were prepared to defead na
sgsinst all comers, snd even suggested opening one of the
gates 8o a8 to get the better at the foe. Whaen it became
spparent that we ware not attacked, their disappointment
wae keen, and their distress at being barred from shooting
any one was evidently geanioe. The coniage of onr other
attendants shone witK a more feeble flame. Evanthea, n
cook-maid, plunged into wild hysterieal invective againatthe
enemy, which was not easily stifled by pillows and hartahorn.
Antonio, the Maltess covk, fled to the cellars and, there
locked in, emptied his revolver intu the ceiling, natil, over-
powered by emotion, smoke, and sulphur, he iell fainting to
the ground.

We left the hall and the women in charge of our valiant
Uroats aod crept to a little summer-house, hidden in over-
hanging foliage, built half-way up the garden-wall, in which
was & barred window. In truth, an army was niarching
past our gates, As we watched, column after columa of in-
fantry tramped by over the uneven ground and down the
oariow lane leading to Chitaghan. The men marehed in
abaolute milence, broken only by the raitle of a eartridge
box when 4 soldier stumbled sinong the deep ruts of the
stony road. By-and-bye we opened & little door in the high
wall of the garden and zought to mingle with the troopa
Bat we found oar egress barred by a sentry—a friendly
guard from the eatacol—who enjoined us to keep within
walls, as thers was ¢ work to be dnne.’  There was nothing
else to do ; so we folluwed this adviee and mounted to the
flat roof to watch thence, a8 we could, the progress of events,
For some time we saw nothing but the oecasional glimmer
of the bayonets ae they disappeared down the lane lealling
to Chiraghan, At last the onward How of tronps slackened
and ceased. For a time there was silencs. Then, after an
interval that seemcd endless, the black front of Chiraghan
waa suddenly spangled with twivkling lichta that flashed
fron1 window to window, settling aiter s while here and
there, until broad spaces were illuminated. Glimmering
lighta, too, Hashed out over the silent waters of the Bos-
phorua ; the gla.ah of oars fell on our ears; and at length,
just as the first prey of dawn broke over Stamboul, a
muffled murmor of many voices was boroe to us across the
water. Then, as in rome fairy tale, the lights were extio-
guished, the palace-windows were blotied oae by one from
our view, the murmur of voices ceased, and calm and silence
once more reigned around ns.

The summer morning grew older anid blushed into heun!.y,
and Stamboul woke slowly to the life of another day. No
one warching that peaceful awakening would have guessed
that in the night just sped a mighty revolation had passed
aver the empire. Yet 30 it was. Not a sbot had been fired ;
bat in those brief hours of darkness she destinies of Turkey
had been roughly remoulded. Abdal Aziz had been hurled
from his thtone and lay a captive in his own barem. Poor
feghle Mourad, his brother, had been dragged from his bed
in Dolmabagtche by stern Hussein Avai, and, wild with
fear, expecting instant death, had been thrust, half clad,
into & state barge snd conveyed to Stamboul, to be recog-
nised and acclaimed by the assembled army. . . ..
The conspiracy was successful. The revolution was accom-
plished, and Turkey had a new master—whose name, was
to be not Mourad V., buot Hussein Avni Pasha.

The avents that se gquickly followed on this night's work
need no recording here, be ao-called sunicide of the ex-
Sultan four days later, the sad fate of his favourive Circas-
wian wife, and the wild attempt of her brother, Tcherkess
Hassan, t0 avenge his master’s death and his sister's wrongs
are matters that must still be preseat in the minds of Eng-
lish peeple. It chanced, however, by an accident, that I

~was to witnesa tbe final scene of this tragedy. This was
enacted on the 17th of June, two days after Tcherkess
Hassan had mordered Huesein Avni and Raschid Pashas in
the War Miniater’s privete boase. It was soon after day-
break, and [ was riding homeward across Stambounl from
St. Stephano, where I had passed the night—a qniet bath-
ing-village on Marmora shore, soon to be celebrated as
harbouring a Grand Duoke's srmy and giviog a name tv a
treaty of peace. As 1 neared the old bridge I noticed
that a great erowd was gathered on it. T was horne
along by the throng ontil I neared the Galata shore,
and here the ecrnsh was greatest and the erowd
stood motionless. Soldiers were drawn up around the
great gateway of the bridge, on which all eyes were
turned in expeciation. Soon there approached, and halted
benesth the tall arch of the gate, & waggon surrounded by
an eecort; and in it, stretched on a inattress, lay the
emaciated sod bloodstained body of & men. The soldiers
lost no time over the work they had to do. The two ends of
8 rope, passed through a great ring in the keystone of the
arck, dangled close at hand, and one of thesa was made fast
about the ceck of the recumbent ligure. A few briek pulls,
hand over hand, on the slack of the rope ; & deep groan from
the multitnde ; and Tcherkeas Hassan, not the mesanest of
all the actors in this great drama, swinging high above the
headsa of his conntrymen, waa left to play Lis part as an ex-
l.(mple in the aight of all beholders.— By an English Reai-
clent.

FINE LADIES.

THERE are ladies and ladies.-.ladies who are gentlewomen,
aond ladies who are fine ladien ; and the termes are nob con-
vertible. Un the contrary, it seems to me that they are
guite opposed to each other, and that, ms the urne gentle-
woman is never the fine lady, so ja the fine lady never the
true gentlewoman. Finu-lml{ism is & disegse of long and
steady growth, but of specially rapid development in these
lnter days. Thera nover was a time—save perheps duriog
the reign of the Fourteenth Lonis and onwanrw the French
Revolution—when women made it so confessedly a point of
pride to be absolutely less to th 1ves and Lheir genera,-
tion as they do aow—never a time when the highest test of
ladyhood waathe lowest mark of womanhoud. Indeed, just
in proportion to the apread of the new doctrine called the
Dignity of Labour has heen the fine lady’s abhorrence of
the very miildest forms of practical usetulness ; Aol in exact
ratio with the advocacy of the theery of emancipation has
been the proof of her untitness for ite practice. Fioe-ladyirm
ignorea both work and cuties. A hine lady is one who
imagines herself to ba born into thia great, anffering, toiling
wa:fd of onre for her own plessure only ; and in nowise fur
more tham this. What relations she holds with her feliow-
mau or woman she holds fur herself, not for hin—atill less
for her ; for such goad Anil Advantage ma she miay be able to
draw out of tha association, but in no sense whatever for
any goo that she can beatow.

A FLOWER BALL,

A VERY wuccesaful Hower zocial was held in connection
with the Eiwin Quadrille Assembly. The idea was taken
from an interesting article in the NEW ZEALAND GRAPHIC

some monthr age, mnd the writer thereof must take the
eredit for initinting this pleasurable pathering, giving =
hint and a few particnlars as o how & Hower sucial sbould
be managed. In all good enterprizes how often has yonth
taken the lead, and in this matter it has been the pivneer.
It ia titting, 1 think, that it rhould have been so, fur what
in nature 1s s sweel And jovous as & Hower, or the * fresh-
ness of youth? The spectacle presented to e on enteriog
the Mason c Hall, Newton, was an iaspiring sad tooching
one, Like a throue, which any Fairy Queen might have
been proud ts occupy as she dilected with her magic wand
the Jight-hearted tays in their movements beioie her, the
upper end of the hall was arranged, * Studded with dianwnds
aud decked with gems, the riciest of Flora's treasnre.” The
ring—fur, of conive, the orthodox [aities mu»t only dance
within a ring—was tormed by a slack rope of Huwers, droop-
iny at intervals, runniong round the hall and connected with
the arms of the throne. 'The chandeliers were prectily
festooned —dulling the edge of pruinuling remembrance,
borne on the sight of the gas-jets, that we were living not in
the days of Spenser, but in the cold, prosaic nineteenth
century. The ceiling was so draped ithai the pars un-
covered seemed like tne moon-lit blue of heaven xhowing
through the eanopy of some leafy bower, But if the
surroundings call tor so much notice, the actors in the scene
deserve inhinitely mwre attention. KEuch lady represented a
Hower, & wieath, or & Hural device, whilst every geatleman
wore a lady's favour.  Pretty nearly every eeasonable
Hower was present, the vnly one conspicnous LY ils nbaence
being, a3 far as [ could see, that orphan-luoking wall- Hower.
Baut this variety is never seasvnable, is it, Bee? The luor
was all that could be dasired, whilst the music of Messrs
McEwen was splendid.  1i there are " sermons in stones,”
and * bouks in ronning brooks,’ there is language in fowers 3
and very eloyuently was that tougoe employed during the
eveniny. The supper table was a sight to behold.  Glass and
silver-ware, sparkting inm the gas-light, contiasted pretiily
witl the greenest of ferns. Hiding in mossy beds {like
the modest violet of our schoul-days) were puolden
oranges, whilat riring in  the centre, and shielding
many toothsome and dainty - looking sweets and
froniv, were some of the most beantiful Howers that
could possibly be proeured in Auckland. The foliowing
are & few of the tloral dresses worn :—Miss Lediard, white
evening dress sprayed with honeysuckle ; Miss De Jongh,
black iace and red roses; Mrs (Uaptain} Moller, black
silk and marguerites ; Miss Gerrish, eveniog diess of pale
green lace, pale pink roses; Mr: A. Scott, Huck lace over
purple, tnnmmed with viulets ; Miss Wooley, white iawn,
trimnned with wild roses; Miss J. Phillips, white, with
pink ivy geraniums, beantiful boujuet; Mixa M. Taylor,

ink with forget-me-nots; Miss Kidgate, white, bride roses ;
Miss (i, Risdgate, pale blue ‘and white atripes, lovely pansy
bougnet ; Misa 3, McNieol, white lawn, pink ivy geranioms ;
Miss Uonaell, cream nun’s veiliog, red and white ruses;
Mies J. MecNicol, comtlower muslin, spraye of wild owers ;
Mines Whittington, pink satin, whiteand piok ivy geraniums;
Mrz Lrown-Brown, red and white reses; Misa Lockbart,
white dress, blue ribbon, white seraniums; Miss Evans,
grey satin, corl black roses; Miws N. Evans, white roses
and pink geraniom: Miss Austin, biack tulle with cream
roses ; MNiss Trail, pink, ivy geranioms; Miss Moncur,
white lawn trimimed with roses ; Miss Moore, white miuslin,
blue ribbon, eream roses ; Mies Long, reil, and white ruses ;
Miss Sinclair, pale pink satin, timumed with clematis
blossom, pretiy coroneb of hawthorn; Mies Maisden, black
satin and black lace, marguerites; Miss Edmonds, grey
satin, pearl necklace ; Mm Spragy, pale blue nun's veihng,
honeysuckle ; Miss Meclllwain, white wuslin, Maltese lace
collar, laige basket of Bowers; Mrs Collingwood, white
evening dress, red roees falling from shoulders te the waist ;
Miss Caivert, white, with white daieies; Miss MeDuttin
(Thames), white evenizg drees. The Hon. Secretary, Mr
F. C, Bazses, acted a8 M.C. during the whole of the even-
ing, discharging the duties of this oflice in a most pleasing
and szijsfactory manner. —CONTRINUTED,

SANDRINCHAM YiLLACES,

A T charm of the Prince of Wales' estate at Sandring-
ham lies in the thuoglitful beneficent eare that in shown for
the housing and wellare of the emnployés.  The three villages
un the estate— Babiogley, West Newion, and Dersinghanm—
when the rince acquired the property, were types of the
primitive Nuorfolk village, so well deacribed in I}r. Jessopp’s
' Arcadia.’ ‘The houses were tnimnble down hovels, and the
farm labourers, who only received 9s a week, could not read
ur write, and had all senee of self-respect erushed out of
them. Now everything bas sullered a change, aml West
Newton will challenge comparison with any model village
in this or any other eonntry, The cuttages are su substaa-
tial and nice, and set amid such Lright gardens, that any-
one of nioderate meansquite envies the ocenpiera their happy
lot. The church hae been elaburntely resiored, a canteen,
reading-roow, and library erected, many miles of new road
opened, and the common atretehing towards Babiogey
has been entirely changed in appearance, and nade beanti-
ful by extenvive plantavions. A tall tower for the supply of
water has been erecled, end alsv & cottage hospatnl at
Babingley. It in small wonder that whenever the D'rincesa
drives her ponien throongh the village that a eordinl ' Ged
bless her’is murmored with every deep curtsey fromn the
mothers and the red-cloaked schoul girls.  The village folk
all believe that the psalmist wrote in his haste, like another
oft-gucted aphorism, *Pul oot your trust in princes.

Wolverton Chureh and village aleo are excesilingly well or-
derel, as indeed a village ought to be where the convallaria
is fonnd wild. A hackney siud has been establinlied here
for the benefit of the tenants, to which everyone will wish
succesa, if aocinlinta like Tom AMann, and thieorints like Mr
Byke Aeland, had reen, lhike the present writer, the
changes for the better that have becn wronghs flom pre
gomlwill in theas villagex, they wonhl be less sure of their
cry, * Perizh the lamb system.” The Il'rines of Wales'
example in this marter has heen and in being followed by »
areat nnmber of uther Inndow ners.
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SPATOLINO,

THE

Lo o ]

BRIGAND.

ANY yeam ago the npame of Spatoline was
a terror to persons whoae business or pleasnra
led them to traverse the country in the
neighbourbood of Home. Thia famouna
brigand, who ruled the raads of that district
for eight years, is 2aid to have been the

scion of an ancient family. He was a robber of the melo-

drarnatic type—handsonie in person, fearless of danger, and
of & physique muscular and sinewy to s remarkshle degree,

There was & sublimity of impadence in some of Spatoline’s
exploits that lent a dangerous charm to the profession of
brigandage, and brought more than one noble _youth to an
ignotuinious end, The a d of the *coinci ! will
serve to iltustrate the character of the man.

An Englishman of wealth was about returning with hia
tamily to Florence. He engaged a courier abont thirty
yoard old, who spoke several languages, and had been
travelliag from one end of Europe to the other nince he was
a boy. The Englishman’a family eonsisted of his wife, a
grown.up danghter, and a mon, aged about fifteen. Tha
courier ndvisog the travellers to be prepared for all con-
tingencies, stating that he himself always went armed to
the teeth, besides makiog his postilions carry loaded pistols
io their belts.

Shortly before the party etarted on their journey, a
French gentleman, with whom they had become slightly ac-

usinted at Home, anked permission to sccompany them.
® was & very gentlemanly person, and the travellers
gladly availed themeelves of the opportunity to secure an

intelligent travelling companion. N
As they were rolling along in the heavy carriage, the

conversation turned naturally upon brigands. The English-

man related & story on the subject.

¢ Four or five years ago,’ said he, ‘a friend of mine waa
robbed snd taken prisener by a band of brigands on this
very road. They took him away to the mountains, and he
regained hia liberty only after a tedious negotiation for a
good round sum as ransom. Thie gang of bandits was,
shortly afterwards, dispersed on information given by my
friend. He told me that a French officer, stationed at
Rome, was active io porsning them, and that he was in-
debted to that gentleman for the recovery of valuables that
he would not have liked to lose. His name was Roberts.’

¢ This is & coincidence,’ said the French gentleman with a
smile. ‘I am the French officer who commanded the party
by whom the gang was bruken np, and here is the gold
watch presented to me en the oceasion by your friend aa a
souvensr. See hare—* ¥, Roberts to his friend Leon Des
Champs.” Wa did not catch the chief of thebrigands, though.
His name, I think, was Spatolino.’

* Another coincidence | cried the handsome courier, now
for the first time joining in the conversation from the
box of the carriage. ~“Another coincidence —1 am
Spatolino. Hand over your effects !*

The pistols of the travellers were snapped at him-—but
they only anapped. His duty as courier was to look to the
fire-arows, and he bad done so effectually. Now the posti-
liona dismoonted, and, standing by the carri windows,
<ompelied the luckless travellers t¢ haud over all their valu-
shbles, after which it was but the work of a moment to un-
harnesa the horses, with which the three robbers gallo
away, leaving the travelling party alone, in a horseless
carriage, and at a point at least ten miles distant from any
place where assistance could have been obtained.

* Honour among thieves’ is a saying susceptible of more
meaning than nne.  Spatolino professed to have a deep sense
-of honour. This was the rock upon which he splic.

Finding it impossible to cut off this redonbtable brigand
by force, the authorities had recourse to stratagem. hey
put npon his track an active and sagacious officer of police,
whuse nanie was Angelo Rotoli, to whom = large bonus waa
promised far the eapture of Spatolinog, dead or alive. Rotoli
obtained an interview with the brigand chief, by cauning it
to be intimated to him that the government wished to
negotiate with him. They met each other, by npﬁv]ﬂintment.
at a certain spot. It had been apreed on, beforehand, that
both were to come anarmed, but Hotoli violated this clause
of the agreement, on which Spatolino upbraided him
vehemently with having brokes his word of honour.
Nevertheless he listened to him, The proposal made by
Hatoli was that Spatoline would receive a free pardon on
condition of delivering up all ki aceomplices. The brigand,
who Liad amassed s fortune, and was weary of his dangerous
calling, apgreed to this, farther atipulating that his wife,
also, 6 ol:id be exemrpted from arrest. ¢ Bring with you at
eight o'clock to-night,’ said he, * twenty gendarmes and a
troop of peasants, and I will guide you to our stronghold,
i pustrust your word of hooour, hewever, but hereby
promise o pay you two thodsand crowns if you carry oun
our agreement to the letter.’

Ratoli, having made his arrangements, went with his
gendarines to the place of meeting, where Spatolino soon
wade his appearance. A tedious and circuitons route at
last led them to & lnnely houee in the mountains, where
they halted, and, on a mgosl given by Spatolino with a
[:ecnlisr whistle, the door was opened to them by hia wife, a

and but line-looking , who had long been

& partner in the crimen of the reckless brigand.

‘T have brought you some new cumrades,’ said Spatoline,
* the soul of hobour,’ to some eight or ten brigands wha were
steated round a table, at supper. This disarmed suspicion,
and at & sign from Rotoli, Tns men threw themselves npon
the robbers, and handcuffed them in a trice, whilst he, him-
salf, seizing Spatolino by the neck, pressed the muzzle of &
Eiaml against his temple, threatening to pull the trigger if

e made the least attempt ta struggle with him. aver-
theless, the brigand mmfa & desperate resistance, but waa
overpowered and put in irons. 'Is this your word of

honour?' said he to Kotoli; * fool that I wan to trust in a

plebeian like you 1
A_alight explosion now attracted the attention of the

ndarmes to the woman wha bad nearly blown up the

hsane, aud all io it, by setting a train to 8 keg of powder
that lay in & eurcer of the room.  Her purpose was failed
only by the accidental circumstance of a wet apat on 1he

Hoor, by which the train was cut off. She, too, waa placed

in iroos, as the tigress was perceptible in her avery move-

ment.

The whole gang was warched off o pHison, A eommis-
aion was appoioted to take evidenoe in the wfaii, befure
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which more than four hundred witnemses were examined,
and the inveatigation brought to light some of the most
frightful detaila of assassination and robbery that ever have
been placed on record.  Spatolino, with eight of his aceom-
lices and his wife, was tried in the crimioa] court On
gaing asked whether he had any remarks t¢ make, he
and said : * T am guilty of all the crimes that bave been Iai
to my charge, and many more ; but the worat thing 1 ever
did was to trust to the honour of s low fallow like Rotoli.’
Spatalino was executed, with some of his accomplices,
and hia wife and the others were condemned to imprison.
ment for life,

A
UNMUSICAL ENCLAND,

I wAs the other day at a great concert given by a great
violinist at St. James's Hall. The riolinis%lwn applauded
—people came there for that purpoee. An exquisite song
of Schumann’s was exquisitely sung, bot created no effect.
Annther song of no special merit was poorly sung, but the
singer had & high, & very high (I wish it had been an im-
possibly high) note, which she sported at the end with a
regular equeal like & pig in exfremis. Bhe was encored
raptoronsly. Voilg !

iocd people, you know no better, but do not eall your-
selves musical.

I was at Roesini’s ¢ Stabat Mater,’ aleo at St. James’s
Hall. Tf there is one thing the English hear more often
than another it is Ttossini’s * Stabat Mater.” They may be
supposed to know it by this time, if they know anything,

It there ia one favourite piece, it is the * Cojus animam,’ [4

have heard it on the street organs; it has also heen tumed
into a waltz I') At the close of * Cujos animam '’ there is an
exquisita phrase or two—jnst a few bars, which, in the ears
of nusici who app the Italian echool, is worth the
whole song,  With the singer's last nota on that apecial
octasion {and I appeal Lo concert-goers whether the practice
is uot frequent) down came the applause, and that exqui-
sitely harmonious close was completely drowned! Dear
peéople, you know no better—the singing man had donpe,
and you did not eare for the finishing off —good 1—bot do not
¢all yourselvea musical.

I attended s Monday Pop. It was in the palmy daye of
Joachim and Madame Schumanu. Sims Reeves was an-
nounted. Maud waa going to come into the garden mpain
that night. I eat rather low dowu, behind two respectably
dressed men—one had evidently bronght the other * to hear
Sime Reeves’ Madame Schumann was playing her hue-
band’s aublime piancforte quartet. The friend listened at

firnt, but at last he whispered to his coppanion :

*Why don't he some on ¥ .

*Who?'

*'Why, Bims Reaves.'

¥ 4)h, wait a bit ¥

S0 he waited. The second movement n ; the third —

‘I say, why are they allowed to go on all this time ¥

* Well, I don't quite know ; wait m bit I .

Close, smid some applause—in which onr friends do not
join heartily.

Then follows a violincello sonata by Piaiti and Madame
Schumara,

* Where's Reaves ¥

* Oh, he sin’t quite ready, so they have sant thess two on
to make a noise—keep it up, you know—till Reeves comes.
They t of no account, you know ; wait a big I'

B0, at !ast Sime Heeves comen on, and is received with
salvoes, in which our friends join heartily. Tt was a night
when Reaves aaved himself—opened his th—phrased
Ferlaetly. But, evidently, thers was not enough 7or oar

riends’ monay. Une or two chest notes at the end, and all
waa over ! Blank disappoint oA, pp R

¢ Well, that's & jolly sell ! Come on ! I wish we'd gone to

the Hoxford ' And off they weat.—Rev. H. B. Hawris.

t—

SHADOWS.

984 p0WS of the morning. on the way !
Shadows of the morning, fresh and gay 1

Shadows of the morning like a maiden’s tear adorning
For her bridal—oh t Eow 800D Y& Faes away !

Shadows of the midday, conl and calm,
Shadown of oasis, and of palm !
‘Where & weary pair are resting, after heat of desert blest

m
Airs that wander in thoxe shadows, hreathing baln:.

Shadows of the evening, how they fall t
Sombre, dark and heavy, like n pall t
Slow at first, they quicken ; then they thicken, thicken,
thicken,
Till they rush npon us, myriads, veiling all.

Shadowa of the midnight, dark and drear !
Shadows of the midnight, franght with fear |
But for hopes we fondest cherish, faithe we dare not lat ta

perish—
Uh ! ye awlal, awful shadows ! And so near 1
. A.G.B

SUTHEKIAND FALLS, MILFORD NOUND, OTAO0, NEW EZEALAND.
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A MARIRE MISTAKE.

. 'VE got it,’ snddenly exclaimed Freddie
= Delamaine, Hioging away bis cigar-end,
and bringing down ﬁil hand bhesvily on bis
friend’s knee. R

*Got what? said the other, eyeing him
doubtfully, and shifting his chair so aa to
put a little additional sapace between them,

*Why, an idea, of course. Look hera,
dear boy. Theres noother way out of the
ess yon're in. You muost marry ¥

* Marry be hanged ! replied Mr Marma-
duke oconey, peevishly. *Who the
deace will marry me, with the Jews at
m{ heels, and less than & * monkey ™ to
. ¢all my own in the world?

* Have yon tried your uncle again

* Yea, f told you I had. The old brute ia immovable.
First he awore I ahonldn’'t bave another sixpence while he
lived, then he raved for half an hoar about dissipation and
the rest of it, and ended st last by showing me the doar.
He looked beastly well, too, confound him ; so it'a all ap in
that direction.’

* Very well, old wan ; yon are at the end of your tether.
An [ said before, you mnst marry.’

1 And, as 7 said befors, who the dence will marry me ¥

THE BARREN PEAKS, MILFORD SOUND,

*Oh, lota of girls. Youn're not such a bad-looking chap,
you know, Marmy, although yon do curl upa bit wheu a
womsn looks you in the face. But any sort of girl won't
do for you—you want one with money, and that's what yon
have to find.

tThat's what I bhave to find,’ repeated Marmy, grinning
incredolously.

* Oh, you'd pever find hor, if you were left to yonrself;
lomebodly will have o do it for you, so I suppore I must.’

‘ You, Freddie ¥

* Yes, dear bay. 1 ratherthink I can put my hand on the
very thing yon want, Yoo remember oll:i Covington ¥ ~

' Rather ; rum ¢ld chap, beastly rich. Died last year,
diduo't he

1 Yen, that's tha man. Well, he left a lot of his mone;
in troat for his niece, who was under age when he died.
This year she has come into her money, and I happen to
know that she is staying st Eastbonrne with my friendsthe
Wileons. She's your girl, Marny; the very thing.’

* Yes, yes, old chappie, it sounds all very well ; bot what
will she say abont it ? Suppose weshall have to coneult her
firct, eh ¥~ And Marmy chuckled feebly at his own powera
of sarcasm.

*Ob, that'll be all right, Gear boy.
call-it never won fair whatv's-its name.
c¢o but to go in and win.’

* But I don't even koow tha girl."

' What & fellow you are for raising obstaclenT 7 know
her, dop't [T It'a all ca.nﬁ' enough, Come down with me
to Eastbourne, and I'll call on the Wilsons aod introduce
you. Wieh I could stay to see you through ; but you know
I've promised to ba off to the moors with old Grindley next
week, 10 we'd better atart at once. I you den't pull'it off,
it will be yoor own fault, mind, oot mine.’

Faint what d’you-
There's nothing to

‘The next dey fuund the two frisads somfortably ynar-
tered st the Yueen's at Eastbonrne, and in doe course the
Hon. Frederic Delamaine paid his respects to his friends the
‘Wilsons st their pretty villa in_Devonshire Place, and in-
troduced to them and to Mise Ethel Covington bia specisl
and particalar chom, Mr Marmaduke Mooney. Having
thua accomplished his frlendly miasion, and baving re-
mained a day or two to watoh over the ripening of the ac-
quasintance ke had been at such pains to ioitiate, Freddie
took himself off to fultil hin engagement with Grindley and
the moors.

* Stick to it, Marmy, old chappis,’ he aaid, as he shook
handse with his friend at the rmilway station. *UOnly yoar
econfounded shyness of women can stand in the way now.
You've got the field all to yourself, and if you only make
the moat of your opportuniiies you'il be able to send me
news of victory before I come back from Scotland. Ta ta,
and good luck I'

To do Marmy justice he did make the most of his oppor-
tunities. At A seaside place, where everyone congregates
morning aftér morning upon the same hali-mile of promen-
ade, there is no ditficulty in bringing about daily accidental
rencontres with unfailing regularity, and Mr Moonay, de-
epita & certain inviucible nervousness in the presenca of
iadies, soon contrived to ingratiate himeelf with the Wilson
party. He found Miss Covington an agreeable and de-
eidegly good-tooking girl, whose only perceptible drawback
was a certain staid and rather prim air that did not render

OTAGO,

hin task any esaier of accomplishment, and that threatened,
at best, to © prolong the sgouny ’ over an inconveniently pro-
tracted period. Marmy noticed this with some concern, for
he eould not afford te wait indefinitely for the prospective
sharer of his fate and defrayer of hia debis.

Howaver, despite her tendency to what Mr Mooney, in &
letter to bia friend, deseribed as the ‘ maidenly rererve busi-
ness,’ she at least showed no dislike for his aociety, and in
the course of one or two excwrsione, in which he was invited
to join the Wilson party, he managed to quietly shnw her a
good deal of attentiom, which ebe did not appear by an
means to resent. Afternoon tennis at Devonshire Pﬂl'ﬁ
afforded him further opportunities, of which he was not
glow to avail himeelf, and in the course of a fortnight he
began to flatter himeelf that he was actually on the high
road to success in the attainment of the object which his
friend had set before him.

Juet at this time, bowever, there wan forwarded to him
from town a letter of threatening import from one of his
largest and most dreadfol ereditors, which convinced him
that it was & case of * now or never,’ and that further delay
would mesn ruin to his chancee. He mmuet try his luck at
once, he decided, as he fung the letier on the breakfart
table and savagely decapiteted an egg. Yesterday, amid
the venerable bricks of Huratmopceanx Castle, ehe had
weemned to appreciate his altentions with more than ondinary
cordinlity ; end, besides, nothing but disaster conld come of
further postponement. Yee, it should be to-day.

A couple of hours later he was pervouely pacing np and
down the hill by the Wish Tower, wondering how he ehould
tind or nake an opportunity for the monentous declaiaticn.
After much mental disturbance he decided that 1}evonahire
VPark in the afternonn would afford the most likely chance
for an unobserved téte.d-téte. In the meantime, be would
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keop away from the Wilson party, lest his nervousness
ahonld romehow betray him, ~But what should he do to

help kill the tima? And he made his way down to the
bathing machine that wtood in tenpting array on the beach
jusi below him. He bhad missed his wsual ‘dip* belore

reakfast that morning oh acconnt of the ruughness of the
sen. and & tussle with the waves now would iovigorate bim,
and pus bhim in good form for the fateful business of the
afarnoon.

The sea still locked & little angry as he stepped into his
machine, and the hoarse voica of the charioteer who jolted
him over the shingle warned hin: not Lo ¢enture ont far un-
less he was & swimmer. The warning waa & neces-
snry one, for Marmaduke was not & good swimmer.  As he
climbed rather cantiously down the ateps of the machioe
into the foaming billows below, he rather wished that he
had hit upon some other way of ing hia time. Neo
sooner had he reached the bottom of the steps than a big
wave broke upon him, dashing him against the whee) of the
machine with such violence as to leave him half-stunned.
Before he could pull himeelf together, mnother wave taok
him, and he socon found himself receding from his machina
and drifting helptesaly through the surf, dazed by the
buffeting he had received, and wholly unable to direct his
course, To recover the machioe and get back within ita
shelter at all cost was the object of hin struggles, but being
short-sighted, and having taken off his e{eg]m with the
rest of his ordinasy apparel, it was ditlienlt for him, with
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the water streeming from his bair, to diccover his exact
whereabouts. At last, however, his desperate eflorts wers
rewarder, for sfter what seemed a prolenged interval of
battling with the rude waters, he found himeeli facing a
maching with the number *5" painted boldly above the

ortal., It was the pumnber of hizs own machine, ana, hail-
ing the diseovery with joy, he made hin way with diflicnlty
to the stepn, climbed eagerly vp them, and purhed open the
door. As he did 20, a sight met hin gaze Lhat eeensed 1o
petrify him with horror,  Hapging from the varivus peps,
and scattered aboot the seale of the miachine, were sundry
dainty garments whose delicate laces and fiills told of no
masciline proprietor, and there, cvouched in a corner, with
a look of wild desperation on her face, a hali-stitled ecieam
on her lips, and a bath towel in the alann of fear canght up,
spread wide belore her, was Kthel Covington, the wirl te
whom he waa to have proposed that afterneon,

A little later in the dsy an expresn train conveyed to
town a hagpard, dejected-looking wretch, who corled him-
self up in the corver of & compartment, aml secied to
shrink from public uotice. Since then, Maimaduke Mosney
has been through the Bankruptey (ourt, and Ethel Coving-
ton has beeome the wifa of & Celonial Hishop

Now that we have a plentude of rain mnclines won’t

some penins please arice and invent sviething that will
fully hail a & re

In these dlayr Cupid dresses in negligée attire and swings
in & hammock. He lovks like An i-ﬁer, Lut he is as bury as
& humming-bird in a rore ganlen,

A sure nigh that the door-bell s going to ring—wlen you
are the only voe in the house nnd nre in the bath-iub,
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IT is curious to note how every year tha feeling of solidarite
is growing among the English-speaking peoples. Half a
century ago, when there were no Australasian colonies
worth consideration, when the United States had little maore
than a third of their present population, and a sparsely-
peopled Canada was half in revolt againat the ruling powers
in England, it woald not have entered into the mind of the
most optimietic thionker to predict the developmeut which
would take place among the English-speaking race, and the
greater good feeling which would now penatrate the whole
body. At that Lime the Mother Country and her seceded
danghter, Columbia, were not on the best of terms with one
ancther. Isolation and estrangement had originally contri-
buted to accentuate differences hetween them, and to a
great extent gave rise to the war of the Hevolution and that
of 1814.  On looking Lack in the light of our present liber-
ality of knowledge we see how improbable such occurrences
would have been under the present dispeneation, and how,
with more frequent intércommunication, the narrow views
which tend to induce misunderatanding and rupture between
those of the same blood are each year becowning loet in &
wider aympathy.

Much as new countries may resent the eriticiem of
travellers fron: older societies, the frequent appearance of
these passing conunents alone indicates the interest which
in taken in them. Curionaly enough, directly after the
second war between England and the United States in 1814,
there began to spring up & literature of travel bearing upon
the latter and proceeding from the pea of the ubiquitoua
British glabe-trotter, who was even seventy years ago not
to be deterred from exploring the mysteries of the Unknown
West by the difticulties of travel. The Americans seem for
many years to have contented themselves with absorbing
their idess of the mother country through the English
literature ttanamitted across the Atlantie; but the know-
ledge of the peculiarities of America, in the absence of a

native American lterature and the present system of news-

paper correspond , was yed to the Hritish Isles
penerally by one of those restlesa spirita snimated by the
old roving instincte of Haleigh and of Drake. (iradually,
by this means, the growing democratic party at Home grew
to take & deeper interest in their free brethren beyund the
Atlantie, a process which was vaatly accelerated by the
growing popularity of the writings of Americans like Wash-
ingtom, Irving, Longfellow, Prescott, and Mrs Harriet
Beecher Stowe,

It will never be known bto what extent the Federal States
owed the neutrality of England during the War of Seceassion
to the influence of these writers. All well-wishers of the
Englirh race who recollect the imminent danger there was
of Englanl assisting the Coafederate States to rend the
('pion asunder in 1863, cannot but be grateful to the
memories of the above-named authors. The pen iz mightier
than the sword, and the human race owes a deht of grati-
tude to all those who have exerted their inHuence to link
mankind together by the invisible but electrical chains of
aympathy. Only the other day in the protest of a nuniber
of intlaeatial peraons at Home ag t the i lated re-
fusal ta receiva the Austcralian cricketern we see & delight-
ful indication of this sentiment, to which even the recently
much-abused articles of tliese colonies by English travellers
nminat have contributed their quota of intluence.

1t is & remarkable feature of the age to note the extent to
which popular sporta tend to create s cominon fesling among

those of the British race, and this tendency increases with
each succeeding year, The Americans who formerly

neglected open-&ir p are fast changing in thix respect
and the American papers are foond rejoicing over the de-
velopment of cricket in Philadelphis or the presence of &
scion of Columbia in the Cambridge eight, just as might
the Ausatralinn. OF course, the procesa does not escape the
gibes of the Yankee presa-inan, who is only too delighted: to
have a fresh object on which to exercise his wit, and the
growing Anglo-mania in the older States comes in for some
hard knocks at his hands. Similarly vn the other side of
the Atlantic rabid English jourpals, from time to time,
raise a8 ferce tirade againat or & gqrerclovs lament over
the Americaniring of English instit over the i di

tion of London with Ysaokee cousine, and the terribly free
ideas which young English women are imbibing from
that source, even unto revolting agsinat chaperonage and
ridiog upon bicyeles. Amsisted by a fow fashionable
marriages, the American girl is fast becoming the mode with
the English middle-class womsn, and while la belle Awmeri-
caine infusea something more of dash and independence into
the fair Britisher, the latter does not fail to impart some-
thing of her softness of manner and speech inte her dashing
cousin. Thus do the various sections of the Hritish race
scatter over the globe, and baving garnered experience and
developed new characteristics, come togather again and ex-
change ideas to their matoal benefit and improvement. - -

* Bhe never told ber love, bot sat like patisnce oo o moou-
ment,’ says Shakespeare, and 20 in every gencration there
bave been many women who have realised the fallacy of the
saying that everything. comes to thoss whe wait, who have
waited in vain for a proposal from the man of their heart.
if nfter all they have conaented to link their lot with an-
other, the recollection of the man they did not get will
alwaya loom up regretfully in moments when the existing
spouze fails o realize the expectations formed of him, and
he sinks by comparison with a past ideal. Hard statistica
represent the existence of laws operating everywhere, even
in the region of romance, and shows us how the number of
marriages are dependent upon the price of corn, and how s
cegrtain percentage of recreant bachelors and stranded
spinaters can be predicted at any given period. The grow-.
ing scope of science tends more and more to narrow the
domain of free-will, bat in the province of match-making it
might still be possible for women to give a practieal con-
tradiction to the apparently inevitable by getting up and
patting on the armour of * cheek.’

Uf cheek there are, of counrse, all degrees, and if & man
ia to be compelled to falsify the doctrine of averages in his
person, the lady who is going to illustrate her superiority to
the lawa of neceasity, and is bent upon teking him prisoner
in epite of his being predestined by statistics to go free,
must regulate her artillery-practice accordingiy. Base
tigures show that after twenty-five 8 woman's chances of
marryiog decrease by about one-third, bat this atill leaves
a wide margiu of opportunity in any individual instance,
nnd if audacity on her part should pot be productive of
success, it can, at all events, afford her much more pleasure
than aelf-auppression. Napoleon used to Dbelieve that
the advantage always lay with the attacking party, and,
indeed, notbing is more calculated to create faint-hearted-
ness and end in failure than passivity. Unlortunately, the
whole tendency of female education hitherto bas been to
inculeate pasaivity and make feigning in women a kind of
second-nature. No wonder that they are at last rising and
defying Mrs Grundy, and did they only realize what =
coward and hypocrite that old lady is, they would bave been
much quicker to strike.

As for men, they are nol muth better than Mrs {irandy,
and they are terribly frightened of tha onslaught of a fea-
einating woman, beeanss they know that one of that aex
never wastes her strength for naught. Men can sit down
and commnne with the lowers aud enjoy the fragrance
these inreneibly distil with impartiality upon all around,
but, unlike the Howers, the Jady who will condescend to
charin & man for any lengih of time gratuitonely is yet to Le
discovereil. No bill will be delivered, no formal account
presented, but aiter the lapee of & perlod uf ecatany,

mild blies, eojoyment, or mere satisfaction, the sense of
obligation will be riveted npon the onconscions dreamer,
and he will be coroered in soms way or another, mad
made to render a passing, or possbly a life-long service.
Even onder the present defective aywtems much has been
effected in this way. When the new regime ia inangurate:l
it will be a question for men to consider whether anything
ahort of absolute Right will avail. Poeaibly the time may
come when thay will be seen belatedly invoking the aid of
Mrs Grundy, and sighing for the good old timea when they
conld dodge the ladies behind her ample akirts and frowning
brow.

Mr Rudyard Kipling was struck by the political precocity
of New Zealand. Even an Englishman accustonied as be is
to the exci t of slecti ing, ia inclined to note the
“liveness’ of politics in this young land, and to an Angle-
Todian the tendency must seem very much more pro-
nounced. The system of British Government in India is as
purely antocratic in theory as is that of the Rossian Czar or
the Emperor of China, and ia & remarkable example
of the way in which & demoeratic peopla bhas been
obliged to adapt its methods to the requirements of
oriental nature. Sinea the lodian Muotiny all that is
best in the British intellect has nnited to devise the
moet righteous and benevolent form of despotic government
which the worid Las ever seen. There the most liberal
views hardly won in paat ages by the advanced section oi
mankind are enforced in so far as it is safe and equitable for
the benefit of a childlike people.

Much as it is the custom to scoff at the pertinacity with
which England holds on to her Indien Empire, she is ao far
right in that it is goite as bright & jewel in her beed-roll of
fame as either America, Canada, or Anstralgsia. If in the
latter ehe has proved how she can snccessfully people the
waste placen of the earth, she hasin the former demonstrated
her capability of solving a problem in attempting which
Imperial Home lamentably failed. Compare the way in
which England has treated Indin, even under the imperfect
regime before the Mutiny, with the blood-sucking methods «f
ancient Rome towards her tributary provinces and the present
rottenness and repreasion of the Rassian autosracy. Persons
who have lived long in India asone of the dominant race, ac-
yuoire sentiments, benovelent certainly, but nevertheless de-
spotic. Their maximis‘all for the peoplethrough the Govern-
ment,’and it workeso well for everybody in India that theyare
apt 1o regard the political vagaries of Euoglishmen else-
where as absord, entirely forgetting that it is throngh
such tentative processes in the past that the beneficent
spirit in which ‘India is governed has been evolved.
There are even reactionaries in cur midst who are in-
clined to conirast the prompt and lordly methode of the
Indian Government with the hamblescramble manner in
which Government procesds here, and would have us revert
to a modified form of Crown Government. This ia & wild
notionakin tostopping time by arresting the hands of thaelock.
The appearance of over-government in tlese colonies is s
sign of intellectun! life and intelligence in the population
itaelf, who seek ta’stumble upon a solation of the guestions
which perplex them and thus work, ont their own jsalva
sion rather than rely upon others to do it for them.

- THE FIRST KISS.

SWEETHEART, twas but & while ago—it scarce seema yes-
terday,

Though now my hair ie white as snpow and yours is toroing
grey—

Thbat, walking in she twilight haze, when bright stais
blushed above,

Youltolﬂ me that you loved me and I kissed you for that
ove 1

The firat kies, dear, and then your hand—dear band, so soft
and aweet !
Far whiter than the white, sweet sand that twinkled "neath

your fest—

Laid tenderly within my own. Have goeens such lovely
hands ?

No wonier that the whip-poor-wills inade sweetar antamn
lands !

Iv negmu]i‘ to-me that my poor heart would best 4o death vr
reak.
While all the world, sweetheart! sweetheart !
ninging for your sake.
And every tose that barred the way in glad and dying

soemed
grace

Fnr;zfnl‘, ita faded summer day, and, leaning, kissest yoor
ace !

[ envied nll the roses then, and all the rox
That blosecined 'neath our feot are ulilf
Yeaterdays ;.
But i:hir:ilxiug of that first aweet kiss and that fimt elas) of
ands,
lLife's whip-pour-wills sing sweeter mow through all the
autumn lands.

ways
my life's bright

FRAXK L. NTANTON.



THE NEW ZEALAND GRAPHIC.

681l

AUGKLAND.

Dear Bek, DECEMBER 1.
The Choral Society gave the fifth concert of
their season in the Cihoral Hall before a crowded and
fashionable audience ; indeed, quite a quarter of an hoar
belare the performance coumenced there was not a vacant
seat in the large bailding. Cowen’s beautiful cantats, * The
Sleeping Beauty,’ was the work performed, and 8a the can-
tata is quite new to Anckland, more than ordinary intereat
was taken in the performance. The wusic abounds with
orchestral diflicalties, but is also sweet and tuneful, and al-
though there were imperfections, still the society ara to ba
<congratulated upon the success achieved, The solos were
entrusted to Mras Kilgour (soprano), Miss Reeve (alto), Mr
W. Martin (tenor), and Mr Archdale Tayler (bass), Mr
Martin undoubtedly being the moet successful. Professar
Schmitt condocted, and Herr Louis Totschka led the orches.
tra.  During the interval the orchestra gave a delightful
rendering of the overtore of Zebra. Mren Kilgour wore a
becoming gown of pale pink sabin veifed with white net,
white kid gloves, and gold sod diamond ornamenta ; Miss
Keeve wore a beantiful dreers of soft shimwering white
sillkk, with & moderately long #&rain, white kid gloves,
and carried a beautiful bonquet of crimson Howers.
‘There was a full attendance of supranos and albo_a, yrho_nll
looked well in their white ar cream gowns, and distinguish-
ing colours of blue or crimson. Amongst the andience
evening and plain dress were about equally worn. 1
noticed Mra Stevenson, in a rich black silk gown; Miss Carr,
resty pink gown; Miss Hamlin, stylish black eveningdress;
ﬁ[m élark. handsome black silk gown ; Mrs Ware also wore
a beaatifal black silk evening dress trimmed with jat ; Miss
Harrizon, pretty pink evening dress ; Mrs Ackinson, black
silk gown ; Miss Atkinzon locked nice in & white dreas and

battercup yellow sash ; her sister wore pale blue veiling;

Mra Laurie, black silk gown ; Miss Gill, pretty black gauze
evening dress ; Mrs Fisher, creani veiling guwn; Mm F,
Earl, black silk and lace evening dress, the shou[dars and
aleeves of lace ; Mra Huodson Williamson, mby silk gown
with full frent of eream silk ; Misa Williamson wore a
pretty long white clonk with cullar of astrich feathers ; Miss
Slator, handsome pale blue silk eveniog dress ; Mrs Upton,
black silk gown ; Miss Uptor, peat fawn costume; Miss
Hall, black lace evening drees; Miss Bakewell, hecoming
blue cashmere gown with front of cream chitfon ; Miss Biss,
black evening dresa, cream cape; Mrs J. Coe, handsome
black merveillenx gown; Miss Edwards, pretty biscuit-
coloured costume : Miss Rin Edwands, cardinal net gown,
and stylish cream Tudor cepe: Mrs (Colonel} Pawson,
handsome black silk gown, gold ornaments ; Mrs Donald,
pretty flowered silk costume : Mrs Tewsley, beautiful helio-
trope gown ; Mra Johnstone, black costume ; biss John-
stone, pretty pink veiling gown, with trimmings of ruby

lush ; her sister wore dove grey with white trimmings ;

iss Kilgour, pretty biack evening dress; Miss Puckey,
dark costume ; Misses Shirley-Baker were respectively at-
tired in lemon-coloured veiling and pretty heliotrope even-
ing dresses ; Miss Moss-Davis wore & becoming blue silk
evening dress with white laca trimmings : Mrs Cattanach,
crimson silk gown with trimminga of plush ; Mrs Bunby,
beautifuliyembroidered plush mantle,and pretty little black
and gold bonnet ; Miss Bioney, light costume and sailor hat ;
Miss Fisher, dainty white muslin gown ; Miss Anderson
{Parnell), ruby velvet gown, the square cut neck and short
sleeves finished with cream lace: Mrs Hendeison, black
silk gown, black bonnet; Miss Ienderson, fawn costume ;
Mies Milne, rich black silk gown; Miss Philcox, pretty
light dress, plush mantle : Mrs Houghton, dark silk cos-
tume : Mrs H. J. Edmiston, pretty fawn costume; Mis
Brown, rich black silk gown trimmed with jet; Mise Rees,
pretty white dreas; Mra J. M. Dargaville, handsome Utack
silk evening drees richly trimmed with jet; Miss Chapman
luoked well in cream ; Mra Lewis, stylish black costume ;
Mra Thompson, all black costume ; Mra Durrien, pretty
white evening dress ; Mrs Masefield, black siik gown, by
plosh mantle; Misa Devore, black evening dress, and
atylish crimson t.hreequarber-m‘}e: Mise Dunpett, black
aitk and lace evening dress ; Mrs Tlompson, handsome black
ailk gown, lovely lace collarette. i )

The Choral Society's orchestrn give the first cuncert of
their season immediately in the Choral Hall.

The Bland Holt Company now playing at the Upera
House have certainly no reason to cumiplain of want of
patronage, for nightly the lower parta of the house are simply
crowded to excess, and many, in order to obtain a good
seat, are content to wait a full hour for the performanca to
commence: The dress circle has only been moderately

atronived, Bod evening dreas has almoat been conspicuous

y its absence. Amongst those present in the circle and
orchestral atelly were Misa JMoss, wearing s very pretty
cream gown ; Miss Percival, wine coloured cortume trimmed
with milk, and pretty white hat; her sister wore a dark
green gown trimeed with fawn ; Miss Dunnett, dark gown,
and gam hat ; Mrr Haines, all black cortume ; Misa John-
atone, fawn gown ; her sisterwore grey; MraJohnatone, hlack

" gpown, and small black honnet; Mrs \W, Culpan woresll black ;
rs Archie Clark, Llack merveillanx gown with trimmings

of lace : Mea T. W. Leys, preity gobelin blne costume;
Mrs Joa. Ansenne, all black ; Misa Hrett, pretty greyish-
blue dress trimmed with velvet ; Mrs Gamble, stylinh slate-
colaured cashmere gown trimmed with ribbon velvet, amsll
bonnet with velvet trituminge ; Mra Coutts, handsoms black
silk mantle, black bonnet; Mis Barrett, fawn satin coe-
tume ; Mias Wilkie, atylisk black Howered coatume; her
sister wore & pretty pink gown trimned with emtroidery ;
Miseen Firth, Hght grey costumes, gam hats ; Mm Waleon,
black milk costnme ; Miss Watson, pretty white dress ; Miss
Yhore, grey skirt and white silk blouse, gem hat ; Mrs (Dr.}
Lewis, atylish black gown with revers of black and white
matarial, railar hat; DMisses Murchie, very pretty grey
gowns with grey feather trimmrings ; Miss Scots, pretty
white dress ; BMisa Davis looked well in creanr; amid Miss
Johnetone, pale blue.

The result of the recent examination in mmwsic for the
medals pregented by the (lonntess of Opalow, and alao for
the exhibitions otfered for competition by the Amateur
Operg, Club, has just been wnnounced. The successful
competitors for the Countess of Unslow’s medsls are Mr J.
H. Phillpot, 1et ; Mr McGinley, 2nd. The winners of the
Amateur Upera Club’s_exhibition’s first year students are
Misa Harding, lat; Miss Harper, 2od. Second year
studenta: Mr W. F. Farbes, let ; Mias Law, 2nd. The
exgminations were conducted by Mr Thomas Wood under
the auspices of the Auckland University.

The annual industrial exhibition in connection with All
Saints' Sunday School, which was held in the schoolroom,
proved a great success, and the school funds should in eono-
sequence be coosiderably augmented. In addition te the
uumerous exhibits entered by scholars for competition, a
large number of articles were rent for exhibition by teachers,
parishioners, and friends. The tables were prettily ar-
ranged, and amongst thuse taking part in attending, ete.,
were the Misses Oawald, Merritt (2), Wooedyear, Gill,
Devore, Fielder {2), Mesdames Calder, Usmond, and others.
The exhibition was held on three afternoons and evenings,
additional attractione being given at aight by musieat
selections, Maypole dances, dramatised songs, Amacnn
marchea, March aux Flambeaux, farces, apelling bees,
stocking-darning competition, boot-cleaning competition,
and a number of other amunsements.

A very pratty wedding took place lately at the Chafton
Road Wesleyan Churclr, the participante Eeing Miss Mary,
foarth danghter of Mr C. Laver, and Mr B H. {Harry)

Froude. Mr Laver gave his daughter away, and the Rev.
W. Lee, pastor of the church, performed the ceremony.
The church was filled with friendx and acquaintances, both

bride and bridegroom being very well known and respected.
Mr Hooton very kindly attended and played the * Bridal
March * as the party entered the charch, and as the happy
couple passed down the aisle at the ronclusion of the cere-
mony he gave the ¢ Wedding March' in splendid style.
The bride lorked very sweet in white nun’s veiling trimmed
with lisse lace, ora.nge-bloaaoms. and ribbons, pietty tulle
veil, The bridesmaids were the Misses Alice znd May
Laver, and Lizzie Froude, each becomingly arrayed in white
nun's veiliog with white and blue ribbons. Mr W, Bollard
was best man. The wedding breakfast was partaken of
fby l;.Im eompany, humbering forty, at the house of the bride's
ather.

Mirs James Hardie, of Hemnuera, invited a large number
of ladies to afternoon tea to meet Mrs Davideon, of Napier.
The afternoon turned outa very enjoyable one. Amoug the
ladies were Mes C. C. MeMillar, Mrs T. Brassey in red
silk ; Mre W. F. Buckland, in a lovely black silk, and jet
black bonnet with pale pink Howers. Some of the dresses

“were very handeomie. Mra Davidson sang '3y Dearest
Heart,' and Mise Carr * The Garden of Sleep.”

1 musat not clnse withont deseribing a few very attractive
walking costemes L have neen recently, Mrs Tewsley wore
a very beautiful gown of soft cream material beautifully
embroidered with co'oured silks, helintrope, I shink, beingr
the predominant eclour, dainty little bonnet to correspond ;
Miss Zeenie Davis, pretty vienx rose costume, fawn hat
trimmed with vieux rose Howers; Mrs Thiele looked well
in a black skirt, and white spotted shirt and Llie, gem hat:
Misa Thiele wore a pretty muslin dress, and black ganze
hat trimmed with Howers ; Mrs A. J. Entrican, very atylish
grey cambric gown with large white spots, grey hat ; Misses
Coleman, %;etta_ dove grey yowns, white hats trinmmed with
feathern; Mra J. L. Wilson, handsome green gown braided
with black, black lace three quarter eape, and dainty little
honnet ; Mrs Whitney (junr.), pretty white spotted tambone
muslin gown, silk dust coat, biscnit-volonred hat trimmed
with feathers; Miss Dixen, very etylish mourning costume ;
Mre Joa. Owen, handsome black mierveillenx and laee gown
with white chemisette, black lace hat with white tips ; Mrs
Basil Thompson, grey cambric gown, white hat with grey
ﬁosanmer; Misu Astley, pretty fawn dress, with black lace

at.

The weather is delightfol for afterncon tem out of doors,
and though our invitation to Alberton did not convey the
wi fresco idea, yet when we remembered the temipting
grounda, we sesolved on getting *a little atroll in t]lem’
anyway. A verylarge number of ladies turned np. Gentle-
men as a rule, are not suppused to care abuut tea, bot a few
put in an appearance during the afterncon ; more came as
we drove away. Not being a Saturday, of course very few
could lenve town, though the attiactions of a charnin,
country house, strawberries and eream, to say nething o
onrt diliondaire hostess, Mra A. K, Taylor, and her chatming
daughters, proved well-nigh irresiatible. Wetalked a little
in the drawiug-room, snd listened to Missa Ema Thom-
sun's excellent rendering of the I'rima Donna. Tlien we
overflowed on to the balcenied verandah, thence down s
flight of stone eteps to the lawn and Firat fountain, whare
splashing sounded particularly cool and inviting. The
tennis lawp was unoccupied. Why, Tdo not know, except
that it was oot a tennis party. 1lown the terrocex we

wandered o another fountain, gaided hither by the svund of
music. It wax s fairy.like lllﬁ pretty, coming frum s lane
urange-tree close beside tha water. Someone spoiled the
charm by discovering it to ba s musical box ingenwusly con-
cenled in the glossy loliage. Thenece, fired with a laudalle
curiosily to get to the buttom of thiugs, we atrulled
down the orchard slope to the damp, cool spot
where a hydraulic ram foreed the water Bp to the
house and fountains. That was poetical anid ureful too.
Now for art in anothe:, even more prosaic fuo We must
all be clothed, and we like to know in what garmenta our
friends arrayed th Ives, on an ion like the present.
Tu begin at the bepinoing then, oar bustess lunked ver
farcinating in n widow's cap, and black grenadine with hig
lace sleeves; Miss Rerr-Taylor and Miss Mildred wure
pretty Howered gowne, o eau-de nil shaide prepomlerating,
white hata; Miss Violet, in a becoming greenish froek:
Mrs Richmond, black satin, mauve hat with feathers; Mry
J. M. Alexander, greenish-gray gown trinnned with velvet
ivy leaves, apricot ¢chilfon and gold boonet; Mrs Motion,
black satin and bLlack lace, with an old gold bonnet ; Miss
Larkins, who was present with her father, wore a navy blue
eanibrie, bruwn hat ; Mrs L. D. Nuthan, & miznonetie green
silk with black lace, hat and parasol ex swife; Mm W. R,
Bloomfield, lonked extremely well in grey cashmere, white
vest, grey hat with feathers; Mirs Atnlerson woreastylish grey
check. white veat, biack braid ; Mratiabriel Lewis, biack satin;
Mra Hainez, black cashmere; Mrs (Major) Gieorge, handsome
buek «ilk, old guld bannet with variously eolvured rilibous ;
Mre Dignan, grey, and btack hat ; Mrs Payton, cream, hat
with feathers; Mrs Moss Davis, yrey cashmeie; and her
daoghter, ¢ream and pale green delaine, eream hat with
feathers ; Mre Bloombield ( Paroell), black silk ; Miss 1sancs,
neat black cashmese, hlack hat : Mrs Rattray, fawn silk,
with smbe lovely gerahinma fastened in her dress : Miss
Davis, black. lieally 1 eannot renmiember Any more dresses,
there wera so any pretty ones, but [ will mention
eome of those present. Mrs A, Carrick, Mrs {Cap-
tain} Worsp and daughter, Mra Sam Morrin, Mm
Bankz and daughters, Misses Bucklands, Mrm Firth and
danghters, Mrs RBull and dauphter, Bblisses Baker,
Mrs Seymour {ieorge and dauvghter, Mre Hesries, Mrs
Ware, Mra Huck and danghters, Mrs Goodbue, Mra Me-
Millar, Mrs Colbeck and daughter, Mrs J. B. 1lussell and
Misses Kuesell, Mrs (Dr.} Lewis, Mise Whitaker, Ars
{Chambers, Mra Pritt, Mra A. Nathan, Mrz Broham, Mrs
Farelle, Mra D)argaville. Mes Dathie, Mrse Hansom, Mis
{P'rof.) Thomas, Misses Mowbray, Scherff, Rookes, Bornes,
Masefield, Lewis, Devore, Upton, Kempthorue, Evans,
Bellers, Mra Mitchelson, M A. Clarke, Mrs Uphil, M
Gould, Mrs Carr, M Suttie and Miss Suttie, and others.
Amonget the few gentlemen, who are quite a novelty at an
afternoon tea, | saw Major (ieorpe, Measra (V' Horke, Lock-
hart (2), Ansenne, Gilmoie, Hossell,Colbeck, Sykes, Clayton,
Dufanr, and ot hers,

Mrs (Major} George, * Wapiti,’ Fpaom, gave a very enjoy-
able afternoon tea. Ik wax, 1 believe, in honour of Mrs
(lolteck, who is down from Kaipara staying with her siater
for the Christuas holidays.  (der hostess was frocked in s
pretey Howered delaiog, while Mya Unlbeck woreared siriped
cashmere.  Amonget those present were Mrs Hroham, grey
and brown casbimere ; Mrs K‘alker, black lace idress, black
velvet bonnet ; Mrs Lawry, bine delaine with white lace,
toque with cornfowers; M 1. Walker, grey cashinere,
tonue with eornfiowers and feathers ; Mrs Goudlive, green
cashrere, green satin trimnings, black hat with brown
fenthers ; Miss DBaaks, fawn eashmere, white velvet toyue
with roses; her sister, yrey cashioere, large grey hat with
feathers: Mrs Arnold, grey check, white togne, Miss
Mowlbeay, brown cashmere ; Mra (Capt.) Colbeck, Llack
ailk ; her daughter wore A pretty fawan cashmere ; Miss
Barstow, black eashmere, black lace hat; ier sivter wore a
black delaine ; Miss Binks, gray and striped shot silk, white
hat tritnmed with Howers ; Miss Horne, navy blna delaine
with white lace, black lace Lat; her sister wore grey, and
lavender veet ; and othars I do not remember.

L'p here we are all s0 sorry to hear of the intended de-
parture of our popular Governor and bis {'vunteas. Their
unaffected interest in this colony, and their gracious, un-
}mtrunizing manners have won all kearts. We are looking

orward with plessnre, deeply tingerd with 1egret, to seeing
them in January.

Inlinenzn is wot nearly so bad hers a8 in other parts of
New Zealand. 1 have, as yek, leard of no very severe
cases, anid trnst we shall escape as lightly an we have
hitherto ilnne,

MunigL.

NAPIER.

DEAw BeE, NovEMBER 23,

The topic of last week was Mra Sheath's con-
eert. 1 will endeavour to tell you of it. The Theatre
Koyal was well llled and great taste wasdisplayed in dresa-
ing the stepe, which for the time was converted into & regu-
tar fairylami. Mr E. H. Bold was niost sueceasful with the
limelight. A capiwal orchestra assisted, Mr C. P, Shenth
conducting, and Mr Herbert Xpackman olliciated aa leader,
There was a atrung chorus of sixty voices, and they sang
well. Special praise is due to two concerted pieces, The
overture to * Masaniello,” by the orchestia, and ‘1 Know a
Bank,’ sung as a dnet by Mrs Sheath and Misa Large, The
orcliestra played wellin the overture, * Bronze Home," and in
* Tannlhnuser March’ (Wagner). The best piece of work by the
chorue waa io the opening of the concert when they sang * ()
Balmy Night' ([Junizetii), and * War Sung of the Draids?
(Bellini). Miss Bowes gota well-deserved encuviefor her song,
' Lovely Bpring,” and in reaponse yave * The Meeting of the
Waters." 3Mr Roberts sung * The Spirit of The Whirlpool,”
and was applamded.  Mra Sheath was recalled for beneilict's
very florid *t'arnival of Venice," and sang * Hine, Sweel
Heme,” in response. Mr Herbert Spackman’s Da Beriot's
* Seene de Baller,” so pleased the audience that he had to
give a repetition.  Miss M. (ollinve pot A poad receptinn
for her minging of tLe sucred sung, 1}, liest In The lord.’
Miss Large cuused a forore by her singing of * Softly Sighs,'
Imt that yonng lady did not reappear, althongh the concert
was stopped tor some listle tinke by the plandita of the
audience, The eurluin was loweredl, to be raired later on s
tablean, ‘ Tapers lrightly Buming,” vy the lndy pupils of
Mrua Sheath. A quintette and chorus, * The' Fvery Hope,’
by Misses Giny and Collinge, Measrs Fineh, Pollock, awd
Roberts was very goud.  Miss Levi vang nicely * Shoubd he
Upbraidl,' and Mrs Sheath nud Miss Large sang a duoet,
* Manuelita,” amd in respinse to B prononnced encure rany
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the doet already mentioned, * [ Know A Hank,' which
was the vocal gem of the evening. Me T. Bayem saug,
¢ Look Back,’ and met with great applause, Misa
(.'uly was in good voice, and met with a pronounesd re-
eall for her song, * D piacer mi balya il cor,” and responded
with * Beauty Sleep.” Theconcert concluded by the *Tann-
bauser March’ (Company) and the Nationsl Anthem. The
accompaniments were played by Mra Sheath, Misa Hitch-
ings, and M H. (. Spackman, Mre Sheath deserves praise
for the. manper in which she trains ber papils, and to her
wa owe & great deal in the veaching of singiog hera. Moat
onfortunately, two af her pupila could not appear owing to
recent deaths in their families—Miss Ida 'Liftino and Miss
Beoa Willinme—both of wham, [ hear, sing charmingly.
Mr teorge Swan, whoalso is & pupil, and who is very popu-
lar, was unable to appear uwing to baving brought *in-
Huenza ' back from the Militnrygl‘um nament held at Wel-
lington. He has been conlined to the house for two weeks,
but [ hear is progressing well towards recovery. It is yuite
an epidemic here at the present time. M Horace Haker

haa had a very bad attack and is in & very weak state. Mr
Baker and son: also have had ic.
‘There is & great deal of sickness in our pretty town at

present. Poor Doctor Allen is very ill e all bope ke
will get stroog again, but be is veary weak. The Kev. Par-
kioson, of St. Augustine’s Chureh of England, is seriously
ill, and not expected to recover. It ia very sad, he is such a
very popular man ino his parish, and liked by everyone wha
comes in contact with him. He has recently returned from
a trip to Australia, which his parishioners and iriends hol&ed
would restore him, but he has gradually got worse. )
I'arkinson has every sympathy. Her adopted dauvghter is
Iying ill of conaninption in the house, so her hands are quite
full, and our good old Doctor Hitchings is far from well au
the present time, and ia ca.uaing his daughters very anxions
moments.  He still keeps driving on bis rounds, but when
seen walking looks very changed. We hope 10 see him
looking his own self before Jong. Mrs Maurice Mason is
looking herself once more after the severe attack of fever
she had & few months back, and is going to reside at Has-
tings till their house at ' Te Aute’ ias rebuilt.

Mr K. Millar, for the last six and a half years well and
favourably known in connection wish the Union Steamship
(‘ompnnly here, left by the Manapouri to take np & position
in the Holbart (Mfice, to which place he has been pramoted.
Mr Millar was a most energebic ofticer, and combined with
it » most pleasant manner, and was ever ready to render
assistance and guidance to the travelling public by tha
Ugion Steaniship Company or anyone who cama in contact
with him in the office ur ont of it. He takes with him the
beay wishes of & very large circle of friends, who congratu-
late him on his promotion, although sorry to lose him
aleo.

Mra Logan met with an accident while driving with Mre
Fairfax Feawick, being thrown out of the dog-cart, hurting
her eibow, which has proved very painful. Little Miss
:hbel Burke got a bruised eye. Tha others escaped un-

urb.

Miss Hamlin is wearing a very pretty grey dress and
white bat; Misa (ireenwood (Christcharch), who is on a
vieit to Mrs Ernest Tanner (Hgstings), was in town last
week looking charming in a cardinal dress, black jacket
and hat; Mre Fenwick is wearing a very pretty white dress
and hat; Mrs Balfour alse looks nice in a brown Tudor
cape, Boud-street hat ; Miss Bella Hitchings, large check
dresa, ¢ Melba * hat with pink flowers. 3

ACK.

DEanr BEE, NOVEMBER 28

I hear yon have a full description of Mrs Sheath’s
excellent concert, o though 1 have written you three or
four pages on this subject, I will leave them out, and you
will understand why my letter is short. Altogether the
concert was 8 reguiar treat, and I hope it will not be long
before we have another of the same kind. [ must confess
music is my weakness. I would rather go to a good concert
than to any other kind of entertainment. While we are on
the snbject of concerts I must tell you that the Ponketapa
peorle have been coming out of their shell. They have ac-
tually had a concert, and a very successful one too. You
know that Poketopn is a small village situated about fonr
ur five miles from Napier, and is & very quiet lirtle
place. The coaches tun from Napier and back I
think twice & day, which helps to liven the township.
For this especial concert an omnibus was put on; it wae
positively crowded with peuple, and numbera of ladies, most
of them carrying boaquets. The achuool-reom, where the
concert was held, was beautifully decorated, and a long pro-
gramme was gons through. Amongst the performers were
Misses Hymer, Harpham, Hislop (2), Hoaguard, and Crosse,
Mesdames Spence, Spackman, and Anderson, and Mesars
Spackman (2), Martin (2}, Alsolom, Peacock, Newbald,
[ Petit, 4. Parker, Kennedy, Yon Haast, Pirani, Helt,
Hughens, aod Lervy. The accompaninients were played
by Misses liyeuer, Jensen, Croase, Hislop, and Mr gpmk-
man. The gem of the evening was Mrs Spackman's song,
* Call Me Back,’ with violin obligato by Mr H. Spackinan.
We also had two enjoyable contributions by the * Bohee
Brothers.” Duriog the ipterval light refreshments were
dispensed by Mre (1liver, and were much appreciated.

1am sutry to hava to tell you, Bee, that the Hastin
{’hoial and Orchestral Society is pot now going to assisc in
the production of the “ Messiah.’ I believe there has been
a split in the camp, which is a thousand pities.

‘he Misses Fulion gave a most enjoyable dance a week
or 30 ago. There were aboui forty couples present, and
they all seemed to enjoy themseives most thoroughly. I
haven't time to tell you all the guests who were present,
but amongat them were the Misses Hhodes (2], Hughes,
Millet, Humphries, Hamlin, and Mesdames Tabuteau,
1lamlin, l"_ra.m:r, Logan, and uthems, Mra Tabuieaun looked
very nice indeed, a¢ dit slao Mien Leslie Thompson, and
Misw Hamlin ; AMiss Iria Fulton looked charming, and was
very atlentive to het gnests, Mrs Fulton's house is mach &
delightinl une for a danee. The garden in simply perfect,
and un & moonlight night the view scross the Bay is like a
ghimpre of fairy -lfaml. it lunks so shadowy and uareal, and
withal 8o intensely beautiful.
wril hope you are Also.

I am very sorry to bave to write you that influenza has
heen rather busy in our part of the world, although mont of
the cases, [ ani kappy to say, have been mild onea.  We
have, had two or thres rather alarming ecases hot-
withstanding. Mrs Horace Haker has been moat meriously

Iam & lover of Nature, Hee,

ill, and her little boy * Racy ;' indeed, all the family have
bean laid up, but M Baker and ¢ Racy ' have been far worse
than any of the others, The latter has had Irhooimg cough
ta struggle with aa well as influenza l haven’s benrd ho!v
Mrs Baker is the last day or two, bat sincerely bope she is
better. She is & most charming woman, and a great
favourite. Dr. Moore had a slight attack of the same com-
plsint, but [ am glad to mﬁ he is aboct apain. [r. Hitch-
1ngs has been soriously Indisposed Iately, snd has conse-
uently gone oo 4 trip to tha ‘ Sounds,’ and has taken Misa
Hitchings with him. I hopa be will retunrn to Napier gnite
his dear old hearty self again.

MreJ. W, Cgrlilo has not been very well lately, bt I hear
she is going away for & change, which is sure to do her good,
far begter than all the medicine in the nniverse.

s Jim Wood is stayine in Napier at preseant looking
after her sistars, an her mother, Mrs Kennedy, has gone for
a trip to Christchurch to see her other married daughter,
Mm F. W, Thompson. Mrs Wood is looking very well
indead, which speaka volumes for the Nelson climate, from
which place she hails.

I don't know whether I told you thas Dr. Jarvis ia to be
married aboat Christmas time to Miss Millet. Misa Louie
Sutton's engagement to Mr Stewart is broken off.

I am told that Miss Lena Stuart, the niece of the Bishop
of Waiapu, has passed s very successful examination in
Edinburgh as a medical missionary. Miss Stuart was a
great favourite when in Napier some two years ago, 8o we
all take an interest in her doinge. I hear she is going to
India to devote her services to the Zenana Mission. 1
believe no atrange male is ever admiited to this portion of &
Hindoo's bousa.  We heartily wish Miss Stuart all the sue-
cess she a0 well deserves, Mrs Maraden (larke, the Bishop's
eldest daughter, ie at present residing in Napier with her
children.

1 must tell you all abont the cricket match which was
played at Farndon Park in my next letter, the gowns worn,
:ltpe., bot as [ have to catch the mail now muat say good-

.

¥ GLADYS.

HASTINGS.

DEear Bew, NOVEMBER 22,

I am sorry to tell yon our lovely weather has
again broken, and lo and behold, it is quite cold, and ie
raining heavily. Ien't it tiresome? But I suppose the
farmers want rain, so we mustn't grumble.

Mra Grimwood and her danghter, Mies Violet Bogle, have
returned from Tasmania looking sc well. They have been
away about two years, and they bave certainly grown
younger during their atay. Mre Grimwood is such a dear
old lady. Everyone iz plessed to see her again, and onr
only regret is that she is not going t¢ remain in Hasti

and goickly carried off the old Eenblnmlu. He was a groat
iavourite, being such n genial cheery man. Muoch sympathy
i felt for his two sons who reside hera. I beliove the body
is t0 ba brought back to New Zealand, and is to be interred
in Wellington.

I have voticed some pretty spring costomes lately. Mm
C. Howard in weariog a preity amethyst eingham trimmed
with narrow velvet, bonnet to match ; Miss Tipping, pink
summer tweed gown, Isrge white hat with piok ribbon bows ;
Mrs Heonry Mason, fawn gown, pretty dust cloak, beat-
shaped hat; Miss Annie St Hi]l‘.) fawn gown, sailor bhat ;.
Mrs Longhnan lovka well in & cream delaine, long basquoe,
Llack Bond-street hat ; Mrs Joe Williama, grey gown, black
bonnet with forget-me-nots ; Mrs Vickerman weamn & very
becominF pale pink brocaded gingham, white sailor hat;
Miss N grey figured delaine, grey ehiffon frills, black
hat with heliotrope.
DoLLY.

WELLINCTON,
(Delayed.)
DEAE Bek,

Of course you will axpect to hear all about the

Show. Well, t0 begin with, we had a glorious day, which
waa all that was needed to completa the perfect arrange-
ments for the day. By twelve o'elock the Hutt Park race-
eonrse, which was thosen for the scene of tha shaw, was
throoged with thouzands of people, and during the after-
noon thonsands more arrived, and I am anre every available
vehicle in the town munat have been there, so many were
there, and each, of conrse, was lnden with gaily-dressed oc-
cuopants. Each train, too, as it arrived red out hondreda
of town people. The town was completely deserted, and
the show was the moat snccesaful we have ever had. In
the afternoon Mrs Newman, wife of the President, provided
afternoon tea for abont sixty or seventy of her friends in the
grandetand loncheon-room. The tea and delicions cakes,
scones, sic., proved moat acceptable, as you ean well imagine
on & very bot day, and when one is at least ten miles from
town. ‘Buot who was there? [ fancy I bhear yon saying.
‘Well the whole of Wellington and Wairarapa assmed to be
there, besides & grut many vieitors from other towns.
However, that is ecided‘lg vague, 3o I will try and remem-
ber a few of the thousands. ra Robert Phnruyn_ Miss
Pharaz (Wairarapa), in pale green spoited with dark
reen, long flounced basgue, large white hat with green
oliage ; her sister, Mra Eigar, a gobelin blue phaeton cape ;
Mrs Charles Johnston, a very handaome bottlegreen cloth coa-
tume, turned back in anﬂn with brifht red silk, tiny gold
and black bonnet: Mm Newman, dark bine pri.ntex with
white, the lonq beaque trimmed with broad white em-
broidery, black lace hat ; Mrs Menzies, the Misses Menzies,
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However we hope to see her sometimes in this guarter of
the world, as she ia not going very far away, only to Fetane
to her daughter, Miss Bogle, who has charge of the Petane
school. Miss Violet Bogle is, I believe, going to takecharge
of Mr Yigor-Brown’s little ones. Miss Maod Grimwood is
residing with Mrs Joe Williams at Waipuna, abont; a wile
ont of Hastings.

Judge Richmond, Mrs Richmond, and Misa Richmond
bave been staying with Mrs {Captain} Ruossell for 8 short
time, The two former came to Hawke's Bay in order to be
El;;ﬂent ay their mon’s wedding, He was married to Miss

hford, a Napier young lady.

You see, Bee, after all none of Mr Gollan’s horses won the
Cap. Oh, well, we mustn’t expect toc much all at once ;

rhaps next year he will bave better luck. I don’t think

e can gmmhf, ss they won two other racea—the ‘(daksa’
and another. which is very good for a beginning, as the
horses have not been very long in Australia, and may be a
bit home-sick, if horses ever are taken that way. Mr
Giollan's trainer, Mr Percy Martin, and family bave gone to
Melbourns, which looks as if the horses were not going to
return to New Zealand just yet.

I am sorry to have to tell you that Mr Nat Beamish met
with a nasty accident the other dey. He wae fencing, I
believe, and the wire strainer flew ap and cui hie lip right
through, besides knocking out several teeth. T am glmfto
say he ie getting on very well after such an unpleasant ex-
perience.  He ought to be thankfal it is no worse. .

1 doo’t think tennis bas started up here yet, although a
little bird told me that Mrs Russell is thinkiog of etarting
shortly. The lawns at Flaxmere are very lovely, and tennis
is always looked forward to there. We have nolawn tennis
club nt Hastings, bat there are so many private ¢onrta one
bardly wants a ¢lub, except in winter time, when an
asphalte court would be a great boon. Now that Hastinga
in ming euch & larga town perbaps something will
done in that way before pext winter. In the meantime we
have all the summer befure us, and let ns enjoy it while we

can.

Mr Barnard, of the U'nion Bank, has gone for a holiday
to Gisborne, Mr Brooke Taylor has taken his place for the
time being. Mr Barnea, of the Bank of New Zealand, has
been removed to a coontry district. I haven’t leamnt the
nama of the geptleman who bhas taken his place, but will
tall you in apother letter.

Before 1 close, Bee, I must tell you that Messrs Fraeer
and HRobinsen have bought Mrs Rainbow's school. They
start nnder the new regime after Christmas. Mr Fraser is
snch & capital master; he is so energeiic he deserves to
succeed. He has the boys in sech perfect order both in
and out of school, and they are all so food of him that it
speaks A great deal in his favonr that it is so. The rchool
ie & capital one. Amongst other thinga the boysare taught
earpenlerinﬁ, which is a very oeeful aceomplishment, and
many are the pretty knick-knacke turned out by the Here-
taunga boys niade in apare hours. 1 am told Mrs Rainbow
ia golng to reeide at Tomoans.

We had & very novel entertainment here thia week. A
Mr and Mrs (iileon have been showing us how things are
mapageidl in Fiji, and they went through the ceremony of
marriage in foll Fijian dress.  Mr {iibson gave an account
of the Islands from hia 0wn obaervations, and illustrated his
narrative with diemolving viewr. The lecture was held in
the Wesleysn Church, and was most interesting. It is

il to say the church was full,

The Lev. J. Hobbs is giving a series of interesting lectures
in St. John's achoolroom, which are very well attended.

I wan aorry to hear of the death of Mr T. W, Lewis, He
had gone to Sydnoey for a holiday, and canght the much.
dresded iptluenza, which ended in inHammation of the lungs,

fawn b and large hata; Mrs {Dr.) Adams, black,
and large black hat smothered with white ostrich feathers ;
Mrs C. Izard, fawn check; the Missen Izard, fawn,
and black floral hats with strings ; Miss Nelson {Napier), a
retty fawn costome checked with pink and green; Mrs
illiams, Mrs Beetham, Mrs G. Beetham, fawn tweed :
Mins Johnston, grey tweed, large black bat with strings:
Miss Reever, Miss Robison, Mise UGrace, Miss M. Grace, a
pretty saffron gown with broad band of white embroidery,
and large black transparent hat with yellow roses ; Miss
Duncan, a lar chu:Ead tweed ; Mrs Richardson, black,
snd black and green bonnet; Miss Richardson, Mrs
Buockley ; Mrs Cooper, the Misses Cooper, Mrs Pratt, Mrs
(tore, the Misses Gore, Mrs W. Moorhouse, browa costume
with yellow silk veat; Mrs Maxwell, grey, and grey
featbered hat; Mrs Parker, a grey costume ; Mrs Jellicoe,
gobelin blog flowered with white, long basque ; Mrs Knight,
the Misses Henry; Mis Marshall (Bulls), fawa ﬂec%(ai
tweed, and pretty black and gold butterfly bonnet; her
mister, Miss A. Hadfield, pink zephyr and white tulle bat ;
Mrs H. D. Bell, 8 handsome heliotrope costnme and white
bonnet ; Miss Bennett, (Rangitikel), fawn with manve silk
bloaee under fawn jacket, transparent black hat with folds
of white chiffon ; Miss Worgan, pale biue : Misa M. War-
dell, a pretty grey costume and hat ; Mrs Hutton and Miss
Barton {Wairarapa) ; Miss Miller ; Miss K..Johnston, white

igne and manve flower toque; Mrs Parfitt; Mrs H,
Emwfmd, in a handeome grey three-guarter cloak braided
with gold ; Miss Drapsfield, brown costume with revers of

ellow silk, and pretty sunshade ; Mre Wnrdr%g, 10y ; Mra
{iurne, Mres Tilly, and the Mirees Barron, illis, Smith
Harding, Barnett, Fairchild, Grabam, ete., and among the
lady riders who entered for competition were Mrs Holmes
Warren, Mrs Dan Riddiford, Mra Joe Khodes, Mrs Scales,
Miss T. Wardell, Miss McKelvie and Miss M. Moncton.
Mr Fred Pearce’s jamping was tly admired. He ian
splendid horsemman. Miss McKelvie had a nasty fall, bot
very pluckily rode again afterwards. Among the gentls-
men were Dr. Newmasn, Dr. Cahill, the Hon. C. P’harazyn,
MrC. Pharazyn, Mr G. Scales{who had & good deal to do with
the managenient), Mr E. Pearce, and Messrs (., W., E.,
and . Johnaton, H. Williams, Govets, Werry, P. Hunter,
Reynolds (Dunedin), Brown, Parker, Wardell, Bidwill, Yogel,
Moorehonse, Wilford, Gore, Gardiner, Woolridge, Cooper,
Tarobull, 8t. Hill, Bestham, Prast, -n_d Parfitt, Dr. Adans,
the Hon. R. Seddon, Hon, J. McKenzie Mr H, D. Bell etc.,
stc. As to the aetual exhibits, I really do not know enongh
about themn togivean opinjon, butthe jndgesseemed highly de-
lighted with everything. The grandstand and lawn looked
so pretty with all the ladies’ gay drasses, and from there
could ba obtained a splendid view of the whele course
thronged with visitors. Swings, merry-go-rounds, annt
Sallies, & monkey on an organ, gueits, ete., beaides the
boothe, all belped to make & picturesque scene, and a
thoronghly enjoyable day was spent both by town and
country folk. )

Two war shipa have just come into the harbour, the
Taurangs being one. | hope some entertainment will be
got up ﬁ)r their officers.

The night before the show we wers entartained at a ve
pleazant little dance given by Mr and Mra Charles Johneton
ut their Hobaon-atreet residence. It waa given ma s fare-
well to Mr Ear] Johnaton, their eldest son, who leaves
shortly for England to join the army, and amongat the guests
were the Missea (race, Menziea {2), Dnnean, Richuond,
Tzard (2), Gore {2), Holines, Reeves, and Moorhouse (2), and
Messra Richmound, Vogel, Brown, Williams, Woolridge,
Gardiner, {iore, Cooper, and Tnraball. It was & very small

arty, but very enjoyable. ‘We will be sorry to lose Mr
Elnr] Johnston, who 1s already a great favourite with the

ladier, Mra Johnston is giving a series of sruall tennis
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rtien, which have been much apprecisted by her yomng
isnds

o

The Thomdon Lawn Tennia Club ecould not open on
Saturday because of the bad weather, but the members
have been playing all this week, and tha ground is looking
lovely. Isupposs there will ba no formal opening now.
We were to have had & large afterncor: tea had the weathar
been fine snongh,

Wo are looking forward to the Athletic Club's annuoal

aports.

P9m“ night before the Show the Harmonic Hociety gave an
-extra coucert, which was well patronised, The capital
programms drew all the musical le. Miss MecClean
sang ‘ Bel Hapgio' extremely well ; er ‘Whittall, & new
singer, gave two songs, Mm Parsons one, Miss Greig one,
a lovely old song called *Ino the Meadowa' Mr Wil

Hams mang *Last Night’ and *The Boft Sonthern
Breeze' most b ifnlly. Mendelsachn's ‘ Hear M
Prayer' was well !ungoby the choir, Mrs Parson taking

the sclo. Mr McDuff-Boyd played a violin solo, and Miss
Meodley and Miss Hammerton played a dust for two pisncs
splendidly. Two trios were sung, one by Mrs Desborough,
Miss Stanford, and Mr Roona Marten, and another by M
Desboroogh, Misa McClean and Mr Mabin. The part-songs
ware exceedingly well sung, notwithstanding the fact of in-
finenza having oon!iderley diminished the nomber of the
-performers.

Nearly everyone has returned from Christchurch, where
they bave had a very delightful time. Mr Walrond came
ap for & few days, bot has now returned. Most: people ara
sorry to part with Lord and Lady Quslow, and epeaking for
myself, f]nm vary sorry, for my alight naintance with
them Las been very pleasant, snd T think the faw who have
got to know them will agrea with me in thinkiog Govern-
ment House & very charming place with Lord and y {)n-
alow an host and hosteas. hey have certainly been most
anfortnnate in Wellington, too, having had so much illnesa,
and this probably has kept them so muoch awsy from us.
Let os hope sc, R
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DEAR BEE, NovEMBER 27.

I mean to tell you something aboat the Welling-
ton Amateur Athletie Clab’s annual sports this week, for
they had a capital meeting, the largeat, I should think, they
had ever had. The ground looked very pretty, for it was a

. glorious day, and everyone had doamed their best, The
grand-stand waa crowded in oo time, and those who arrived
the least little bit late had no chance of aseat. Duaring the

-alterncon we were all most thoughtfully supplied with de- -

licious lea, scones, caken, atc., by thé
by the Misses Menzies, the Misses 1 , Miss Hennett, and
isa Cooper. It waa greatly appreciated, especially late in
the aftetnoon when it began to get cold. Now, who was
there?! Dr, and M Newman, the latter in & handsome
‘brown tweed, made with s very long basque, and a small
black lace straw hat ; Mrs K, Pratt (Palmeraton} wore
black gown and long jacket, and white shirt, and Bond-
screet hat; her sisters, the Misses Cooper, the same;
Mrs Charles Johbuston and her little girls, in prett
cream dresses, and cream hats tﬁmmetf‘ with peacoc
ribbona ; Mrs G. 8. Cooper, thres-quarter black cloak, and
_jet bonpet ; Mrs Dan Hiddiford, black, and togus bat with
ppies ; the Miases Menzies, fawn, and large hats with
owers; Mrs Menzies, black ; the Misses Gore, T‘e , and
sailor hats ; Mres Gore, brocaded mantle, and bl M{c and
Eold honnet with yellow tipa ; the Misses Izard, fawn, and
lack lace hats with cornflower and strings; Mm L. Reid,
-dark fawn with long basgue, and brown feather bonnat ;
M G. Knight, black three-quarter eape over a black
spotted silk dress, and a very pretty jet and flower bonnet ;
isa D) field, brown costume, boat hat with yellow and
white ribbon ; Miss M. Grace, bloe skirt, and white blouse,
.and sailor hat; Miss Rose, grey ; and her eister, erunshed
.atrawberry cashmere trimmed with narrow bands of black
wvelvet ; Mias Una Hibching:, cream delaine spotted with
mauve, the long basgoe tnmmed with violet velvet, and
mauve toque ; Mies Holmes, a pretty blue and white print
with frilled bodice, and amall blue and gold bonnet with
tips ; the Misses Tuckey, dark blue with scarlet lapels, and
sailor bata; Miss Medley; the Misses Harding; Miss
Kemp ; Miss A. Halse,dar ﬁ-reenﬂmrared with white ; Mias
Henry ; Miss E. Richmond ; Mies Morrah, gobelin blua
striped with white, lm;ﬁe white hat; Mies N. Reeves:
Misa Marchant, grey uroy, black lace hat ; Miea Elliot,
grey ; Miss Fairchild, bloe fowered print trimmed with
white lace; Mrs Taylor; Mrs King, fawn with white
waistcoat embroidered with gold ; the Missea Brandon, Miss
Hrock, Miss Malcolm, the Miesses McLean {Dunedin), Mise
Kunight, Misa 8. Graham, in a grey three-quarter cape
braided with blask, whita hat; Miss A. Bennett, cream
delaine figured with mauve, flower toyne; and the Messra
H D, Bell, C. Joh Harl Jok H. WiHigma, D.
Riddiford, Pratt, A. Cooper, Gardiner, Woolridge, Brown,
Todd {2), G. Williama, C. Cooper, Anson, W, Turnbull, and
Dr. Newman, A good many of the officern from the
T and Ring: were thera enjoying the keen
-contests, for such almoat every event reanl in. The
ladies' bracelet was won by Mr P. Nathan, Mr N. Gurr
being 2nd, and Mr G. St. Hill 3rd. Amongat other auc-
cesaful competitors, and I am sore you will know most of
them, wers Messrs Guy Johnston, Hoss, Gore, C. Gore,
Gurr, H. Batger, W. Tarnbull, Marrah, Tripe, Kirker,
Harley, Heywood, and Howard. Tt was & most succeasful
meeting, and everyone sesmed to thoroughly enjoy the
-day’s outiog.
gVe are very glad to welcome Mr H. I Rell se onr future
Mr Worth waa

issed Gore, assiated

Mayor. He got in by a large majority,
the only other candidate.

Sir Dillon and Lady Bell and Mr Ernest Bell have just
arrived by the last direct boat from homa. Sir Dillon
auffered from gout on the voyage, but is quite well again
now. Lady Rell is looking wonderfully well. They were
warmly welcomed by their large circle of friends and
relatives.

Mrs and Missa Doncan leave for England iu a few daya,
and also Mr Earl Jobostan, eldest zon of Mr Charles John-
ston. Mr Gwyone Williama, son of Mr T. C. Williams,
also leaves us shortly to go to college at homa. We will
miss them all very mach, but hope to see them ont sgain in
s fow yoam. .

There han not beem much entertainment for our naval
visitors beyond tennis. M C. Johnston has entertained
them at tennis, and sevérsl supper parties have been got up

I
. do with that.

for them, and they are to be met frequently at the Thora-
don Lawn Tenarnis Uonrte.

InHuenza ia still with as, and some cases have tarminated
fatally, whils others are left very woak aod ill, It ia quite
& common thing to hear of six or seven in & tamily Leing
laid ap at the same time, and yesterday I heard of & family
of thirteen, ten of whom were confined to their beds, in-
cloding the ook and housemaid. Dr. Grace is just begin-
niog to get about again after it. Dr, and Mrs Kemp have
recoverad, but Sir J. and Lady Hector, Mr Robinson, R. 3.,
MrW. R. E. Brown, Mr and Mm C. Izard, the Misses
Izard, and many others are very iil with it. 1t has affected
trade greatly, dozena in some cases being abeent with in-
Huenza from the large warehouases.

I hear that Mr Thomas M. Wilford, son of Dr. Wilford,
of the Hutt, and Miss Georgie McLean, daughter of the
Hon. G. McLean, of Dunedin, are to be married next month,
and iotend residing in Wellington. 1 have not heard of
any more wedding=, but probably the next will be that of
Miss Mande Wardell, daaghter of our late Resident Magis-
trata, of Masterton, and Mr George Pearce, son of Mr
Edward Penrce, of Wellington.

The weather is 8o warmm we cannot find anything cool
enough to wear. We zeem suddenly to have jum into
the heat of smmmer.

Ruby.

CHRISTCHURCH.

NoveEMBER 26
How Hat and stale everything sgema after ounr
featival week ! the races, bells, and garden parties are only
pleasant memoriea now, and most of the visitors have re-
turned to their homea. It does not seem possible to have a
weak without rain, doring Show week, at any mte, for the
weather is a8 contrary as it is possible to be always.

Thaday of Mrs Cowlishaw’s garden party was a miserable
specimen, and of all tha guests invited, about ninety put in
an appearance. It bad to be temed into a musical after-
noon, and a moet enjoyable oneit was. The weather cleared
very much abont four o'clook, but the garden was too damp
for strolling about.

The Governor and Lady Onslow attended a peiformanee
of * Pinafore’ by our Amatenr Opera Company in the sven-
iog. The Oddtellows’ Hall was filled in every part with a
fashionable mndience, but cloaks were indiepensabls with
the ladies, it was so cold. The opera seemed a little want-
ing in * mo.” he ped stage had thing to

DEAR BEE,

M Palmer gave a large garden paity at Woodford. The
Bumbamw Band was atationed en the lawn, and refreah-
menta in & marques close by. There were delicions ices
aud strawberries and cream., The little bandemen played
very nicely throngh she mfterncon. Mm Palner wore a
dark brown silk with train, bandsome beaded cloak, and
black bonnet; Miss Olive 'aliner was in white; Mra Lee,
u fioral delaine, and black bonnet ; M Wardrop, dress also
of delaine, and white hat. Among the guesis wera Ms J.
D. Millton {Birch Hill), fawn silk with thick lace, bat with

ink Howers; Mm Har]ey. beliotrope =ilk; Mms Siead,
'awn-colonred silk ; her mecs (Miss FPalmer), white, with
wrey three.quarter cloak ; M George Khodes, ilress of
bluish-grey with pretty lace trimmiog; Mrs Bmithson
{Timgrn), proy dress trimmed with black lace ; Mrs Flavell,
black ; Mrs gowdan. Dblue grey dreas ; Mrs Lance, sapphire
blue velvet ; Mra Utterson, Ars Edwand Lee (Nouthbndire),
Arand Mrs Laslie Lee, Mr and Mrs Worthy, Mr and Mrs
Neave, Mrand Mrs Harper, Mra Westinacott, Nirs IRulles-
ton, Mrs Cox, Mrs Blakiaton, Mms Tabart, Mrs Macdunald,
Mrs Ollivier, Mrs F. H_ Brittain, Mrs Acton Adama, and
the Missea Helmore, Cowlishaw, Gray, Beawick, Hennah,
Moorhouse, Tabart, and many other.

In the evening the Jockey Club ball was held in the old
Provineial Council Chambers, the loveliest rvom imaginable
for & ball, and what would we not give were it ooly haif as
large againl The decorations were perfect, the gallerien
being screened with evergreens, and large iloral horseshoes
of heautiful rores showing up with eflect, One little
room was & perfect bower, the lights being abaded with &
lovely tint and masses of cream ruses, no other colouor.
Light refreshinents were served here on small tables, while
the supper was of the most rerderche kind., Mr Wanklyn
and his assistanta deserve great eredit for the splendid sne-
cesa of this ball, as it really eclipsed previous eifurta of the
C.J.C. Lord and Lady {)oslow opened the ball, the Go-
vernor dancing with Mra 1’arker, the Hon. E. W. I'arker
and the Countess being visr-vis. The Countess wore a
handeome dress of smoke- coloured satin, tiara of dismends,
sod lovely diemom! ornaments, and carried a bouquet of
mountain lilies specially brought from Monnt Cook by
Mesars Dixon and Harper, I believe ; they age such heantiful
waxen flowers. Mrs Parker wore s bandsome dress of cream
and green. The other ladies of the set wers Mra Cun-
ningham, in a lovely dress of pale blue brocade ; Mrs
Siead, a handsome black gown; Mrs Alan Secott, & mag-
niticent dresa of pear]l grey satin with ¢nirass bodice
of steel and pink pearl ewbroidery; Mrs Rhind,
also in grey with passamenteria trimmiog of Virginia

ppose t
Mrs Edgar, aa Josephine, was as charming
a5 aver, enpeciullf in the second act, when she wears her
cream satin bridal robe.  Little Buttercup (Misa Buchanan)
and Captain Corcoran (Mr Maitland Gard’ner) were excel-
lent in the dunet.

The next morning broke dnll and threatening, but in
spite of a few showers 8 large number found their way out
to Ricearton, and though the stand was not so full as * Cup
Day,’ an unusuaily large gathering of ladies was to be seen.
The dresses ware not so delicately pretty, the gloomy morn-
ing necessitating dark colourts, but some handeome ones
were worn. The Governor and Lady Onslow drove up just
before the second race, after which, at the invitation of Mr
Stead, they and a number of others adjonrned for luncheon.
Florrie’s win of the Derby, the tace of the day, was a very
popular ane, sand she certainly did look n pretby creature
when led on to the lawn to be decorated by Lady Unalow
with the broad 'blue ribbon.’ The Countess wore a very
Etel;t.y dress of electric blue with embroidered vest of white,

Ine, and gold, & honnet of gold lace and yellow flowers ;
Mrs Stevens, a dark grey corduroy velvet, with white euffs
braided with black ; Mra Wilder, a very pretty grey dress
with embroidered front ; Mrs Parker, long crimson elosk ;
Mrs Alan Seott, grey dreas with large brown cheek. hat
with white feathera; Mm Banks, brown cashmere and
velvet ; Mrs Heaton Rhodes, grey dress and sealskin
jacket : Mrs George Rhodes, light fawn-coloured dress;

m  G. Hhodes ﬁl‘imnm), grey dress; Miss Rhodes,
grey with large spots ; Miss E. Rbodes, blue and grey
striped dress; Mrs Heury MeKenzie, Stoart tartan dress:
Mre Burns, grey with dark green stripen ; Mrs Stead, grey,
with blue front and gold emﬁroidery ; Miea Palmer, a pretty
piok floral delaine; Mrs Willock, Lrown; Missa Willis,
gn_:ly, the jacket piped with white.

he second ball at GGovernment House was given that
avening and wufrentlv enjoyed by those fortanate enough
to be present, and will long be remembered as a red letter
evening in Christchurch. The dance of the evenin
cotillon led by the Earl and Countess, aseisted by Mrs
Alan Scott and Captain Guthrie. Some new figures never
danced here before were gone throagh, one of the prettiest
being the six-in-hand, Lady Onslow guidiog the men, Lord
Onslow the girls, each holding coloured ribbone with tink-
ling bells, At the end each one had a present—s amall
oruament, scent bottle, fan, Hower or something. BSopper
was served on a number of swall tables, diferent lanﬁeu
being told off as hostesses, and arrangiog their own parties.
The Countess wora white silk covered with ganze of the
paleet primrose, and blue velvet bows of B very soft shade,
a Counteas’ coronet of diamonds, and ~magnificent
diamond oroaments, and carried & bogguet of choice
flowers. Lady Hall was in silver grey ; Mm Wilder, a
strikingly pretty dress of white satin covered with black
lace ; Mra Stevens, pale lavender dress, and lovely sprays
of roses; Mrs Alan Scott, Mrs Stead, and Mrs Boyle all
wore black ; Mra G, Rhodes (Timaru), pink silk of the
pateat shade with blush roses; Mre Anson, rich black
velvet with flonnce and trimming of white lace; Mrs
Mason, white satin draped with pale eaw-de-pil tolle and
bronze ribbons; Mrs Lomax Smith, black ; Mm Julian
Scott, bloe silk; Mrs Campbell, dark green silk; Mm
Gieor| Hhodes, white satin with gold trimming; Miss
RhodR;. Miss Palmer, Misa Campbell, Miss Moorhouse, a)l
wore white ; the Misses Williams ( Wellington), pale pink
brocaded 4ilk ; Miss Studholme, whita I'iﬁ(: Lady Hasll,
Mra Stevens, Mrs Cowlishaw, Missse Banks, BIpeT,
Bowen, Murrny-Aynulﬁy.

At the Tuam-street Hall a vory different feativity was pro-
ceeding —the Holleston banguet. That also was gri by
a large nomber of ladiea in the gallery, who listened for
hoarn to spseches and watched champagne flowing below,
and meekly took & bali cold cup of ten

The following day waa fine again. lord Onslow drove &
uinell party out to Laosdowne in his four-in-band for a

fenle. 16 ia m very favourite resort, and just now is look-

ng ite best.

WAaS &

per, the shades being lovely ; Mra Holleaton and
Mrs Lance, both in black ; Mrs Dalgety wore a very hand-
some dresa of green and pink eilk ; Mrs . Hoberia, very
rich ¢ream brocade and pearl embroidery; Mms W. 1k
Meares, a beautiful tint of brown silk and net relieved wirh
B little colonr ; Mrs Common, vieux rose moire with train,
and trimmed with print lace ; Mrs (i. lbodes {Timaru},
ale pink silk; Mrs Heaton EHhodes, white, with lovely
Ernc&de train ; Miss lhodes, grey satin ; Mra F, Graham,
black ; Miss Graham, white ; gfliss ‘Way, pink ; Mrs Heau-
mont, very handsome brown satin ; Mrs Andrew Anderson,
ale blue satin ; Mza J. Anderson, also pule bloe; Mies

Tatson, eream, with gold girdle and trimmiogs: Miss A.
Matson, pale blue; Misa Stephenson (Dunedin),u‘pn.la blue
satin with silver fringe round the bodice (a lovely dress);
Miss A. Brett (Auckland), pale blue merveillenx with gold
spray on the bodice and diamond pins; Miss Frankieh,
black ; Miss Blakiston, Miss Cunniogham, and Miss B.
Cupningham all wore white ; Mrs Cowlishaw, black ; M
Rhbodes, & handsome black dress ; jMre J. I). Millton {Birch
Hill), white eatin, her. bridal drees; Miss Williama (Wel-
lington), cream ; Misa Mabel Goeld, pink ; Miss Cowlishaw,
white; Mies Gladys Powell, a debutante, looked very pretty
in her simple white dress; Miss Kinsey, crushad atrawberry
nilk ; Miss E. Tabart, pink ; Mise M. Tahart, black ; Mise
Fithel Turner, pale blue; Lady Hall, grey silk and white
lace ; Mra (VHerzon, white silk ; Mrs Pring, reddish-brown
silk, pale blue revers and vest ; Min J. Rarker looked well
in white silk and shrimp-pink velvet ribbune ; Mra Pitman,
handsome white aod pink brocaded aatin': Mrs H, Huchanan,
aweet dress of maunve, with vinlet ribbon and pansies ; Mre
L. Harper, dark red satin ; Mise E. Helmore, peculiar shaide
grey satin, beaded net ; Mm Dampier {Crosaley}, black and

1d ;: Misa M. Gore (Waellington), pretty white silk ; Mise

. Cowlishaw, Miss Harria,and Miss D) {iloberts (debnianicy)
all wore pretty white frocks ; Miss Allen (Timarn), pink
gilk; Miss L. Lean, black and gold cord trimming.
Amongst others I aoticed M Lance, Mrs Wilson, Mrs
Wilson {Culverden), Mrs Stead, Mrs Mason, M Willoek,
Miss Clarke, Miss Stiodholme [(\Wainate), the Mirses
Courage {Amberley), Miss (irey, Mrs Anson, Miss (ierard,
Mise Willis, Misa M. Gould, Miss L. Studholme, Miea
Moorhouse, Mins F. Wynn-Williams, Mrs Fenwick (Napier),
Miss Black, Mias Hutton, Mies Girigg, Misa Hall, Mixs M.
Sanders, Mrs Loros, Miss Honalds, Misa ('ox, Miss
Heynolds {Dunedin), Mra Bruges, Misa Potts, Miss Tod-
hunter, Miss Banks, Miss Greenwood, Mins Meeson, Mies
Millton, Misas Graham, Misa Hewlings, ete. ; but ont of so
rany lovely dresses, and with such a crush, it is imposaible
to deseribe atl. The music was of Fleming's beat, and that
leaves nothing to be desired.

Thureday was also the firat day of the Show, when those
interested visit it to really see the things on view, the next
day being what ia called the *people’s day.’ We were
favoured with a perfect day this year, and it is said 21,000
people visited the ground. One of the events of the day
was the arrival of the Governor driving bis four in-hand, &
beautiful teas of bays, which he handles to fection.
Seated on tha box beside him was the Countess, mniling nod
gracions a8 ever. The Hon. E. 'W. and M Parker were
8lso of the party, Mr Walrond, Cnnt.nin Guthrie, snd somne
of the ofticers of the warships. The Countess wore a pale
biue silk with Horal design, and bioe floral bonnet ; Mm
I'arker, grey drers with gold braid, black three-quarter
eloak and grey hat. The ecommittee of the Agricultural
and I’Mmrﬁ Anaociation invited His Excellency and a num-
ber of friends to luncheon, which 1 am told was a moat re-

rerentalive gathering, visitors being present from Auck-
ﬂmd tw Invercargill. lgl‘hc jumping waas the feature of the
afternoon, voe lady tukin{; part in the wire fence contest,
I hope the Assoccialivn will ba abla to build & stand befure
next year's show, the amall one at present on the ground
being almoat useléss to accommuodate the multitude,

Fur the final day of the races we had & very showe
moring, but it cleared np in the witernoon, The aitend-
ance for & third day was & very Jarge one. The Liovernor,
Lady Unslow and party sgain drove out, the Hon. Mms
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V'acker accompanying the Conntess. Lady Unslow wore a
light fawa-coloured cloth trimmed with goid, velvet bonnet
with gold wings. That graod old horse, Maxim, was
broughton to the lawn during the afterncon, and he seemed
fully conscious of the admiration bestowed upon him, He
has beea rold to an Armerican.

Moet of vur visitore made their adieux that evening, the
train and steamers beinyg crowded, and 80 ends our carnival
week of 1891, which way be counted more successful than
usugl.

NoLLy VaLe

TIMARU.

DeEapr Bek, NovEMBER 26.

Bummer is now full upon us, and everytinng 1s
looking bright and preity, including the drexees of the
ladigs, Winter garments are cast aside, and from them we
emerge, like the butterfly from the chrysalis, in gay colours,
Corntlower hlne seems to be quite the favourite colour.
thoogh I cannot say I mitch admire it. Several shades of
heliotrope are also much worn this season, and very becom-
ing they are. Neasly all the dresses are n.sde with the very
luang basque which is now so fashi ble, while bi and
tennis shirts are all worn sutside the skirt, an improvement
which we shall all appreciate. Many ladies are wearing
pretty grey costumes, notably among them Mrs Perston,
and the Misses Craicond and Hassel.

At the 8.0 A. A.C. Grounds there was quite & fashionabla
pathering to witness the opeuing cricket match of the sea-
son, Bankers and Lawyers v. the World. The players were
not very energetic, but that is ynite excusable, as they had
not had any practice this season : but that did not prevent
the yame being very enjoyahle. Afternvon tea was dis:
pensed in the grand-stand by Mesdames C. Perry and Smith-
aon, assisted by the Misses 'Hrien and Tarobull. Among
the spectators [ noticed Mrs C. Perry and Mra Angus Mae-
donald in black ; Mra Smithsoa, black, with a white tennis
shirt ; Mrs Hassel, pretty blne dust cloak ; Miz Inglis,
rrey ; and the M:sses Archer, White, Ford, Lovegrove,

amlbield, LeCUren, ang Beswick, 1)r. and Mrs Lawson,
who have just arrived from home in the Tongariro, were
also there, the bride looking nice in navy blue with dark
red braided waiscoat and panel, and hat to mateh,

A great number of people lett by express for the Chriet-
church Kaces and Show, which are alwaysheld there in this
month. We poor things who were left behind felt very
jealons as the train moved off laden with our more fortunate
frienda,

The Prince of Wales’ Birthday was, of course, a public
lioliday, there was nething ing on in the town, but
oumergus pichic parties wended their several ways into the
country. A large party under the cha;}eronage of Mrs
Perry, drove oul tu [Sterecroft, Mr A. Ferry's farm, and
spent & pleasant Jday among the treea.

There was great. excitement in the evening on the receipt
of the news that British Lion had won the New Zenland
Cuy, ali the gentlemen and many ladies taking & great in-
terest io the race. Of course, there were several horses in
this district contesting the varions events, and we were very
pleased to hear that Mr Timaru Khodes’ Morpheus had won
the Maiden Stakes, while Mr R. Allen's]8aracen’ran a gaod
secon:d to Clanronald, being only beaten by half a hems;.

Lately we have had such wretched westher —heavy rain
and bicterly eoll winde. It must Le very bad for delicate

ple coruing after the warm daye we had last month.
owever, the sun reappeared, and the weather was much
warimer when Miss Le Uren, of Craighes, gave a very plea-
sant tennis party. There were a good many guests, and
those who were not playine esjoyed themeselves, I think, as
much ar those who ware, there being a0 mueh to see and ad-
mire in the luvely and extensive grounds.  Afternoon tea
was served oo the lawn.  Among the guexts were Mm F.
Le Cren and Miss Mantes ; Mre lindsay and her sisters;
Alra Perston, in a stylisk blue dress with large white spots ;
Mrs Withers, who is here on a visit from Brisbane ; and her
sisters, the Blisses White ; Mrs Edmund Coeck, in a hand-
sowe black and gold eostume; Mre C. erry, Miss Turn-
bull, in & soft white silk and lovely pink roses; Miss
Archer, Misa Lovegrove and her sister, Miss Heswick, Miss
Chisholm, and Miss Kitson. The hostess, Miss Le Cren,
looked very pretty in a dark heliotrope gown.

The day chasen by our Bowling Club as their opening

<ay, was 8 most epjoyable one, and a pleasant afterncon
was spent on their new green in Sefton-atreeet, All the
previons week was very showery and uncertain, but that
afterncon proved warm and-beauntiful.  Four hondred invi-
tations wete sent out, and quite that number of guesis must
have made their appearance during the afterncon. The
green is in a hollow surrounded by a bruad terrace, and be-
youd that agnin sre rows of seata on a velvety eward,
Lliere were four rinks kept going during the afternocon, the
players being selected from the vice-presidents and memhbers
of the Committee.  There were four daintily-stocked tea-
tablen, presiied over by the wives of the memibers of the
couuuitiee. No 1 by ra Sutter, assiated h{ Miss Mec-
Lean, Miss Taylor, Mise Mee, and Misa Sims; No.
2 by Mrs Couﬁ, assisted by Mesdames Toshack and
Livoch, and the Misses Lovegrove and Cuok ; No. 3 by Mrs
Huwley, asaisted by Mrs Bawtield and ber daughtera; No.
4 by Mra (Dr.) Keid, aesisted by Mra Moses, Mre White,
and Mre (illman, Anopg the guests were Mrs Gieorge
Hhodes, of Claremont, in & stylish fawn costume; Mra
Smithson, looking very pretty in black ; Mrs and Misa
\Wray, the latter wearing a fashionalde black and white
Dlazer: Alrs Withers, Mliss White, Mra Timaru Riwodes,
Mrs Broderick, Mre Bristol, of Kingrdown, wife of the pre-
sident, in & baodsoie dress and black bua; Mrs Douglas
and her daughter My Mtedlman, Miss Gardner, in a
pretey blue print ; Miss Le (‘ren and Miss Heﬁwick_; .\[i_ns
Alleu, in & pretty green tlowered delaine ; and her wister, in
a aweet yrvey dress, and three quarter cape to match ; the
Miveen Mayne, Mes tivrdon Woud, and niany others,

{u the evening one of the nicest concerts we have had for
a long tiwe was held in St Mary's schoolroem. 1t was
piven by the members of Nt, Mary's Cloir, and was the firut
of A propumet series.  The room was Arranged most charm-
ingly with tables, netiees, enny chinirs ancl sufan, pat planta,
ete.  Japanese nmlirellas were hung from the roof, and
pretty Liberty muslin curtrine drapeil each window, The
stape, tou lucked very cosy and invl.l:inr. I'he comfurtable
chairs and sofas on that were occupied by the adult mem-
bere of the Cloir, the bayn only going on the stage when
they hnd to take part in the inusic. T'wo or three trios

wore sung by the lady members, and gleea by the full choir,
all of which were much admired for the perfect time and
crispoeas with which the parts were taken u In one trio,
* Ave Maria,’ the solo was ably taken by M Stabba, and
inanother, *Once Again,” the solopart was well sung by Mina
Cooper. Upinions diller as tothe gen of the evening, but m
favourite was (ireig'a ' Norwegian Wedding March,’ whiel
waa sxquisitely played by Mms 5. F. Smithson, who also
sang in her usual sweet and finished siyla. Solos wera
%i\‘en by Mms Stubbs, Miss A. Mee, Mr T. Jones, and Mr
iealer, and were all heartily applanded. A charming dust
of llubenstein's, sung by the Misses Lilian and i{lbal
Coover, was greatly appreciated. The same two sisters
also played one 3f Schubert's lovely marches with great ex-
ression. Messrs Perston and Hobina sang * The Larboard
atch’ exceedingly well, There was also a spirited
recitation by Coptain Jackeon; and a very interesting
address by our Archdeacon on church mueic in Eogland;
and last, but not least, there were, oh, Bes, such delicions
tea and cakes cf every description. The evening was
braught to a close by the full choir's splendid rendering of
the old favourite, I‘{Dme, Sweet Home,’ followed, of conrse,
by the National Anthem. All agreed that the evening was
8 great auccess, and we all hope that the choir will hold to
their present intention of repeating the entertainment vnee
or twice a year.

A dance was given to Mr (i, C. Matheson, who is leaving
Timara for (Jueensland this week. Mr Matheson has been
here in the National Bank about six years, and is extremely
popular, not only with the fair sex, but also among his male
associates, which I always think speaks better for a man
than anything else. He has been captain nf both the Foot-
ball and Iloanini Clubg, and lhas been wost energetic and
conseientious in his duties. The ball was held in the achool-
rbom, which was beantifully decorated. The floor, as usual
was perfect, and the music {Woods’ band} very good indeed.
The extras were played by Mrs Antill and Mr Matheson.
Sopper was provided by his lady friends, and the table looked
really beauntiful with its profusé decorations of horse-cliestnnt
hlossonmand large bowlsof whitepeonies. All theladienlooked
particularly nice, Mrs George Fi.énbnn Khoden, who has just
returned from England, being nnanimonsly considered the
belle, in lovely pale pink natin azd chilfon gown, and cream
three-quarter cloak ; Mra Anrtill wore a dress of two pretty
shades of pink, and Miss Maggie Allan looked sweetly
pretty in white and gold. There were weveral others in
white, among them the Misses Turpbull, A. Cramond,
Le Cren, Ceok, Chisholm, E. Lovegrove, anid Stabbs; the
Missez Archer, Beswick, and Rutherford all wore black,
which always looke nice ; Mise M. Aicher lookel handsome
in erimeon velvet, and Miss White in pale pink ; Miss E.
White (who has just returned from Hrisbane) wore a pale
green Fawn with black lace ; Miss Lovegrove looked well in
uld gold velvet ; Miss Kitson and Miss Tripp were in pink,
and Miss Kaymond in sea-green; Miss Mee was not
dancing, she baving hurb her arm with tennis, and being
obliged to wear it ina sling, Mise A. Mee and Miss Connie
Loveyrove wore pale blue, and Miss Nantes, sage green.
The ball broke up at 1.30, all agreeing that it bad been &
delightful evenine. i

Anctlier night the gentlemen eatertained Mr Matheson
and Mr McLean, who also is leaving Tinisru, at a smoking
concert, where many flowery speechea were made and both
gentlemen were "presented with {handsome testimonals,
including beautifully mounted photogiaphs of the Clubs.

A very szd loss haa occarred amongst us lately. 1 refer
ta the death of Mr Wrenn, late manager of the Colonial
Bank. Mr Wrenn has been here ever since his marriage,
abont two years and a-half ago, and hasalways been a great
favourite. ” He wasan energetic boating man, though his
healLly was never very robust ; still hiz death was most nn-
expected. He was only twenty- nine years of age, and much
sympathy is felt for hia poor young widew and her little
boy. They leave to-day to join their relatives in Dunedin.

EsTELLE.
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The arrival of the Governor med Countess of
Unslow has sent a thrill of pleasure thromgheut Hoeiety
cireles. Thay are the guests of the Hon. George and Mrs
MeLean at Hazelwood. A numbser met our distinguished
visitors &t the station, and Sunday was, of counrse, spent
yuietly, ouly the family at Hazelwood being ab dinner, at
which Lady {malow wore an exquisite gown of black and
yellow uncut velvet, |

The next momin% her ladyship, in company with the
Misses MeLean and Mr Walrond, paid an unotlizial visit to
the Art Society's Rooma at the Cgornl Hall. In the even-
ing the first of & series of delightful dinner parties was given
by Mr and Mrs Mclean. The handsome dining-room
looked lovely, the table being decorated with exquisite
white llowers, among which roees played a pronrinent part,
The guests of two evenings were : Judge and Mis Williams,
Dr. and Mrs Batchelor, Mr and Ms B. (. Haggpitt, Mr and
Mira Ritchie, Mr and Mrs James Mills, Mr White, Mr and
Mrs Morris, Dr. and Mrs Scott, Mr and Mrs Henry Mac-
Lkenzie, Mr and Mra Rattray, Mr and Mra Hpence, and Mr
Walrond. Mr MeLean tmi& Lady Onslow in to dinner, who
looked lovely in a mnaguiticent gown of white uneut velvet,
arms and neck and head one blaze of dinmonds:
Lord Ooslow took Mrs McLean, who wore an extremely
handsonie gown of black and gold ; Jndge Williamu took in
Mra Batchelor, who wore a handsome black velvet; Dr,
Hatclelor took Mrs Hitchie, whose dress was g lovely pale
Ulue brocade ; Mr Haggitt took Mrs Williams, who wore a
charming drens of black nat ; Mr Kitchie tonk Mrs Hagyitt,
who wore & handsome téséda : Mre Mills took Miss Mclean,
who wore & lovely dress of black and scarlet: Mr White
took Brs Mille, whose dresn was a very handeome one of
black and yellow.

The next night the hoat and hostess of the GGovernor and
Lady Unslow gave another dinner party. The table apon
this occasion was as lovely an before in red. A centre piece
of red plush wan enibroidered with gold, and al] the eandles
ahinded with red ; the ilowers were alan red —roses and Thedo-
tendrons and other chuive Ulessoms. Me MrLenn twok in the
Countess, whose dresa was of black watered rilk with panel,
of vieux vose with exquisite Venetinn point lnee, her bodice
dazzling with digmonds : Mr Morris took in Mm Hpence,
whie wore Llack ; Mr Seott took Miss ti. C. McLean, whose
dress wan s luvely pink sitk tiimmied with heather ; Mr Me-
Kenzie tuok Mrs Kcott, who wore black «ilk with pale blue

panel and pink revers ; Mr Rattray took Mre Morries, whoes
dress was turquoise velvet trimmed with blue fignred satin ;
Mr Spence took M Kattray ; Mr Walrond took Mia Mae-
kenzie, wearing a very pale blue.

M (Judge) Williams gives a dinner party, of which I
shall pay more in my next, na well as & whole list of other
feetivities, and if it only keeps fine there wiil be nothing to-
mar the race week gaieties.  There is, however, & very big
if, for for the last month it haer besn rain, rain more or less
every day, oftener more than lesa.

¥ have comparatively very littla news for yon this week,
but in_ view of the bndget 1 hope to have next, you must
pleasa lat me off,

A good deal of regret wonld have been felt at the cluse of
the Art Sociaty's exhibition, wers it not for the gay time
coming, for many pleasant socinbie ovenings have been spent
in the rooms, 4nd more than one delightinl afterncon tea.
Ludy Stout and Mrs {Dr.) Jeffeoat gave ona on ns immense
scale, between five and sia hundred guests being present.
The rooms were literally packed with smiliog faces, and the
hosteases were kept shaking hands from three o'clock til)
six. Sometimes these large receptions are not vary sociable,
bat this was all that cun?d be desired. The rafreabments.
were served by 2 number of the hostesses’ friends, and Lr,
Jeffeoat and Sir Robert Stont among other gentlemen helped
to make the time pass pleasantly to the ladies. There wasa
good deal of capital music, Mrs Williams and her sister, Mrs.
Lerael, singing charmingly. Mies Sievwright alad sang, and
Master Towsey and his sisterplayed aduet. Miss Fitchettalso.
played, and M: Towsey sang. MrjF. L. Jones sang a very
nice song, and Mr Macdoneld gave a much appreciated reci-
tation. Mrs Monkman was 15:0 among the voealists, In
such a crowd it is impossible 10 even see, much less remem-
ber half the guerta. There were dozens of pratiy dresses.
one admired, then forgot again, for they were crowded out
of the memory by others as pretty, bnt I will do my beat to-
Tecall Bs many names &s I can. Among shetn are Mesdames
Haggitt, C. Chapman, Reynolds, Morris, Sise, Shand,
Towsey, Hales, Melland, Woodhouse, Hidings, Ogston,
Moore, Neill, James Allen, Bowen, Finch, White, Hosking,
Dymoek, Garratt, Stephensen, Gillies, Stock, Williams,
Fitchett, 5. Thomson, Denniston, Macdonald, and the
Missas H(-nl%z[kins (2), Morris, Fitchett, Hales, Garratt (2),.
Dymock (2), T. Btephenson, Heynolda, Sise(2), Joachi, Seott,
F. Fitchett, Ziele, Roberts, Farquhar (3), Michie, Williams,
Mackerras, Catew, Real, Wimperis, 8hand, and Macandraw.
Lady Stout wore a very handsome dress of black mer-
veilleux, grey bonnes brimined with soft grey feathers, and
red velvet strings : Mrs Jeffeoat, stylish dresa oi black silk
and lace, largs black bat with s spray of pale pink flowers ;.

Mre . Gillies, dress of light electric blue, bonnet te match

trimmed with pink rores; Mrs Chapman, very handsoma
dress of green silk, and cream bonnet : Mra Oatway, black
silk dress and black jet bonnet; Mra W. H. Reynolds,.
black dress, Jace mantle, and black bonnet ; Miss Reynclds,
dark green velver dress, fur boa, and green hat: Miss.
Rachel Reyuoolds, fawn tweed dress, black bat with pink-
roses ; Miss Ziele, very pretty dress of fawn and blue in-
visible stripe, light fancy straw hat covered with a spray of
poppies and eornfowers; Miss looke (Anckland), black
and grey striped silk dress, and black Ince hat with croshed
strawberry feathers ; Mrs Stephenson, handsome black 2ilk
dress, and biack bonnes ; Miss Stephenson, heliovrope drees,
and black aod heliotrope hat ; N{,rs Jus. Davidson, prune
drees, and black bonnet with jet ornaments ; Mra Farmer,.
very pretty dress of cream serge with collar and cuifs of
dark red velvet, cream hat covered with long eream feathers ;.
Miss Marshali, dark brown dress, black bonnet with
yellow flowers ; Mrs Lsrael, fawn dress and large cream hat;
Miss Sievwright, navy blue dress, large speekled straw hat
with pink roses; Mrs Towsey, very preity fawn dress,
bunpet to match ; Miss Hales, heliotrope print, eream hat
trimmed with feathers; Miss Farquhar, black dress, large
bow of heliotrope chiffon at the neck, and black hat : Miza.
Seott, light green dress, grey jacket, black lace hat with.
white poppies : Mra Bowen, black dress, lace cloak, eream:
feather hat; Miss Ormond, fawn dress, cream hat: Mrs
Thompson (Christchureh), dress of French grey, with large
woolly spots, prei areophane hat with grey pom-poms ; Mrs
Neill, large black and white check drees, black bonnet:.
Mrs Arthor Fuiton, navy blue dress, white vesl, cream hat
trimmed with feathers; Mis F, Fitchett, prone dress with.
-veat of, gold lace, bonnet to mateh ; Miss Fitchett, dress of.
¥rench grey with cream feather hat; Miss Williams,
dark blue dress and hat; Mrs Hosking, black dresa,.
Dorothy cape, and cream hat trimmed with yellow
]})‘}nppiu; Mrs Coughtrey, grey dress and bonnet; Miss-

eal, fawn dress, and black hat trimmed with forget-
me-nots ; Mrs Monknian, fawn dress and yellow hat ; Miss.
¥reeman. violet delaioe with purple and yellow pansies, a
]nrge cream hat with erean ostrich feathera; Miss Fodor,
white delaine Howered with blue, tbe collar and vest of bine-
ailk, white muslin hat edged with tiny frille, and finished
in front with a bunch of forget-me-note; Mras Adam,grey and
brown invisible cheek, brown bonnet ; Mrs J. Cargill, black.
dreer, grey cloak, and black bonnet; Mis Grey, crushed
strawberry cloth, wish white hat; Miss Anderson, pretty-
French grey ceatume,

‘The bachelors and Renediets of Nenthorne gave an enjoy-
able ball. Aniong those present were Mesdsmes Fowlar,
Mills, M'Kis, M'Kay, Morgan, and the Misses M'Kay, J.
Mills, M'Ksy, M'Kie, Wicks, Bothwick, Bradbrock, Kyan,
Talty, Fowler, aad Hanlin, The very nice supper was-
supplied by Mrs Mills, of Nenthorne,

MAvDBE,

A poor little mite of a boy camme to the door, asking for

work., 'Haven't you a father? I said. *Oh, ves,' be re-

lied, * bot be can't do anything ; he has brown kitties im.
rnis windpive.’

COKER'S FAMILY HOTEL,

CHRISTCHURCH, NEW ZEALAND
FPATRONIBED BY Hia EXCELLENCY Lorp Oxsrow,
Five minutes from Rail and Post,

The most moderate Arat-class Hotel in Australasls,

Taclusive tariff per day .. i ' - . .
Ditto ‘per waa|

. -- - - .. £3 lg: 0d
THOMAS POPHAM,

{Late Commander U.B.B.Co.) Propristor
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AT HOME WITH THE LADY EDITOR.

————

SUBSCHRIRER, —L amso sorry tor ‘you, a8 you say you wish
to know how to restore the pile of a sealette jacket which
has been much dawaged by heavy rain. First, you should

at once have huny it vn a clothes hotse in & cold room. It
must not dry in het air, as this attens the nap. At least
thin is the case with sealskin, and I beliove, with senlette
also, though | must candidly confess 1 know very little
about the lacter. [ think your wisest plan will be to get a
very eoft brush, and carefully bruah the nap up towards the
peck, and from the sleeves towards the choulder. If you
have a spare scrap of the aealette, try holding it vp, and
getting someone to iron it on the wrong side. A friend
proposes that you should steam it carefully over hot water,
then try the ironing on the wrong eide. This plan i fre-
quently successfal with velvet. The object of holding it
while some uhe irona it is, of course, to prevent the weighti of
the iron from crushing it. However, as [ have been of very
little help to yoa {for which [ am very sorry), [ must appeal
to some of my clever readers, 1f auiqne knows of any-
thing that wili assist ns, will she very kindly send the sug-
gestion to me for this column ? 3 .

THE INFLUENZA.—Alas, many of us are again saffering
from this eerions complaint. [ heard of an excellent but
very disagreeable remedy the other day. It was given me
by a lady who had just returned from S{d'ne . Whera she
had becn prostrate with & bad attack of influenza. She
called in one of the best medical men, who owned to seventy-
five other cases in hia care at that moment, He prescrived
& good dose of castor oil as zoon s the peealiar pains are
felt in the limbs, then later, about two hours afterwards,
another dese, This ix naot intended a8 & purgative merely,
but it creeps into the bones and relieves the pain. Does it
not sound horrible? I would sngzest another and very
oiticacioua plan, which is fat pleasanter, and quite safficient
for the mild (comparatively) cases we have in bLalmy New
Zealand. The Sydoey doctors say we in this colony are not
at sll likely to suffer eithér in guantity ar quality as they
have done in Sydney, our sea girt island resisting the in-
Buenza hend with the healthy breezes we enjoy, whereas
Paramatta and Sydney are hot beds of disease. But now
for the remedy. Take a blanket, pour over it a quart of
boiling water in which a piece of Barilla or cold-water avap
hasa been boiled until dissolved. Wrap this at once round
the patient, giving first & good duse of fruit salt. Keep the

atient hot for an hour, tiien very gradually uncover cne
imb, carefully washing it in luke-warm water, and drying
well, cover it up with someshing warni, and proceed with all
the members of the hody. Keep in bed for a day or two,
iving acovite and amenicum alternately, The bed must
carefully prot.ected. by waterproof sheeting from any
dampness arising from the wet blanket. {Quinine is a very
E:odp revenbive wedicine, but its virtues as s cure are not
lieved in @s they formerly were. Still, after the castor
oil the docturs give anti-pyrine and quinine, The great
danger in the present form of the influenza is to the lunys.
For this reasun o good medical man will examine them eare-
fally at each visit. It is mot only those who sufler from
weak luogs who are thue watched ; the strongest lungs are
rapidly attected. Itis thus that the disease has prm:ed BO
fatal, I have just heard of ope case cured by inhalation of
and imbibing eucalyptos. :

WOMEN AND UHURCH MoNEy.—Vurious comiments re-
gardiog this subject have veached me. Some ladies say
that they have guite encugh trouble eollecting the money
for church purposes without heing bother ahout the
speunding of it. Uthers think their hnabands onght aleo to
have sume work to do for the ehurch, even if it be only dis-
bursting the money their wives and female frienda collect.
A few quote St. Paul, and think that modern wives are not
as content as they shouid be with a back seat. To the
latter I would say that times have changed, and that inour
modern civilization eves 8t. Pavl woald not Lhink of pro-
viding hie females with such retiring and modest natures as
he used to think became them. As for the goud worksin
which he clothed them, he would surely be well satisfied
with the garments of charitable work im which niany modern
women #re anveloped.

HOW IT HAPPENED.

CiILDREN'S ignorance is sometimen more interestiog than
grown people's knowledge.

It was after s reading leason, says an exchange, and the
teacher asked :

* Now, Harry, cao you tell me why it was that Ben Ad-
hem's name led all the rest?

*I1 don't know, ma’'sm,’ answetred Harry, ' bot [ smuppose
the naines were arrenged siphabetically.’

DRESSES WORN AT A GRAND FRENCHY CARDEN-
PAR

THE grounds of the British Embassy were a perfect picture
when Lndy Lytton’s garden party took place. Fortunately
for the gueats the clerk of the weather deigned to send &
radiantly beauatiful day, for which he certainly deserves a
vote of thanks, taking into comsideration the ill humour
with which he has of late visited all cut-of door assemblies,
and dear old Sol beamed down most radiantly on an equally
radiant seene. Tempted by the delicious day a great nany
gowna that might have graced the Longchamps pesage hail
the weather proved favourable, were donned st Lady
Lytton’s for the firet time, and the long broad lawn, in its
velvety beauty and undolating shades of green, formed a
delicate carpet for daintily-shod feet, the high and rhady
treea screening from the Loo ardent rays of the summer sun,
and making the most exquisite backgronnd possible to the
hundreds of gaily bright gowns and pretty women that, like
brilliant bucterilies, Hitted hither and thither. Three
large buffeta were erected in the garden—one at the
far end and the two others flankiog the two wings
of the maneion. The Tziganes, in their vivid searlet
coats, meated wmidway between the honse and the
Avenue Gabriel, played their most characteristic and
enlivening atrains. Everyone was enchanted with the party,
or réception en plein air, 88 1 heard several people enllic ;
while many hoatesses I also heard regretting their ill lnck
in having no groucd io Patis to follow the Foglish fashion
of giving garden parties. Then, again, an open air reception
has the advantage of allowing people to walk about, meet
each other, chat, flirt, or listen to the mosic, according to
their Eurticulnr fancy. Lady Lytton’s garden party has
been the clou entartainment of the season, and our amiable
and elegant Ambassadress is to be heartily congratulated
on the enjoyability thereof. The afternoon sped by all teo
rapidly, and as the many visitors graduoally touk their teave,
the chorus of quelie dvlici receptivm, pled with guriie
radieuse journde waa heard on every side. Lady Lylton
looked most picturesque in a gown of fawn brocade with &
darh design in soft 2alnion pink, and a small calrriolet bonnet
of fawn straw, with pale pink feathers (exceedingly be-
coming, by the way) ; Lady Conatance Lytton also favoured
light Havana brown and wore & very pretty hat.

635
Lady Emily Lytton appeared in light pgrey, with
white and yellow lrimmi':u:l. and hat to maiweh. The

Marquise d* Hervey de 5t. l)enis wore a gown of veloutine,
of new bluixh-mauve tint, the shades of the geotian blossem.
Madama Beusrdacky Jooked soperb io a eurious combina-
tion of du Barry pink, white lace, and u traio of mourning
{yen 1) erape, the Intver lined with pink soft rilk ; her larga

ouis XVI. hat also combined the three colours, it had a
high panache of fenthers and mpre{n, and was pinned on
with big grey and white pearle. Mrs Standish, looking
more and more like the Princess of Wales—wore & silver-
grey eatin twill gown, tight litting, and trimned with three
Houncee of lace anperpesed ronnd the skirt and Lad ber throat
tightly swathed in face, tied at the back, and lixed with a
series of small grey, black. mm! white pearl pina—never hava
pearls been »e much in {ashion —her bonnet was eatirely
black, in teque form, with chaioas and ornaments of jet.
The sketches represent a dréas worn by ao English visitor,
who looked very handseme in pala yellow batiste, draped
with white embroillered tulle. The Tuscan straw hat was
trimmed with pale piok satin ribbon pleatings of tulle and
black wings, and the tuilette worn by Countess de G y
a beautifuf dresn of grey sicilienne, brocaded with ringe of
darker shinde. It was relieved with trimming of gold-hued
sicilienne, aml worn with & black hat.

DUST IN SPACE.

Some of the oldest records of human history contain ac-
counts of the fall of great stones from the sky. Uantil the
opening of the present century it was generally believed by
men of sci that the ancienta only imagined that they
had eeen rocka fall ont of the heavens.

Modern uscience, however, has verified the truth of the
ancient records, and we now know not only that xtones sod
inetallic masses, called airolites vr meteorites, do come
taumbling down out of spaee, but that a fine dust, called
cosmic dnst, is continually sifting down through the atmos-

here.

It is like the smoke and dust of a journey, for the earth
is really jonrneying, along with the sun, townrd vhe northern
part of the universe, and as it goes it draws in with ita at-
iraction the refuse particles that apparently exist through-
out space.

But while theie can be no doubi of the existence of this
silent rain of minute matter upon the earth, the diflicunlty
has been to recognize it after it reaches the ground. Uf
late years, however, it has been found mingled in the coze
dredged up from the sen-botbom, and a few years ago when
Baron Nonleaskjild visited GGreenland he pathered a quan-
tity of dust particles from the great snow-fields there, which
were lLelieved to have come from the eky.

This cenclnsion was aflterwards ilisputed, but lately a
new analysis has been made, which seema Lo show decisively
that a large part of the material really is ¢psmic duet. A
computatien based upon the amount found on the (Green-
land moors indicates that the earth must gather in, over the
whole of its anrface, at least one homlred and thirty-two
thousand tons of the dust of space every year !

DPRESSES WORN AT A GRAND FRENUIT GAHDEN-PARTY.
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AT LIFE'S DAWNINCG.

TiANK Ui, thon art welcome, thou frail little mortal,
%o newly mnde heir w0 this earth and its cares
Thank tiod, thon wast niet at life's opening portal
By & father’s strung love and a mother's glad prayers.

tiod pity the soul with sweet pority glowing,

That comes to our world but throuyh sin and in shame,
Whiose welcoume ie hatred, snd bitter tears fiowing,

At war with mankind and yet nowise to blame.

And pity the nuraling, whatever the trouble,
That tiods on its cuming cold weleome at best ;
Itn cures and its trinls through life must be double,
Where love is not given the innocent guest.

For, dainty wee =pirit the Father has given
To us, with the message, “ 4o, nurture for Me ;'
‘There are thorps #nd rough rocks oo thy road back te
Heaven.
Thon wilt need all our love ere thy wings are set free.

JUSTICE WITA CHILDREN.

-~ 0 much has been said about the management
T3 of children that mothers beyin to weary of it

e all, and yet of children I wish to spesk.
Woull that my voice could resch every
womat’s heart, whether mother, sister or
teacher. Figat, T wish to lead you back to
your own childhood. Did lvou ever begin to
-do some odd job that you had not been told to do, but that
you suppused yourself’ fnlly capable of performing, expect-
ingr to be shanked for kiudly helping, only to find that you
hail dope the woist piece of mischief that you possibly
could, and waore than all, were told that you had done 1t
out of pure wischievousness? Lf you never had such an ex-
perience it must Lare been becanse the servants were so
plenty that nuthicy was left to da, or thet you were too 1
dolent 1o exert yourself. A friend that [ was visiting had
8 bright buy of six years, with a loving disposition, always
willing to help every one, but apparently the most mia-
chievousof children. = His iother was in despair.  She cou-
tfided her troulle to me, and [ resolved to watch Lim, and
see if | eonld nat find out the reason he had won such a
name as * Little Misehief.”

Tlie next morning at the table, my friend remarked that
the weather was so beautiful that she must remove her

Yants from the snnny wisdowthey occupied to the verandah;
Eub ahe added, © 1 do diead to do it, it 1s 8o tediens, and it
tires me so.’

I paticed how the litile eyes sparkled, and knew as weil
as if he had told me, that the little fellow had heard what
she said, and would try to do the much dreaded job for her.
Not luny after she ran over to Mrs A's, and oo svoner did
the gate shut than Hany was active. The flower stand
wau already in the accustonsed place, waiting for the plants.
Gine Yy oue, carefully, he lifted the heavy pots, and, with.
out Lreaking n leaf, tansferied them to their sumner
(unrters, Hometiwes he paused a moment to rest, then
went Lravely tu work again. His face was a picture of
bappiness. e was helpiog his mamma.

} watched, and wondered if this would also be laid to his
mischtevuus propensities. My friend was gene rather
longer thao sﬁe expected, for, a8 she told me afterwards,
Mrs A. had a love of a bonnes that she niust see, as well as
several costly additions to her parlour furpitnre. Ab!
there lay the secret of her discontented looks, fur she had
told we that owing to several lo-ses she would not Le able
to expend much maoney on her summer outfic. Asshe came
in at the gate, her face passed through all the phasea of sur-
prise, dismay, and finally anger.

* tiarry, come here this instant ! ‘What have yon been
doing ¥ “How dare you teuch my plants ¥ .

stinging blows fell un thie hands that had toiled so thank-
lessly.

* You are alwayx intn same mischiet ' she exclaimed.

1 watchied the child ; he was heartbhioken. His bosam
heaved, atsd his sobs were jtiful.

“{in to your room and stay the rest of the morning.’
obeyed.

* There ! what did T tell you? How can I manage such a
boy ¥
‘}ny simply understandiog him,’ I replied.

* What <o you mean ¥

« This : your litile boy wanted to help you: I read it in
friz face. His motives were the best. Yuu said it tired you
so, and he generously did the dizagreeable task for you.’

* But if lie had dropped ove ¥

*He did not, and it he had, a broken pant. is better than
a broken heatt. I tell you candidly, if you do not act
differently with that boy, he is rained.' They were harsh
words but I koew the motlier heart wonld in time forgive
them.

“What can [do¥

¢ Pug yourself in his place.  Find out his muotive, if you
can, and believe me, ten times out of twelve, what pasces
for mischief is ooly a wish tolighten your burdens ; adesire
of & laving beart tu help you.”

She went with me to the veraudah. We re-arrang=d the
plante, and I called her atteotion to the heavy puts, and
then to Lhe little aching arma sml back, and afrer she Lad
acknowledped slie was glud they weie woved, I Legged her
to tell her little bu{ the same.'

“What ! ackoowledge that [ did wreng to punish him ? 1
wuould [ose all eontrol over him if [ 4lid that.’

*Try thia time, nmd see,” [ urged.  And ehe did. . When
she euterecd Harry's room he sat in s chair by the window,
quietly watching the tloating clouds. Sl sll:u(ling from
n wenve of injustice, he did oot look aronnd, ar smile.

¢ Hairy, come here.' fle abeyed.  * Why did you muve
the plants® Tell me the exaet tiuth.’

He lonked np to her face, and ieading encouragenent there
jmply said : * Because you said it tired you so.  Fam
I can help you lote. | did not break
ane, h 18, and they wele heavy. Are you glad
now | didl it, Mamma ¥

“ Yen, yeo, Harry, anrl [ was erosa anid hurt your band. 1
Am Ty,

He

* Oh, it does pot hurt a0y wors now.
till you tell me.’

They came back together, and 1 saw by the looks of my
friend that she bad learned a leason nut swn to be forgotten.
That was six yeara ago. They ealled while pas«iog through
aur town this winter, and & more gentlemanly, helpfal bn{.
it would be hard to find.  She said : T bave you to thank.
Fram the day of the much needed lesson, I ‘watched, and
lavked into the mutives uf my child, and always found that
the an called mischief arose from a ilesire to be useful. 1
soon gnt acquainted with my boy sod had no mure trouble
with him. e is now my greatest comfort.’ )

Mothers, faghers, all that bave charge of precisus souls,
leware how yan misconatrue their motives ! Though they
mny peihaps seem to do things out of pure mischief, be sure
it iz 0 before you punish them, lest they censs to cure, and
a3 they have the mame, oniy wish to make it fact. Oh!
the men and women that have yone to destroction from
having their motives mislaken their actions misconetrned !
Be sure none of these sins are laid 1o your charge.

Dupniey Dors,

DON'TS FOR YOUNG MDTHERS.

BY FANNIE L

Next time, 11} wait

FANCHER.

DoNT do eserything for the baby, that everybody recom-
menda

Don't doze it with soothing ayrap.

Dono’t give peppermint teas for its nerves.

N ]{Jun’t worry and fret yourself ill, then expect a * good
ahy.”

D{(nn’t give tapioca, cornstarch or potatoer, sinee without
therough mastication, starchy viande are ditticult to digest.

Dou't give meats of any kind. The Diviose injuoction
is: Milk for babes.

Don't fail to form, early in its little life, a habib of regu-
larity in nursiog—from one to two hours is sufficiently often
during the first few months. If ycu observe this rule there
would be no need of the following :

Don't offer patures fount every time the baby cries. A
too full stomach is donbtless the canso of its pain.

DNon's use the baby foods advertised unless recommended
by those who have proved their merits, and even then they
might not. agree with your child.

Don't bi:g two tightly ; nature will keep the baby from
falling apart.

Daon’t dose with castor cil ; but for constipatinn gently
rab the abdomen. If delicate anl emaciated, anointing
with olive oll, after the usnal bath, will prove beneficial.

Don't forget to give a drink of cold water at irequent in-
tervals, if teething ; it is very grateful to the fevered gume.

Dun’t aliow a child 1o tear or desttoy anything for amuse-
ment. [ have seen mothers give old papess aml bouks to
their babies, thereby teaching a wholesale destroetion of
such things.

Don’t attempt to bring up yuar ehild wichout seeking
Divine assistauce.

CLIPPINCS FROM SOCIETY PAPERS.

—_—

RENCH ladies are just now readiog with great
avidity a book an counsels on the art of re-
mainiog young.  An elderly Leile, who is as
fair to luok uron to-day as seventy years ago,
gives the fullowing advice tn ladiez who go
much into rociety : Ido not sleep too long or

When you are going tn be up late at a bhall, try

{n return-

tow little.
to sleep fur an hoor or so during the afterncon.
iny home aiter the ball, jump into a really hot bath and re-
nitin for hali 8 minute in the water ; immediately get into
hed after being rubbed with a hot sheet or bath-towel, and
then drink a sinall cup of bouillon, and half a wine glass of
Malaga ia sirengthening wine much vsed abroad, and too

little known in Epgland). D not rise hefure ten o'clock
the following mornitr, when ring either fur a cold bath, or
sponge all over with a large cold gponge, which is even more
inviyorating to the system. A cup of eoffee and piece of
toast, without butter, to follow. .

n the same authoity, we are assured nothing is so eon-
dacive to health as te wear 8 mairow piece of Hannel from
the nape of the neck down the lengih of the apine, tied
with rihbons vound the throat,  * This will keep colds,
bionchitis, and phthisin in abevance,” 1 faney I can hear
my readers murmvr, * The remedy is worse than the disease.’
Aprapos of hiygiene, the enstim would seemy to be gaining
ground of ladies, who are eocially bard warked, giving
themselves over to complete rest fur & whole dayin the
course of every week or ten daye. This juie, Mme. la
Baronne S. mssures ng in her litile book, is faithinlly ad-
liered ta by many Epglish beaulies, and among others by
Loy Londonderry.

HE following etory of the youpg King of Servia has jost
come to light : —Alexander, it seems, had passed his
first examination in mathematica cum {aude, when he

began to rellect that it waanot becoming for a king to solve
mathematical problems when he was disgusted with science,
as the yaur.hf?.ll king then felt he was. Av this critieal
moment the Hussian ;:Ienipotentiary sent in Liz card, and
inqnired whether the Prince felt inclined to join the Franco-
Russian allianea? * With all my heart,’ young Alexander
replied, ¢ provided the allied Fowers will take care that I:
—(1] Be released from learning (he irreenlar Greek verbs:
(2} That I am not any wore Lothered with trigonemetrical

rohlems ; (3) That 1 am allowed to read novein during the

oms devoted to the study of Cicere; (4) That I be dis-
pensed from knewing the facts connected with historieal
dates.  Finally,” e said, * I want to be absolved from noider-
going a1l trinls aod examinations relating to my etudies, for
I shall probabiy have trinla enough waiting me if [ join this
alliance.” ¢ non ¢ rero & ben trovato !

T Dantzig. the oticers of the 1st Hegiment of Husrare
;\ linve been presented by the ladies of Lhe eily with &
set of table-linen, compising a table-cloth ren yards
lony, and twenty-four serviettea, maide of the hewt German
flax. The talle eloth is emhroidered with fourlarge beanti.
fully executed damask roseites, the two nater rosettes beib,
i wnkeit to the right and lefv Ly replicas of the histwmica

ketile-drums asd trumpets of the segivent. In the ceatse
of the outer rusettes is embroidered 1n white silk the mono-
gram of the regimeot, ‘ F.W.K. overlapped Ly the Im-
perial crown. Leath heads, the emblem uf the regiment,
and the star of the black eagla fringe Lhe cloth st regolar
intervals, whilat above is & deep border of lmurel-leaves
which give the whole & most effective appearance. Indees,
it is asserted that such a magnilicent table-cloth as tbix
was never yet seen. The serviettea are a replica of the
cluth, of course upon & greatly reduced acale. The Emperor,
to whom it has been subnntted, has ordered & dupliesie
cluth Lo be made for tha Huyal table, and alsp a counterpane
fur the Imperial couch, only the Iatter is to be worked on
satin gronnd in coloured silks, with the colouis of the regi-
ment.

'l\HUSE who make it their bueinens or pleasure tu chronicle
the movements of Royally might at least take a little
paine to be accurite. paper states that Prioce
tienrpge of Walea and Priocess Muud a:¢ amongst the family
parr; at Fredensborg. The news will surpiise them aw
much as an iten. not long agoe in an inegioative journal
did the Prince of Wales, whu, npon asking the Frincess if
there was any news, was told : * Yes, you bave a bas) attack
of gout.” * Indeed,’ said the Prince, with & laugh, *¥um
eorry 1o hear that.'

LA[)Y HENRY SOMERSET, the popnlar president of
the British Women's Temperasce Association, is guing
to Boston, in America, tu present the great petiiion,
signed by alout a million of women, against the present
lignor trafic. As a ppeaker che ia the fineet woman oratur
we have—eclever, logical, impassivned and elonnent. Few
are aware of her extraordinary artistic power.  Broughy up
in an atmosphere of art, her father, the late Lord Somera,
having been & great connoissenr mand authority on theee
subjects, and an artist himeself, she inherited from him apd
Lady Somers, talents which. had she devoted hereelf to ar,
would have reealted in great things. Sbe wrote and iltns-
trated in colours, some years ago, s book called *&ar
Village Life.” lLady Henry is aleo an exquisite needle-
womsn, and has designed and worked many beantiful em-
broideries. No one bas better taste in arranging & room,
planniog a garden, er decoraling a honse, and she is also &
womsan of indemitable courage and pluck.

AST winter, when the fire broke out at Enstnor Castle,
she was enteriaining a party of over two hundred friends
in the Long Library. Her son came up to her and

whispered that the adjoining roum was full of smoke rud
flames. Without & word she got up snd leit her guests,
raog the chapel bell, snmmoned the household, fitted 1he
hydranta and hose, and sent to Ledbury for the fire-engines,
then reiurned to her fiiends and told them what had hap-
pened, She kept perfectly calm and cool, directing every-
one, aud by her wise Judgment the fire was subdued.

(l\HE absurdity of & woman baviag no vote was nerver
more apparent than in her case. Lady Henry Lias
large estates in Herefordshire, Woreestershire, Gluuces-
tershire, and most of the town of Reigate belongs to ber, as
well as the Somers Town estates in London ; she pays rates
to a large amonnt, and yet has no voice in making the laws
on the subjects in which she is #v deeply interested, while
the most wnorant labourer on her estate can exercise his
right 1o vote.

\ OST of our readers will be interested in Mias Daisy
i Cornwallis West. The beantiful danghter of a beant-

ful mother, Miss Weat is well-known in Society, and
being as amiable as phe is charming, is n oniversal fasonr-
ite. The newn of her engagement tu Piince Hans Ieinrich
of Pleas, the eldest son of Prinee Pless, lias excited moeh
kindly interest, and the young cowple will be laonched
upon their new life when the time comes with tle cordial
wood wishes of conntless friends.

\ {85 CORNWALLIS WEST was the most talked-of new
H beauty at the fisst Drawing Hoom this year. Coriously

etwugh, aithough ehe is #0 pretty, she is pot a bit like
her wother, being very fair. Prince Hans is very tall, ver
fair, and decidedly guod-lovking.  He hes made himself
very populur over here, entering keenly into all that goes
on. € was elected & member of the Coaching Club this
season, and drove a wonderfully smiart team nt the o ning
parade in May. He is also 8 very good leader of cotillon—
tor be led une with the Baroness Aifred von Uppenheim at
the Lall givem by the laiter last June, mworeover, he hns
one his share of entertaining, for he gave a Lall at the Savoy
Hetel some xix weeks ago, when Mrse Hwia Williams was
good enough to play the part of hostess.

B‘EW of those visitors to the Isle of Wight who have ob-

served a gigantic barge statiopary at the end of the

_ jetty in the (sborne private grounds, are aware that
this defunct veanel rerves as a sea bLath for any membera of
the Koyal farily who may desire a dip io the briny. By an
ingenivua arrangement the water cap be made to rush in
and fill the boat, thos forming a spacious bath, which is as
convenient as it ia safe.

A\‘RU['US_ of bathing, I canoot belp alluding to the
eccenuiicities of bathing costumes, which generally

make the morning the most amusing part of the day
at & fashivnable watering place.  Oor ideas on the subjecs
are much more elementary than these of vor neighbours
wcroes the channel, whose meilfot invariably consista, be-
sides the actomal diess itself, of silk tights, corsets, shues,
and a hat, for n Frenchwoman never dreams of dipp'ing her
head.  Added to this it is e riguenr to possess a cluak in

which to walk to and from the water's edge.

e weeks ago 1 saw the robc de sier of & dainty
Parisienne irieml who was siarting to inhhle the nzone st
Trouville. 1t was an ides) costume. A very fult tupie
of thick guipure lace waa pleated om to a tight lining of
scarlet, and coplined below the waist with a wide red ajlk
sanh, The sleeves were huge puffa of goipure tied np with
red ribbone.  Scarlet silk tights and trunks and poigted
shoes of dcru linen finished the coestume, excepting & long
red peaked cap oo the bead.  An Eastarn burnons envelvped
her on the way from her niachine to the waves.
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Any gug-l'u, domestic or otherwise, wall be inserted free of

eharge. Corvespondents repl to ica are requested to
ive the date of the question ¢£'_\;gnu i:nd enough ta anser,
and address their reply to' The Lady Editer, NEW ZEALAKD
GRAPHIC, Auckland,’ and in the top left-hand corner Zj
tAe enveiope * Annoer” or ¢ Query,’ as the case may be.  The
RULES for corr are few and simple, but readers
af the NEW ZEALAND GRAFPHIC are requested to comply with
the y

.

Queries and Answers o Querica are always inseried as
so00n a8 possible after they are received, though, owing to
pressure on this column, it may be a week or fwo before they

appear. —ED.

RULES
No. 1.—AH communicalions muat be writlen on one avde of

the only.
N’:.II;.'—Agtetten (not left by hand ) must be prepaid, or
they will recesve no attention.
o. 3.—The editor cannof undertake fo reply except
through the columns of this paper.

QUERIES.

CocoA-NUT PunDING, —Will you or one of your corre.
spondents kindly teil me how to make this.— MAUDLIE?
PeArs IN A MovLn.—I shonld be very glad of directions
how to cook and arrauge these. —LADDIE
House ANTS.—Cookl you ublize me with & remedy for
3 bl

the destr of thess t insects I—{FOMESTIL.

ANSWERS TO QUERLES.

' Mignon.—Yon will very easily _make black butter by
putting aowe fresh butter into & frying-pan aml coeking 1t
notil it is & deep brown coluar, then put 1atw the pan with
it some parsley leaves which have been waaned, dried, nod

icked 1rom the stalks intoamall pieces. ‘The parsiey mwast
?ry in the batter until it is erisp, and vhen the butter and
parsley must be poured either uver the lish or whatever it
may ba going to be served with. Inoto the pan that the
butter was cooked in, pour a liltle vinegar, two tablespoon-
fuls would be sufficient to use fora quarter-of-a-pound of
butter ; make the vinegar boiling hot and then pour it into
the sanceboat with the butter. Have you ever used this
sauce with caulilower? I think you would like it very
much.

« Stupide.’—I fancy the following manner of cooking kid-
neys wiil result in a dish very simtlar to_ the ope you men-
tion :—After the kidneys have been skinned, soa the core
removed, they must be cut in slices about a quarter of an
inch thick, and put into a sauié pao after having been
sessoned with pepper and salt, and fried quickly in a little
hot butter for two or threa minutes The pan should be
shaken during the time tha kidneys are being fried o pre-
vent them adhering to the pan. The kidneys when couked
should be placed in a steamer o that the grease may be
drgined from them. Clean thepan and put inte it twoorinree
tablespoonfuis of thick brown sauce, which should have &
little sherry and a leaspoonful of Liebig Company's Extract
mixed with 1t. When this sauce has been brought to hail-
ing point add the sliced kiduoey, and let them thoroughty
warls in the sauce, but the sauce should nos Le allowed 0
boil after the kidneys are added, or they will become rough.
\When served with nicely fried potato chipa this makes a
very excallent luncheon dish, and for a small dinver conld
be servad as an entréa.

ONION PIoKLE (¢ Martha’),—$elect one gallon of smakl-
gized silver-skin onions. They are nicest when just grown
Lo the =ize of & cherry. Peel and wash them uicely. Pat
two quarts of fresh milk and two quarts of water in a granite
kettle, and make it aquite salt. VWhen it boils put in the
onions, and boil them until astraw will readily pierce them.
Drain throagh a colander, pour fresh waler over ther and
drain again. Select for them glass jars with glass tops. It
is not well to put pickle in jars that have metal tops lined
with poreelain, for the vinegaracts on she coament thav holds
the porcelain io the top, and pickle and top sre buth rained.
Do not hill the jara quike full, a3 horse‘mdlsh, celery and
mustard-seed have yes to be put in.  Fill one of Lhe jata
with vinegar to see how muach will be needed ior all
Measure it and put into a porcelain kettle. Putintoic four
tablespovnfuls of cracked allspice, two of cluves, two of
mace, one of ginger, and one of cinnanon, and let it all
boil about ten minutes. Mix in a bowlone tablespuoninl of
mnstard, one of turmeric, foar of sugar. Stir to a smeoth
paste with eold viaegar, and then suir it inte the boiling
vinegar and remove it at once from the tire. [oto each jar
of pickle pat one tablespooniul of seraped horseradish, vne
of celery-seed and ooe of white mastard-seed, Four the
vinegar inta the jars boiling hot, stirring it se that some of
tha spice will be in each Jar. Seal clowe and setin a cool,
dark place.

. RECIPES.

DeLiciots UX Toxuvk—The ox tongue should be
covered with salt and allowed to reniain all aight ; then _Iet.
it be thoroughly rinsed in planty of cold water, after whicl
place it in a stewpao and cover it with cold water, and
season the water with plenty of salt, and bring the waler to
boling point., Then strain the water from it and press it
uotil cold. 'Then braise it by placing plenty of vegcu:hleu
in & braising-pan and about thred youces of Lutter. Piace
the tongue on the top of the vegetables, and fry aliogether
with the cover on the pan for abuut & quarter of ao hour or
twenty minutes. Then add & qusrter of & piat uf stuck and
twa glassea of aherry, (over the tungue with A buttered
paper, and let it brais: yently, keeping it well basted, and
aliow sbout twenty minutes to each pouad weight to covk
the tungue. When cooked, remove it from the pan and
carefully take utf the outer skio aud place the toogue in u
baking-tin and pour two glasses uf sherry over it, and brush
it over with & little lignia glaze, and put it ina liot oven fur

about hifteen minntes, keepiny it well basted with sheny all
the time.

BEIGNETS SOUFFrLES A LA LEMOS—Pat into & stewpan
balf & pint of water, two ounces ol castor sugar, and a
quarter of a pannd of butter.  Bring the water to boiling

int, and then stir in quickly about five ounces of Vienna

our and mix into & smooth stift paste, which sbwuld leave
the pan qnite clean. Let the paste cook on the sile of the
etova fur about ten minutes, and stir it from time to time to
prevent it being burned.  Then tusn the paste into & basin
aod aet it asilde until it has somewhat cooled, and mix into it
by degrees three egge, working the paste well until it is
quite%ight, adi six or eight drops of essence of vanilla, and
then put the niixture into a lange forcing bag with = Main
pipe, and squeeze ont & small quantity of pasie aboat the
size uf n filbert, holding it over a pan of elean builinu_fat,
and cut i the paste anil let it fall into the grease. Continue
doing this until suflicient beignets are made. Turn them
contionally while they are cooking, which will take from
eight to ten mioutes. The grease should oot Lie too bot, or
they will become 100 dark in colour.  They shonld be a nice
gnolden colour when cooked and about the size of a awnall
egg. Lifk them out of the grease and drain the iat from
them, rolt them in castor sugar, which sliould have a little
lemon peel and essence which has heen pounded and passed
through a sieve, mixed with it, and -erve in & pile as hot ax
posnible.

A CHRISTMAS BREAKFAST.

THE following menu is liberal provision for a eompaby of
twelve persons, wilth a goal margin for additional guests, if
sach be found on this festival when prople are sapposed to
gather in family parties.

But as there are waifs who are belated in getting home,
or who have nn home to go to, if you wish to share your
Christraas cheer with them, have no fears; there will be
amyple sutticiency, and the bill of-fare is eertainly very
charming.

MENU -

THes. Straw berries.
(atilake and Crean.

Hot Kolls. Fried Uysters. Wattles.
Cream Toaat. Chicken. Potato Chips.
Cucambers Fried Sansare.

Collee.

KoLLs. —Une quark of Hour, one heaping tab.espuonful of
butter, half & cop of fresh yeast, one cap of fresh milk, two
eggs, salt to taste. Mix luto a soft dough over ht.
Farly in the morping kpeed the dough, moold into biscuit
shape, thongh larger, flatten with the hand or rolling pin.
Set to rise again in & well-buttered pan. When light bake
a nice brown, and send to table hot.

OATFLAKE —Une quart of oattiake, three piats of builing
water, & level teaspounful of salt, cook in a granite sance-
pan for balf an hoor, stirnog constantls,  Serve with rich
cream.

WAFFLES. —Une quart Hour, one pint warm corn-meal
mush, one gquart fresh milk, six eggs, beaten separately
very light. Mix thoroughly. Bake in wafle irons.

CrEam TOAST, —Blice white bread into even slices three-
t}‘nurters of an ioch thick, and neatly trim off the erust

‘ozst the bread s pretty brown, de not dry it up in the
oven. Butter on both sides. Heat the eream hot, but not
boiling, and pour vver each side of each slice a tablespoonfnl.
The toast muat be thoroughly well-buttered to benice. 'at
& pinch of salt in the cream.” Serve in hot dish.

CoLn CiunckEN.—-Hoast a chicken the day befure, ent it
up carefully, cover with white sauce made of corntlour
cream, a small piece of butter, pepper and salt ; add dainty
pieces of parsley round the edge of the dish,

Porato CHIFS,—Pee), and slice very thim, eight large
potatoes. Lay the slices in salted cold water for ten
mioutes. Remove and dry in a soft napkin. Havae realy
boiling lard, drop in a light handful at & time, Keep them
separated. As wuen as they are of a pale brown, lifs out In
8 wire spoon, drain and place oo a hot dish.

FRIED 8a .— et the best article of genuine pork
sausaye sensoned with plenty of sage, black and red pepper,
and salt. Mould into balls the size of an ordinary biscuit,
flatten and fry in 8 hot fryine pan. Let thew Lrown oo
both sides and serve with their own gravy iaa covered dish.

CucUMBERS A 1 ESPAGROLE. -— Chovse twn or three
fresh, young cucumbers, peel them, and cat ench one in
halves lengthwise ; next cut each lLalf throngh the middle,
thus formiag fone neat-ahaped, equal =ized pieces ont of each
cucnmber.  Take out the seeds, and dip the pieces in Hour
which has lieen highly seasuned with salt, pepper amil a
pinch of cayenue, shen fry in hot butier, or puod beet drip-

ing, until richly browned. Drain the cucumbers carefulf:v
rom the fat, and lay them in a saucepan ; cover with good
brown stock, and simnwer gently until quite tender, but
not at all broken : then take up the vegetalle, ploce each
piece on a slicea of hot bnttered toast of correaponiling size
and shape, and arrange neatly on s hot dich.  Stir inte the
atock sulticient brown rowr to thicken it to taste, buil up,
akim if necessary, pour over the cucambers aud eerve at
once.

Decorate the table with gnantitiea of lowers; add ylass
dishes af different kinds of preserve and hobey, also boiled
g

Fio
Menus for dincer and tea will be given divecly.

*QRB’ C()RRU(L{TED TRON will cover more—a long
way more—ihan any other iron. and for guality has no egua’,

FLAG BRAND PICKLES AND SAUCK eannot be equalled.
HaywaRD BRros,, Manufacturers. Chrisichurch.—(Abwvr.}

LADIES, for Afternoon Tea, use AULSEBLOK'S
i HBiacurrs and Uakgd, & perfect delieacy.—-

The New High Arm Davis Vertical Feed iv acknowledged
by experts to be the maont perfect Sowing Machine the wothh hns
yot pech. —AIWT,

Wife (in front of hywna's cage) : * We hiuve been standing
Lere now for m quarter of an honr aml the hywna hasn’t
laughed once yer.” Hualand : * That's very yneer, lor it
lias been kouking At your pew aummer bounet all the time.’

LONDON AND PARIS FASHIONS.

PRETTY AND TASTEFUL MILLINERY.

BEE ¥ASMIOK FLATK. FAGK 6892.)
SMART Parisian millinery of the moat tasteful de-cription
possible may always be found at the house from which b
week's sketches ate taken, no matter what the season of the
cear may be. At the preseut time they are displaying a
arge number of the moxt charming bate aml bonaets whach
it 18 possible to imagine or describe,

Nu. Lis n very pretry bonnet in s mixtnie of gold unlom
and jet. trimmed with fine black lace and orpamented both
fiont and back with bows of yellow ribben. A ynilling of
fine black lace ia placed oy the top of the ciown and 1he
stringx are of black velvet.

Nu. 2 is a charming little togue, which can aleo be used
as a bounet by the additivn of etringsifdesited. 1t is made
entirely of gold tinsel ribbon, must eleverly arranved aod
tied in'a large bow in front. In aod vut the gold ribben
next Lhe hair there are 1wista of jetted beads, while clu~tera
of white ostrich tips are placed at the back, «o 1hat some of
them rest npon the hair.

Nuo. 5 is a graceful shape made in Ulack Tuscan siraw or
erinolting, and caught np at the Lack with bows of Ince and
knots of velvet.  (dn the eroww, this hat is prettily trilmmed
with large bows of golden-brown velvet and a group of black
winga.

No, 4 i3 a mwst becoming hat in black crinoline siraw,
trimmed with a wide pleated frill of white lace, and twiats
of soit white chilfon, held in place by a jetted pin. Sowe
white ostrich tips are placed rather high at the back.

No. 5is a quaint little hat in one of the newest fancy
Tuuchn straws, made with a small sapar-loaf erown, rownd
which a wide blue ribbun is placed, threaded thivugh large
tings of jet. This same ribbon i= afterwards tied m large
bows high at the back. Underceath the brim these is a
band of black velvet npon which a small how ia pluced, the
strings beinyt of black velvet Lo correapond.

THE PRINCESS OF WALES' BOATING FROCKS.

Tuk Princess and her danghters wenr the quietest of yacht-
ingr dresses—biue serge as a rule whea it is chilly, and when
warmer, blue foutard. Whileall the yachting world is busy
shopping at the one great house in Cowes the Royal ladies
sent nshore for the head of it, and eonsulted bim quietly on
board the Usborne. Whartever the fashicos may be, the
Princess always has her yaebting gowns wide in the
skirts, and shert, as well ax Figln. ’Phe toval ladies, wother
and danghters, wear silk blouses aluost constantly wlen
yachtiog or in the connotry, and oceasionaly have complete:
eostumes of white or crean) eolonted serge.

A SENSIBLE WATERPROOF.

WHOEVER has had occasion to wear a waterproofl clvak on
& midsummer day has doultless experienced a sense of dis-
comfort ditticult L6 describe in words. The almost intoler-
able heat and the profnsa perspiration are quite as unconi-
fortable as a slight shower. A business woman gives as the
result of her experience and needs sume Jirectiona &8s to Lbe
making of waterproof garments, and insists that they may
be micle alniost as comforinble as other wraps. A akirt 1
cab with gored front and sides and straight back widith, It
is cut ten inches shorter than the lengih of the liguie frum
the waist-line tw the ground, The top ia turned in one
inch, and the turned portion is firmly Lasted down. Thia
edye i3 attached to 8 narrow yoke of tather louvsely woven
camel's hair or canvas. Thesides and back shoul:l be sewel
on in pipings vr tlulings, tha upper edge of which is leit
open. 7o do this, pinch up a fold of the goods and sew it
to the yoke. Face the betu up on the right sile with a
bias band of the waterproof material. Make a rather deep
circular cape with & cloth yoke. The waterproof may be
stitched on the yoke ftat ; the eape sbould be held dowa by
loupa of elastic cord attached to buttons sewed upun the
skirt. Three buttons anil loops, one on either side and cue
at the back, will he snficient, or more may be added it the
wearer pleases. Weightsin the hem of the cape will anawes
the sane purpose.

A ronpd cape-collar of the waterproof, just large epouglh
to cover the cloth yoke, should be sewed on in Hutings
around & parrow standing eollar. Lottoos and loops held
the cape collar in place.

With this arrangement, a rubber or mackintosh may be
worn with comfort and ease. With a lurge nmbrella vnly
the skirt need be worn untess in heavy storms, aul on dam)
or eold days the cape alvne is a great comfort, For rainy
evenings in addition 1o the skirt and eape, the inventor lax
o hood aml lonyr cape made in one.  As she goes uut a great
deal of evenings, thiz is epecially convenient and comfort-
able. No patent has been laken out by the inveator, and
any lady of ingenuily cen uake such a garment for herself

A YOUNGC LADY'S OPINIDN DF CATS,

I HATE cats, I don’t care who knows it ; T hate 'em.  They
are the type of everything mean and couteruptible in hunin
natnre, ‘'hey haven't one of its virtues, but nll ita vices,
They are deceitiul. They have na gratitude. They steal.
They lie as well as they can withuut tungues. Yoo canait
Lribe them to be fuithfnl. You cannuot arvnse s sense of
rile Ly treating them with dignity. Spurn s great dug's
riendly advances anod you'il have hard work te coax nm
back again: but you may kick a cat vut of the reom amd
sbe will aneak in and leap inte your lap with a hypoeritical
* pur-r r-r," whenever she ginella crenm abont.  She will give
yon her caresses without foving yon one bit, and serateh
you when her clawn are seemingly most sheathed in velvet.
She will come back to the house you hove left empty, be-
canse ib ins been & comfortahle one tv her.  Hot she will
never uw yuu aa doga o, through rain And shine and
uod and ill, aml lie wmonning on your grave AL last, the
vhly lviend whe mourns you.  No one ever told or oonld
tell & wtory of & cat which had in it one atom of eonstancy
or generuxity or affectivn or nobilivy, snything Lot ¢n-
terptible, cunning meanness, gluttony and kuavishuens.
’l‘herefurg do 1 hate the race most heartily, from Lhe old
grey cut in the area to the mmaltese kitten un the parlour
ruy ; and always hase and niways will as lonp: an | keep my
FEOEN.
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THERESA
— -

HE benatiful young t'ountess Telka
Erdodi was happy. Ia ita cradle lay
her Lirst child, Eer little danghter.

The babe had been baptized, and in
its ears had been placed ita first ear-
ringe of red Id, their fastening =
corunet. Half the narsa’s time would
be spent in keeping the infant from
tearing these torments from its ears,
But the custom must be observed at
any cost. The old great-grandmother
who had once worn them herself, had

laced them in the ears of her danghter,

er daoghter's daughter, and new in
the wrinkled. pink rosa leaves of this

Ita eap, stiff with emnbroidery, stood high npen

stuall babe
its heail, mnd ita robe, ornamented in the same way, was

very beautiful. This was its state costumne. It had been
exhibited to its relatives and friends, bad eaoed and crowed
and behaved itself perfectly, and now its nurse wonld array
it in the little quoilted gown which was kept for ordinary
wear, aod lull it to =leep. There was to be a feast and
afterwards darncing and musie in honour of the occasion.

The whole housshold was happy, and grief and trooble
seemed so far away, that it might have been banished from
the world. Attired in robes of rich fabrie, jewels in her
hair and in her ears, ahout her neck and arms and at her
belt, the conntess kissed her babe and descended the atairs,
her train borne over the arm of her waiting-maid. As she
enfered the preat hall, all saluted her, they attered her
name, the wine-cups were drained to her bealth, the health
of the coant, her husband, and that of the newly christened
child Theresa

The servants gathered about the door.

Unly the noree
with her white ca

and aprun, her voluminous silk dreas, her
gay stockings and round-toed shoes remained alome in the
pursery. [t seemed very dull and stupid there What was
the use of wearing a silk dresa with 80 maui gatds in it and
& cap of lace like that, if one wa~ to be hidden away up
there with a baby, however high-born ?

She thought of her peasant-husband aod of her own babe
that she had left tn earn money by being the foster-mother
of this tiny aristeerat. There azrongst her neizhbours she
was no oue’s slave. She revolted against her bondage.

‘Bah ! My little Ivan sleeps very well without being
stared at,’ she zaid.  * Why nat thiz one?

And leaving the room, she stole down the stairs and
uhined a spot where she could look and listen like the rest

The feast was over ; the dancing bad begun. The chief
peasants of the place, in their picturesque costumes were
performing before the high-born ladies and gentlemen.

A handsome young man advanced toward a young woman,
cinging or chaoting an invitation to dance. She L‘mde hinz
wait until she had spun her fax. The other young people
Jjnied in with words which, roughly interpreted meant :

*Dance now. hile spinning fiax, the dance is over.
While spioning, love Hies away. ~Dance while you can.’

Then all danced, each youth with a maiden, and ended
by howing, hand in hand, before the great folk, who gave

them gold, drink to the men and sweetweats to the women

‘They have a Letter dance in my village,” said the nurse;
“the dance of the sunrise.’

* You will bare the pleasure of returning te yoor native
village to see it, Sodrina, if you leave the baby to itself
much longer,’ said a voica in her ear. *1'm no tale-bearer,
but 1iny lady's own maid is coming this way.’

Sodrina, frizhtened at the idea of losing ber good wages,
tled back to the nursery. Thus she missed the beautiful
spectacle of the gathering of the great folk on the tloor for
their caise.

{Jh, what music was that which the orchestra in the
wallery disconrsed ! It sighed, it trembled, it touched

yaung hearts with new thoughts, and awoke old memories
io those of the elder penple. Strong arms encireled delicate
waists ; passionate eyes looked into tender omes. Awny,
away ! Who danced more lightily or emiled more gaily than
the Countess Telka ?

Suddealy eereans, shrieks of terror, weeping and wailing,
£lled the halls and stairways. [nto the great hall reahed
the nurse, Sodrina, fotlowed by the other servants, calling
wn their master, repeating the word * Gone ! (ione ! Gone !
aver and over again.

Giope, vanished, carried away by evil spirits or wicked
fairies * The babe, the child of the house, the little Coun-
tess Theresa—pone, gone! the dance ended, tle masic
stopped, all Hew to the nursery, half hoping that all this
outery was caused by some superstitious fancy of its pea-
sant nurse ; for no babe of her age could leave its pillow,
nnd who could hear it away?

Alra! the cradle was really emipty, the silken coverlet
ooe, the linen sheeta lyiog upon the Hoor, one little sock
rapped apon the window-sill, beneath which ran a baleony

with stepn to the garden, and pinoed 1o the pillow was a
piece of paper, an which were written these words :

It in not =0 long rince you persecnted the gipsies that you can

have forgutten them.  You bade your servants drive theen from
Fuur tand and beat them with thongs, * Ungodly dogs.” you raid,
“I would throw them to the beara if T had my wa¥. Their re-

ligion is of Jard, and the doge have eatenit. No Christian need
regaril them.”  And my boy dicd of those blows—my son. Thouxh
the gipsies have no God, ey kecp their catha. [ vowed revenge

have taken it this,  Before you terd what T write 1
thrown your babe tothe bear: and they, hungry in
the winter woods, will have devoured it.

A Grey MoThHER.'
The count attered a cry of despair. With all the other
mea withio eall, he went forth to fallow the gipsy woman
and seek his chilil. #ot they found no trace of them,
though in the frozen foreats they heard the bears hawl from
their caven. Tlays after, a peasant gathering faggors in the
wounda, fonind a ribbon that bhad tied the chilil's sock, Hoat-
ing from & dwarf evergreen near a great bear's den. The
discavery crushed the last lingering hope that filled the
wmother's beart—that the gipsy mother had not, aiter sll,
found it possible to be mo cruel to an inoucent habe, anid
that mopey might give her hack her child.
Frow that time the count and the counteza no longer knew
sppiness. A settled welanchaly rested npon them, was

vinible in their voices and stamped npon their conntonances ;
and they received, beeides their deareat friends, only the
moat forrual visita of ceremony, aod cootinoally wore deep
maonrmiag. R

Time seenied to have no power to soothe their woe, and no
other children eame to comfort them. )

Io Huangary, at that date, there wers many places in
which the bears graw dangernus at times, and hunts, which
were considered good sport, became Wecessary for the pro-
tection of thoee who lived near the foresta 1t was twelve

ears from tha time of the disappearanes of the eount's
ittle daughter when one of these hunts was orgsnized.
The bears, who in mild weather will live contentedly on
nuts, roots, brries, and honey, would in winter, when these
could not be found, descend upon the farms, earry away the
little pige, chickens and all small domestic gnimals, and, if
Attacked, turm upen human beings, and, seizing them in
their furious embrace, tear them to pieces with their sharp
clawa.

Thia thing hed happened to a farmer whu defended hia
atock, and pow from hill and valley, from cottage and
castle, came forth armed and monnted men to do battle
Against these usually innocent creatures. Some in revenge,
some for sport, some for the sake of the flesh which they
esteemed good meat.

Amongat the gentlemen was the Count Erdodi. He rode
at the head of the concourse into the forest, and desired
nothing so much as to be foremost in the destruction of the
hears.

The worda of the gipsy'n letter were ever in his mind—'1
will throw your child to the bears.' Perhapsy it might be
that he shauld slay with hiz own bands the brote who had
devoured his babe ; the thought gave him & certain savage

oy.

! "i'he hnuters were very succes<ful, and, after killing many
beara, came at last, jneb at nightfall, apon a cave from
which emerged a large and =avage she-bear, who attacked
them furionsly, Her conduoct eonvinced them thar she waa
defending her cubs—uonder such circumstances the stienpth
and courage of a female bear is astonishing. However,
they conquered her at last, slew her, and were about to
enter the cave in zearch of the cubs, when from its shadows
emerged a form that filled them for an instaot with supersti-
tious terror.

At Erat they thonght it some elfin thing of the wonds, or
a spirit that dwelt within the cave, but its rondoct soon
proved it some harmless buman being, as with shrieka of
grief and terror, moans and cries that wrung every bosom,
it threw itself opon the body of the bear, and Iavished em-
braces, tears, and kisses upon it, strove to lift its head and
vainly endeavonred to drag it back into the cave.

[t was, they now saw. s girl, slender and dark, Her
lilack hair waa long and wild, her eyes clowing and gleaming
like jewels. YWhen they tonched the bear she attacked
then: with her nails and her little white teeth. and nttered
fierce cries ; and at Iast, when they endeavoured to seize her,
she evaded them hy climbing into the branches of & tree
and sacending swiftly as a squirrel to its upper branches.

It was very difficnlt to capture her : but at last, she was
baonnd and wrapped in Connt Erdodi’s cloak, and a atont
peasant undertook to carry her back to the village with
him.

* It is some ¢hild who haa been last in the woods,' he eried.
¢ See —there are rings in her ears.”

At these words, ('ount Erdodi, pale as ashes, diemounted
from his horse and rushed forward. Bending over the pal-
pitating being, he gazed apon its little ears, and rAw, em-
bedded in tha flesh of each, a thread of gold which held a
tiny jewelled coronet

Hia lost child was found. The bear whom th=y had
killed had frustrated the gipsy's designs by hecoming its
foster-mother. Before they left the spot the bunters pave
the poor animal Christian burial ; for =urelv the ereatore
had had a tender heart within its breast. Tears took the
place of prayers and afterwards the connt marked the spot
with a stone.

The little Conntess Theresa was taken home.
treatment and ¢aresses soon tatned her.  She learned tolove
her parents and to speak. Tn two or three years she could
prattle very prettily and tell her strapnpre experiencea.

According to her, the bear had certain modulations of
voice by which it made known ita wishes to her. [t conld
call her, reprove her, or warn her of danger. Tfshe sereamed,
it came ta her at once. At pight she slept on its bosow.

When Theresa began to understand the meaning of words,
she always epoke of the animal as: *Good mother bear.’
She nlways loved it, and nothing pleased her wore than
when her tather erected in his gardens—where all who chose
may see it to this day—a foantain, in the midst of whose
waters ia a marble bear holding tenderly in her embrace a
little, new-born babe. RBeneath is this inscription -

Kind

‘WHEX BRUTES HAVE HEARTS

MUBT THEY NOT ALSO WAVE 8NTLsY

And all thisis periectly true ; and rome ple live, no
doubt, who remember it all ; for an account nme discovery
of the wild child who bad been nurtured by a she bear and
her restoration to her parents was piven in the periodical
known as the Gazettc des Portes de Frankfort, March, 1825,

ONLY ONGE.

THERE is nothing like making the best of everything, but
even when people do make the best of things they are very
apt to put in a qualifying * but’ somewhere,

Twa very ald people were talking one day about the de-
Highta of old age. .

‘Why,” said one, *we get the best of everything, At
our house, all the tenderest bite of steak, the nicest
;nonels, of chicken, the largest pieces of pie are saved out
Or ne.

*Yes,' naid the other; 'at oar house I bave the moet
comfortable room in the house, the easiest chair, and the
warnieat corner at the fireplace.*

* And everyhody looka at ns kindly and respectinlly,’

*Tw be anre. But, ah, Johp, it's sorrowful to think—*

* What, Jane ¥

“ We can’t be nld hat once ¥

LADIES’ DRESSES, DUST AND DISEASE

chief of the Viennrss
P tlengthof iadies’ trains
an worn in the streets of the Anstrian capital. On general
grounds, the pablic, wa may rest assured, will mot object s
reatrictions on these cumbrous and obhstructive appendages,
Taste, if it has (as we have always understood) & closs oon-
nection with neatness, will also be gratified by this protest
on behalf of simple dress. Health, which is equally eon-
eerned with personal clesnliness, will be sensible of a napi-
tary gain. But the Auastiinp police bave even more in
view. The flowing skirts, they contend, have w possibie
inflaence on the spread of contagivon by the dust they raise.
It is impoasible with mathematical acenracy 1o disprove
this poaﬁibility. but, sorely, heére in a case in which over-
anxieiy bred n & germ-baonted mind has usar the
leadership of practical rensa. If otherwise, why does not
tratlic cease in the streets of Vienna, and what calamities
may not be looked for when the heedless winds of Seprem-
ner will scatter ¢londs of dust into every coiner of the city ?

RECEXT instractions issoed Ly the
J1 h 'r totbei 3

TIMELY INYOCATION.

A MAMDEN lady, who lives alone except for her servants,
owns & line parrot which her nephew brooght back from a
visit to South America. The bird was eent 10 a profesaional
yrainer to be taoght to speak, but when it wre returned it
obetinately refused to utier A word, ana its mistress decided
that the teaching had heen a failure.  Polly's cage bung in
a dressing-room which adjoined its mistress's chamber, and
at night the door between the two roome was left open.

Une night a borglar got inte the honze, and after parking
up the silver below stairs, erept steaithily up to the chamber
of the lady, where he proceeded to gather together her
jewellery. He bad got most of her vaiuables into & hand-
bag without awakening her, when suddenly an nnearthly
voice from the next rovmn called ont lond encugh to arcuse
the seven sleepers -

* {rod bless our home! (od Lless gur home "

The burglar was so startled that be dropped his dark lan-
tern, and then, in trying to recover it, stumbled overms
chair and pitcned headlong to the ficor. The lady sudden)
awakened, screamed a3 the top of her voice, and the thief,
now thoronghly demeralized, iook a flying leap for thbe
stairway outside the door of the chamber. He slipped,
fell, and broke his leg, 8o that he was easily captared
by the batler and coacnman, who bad come o the rescue of
their mistress.

All this time the parrot had continped to ery at the top
of its lungs :

¢ tiod blesa oor home ! God bless vor home ™

Pully evidently felt that the time for talking had come,
and nnder the circomstances her mistress conld not well et
ont of patience with her, although she screamed this une
senlence for the rest of the night.” Havizg begua to talk,
indeed, she continued to chatier for the rest of her life, and
was looked npon &= a remarkably accomplished parrot.

A NOVEL MENU.

‘TUE advent of any new idea in the way of dinner-table de-
talle is always welcome, and | think many of my readers
may be amused by the following novel menu arrangement,
and way, perliaps, be glad to base one upon it for their own
use :— .
FROCLAMATION TOOUR TRULY AND WELL-BELOVED—
OvVEZ! OYEZ!! OvEz!?!
KEnow ye all men while yet ye live
‘That we a mighty banquet give.
He seated then in mighty haste
And take Anchoyy—not the paste.
Nor Eggs nor ¥ine shall ye disdain
For we bave olives sent from Spain ;
vur guests we trust we do not shock
For turtie’s denr so Turtles Mock,
And the’ sll summer’s beauties droop -
W& bave the Spring or Suner Soup ;
Fried Smelts; or il ye must be sweil,
Take Zalmon a la inaitre d'hotel.
Figcons have inio Mushrooms flown,
Tomatoes into sweci breads grown
Fair damea bedeckedd in bibs and rufiies
Think ye of Turkey dons with 1rufes,
W hile gentlemen ‘twill not wani foree
To make you swallow Culery Sauce,
‘This last Wit's sadly from us wrung.
Oh, ladies, will you lake Ox Tongue 1
As we are Jews we have npt ham,
But give you Peas and ¥addle of Lamb
Like Drury Lane we make a fuss
W hen we can offer Aspuara “Gus '
Your eyes on sweets delightied glat
Macedoine Jelty and Cocoa-nut.
It all is well drink to your host,
And also Lord Mayor " SAVOrY ' LOASL
dces we have, we've made them whole,?
With lceberg Pudding froin the poie ;
All kindr of Fruils of different, shapes
From Melons green to Hot-house Grapes ;
Then we say Grace liko Bishop or Dean
50 enda the banguet.
GO SAVE THE QUEEXN.
Given under our Hand and Seal
This day of Noveimnber,
Carlton Hoad. in the County of London.

This nnconventional menu was printed in red and back,
with coat of arma at foot, on rough-edged wrey paper.

ARTIFICIAL FLoWERS, PLANTS AND FERXS for the draw-
ing-room, dining-room, and hall. BIrs PoPE bhasa splendid
assoriment. Art Neadlework and Fancy Repository.
Morten’s Buildings, CURISTCHUTRCH,

Bailders and others will sava from onang;mnd to thirty
shillings per ton by using 'ORB’' COHRUGAT. IRON.

LOCAL INDUSTRY v. IMPORTATIONS.—
Competent judgee assert that the IJDZenzulL Jujuben
snd Sweela mannfi d by AUL Co. are
nnequalled.—{ADVT.)

The only * Vertical Feed’ Sewing Machine in the world
ic the New High Arm Davis Head Office In New Zealan
Hudson and Co., Christchorch.—AnvT,

FLag BranD PicELEs. —Aak for them, the beat in the
market. HiYWiRD Bros., Christchurch.—{ADVT.}
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ANSWERS TO CHARADES.

1. —Paint-less.
IL.—Rat tray.

LEARNING.

Cmien ! if thou wouldst with truch and honour live
{Better, without, that thou shouldst ceasze to be,)
Thy first best years, thy first fresh eflorts, give
'Fo learning : all beside is vanity.

Learn, while the glorious snn in heav'n rides high,
And nature groans heneatlh his fervid scars ;

Learn, when Lﬁe silver nwoonlight tioods the sky
Like veil of Artemis on elowds and etars.

Learn, ever learn, while yet thy youth is fair,
When womanhood is lovely in 1t= strength,

YWhen age, like frost, liea lixhtly on thy hair,
And when thy journey’s end is near at length.

l.earn ! and thy sheaves of gathered learning bear
To brighter regions ; thither shalt thou come
With soogs of triumph ; learning even there,
Amid the gladness of the Harvest Home,
MariARET THOMAS,

SOME CHRISTMAS HINTS.

R

UST three days till Christmias, and Lily Brown
and [ are baving such fun getting ready!

I was over at Lily's and we got to talking
about Christmar, and wondering what we would
get this year, and telling each other what we
woild like to get, and [ suppose we became
excited And talked pretty loud, for Lily'a
brother Ned, who was studying in his room
across the ball from us, called out, * Girls, did

you never hear that it ia more blessed to give than receive T
Why don't you talk about what you are going to give this
Christmga 7

Now, [ am ten years old and so is Lily, and when we
came to think about it we felt ashamed that we have had
=0 much experience in receiving and so little in giving.

And s wa are reeing how many gifts we can make to
others this year.

Ned raye that if you were to hear of the nuniber of Lily's
ifts yon would think she *had fallen heir to & gold mine,’
tllxt that you would quickly change yonr mind if you saw

them.

I know of twenty-seven gifts that I am going to give, and
for fear that you may think I bave fallen heir 1o a gold
mine, [ shall tell you what some of them are.

Some of them ure not worth snything in money, but
mamna Says that a thing is worth giving when tiie one that
receives it 18 happier becanse it is given to him ; aud seme
people care more for the love that goes with a gift than for
the money that was paid for it.

My wost expensive gift is for mamma; Aunt Nora
sliowed me huw to meke it, and grandma gave me every-
thing I needed for it except the ribbon and iluss, fur which
I bad to Eu.y a shilling. I forgot to eay that it is a crazy
patchwork cushion.

For papa I have kuit a pair of coarse mittens. The yarn
cost 5d, but oh ! low long it touk me to Kuit them, and [
did every atitch of them.

[ bave made a paper dall-house for Cousin Nattie ont of &
big pasteboard box., I cut out holes in the sidea for doors
and windows ; then with & pencil [ made the pieces I cut
aut look like doorsand window-shutters and then 1 fastened
them to the house again.

For hinges I pasted ome edge of a strip of cloth to Lhe
doar, and the other to the ride of the house.

Ied paper marked with a pencil made a jretty carpet,
and the curtaine are nf tisnue-paper.

‘Lhiers are pictures hanging oo the wall with coloured
paateboard frames, and the furniture is made of pastebuard,
winall boxes and such thioge.

For little Cousin Nora, I bave made a picture-book. I
took fuur pieces of paper-muslin—each piece was about
tifteen inches long amd nine iuches wide—and stitching
them wogether down the centre un the machine made a book
of pixteen payges. I acalloped the edges of the leaves with
the wcissors, aed rulenl in the pictures. [ have seen books
made like thin belore, but Aunt Nuara has made mine ditler-
ent fron sl the uthers,

Ilelt nrlu'e by every pictmie for & piece of blauk paper to
lie pasted, and on each paper Aunt Nora wrote sometling
about Lhe picture.

Ta mnke it plainer 1 will tell you about oue piectwe. 1t
inone uf o lite gitl with bonk and slate on her way to

schoal, and
this about it :

* This girl i= going to school. Her nawe is Linoa. The
dng’s name ia Hero. When they ges to the schoolhouse
Hero will tnrn around and go back home, and then Linna's
mamma will know her little girl ia eafe at achool, When
Nora is ag big as Liona, her para. will buy her a book and
slate, and she will go to schoel, Nora lhas adog, too; if
you ask her to do so, she will tell you about him.”

And so yon see that everybody to whom she showns her
bouk will tell her the same atories about the pictores,

My gift for grandmamma is & foot-warmer. [t is two
enehions tied together at two of the opposite corners with
ribbons. Just the top side of the top cusbion hns to be pretty
—it is of crazy patchwork, and mamma saya | did my work
well, only she dpoesn‘t, know bow much practice [ have had
lately. A ruffle from an old grey cashmere dresn is pleated
around the edge of the top cashion, and hides the lower
cushion.

After Christmas if grandmamma wants to keep her feet
warm while she is eewing, she can pot a warm brick be
tween her two cushioms, sl then her warn fi tool will

ith her is a very large dog. Aunt Nora wrote

Lily and 1 hars u partnership gift for bim. I have learned
how to make Auntis cakes ang il,I can make pice biscuits,
and 1 am goiog 1o bake some Auntie cakes and Lily is guing
to make sandwiches out of some of her biscuits ; and we
bave each hemmed & towel, and we shall take & large paper
bag and put the tnwels in it first, then in smaller bage put
the cakes and sandwiches, and pat them in the large bag ;
and to make things look fancy we'll tie up the bag with a
Wl{l‘? r'}]hbon o:;uloured tisane-paper.
@ have made ap thia thyme to write o i

w0 tha e, P ymae i te on & card and pin

We can use 8 noedle and throad,

Yol tadee Bh ks wome thi -

When inaide yo:lu:;:k. mgyouve wid

1 8m afraid yon will not think my gifta very nice, bnt 1
hope theﬁ will please the ones for whom they are intended ;
ml_m:ma. a3 slways helped me to decide if 8'gift was appro-
priate,

Althongh I bave spent all of my monay and done a gre
of tedicus work (oh ! kuitting i.ho{n mitt{nu waa jnet ngvh:lt,’
but papa is as bad aa Jimmy Crow about thinkieg Jittle
girla ought to know how to knit anl sew and cook) yet 1
am already paid in antieipating the pleasure of giving.

And if the gifts [ receive this Christmas do not equal my
expectations, for of course [ have thonght a little abont
what I may get Chrintmas, [ think that 1 shall most trly
be}ieve. anyhow, that ‘ It is more blessed to give than re-
ceive.’

ATTACKED BY A BUFFALG.

Sir HaMreEL W. BAKERfin bie latest book, * Wild Beasts
and Their Ways,' narrates an adventnre which shows thas
& hunter’s life mn{ depend upon bis attention to emall de-
taile. Sir Samoel and Mr Dick were shooting in Africa,
when they saw a solitary bull boffale on the o ita side
of a small ereek.  The boll was evidently in astate of greas

be ready for use.

My gift for Ned Brown is a kind of & joke, but I think
that he may like it

Ned is the greatest boy to collect, and he has collections
of ever so many things, ~ Bnt 1've sinething new for him ;
it’s a mut collection.

The case for the colleclion is a big, flat pasteboard box,
and with long, thin stripe of wood papa divided it into
twenty six little syuare compartments, and one big one ne
big sz four of the [ittle onen together.

Then out of note-payer I made a little blaik boeok that
woukld just fit into the big compartmsent.” The book bas
twenty-six pages besider the blue cardboard cuvers, and in
it he is to write descriptions of the nuts—a page to 8 nut.

I bave started the eollection for him with ten nuts, count-
ing a piece of cocoanut-shell as one, and that'is all I can
get. you suppasa Tie coulil ever find sixteen more? As
you may well guess, I didn’t write the descriptions in the
blank book.

Papa told me how to do Ned'anat collection. Of conree I
couldn’t think of so many gifts il others did not belp me
with their suggestions, and help me make some of hﬁem,
toa,
I wan a subecriber to Our Litile Ouea, 8 magazine for
amalil children, for three years, and [ have them all. When
I was a very little girl mamma taught mae to be careful with
books, and these are not torn any and aie very little aviled.

I have picked ont fifteen of them to keep. 1 think so
much of them all, but those fifteen I just couldn’s give
AWAY. N

The other twenty-one magazines will make gifts for fonr-
teen children—two magazines to some and ooly vne to
others.

For Aunt Mary Doans, who worka for mamma some-
times, [ have made an ornamental fan to be put on the ahelf
over her fireplace.

From heavy pastebonrd I cot out a fan Lhe size of 2 large
Fﬂlm—leaf. This I covered with erimped tissue-paper and
hound the edge of it with a strip of the paper—pasted it on.
Then I put five picture-cards ou the fan, one 1n the centre
and one in each corner.

To fasten the cards to the fan I threaded a large needle
with parrew ribbon, and then I pushed the needle through
the card and fen, and back through the fap and eard, and
then tied the two ends of the ribbon topether in a little

W,

Fach card was tied down at two corners, and every card
has the picture of a child or children on it. I chosze that
kind because Aunt Mary i3 so fond of little chilren.

To finieh off the fan 1 tock & wide etrip of the tissne-
paper and tied Around the handle in a pretty bow. And for
iny part [ think the ian i very pretty, even if Aurt Nora
did jaugh when she saw it, #ind 1 feel sure that Aunt Mary
will be pleased with it, too.

Aunt Nore is so very particular how things look that
I had become qunite discouraged in trying to think of
a gift for her, for 1 knew she couldn't care for anything that
I ean make, and I haven't any woney with which to buy
nice gifts. S0 I wus very much relieved when mamma
made a suggestion.

You see grandmamma lives in the next house to ours, and
it eeeme to e that Aunt Nora is always wanting me o go
down in town or somewhers for her. And [ uaually go,
bnt sometimes T am pretty croas abont it. Well, I have an
envelope with thirty of my prettiest picture-cards in it fot
her, and with them ia this little note :

Itgar Aunt Nora, I did sigh and sigh,
For [ had oo money o nice gift for you fo buy,

To take you somelhing lovely Idid wish to try.
Hut my poor work could only sheck your *artist’= eye.”

Iiut whenever you want an errand denc
Jurt give me acard and see how Il run?
And until theae thirty cards are all given oul,
I'll go at onco, and never kewmble or pout.

I don’t know what Annt Nora will think of thie kind of a
gift, but [ do know that I'll be glad when L get all my nice
carda back agnin.

Aml now ['want to tell about Jimmy Crow, the man that
works in the garden anid mawe wood, and such things, for

apa. He liven by Linself and Jdves his own evoking, wash-
ny and lnendinlf.

Laat summer he was always teasing Lily anld me becaune
we were »uch *tomiboye:’ he said we wonli never be any
helr to unr mammas, and that he didn't believe we wonld
ever be able to even hem & towel or make the most common
kind of cake.

t, for as the hunters drew near tbe creek, ha
faced them, tore up the tarf with his borns, and looked
nown the perpendicular bank, twelve feet high, as though
meditating a descent.

Dick, who carried a little rifle, a single barrel, which shot
& small spherical ball, had, by Sir Samuel's advics, doubled
his charge of powder.

‘Aim at the back of the neck, if the buffale lowers his
bead,’ said Sir Sammnel to his companion, throwing a hard
clod of earth ao that ir fell into the water At the loot of the
bank. 7The splash eauvsed the aninal to look down, expos-
ing his neek.  Diek tired- The boll convalsively turned
ronad, and fell upon his side,

The two men waded aeross the creek at a shallow place,
and ranto where the proatrate animal was lying, appareatly
dead. Dick, standiny in frout of the bull’s bead, revelled in
the delight of his first bnffalo.

¢ Never stand at the head of a buffalo, whether dead or
alive ' exelaimed Sir Simuel, whose experience had taught
him to be cauticus. *Stand npon the side facing the back
of I;h'a animal well away from it legs, as I am standing
now.

Sc_urcelv had he uttered the worde when the Lnll BDPTADZ
to his feet, and blnndered forward straight at the astonished
Dick, not three feet distant. He jumped backwards to
avoid the horns, bat tripped and fell upen his back right in
the path of the savage bull.

As quick as lightoing Sir Samuel drew his long huntiog-
knife, and pinnged it bebind the buffale’a shoulder. The
animal fell to the Llow. He had received his death-stroke.

If the hunting-knife had not been tempered steel, with a
keen edge and a sharp point, the story weuld have bad w
tragical ending. Tie blade, a par$ of Ro old * Andrea Fer-
rara’ Highland elaymore, was eighteen inches long, two
inches in breadth, dooble-edged, add as sharp as it was pos-
sible to make it.

Bir Hamuel saw to it that it was always in the eondition
of & surgeon's lancer.  He pever left the eamp for a day’s
shouting without first examining its point and edge. o
servant was allowed to handle it,and when itneeded s ATpen-
ing, he himself honed i. When he struck the buffalo, the
sharp double edge of the long knife divided the great artery
of the heark.

SHE WAS YERY TIRED.

SUPERINTENDENT PORTER of the Census Bureau received a
novel oflicial commonication the other day. It was an ap-
p}ll:lml.lon by one of Lhe girl clerka jur a vacation and it tan
thus :
Thera's & girl in a certain Civision
Who is Tired as tired can be
She would like Lo bedetailed to nuinber
The fizhes that swim in the sea.

She aays she will count all the wea shella,
Or the waves ag they dash on Lhe shore

And will give informution concerning
The volume and depth of their roar.

She is weary of schedunler and flgures,
And Jongs to be domiciled where

Sholl be worried with no *rapid transit.”
Bave that of the birds thronghthe air.

She finde there's as yet 0o provision
To number the bicda or their s 3

She will #lassify sach feathered
Inn tho habilat where he belongs,

tihe woild Jike to be gent 1o the mountains
For such compntations as these ;

Te Hnd with just how many windings
The brouk finde ith WaY t0 the seas.

=he would count them {the mountainsl or mount them

At issne a bulletin th X

That abhould state with 1 ion the number
OI knnbeam: afioat In th r.

Bhe will number the stars in the heavehs
And note every phase of the moon,
She will wait for the ' trapsit of Venus®
Unlews yoo recall her 106 koo,

‘WiLh zen] that s more than *ostlelal ¥
Hhe will study the biped enlled man,

And will *gfze ap " his virioux virtues
An only a young woman can.

she will tesl with minutest exarinewm
The comparitlve virtaes of ench —

The Muhointawed Lhat comes Lo The monntain
And tha lovet that waita on the beach,

1 vonturo te hope, Mr Portor,

That you'll furthar thix nuchilen's dentgn.
l!J’nu visy, why, porhnpe in the Rutnmn,

S will find she may aafoly rosign,

-
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T00 FAMILIAR.

ONE way not, according to the etigoette of loyalty, spesk
too faniiliarly cf kings and queena. As a sabject was once
reminded, who wisheul to give bis sovereign & pair of stock-
ings, * The Queen of Hpain has no legs.' She moat wok be
sunposed to walk, talk, or eat like ordinary worials, aod if
.one cannot earape the inference that she really is like the
rest of honanity, surely nothiog need be said of it.

When Queen Victoria visited Salisbury Cathedral, thirty
years ago, there waxs, of coarse, a flutter of curicsity and
loyalty throoghout the town. Even the huwblest houses
had hang ont sume siga of rejuicing, aud at the White Hart
Inn, where the Qaeen intended to luach, the landlady was
Huttering about in hLer best silk, while the servanta were
gAYy with white waistcuate and owers in their button-holes.

But thist thin shiow of devotion was not merely skin-deep
aay be guessed fromn an veearrence of the late afterncon,
when the Yuaeen had departed.

In the cottee-roont of the inn were two youuy men, who
were complaining to the waiter because they were not given
-mels for dinner, wlthongh the dish bad Leen promised then.
The waiter apologised profusely and rematked, in the way
wf excure :

* Har Majeaty has been here Lo-day.’ .

“0id Her Majesty eat Lbe eels? was the too familiar
auery, and at this (ke waiter's lvyal soul revolted. X

+ I’ no business of yours or mine, sir, what Her Majesty
_eats,’ wma his dignitied reply.

ONE SHORT.
A sitrnoan of fine horses was recently consigued from Cal-
.cutta to Hombay, under the charge of a very honest bat
somawhat dull agent in the empley of the East ITndia Com-
pany. hile the horses were being landed at the slip, they
managed to break away from the men in charge, and ran
like wild animals throogh the city.

The agent caught one of them, and wounbing him, gave
.chase. After several hours of exciting work, with the help
of his men he had captured all but one of the horses, as he
-counted theni.

Finally he made hisreluctant way to the superintendent’a
office to give an account of the matter. The auperintendent
came to the door, and listened to his story.

<And you say there were one hundred and twenty-four
‘horses in'all, and you hiave eighty of them in the company’s
.stables, aadl forty-sliree back in the steamer temporarily *

 Yes, sir, all pafe Lbut one, and we cannot tind lhim any-
where.”

+ What is that horse you are riding ?
him *" usked the snperintendent.

-\ell, Fam roass!  UF course this is one of 'em " and
.the agent rode off in disgust, while the acperintendent
-ruared with laughter.

Have you counted

BRIGHT STREET ARAB.

TuERE are various sorts of punishment, and when & gentle-
anan tries to be funny in some disgraceful way, he is apt to
receive i just dnes in thé way of personal murtification.
Laid Charles Beresford and Mr Gerald Coxe, two well-
known sueiety men in London, wera taking a watk tagether,
when & little crussing sweep asked them * far tuppence.’

*No,” said Lord Churtes, grufly, *I'll mot pive you a
penny ¥

Then & bright idea occurred to him, aod he added, * You
see that conatahle yonder.  Well, if you'll go and mop your
broom up and dowo Lis Lack, ['11 give you hali a ciowa.’

The boy roshed away, promptly performed the act, and
Wis A8 pmmrtly arreated.

Laord Clarles, bia conscience pricking him, went over to
remonstrate with e ofticer, and was himselif taken in
«charge. Mr Coxe then attempted to throw in a few dissuad-

ing words.
*Aha ' guoth the officer, 'So you want to interfere, do
you? Well, [ fancy [ ahall have to run you in, teo.’

So the three enlprits were conducted away to the police
scation. - The inspector in charge there gazed At them
austerely.

* 5o you’ve been iaterfering with the constable ¥ he said,
with solemnity. * A eerious charge; a very serious charge!
Now tell me, sir, what is your name 1

* Mr Gerald Coxe,’ answered the gentleman addressed.

Now this name was periectly well known to the inspector,
.and it seemed to him extrasordinarily funny that it shonld
be claimed by a man wha would take the pars of a erossing-
aweep.

< th, you're Mr Gerald Coxe, are you ¥ agid he, sarcastie-
ally. *Yes, you louk like Mr Gerald Cox 1 Very good !
Capital! Awd who are you, sir ¥

¢ Lurd Clarles Beresford,” auswered that gentleman.

Thia, in the mind of the inspector, deepened and compli-
-cated the joke,

* 80 you're Lord Charles Heresford I he chuckled, grimly.
‘ Well, this ia eplendid ! You look like Lord Charles, you
do! Splendid ! splendid ! Now tell me,’ he added, turn-
iog to the small boy, * what's your name ¥

The ragged nrchin was in aserious quandary. Halovked
at Lord Charles and Mr Coxe.
' Lugk a-here,” he zaid, *I don't know who ye are or

what's yer game, but [ ain’t & goin’ back on a pal I’
Then, turning boldly to the inspector, he said, in a toue
Aull of heroic confidence, * I'm der Duuk of Wellington 1'

A small boy who waa speading the summer io the countr:
‘was much anuoyed by the mosquitoes. (ne night Lie sto
their bites a9 E‘Ang an e was able. hnt at length wailed
furth, * Oh, I wish [ was a rkeeter, and the skeeter me, and
.then wouldn't | bite that skeeter I’

1ORB' CORRUGATED IRON ia the beat irom manu-
fantnred [t hae no eqoal. —ADVT. .

The New High Arm Davis Vertical Feed proved the
World's Champlon at the Paris Exhibition, 1889.—ADVT.

FUOR Invalids and Delicate Children, AULSE-
BrooK's AxrRownooT snd TEL BISCUITS are unsur-
passl.-—~{ ADVT.) -

*ORB' CORRUGATED IRON is the best and chenpesy
iln this or any nther market. —ADyT.

The New High Arm LDavis Vertieal Feed In ackaowledged

Ay experta to be the most perfoct Sewing Machine the World has

vt acen.— ADVT.
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LITTLE PEOGPLE'S LETTERS

DeEAR CousiN KATE,—We are pring to have a holiday
on Thursday Eor Lhe Agricultural and Pastoral Show, We
had such a tine day for onr last holiday. Fam in the Fifth
Standard at achool. We had our examipation in Septem-
ber. I passed in Mr Riley's drawing examination, aml I
gut the only excellent in our echa, ear Kate, one hight
iy sirter Lily, iy consin Bessie, and mnysell were eowing
duwa n Toad when we met 8 herd of Lallocke Bt was p
rather oarrow road, and mut very near Lo any house, su we
just bad to run. Lily ran clown a little road that branches
off the big one. I followed her, and thioking that [ saw an
opening in the hawthorn hedge, [ tried to jump throngh it,
but T found myself stuck, Dessie had managed to elimnba
bank on the nther side of the road. It was n long time bLe-
fore we got home. [ am glad that you put my stotiex in
print.— A LICE WiLL1s. Muatecillo, Johaonville.

{Thank yon for yoar nic= little letter, Alice. T hope you
will write aenin. 1 am glad you escaped from the bullocke.
—CoUusIN KaTE. )

DEAR CousiN KATE.—We took & nest which had four
little blackbirda in. One of them jumped out, and we
could oot find it again. The other three we took iuto the
kitchen and put them on the table, The eook was very
kind ; she put a wire cover over them and a duster. Uae
tried to fly on 10 the fAoor, and bhurt himself soehow, at
least he died by morning.  The other two we put in & box
and hung it pear the tree. The father and mother birds
came and fed them. The next afternoon we made & better
sort of cage, with wire in front—quite n jolly one. The
old birds were so silly. They perched in front on the shelf
we put for them with worins 1n their mouths, and though
the little vnes chirped like anything, they flew away with-
out feeding them. Waeren't they stupid* So the little
birda died, and ¥ bad to bury them in ny new cemetery for
animals because the old one is quite full. It has a kitten
und twn hirds. The new ona has about three birds and a
frog.—Your loving cousin, WILLIE. .

[ Yours in a capital letter, Willie. 1 am afraid yon ave
very unlucky with your birds. T[am always glad to hear
feam the consins. - Cousin KaTg |

KATIE AND THE SYRINGE.

Karie Frevor lived at Mount Eden. Her fathes bala
very pretty panlenr.  Une day, early in September, Katie
besged her father to give her a litile ganlen all for herxelf.
“ But you don’t know anrything about Hewers,” Mr Trevor
said.
“I den't kaow tnuel just yet,' answered Katie, *hut 1

KATIE ANTF THE SYRINGE,

can learn & great deal,
father.®

Mr Frevom langhed, but he told Katie she could hkave
little piece for berself close up by the fence,

There was & nice rose-bush in it, and twe or three pelar-
goniums.  Katie always called them geraniuwms: she said
pelargoniams waa soch a bard word ; it hart her mouth
apening it wide enough to get it all ont At onee.

Katie often worked in her little garden, and rowed rome
pretty seeds, They all came up, and then the annils heard
of it, aod erawled across the path from the lawn to taste
and eee for themselvea.

(e morning lale in Oetober Katie conld not lind & single
leaf of wignonette, but inatend, two fat enails were lying
comfortalily curled up under the borrd ghe had put to wave
her mignonette from being eaten.  Katie puk the anails on
the path, rad the board on top of them, and dancel on it ax
hard as she coulid.  Then she eried a little, she was so porry
her mignonette had all gone.

At last December came, and the rores Howered.
lovely they were! But alaa! there is always soime tronble
in & garden. The horrid bronze heetles came Loo, anl ate
up all the leaves and some of the rose petala. an Kalis
borrowed her father's xyringe and a bnckst, and lweprped for
aame of Mr Trevor's mixtue of soft soap and kerosene.
Thea she stoml in front of ber plants, just ax vou see in 1he
picture, and sent the water from the ayrinue llying ali over
the rore-tieer, and over hersell alen. Her pretty pink

‘The bees are going to teach we,

How

spotted sun Loanet was quite rpoiled, her fiuck was soaked,
and so were her dainty Little buuts.

And what do you think happened to her nexs?
her mother put her o bad ! -

Puoor Jittle Katie t

Bat her favher gave her trees n
eyripue and sent the Leetles away.

Why,

guod dose with the
L F.R.
-2

THE RACCOON FERRYMAN.

Bitey wnd RBolly were up at daylight, mnd rao to the
window,

*Oh, iv'a raining agaio! they hoth eried. Anil they
muet ride through it all day, in the mail earrier's open
waggon, to get te the bay where they took the steamer !

But Billy and Bolly did not mind it, for they i grown
nesed to min daring their visil At “ Grandma's bouse,’ in the
1'uger Svund counkry.

Besides, Lhey were poing home, and pow that the 1ainy
season hasd ee: in vn the Suvund, these litile moaotaineers
were hwmesick for brighter skies,

Theg stopyred at the post-office store Lo get the mailsack,
and the storekeeper's wife ran out to the wagyon, all
throogh the rain, with a shawl vver her bead.

'What! You're not poing to leave ua ' she said to the
two little boys.  * Why, I Lhought you were yoiog to ettle
here !

Neither knew what te reply, so mamma spoke up, and
said they were goingiback hecause they loved the mountaine.

* Well,' said the storekeeper’s wife, *it’ a rough rond and
Lhey will be tired, and they must take this 10 help 1hem
over it.’ And el slipped two paper bags of eandy it fiom
nuder her shawl, and stuffed them inte two brlying eoat.
pouckets.

Ail the way to the bay, the road ran through the endless
forest of tirs and spruces; and everywhere it waa «hip, drip
from gleoming boughs on falten logs, and ferna that slood
as high aa the waggon-wheelas.

They came at last to the rope-ferry, and drove right on to
the little ferry-boat, swinging to the big cable etretched
across the river.

The driver got down and held his liorses’ heads, for the
boat had no guards.

A man atood at the wheel that eontrolled the bwont, and
he began to turn it, and vot they slid vn the racing carrent,
for Lhe river was high from the rains.

The wan at the wheel was a big man, and had a hlack
Leard that came to his waist.

Any boy but Billy wonld have known n man with snch a
beard conld do anything with & boat, and e was =1anding
close to Billy, teo, for on the littke deck the waggnn almoat
touched the wiheel he was turnivg.

But Billy eould not keep frum shutting his eyea when tha
water begin 1o run by so fast un esery side.

* Dont be scared, Billy I said bold Bolivar.
man’ll make the boat go right.’

The bearded man heard him.

*The ferryman ¥ he said.  * I you want tu see 1he ferry-
man, vk over there I

The boy= looked, and eaw & raceoon sitting o¢n a beneh on
Lhe npposite side of the boat,

* Wateh out,' sgi1 the beanled man, pravely. = Ille will
come for the fare in a minnte.” Rolivar it out his pune

* He will not take money,’ the bearded man said, pecpang
into Belly’s cont pocket. * But wait; he wili help him-elf,
Here he comes.”

The *ferryman ” jnmped from whe beneh, nod climbed nn
the wapgyon reat.

The 1wa boys made way Jor him, and snilling alont, he
pnt his funny Dhisck hands fisst in one pocker, then
another, until be found the canly bags.  Then he ek his
fare.

*{th, we must have him to take home with us " said the
two boys when they had landed safely. * What will yuu
take for him?

The bearded man shook hiz hend.

How could the ferry run, he said, without the ferryman 2
They must siay and eettie on the river, and then they conid
see him every ilay.

But this conld not be, and s they buth sheok the fuany
ferryman’s little black hands, and weie sorry to eny gowml-
hiye, they liked him so well. MEs LS, QakLInG,

"The frny-

MONK AND HIS MASTER, AND THEIR LITTLE GAME.

A GENTLEMAK who has a hamisome home in one of the
faxhionnhile sulaerhs har a line Sr. Retnnrd tog.,  He has
taupht the intellirent animal a trick of which he s ex-
rrelely prond.  The dop's name is Mook, The trick i an
elaborate one, and incluidea the telling by the owner of a
ramatic tale of bardship. Upon a signal, Munk, who
usnally repuses in frent of the broad open lirepiace, lies
down Kefu:e his miaster, with his big head stretched out on
the floor between bis ouiapresd pawe, and looks up ex-
pectanily. Then the owner begine, in a low voice, the pro-
logue.

It is A& thrilling story of & poor wanderer atroggling np
the passes of the Alpe, lost in the blinding snnw, MunL
lirtens intently te every word. Hig voice growing strenger,
the geptleman describes the wayfarer Ra overcome with
{atigne, ani tells how, thoroughly worn out, he lien down
to resl. At this point the gentteman siretches himself ont
on the floor, vesting bhis hend on his arm, face downwaid.
Monk reminins perfectly rigid. The gentlemsan gees on ve-
citing in & tone growing gradually soiter.  He turnsup his
coat eollar, anl then, lifving ene hand above hin hemd, lels
fall a shower of line wlite paper,

Ar the piecen representing a gnet of spow NHorry down,
Monk bonmida acroga Lhe lloor, barking at the tep of hik
Inpgk, and reachinpe the prostrate form of bis manter, Yies
down, stretching his paws acrees his back nnd poking his
big Llack nose unier his collar.  He whines anid souils Rud
pounda the Hoor with his big white tnil.  Then, finding
thau all such eforis 10 resuacitate the wanmierer are unavail-
ing, Monk riaes, and lifting hin hend, rends forth & bow! of
woe that wonld nnguestivnably bring the whole Alpine
hmpice to the reacue.

T'hen cnmes the climax. Monk seizes the helplers niro
by the coat collar, and is nhout to drag him away, when
lile suddenly retains, and the exhibilion ends with a lively
tussel between dog and man, and joyons howlaof delipht wn
the part of Moenk.  Of cunisen round of applanse nlnays
follows the entertainment.
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WHERE THEY SIT.

YE ANCIENT [PAMSEL.

HEX seat is within the pulpit's reach,
%o she may smile va them that preach.
YE FAIRE MAYDE.

Neat the centre she may be found,
In order to see well akl arcund.
THE YOUNi: MAN.

His seat is almost the very last one,
S0 e may skip ere the sernton’s begun.
YE INGUISITIVE MATROUN.

She chooses & pew down near the door,
That she may see all the bonneta before.
THE MISER.
He is not: particular so long as he
Can flind somewhere a pew that’s free.
THE FAIR AGNOSTIC.

'Tis sad to see a woman who
At religious rule doth seoft’
Because she cannot go to charch
To show her bonnets uil.

THAT SETTLED IT,

Husuaxy (looking up from his paper) : * What asses men
make of themzelves.’

A\¥iie : * What is the matter now, dear?

Husband ;: *I am looking at tiie love letters in this breach
of promise case.’

Yife . * Are they interesting ¥’

Husband : * Intéresting, They are absolutely sickening.
Hear this. ¢ My dear ducky; my lovely dovey.” Ha!
Ha'! Hal!

Wife {demurely) : * It does sound rather foolish, doesn’t

-

Husband (with a burat of laughter) : * Foolish?  Idiotie,
you mean. It's the worst nonsense imaginable to think
that aoy man in his senses ceuld write such stuff as this.
o1 renil you a miflion kisses, my goosie, poosie, sweety,
peety.”” fla! Ha! Ha?

Wife: * Perhaps he luved her when he sent those letters.’

Husbabd : *‘Suppuse he dil?  Ia that any exeuse for
writing auch bosh ¥’

Wife: It should be. Here are some letters T found to-
day when lnoking over my old relics—relica of coursship.
They are very foolish, but very precioas to me, 1 assure
you. They are your lettern, Uue of them begins, " My
ownest own preciousest little ducky darling, my—""

Husband {imstily): ¢ That willdo.  Puc them in the fire.”

—

AFTER THE WRECK.

AARON Mosks ¢ * Mein vient I

Diver: *Well ¥

AN : 'l yerseean leedln fellier mrit n plue stribed jersey
und & silk tie dawn dere wing hitm up viest.  Dew suits and
ties shrinks aw{ul.’ e

HE HUMOURED HIS FELLOW PASSENCER.

A WELL-KXOWN stockbroker, who was on his way to Man-
chester recently, observed that ooe of hia fellow passengers
waa closely regarding bim, and after & time the man
came over and asked, ‘ Dido’t [ ges you in Birmiogham in
1879 ¥

The broker was not in Rirmingham that year; but,
thinking to humour the stranger, he replied in the affirma-
tive.

* Don't you remember handing a poor wretch a soveraign
one night, in front of the Hotel ¥

‘Tdo’ _

‘ Well, I'm that chap. [ was bard op, out of work, and
about ready to commit euvicide. That money made a new
new man of me. By one lncky =hift and another, [ any now
worth £10,000."

* Glad to hear it.”

*And now [ want you to take £2 in place of that
sovereign. 1 can't feel easy until ihe debt i paid.”

The broker protested and objected, but finally, just to
humour the mawp, he took his five-pound note and gave him
back three sovereigns. The stranger soon withdrew, ami
everything might have ended then and there if the broker,
vn reaching Manchester, had not ascertained that the
“fiver’ was a counterfeit, and that he was £3 oot of
pocket. '

A biblical shoemaker haa the following hung ontside his
shop : ¢ People’s understandings rensvaled and their irail
soles made whole.”

Para (anxious that Freddy should make & good impres-
sion) : * Freddy, pass me that paper.’ (Freddy does so im-

mediately.)

(d Unele : * Yes, yon are a good boy ; and why de yon
obe‘y papal

F

reddy : *Oh ! ‘cause he's bigger'n me,’

THAT WAS SUFFICIENT.

Jiv WESSTER was being trvied for trying to bribe a coloured
witness, 5am Johnsing, to testify fa{s‘ely.

*You say thia deiendant otfered you a bribe of 250 to
testify in his behalf,” said Lawyer Gouge to Sam Johnsing.

' Yes, sah.*
‘Now, repeat precisely what he said, ueing his own
worda.’

* He said he would

' He can't have use
third person.’

* No, sali; he tuck pood keer dat dar was no third pusson
present. Dar was only two—ur two. De defendanb am
too smart ter hab anybody listenin’ when he am talking
about his own reskelity.’

‘I know that well enough, but he spoke to you in the
first pereon, dido't he ¥

* | was de fust pusson, myszelf."

*You don't uoderstand me. When he was talking to
yon ddid ha use the words, ** I will pay you fifty dollars >"*

“ Nog, Loss; he didn's say nobin aboot you payin’ me fifty
dollara.  Yure name wasn't mentioned, 'cepting dat he tole
me ¢f ever I got inter a errape dat yon was the best lawyer
in San Antone to fuel de Judpe and jury. In fac’, you was
ﬂe]ben lawyer in de town fur coverin’ up aoy kind of res-

elity.”

* You can step down.'

et me 50 i I’
thuse worde. He didn’t ppeak as a

A NATURAL MISTAKE.

* Wax your father a pirate " asked young Fitztop of the girl
of his choice at a claodestine meeting, after the old sea
captain had urged hie exit from the fanily nianeion on the
hill by the uee of hiv pedal extremity.

¢ No, my darling,” was the reply. * Why do yoo ask ¥

* He neemed ta be & good desl of a freebooter,” said the
young man retlectively.

A MEAN TRICK.

HosTETTER MetiINNIS has been paying his addresses for
some time past to Miss Esmeralda Longcoftin.  She bad not
given hilu the slightest enconragement, and he was about
{0 commit ruicide, when she threw him into a spasm of de-
light by asking him if he would do her the iavonr of giving
her his photograph. He happened to have one with him,
and he begged her to accept it, saying that it was the hap-
piest moment of his life, ete. As soon as he was gone, the
young lady called her servant, and, giving her the pboto-
gragth, said, ‘- Whenever anybody who looks like that comes
to Lthe door, tell him I'm not at {nme.’

GEOKCGIE (aged T, being undressed and put to bed} : * I wish-
I was a Freemason.”

Mamma : ¢ Why, dear

Georpie : “’Cause paps always is 0 jolly when he comes
home from the Lodge, and you let him go to bed witheutun-
dressing.’

MISCELLANEQUS.

Sick Wirk : I [ die, Jobn, you will never marry again,
will you? Jobn {with noneeessary earnestness): *Nu,
indeed !

Nurse Girl : * Why don't ye put that brat to sleep an®
have & good time while yerin the park ¥ Ex Norse Girl =
¢+ It's me own.’ .

Coliector : * How many times do yon wish me to call for
this money > Debtor: * My dear sir, you need never call
again. I shall not be offended.”

Young Man (to servant): *Is Miss Clare engaged !’ Ser-
vant : * Hiving rist yer sowl, sorr, I hope she is.  She'sin
the pariour now wid a young man’s anm twice ronnd her
waist.”

The Judge : * How old gre you, madam?  Witness: “1
have no personal knowledge uf my age, and hearsay testi-
mony, I understand, iz not accepled in this conrt.’

A dangerons medicine was praised by a lady, who ad-
vised many to take it. *1 know many whao praize it to the
skies." ' No doubs, madam, for it has seot many to the
skies to praise it.’

* This is a very healthy place,” cbserved a boarding-houss
mistress. *Yes—for chiekens,” said a boarder ; *I have
been here two years and hasen’s seen & dead one yet.' She
took the hint,

Young Doctor {on his wedding tour): * Wifey, dear, just
look at that pecnliar blending of eolours in the sky. The
cloud overhnnﬁing yonder peak is exactly the colour of a
dizeased liver,

SHE Took 1niv AT Hiz Work.—He {11.45 pm.): * Why,
I'd de anything in the world for you! She (yawning):
You willt Then for heaven's eake sneak home. ™
sleepy.’

' Young man,' said an apostle eolemnly, * do you realise
when you retire at night that you may be called before the
morning dawne? * Yes, sir,” respouded the young wan,
+1 realise it fully. 1 am the father of a three weeks' old

baby.’ .
* "1-‘,\1(5 Care '—Pelly : *So you are really and troly en-
aged—how did it come about ¥ Patay : * Weil, papa said
Ee didn't care, mamna said she didn't, care, Jack he didn't
eare, and I’m sore | id’nv care, so we became engaged.”

Mrs Blossem { to 'bus conductor) : * Why didn’t yon stop
the ’bos when 1 waved my hand 81 yon the first time®  Con-
ductor : * 1 didn’c know yon wanted to ride, ma’sm.' Mre
Blossom : * What did yon soppose 1 was waving my hand
for¥ Conduetor: °1 thought you were trying to mash
me.’

* What's the matier with the boneless wonder ' neked the-
fat woman. *He seems down op hisloek.” *li's alove
alfair,” answered the living ekeleton.  * He proposed to the
two-bended gitl yesterdsy, and one of 'em accepted hin and
the other relused him. No wonder he's all broke up.”

INCONTROVEKTIELE.—" And so you're married, Bridget ¥
* Yes, mum.” *What does your husband do? " An" sure,
mum, he is & raillord dolieetor.” * A rallroad director?
Thai’s & very important position.  Aue you guite sure it in
that? * Faith, an’ doean’i he shtand all day st 1he railroad
directing people 1 the cuniages.'

Irl=H WIT.—Englishina * I’'ardon me, sir, but where
do you come from ¥ From County Curk." Eng-
lishman : * Then that accounts éur your Livgue.! Paddy:
* May [ ax where you cutne irom ™ Englishwan (proudly}:
*From Worcester, »ir.’ Paddy : *Theu that sccounta for
your sauce,’

Little gitl {looking over advertixing page): *3Mmuyma,
why do all thers boarding houses object Lo children * Fond
Mamma; '1'm sure | don't kuow. lio ree what the Laby
is yelling alout aml tell Julinny to stop throwiog things at

pla in the stieet, aod make George and Kate stop tight-
ing acd tell Dick if he doesn’t stup baoging that Clinese
goung 30 hard 1'il take it away from him.
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