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- GISBORNE ROWINC CLUB GYMNASIUM.

—_——

THE Gisborne Rowing Club Gymnarium firut saw the light
in 1889, when at the uest of the membern of the is-
borne Rowing Clob Mr William Miller {then Tressurer,
now Captain of the Club), called a meeting, which resulted
in the formation of the present Gympasium. Since open-
ing the members have heid two sthletic earnivals, which
have met with very great success. TIhe last one was held
in honour of the visit of the representatives fron: Aunckland,
Napier, and Union Kowing Clube on 1st April, 1891, and on
the firat night fully three handred persons wers refused ad-
mission, as the City Hink was taxed to ita utmost capacity,
-and in consequence the (Committea repested the show two
nights, and also at a matinee peformance for children, and
on both occasions crowded houses greeted the performers.
The programme included running, jumping, semi-circus,
horizontal and parallel bars, Roman rings, Ronan statoary
with limelight effects, trapeze act with double leap for life
through fire balloon {a feat that has never before been at-
tempted by omateurs). The lecal paper raye: “The
trapeze sct has mot been surpassed by eny profes-
sionale that have visited Giaborne. Mani people went
there prepared to forgive shortcomings that wmight be
expected at sa amatear performonce, bat left find-
ing they had notbing to forgive, and declaring the show to
be far superior to any professional com y's they had seen
in (iisborne. The club is exceedingly fortonate in securing
the services of Mr Fred Wilkinson as trapeze instructor, he
having travelled as s professional for many years, and was
<considered enaof the best agrial performers 1o the Anstralian
colonigs. The way he brouglt his pupile on in such a short
apace of tima is really wonderful, as trapeze work is by far
the most diffienlt of all gymnastiec work for a new man to
learn.

* My Alf. Skipworth, the horizontal and parallel bar in-
struetor, is & Gisborne lad bred and Lorn, and has been per-
forwing off and on ever since he was five years old.  (ne of
his great feats is to turn a complete somersanlt when on
skates.

‘Mr William Miller, the manager and ennductor of the
gymnasivm, who has sole control during practice, is alsc a
well-known athlete, having represented this town in tha
annukl rowing contest with Napier, besides bain5 & promi-
nent member of all oor local athletic institutions.

MR W. BRIDSON.

AUCKLAND and Wellington people will recollect the recens
departure of Mr Bridson, and the dinner tendered by his
friends and admirers to him at Wellington on the oceasion
of his leaving there to compete in the Amateur Sculling
Race at Melbourne Regatta, They will also remember
the decisive victory gained by him over the six other com-
petitora—McHue, of Sydney; Ritebie and (ow, of Tas
mania ; Ainsley, Scheider, and J, Watters, of Victoria.
This is only the fittiog cuntiooaiion of a brilliant record,
for in bis short public career previously to this Mr Bridaon
had achieved the extraordicary feat of scoring thirty ooe
tirasts, seven seconds, two thirds, and one Ffaurth in the
various races in which he has competed, Mr Bridson is but
twenty-three years of age, and it is less than five years since
he lefs Auckland for Wellington, where the most of his
Aquatic experience was gaioed.

CERMAN IMPERIAL SOCIALISM.
———————

NOTE.-- Thos per<tonf who are agitating for the sale af the Now
Zealand railways will persug the Hith paragraph of this article
with intervst,

some of the interestin,

weop g EFORE indicating
7S resnlts bronghit a utin{iermany we shonl
detine the sense in which the term * Social-
: j iam’ is mpplicable to the view of the relationa

23 of capital and labour, and of the duty of
I the state toward its citizens which is held
Z¥¥ alike by Bismarck and by the present
Emperor. Assuredly William I1. is not a
Socialist in the senee given to the term by Karl Marx and
by the multitude of German artisane who accept the
doctrines of that reformer. The latter would substitute for
the Prussian monarchy an uaniixed democracy, and they
woald transfer all the accuamulated wealth of the conatry
from individual owners to a common stock, which should
thenceforth be administered by the democratic comnion.
wealth for the common benefit.

The Bocialism of Marx, in other words has & political as
well as & social aim, and it is the tormer rather than the
latter purpose which renders it obmoxioua to the friends of
monarchy in Prussia. Many of the !atter, including Bis-
marck and the present Emperor himself, believe that all
which is sound and safe in the doctrives of Socialism can
ba carried oub more effectively by a firmly seated monarchy
than under the fluctuating conditinns of democracy. They
hold, further, that it is nnwise to remove the most powerful
spur to individual exertion by the abolition of individual
ownership, and that, without taking a step so revolatinaary
it is possible to secure moat of the benefits promised by
Socialism through & judicious enlargement of tﬁe functions
of the state. hey maintain, that is to say, in opposition
to the English orthodox economists, that, msbemr of con-
fining itself to the protection of citizens from foreign in-
vaders, and to the maintenance of law and ocrder, the state
may, with great advantage to the community, interpose to
reEulnm the relations of capital and labour, and to perform
a hoat of functions which in Englaand and the I'nibesesmtes
are discharged by individuals or by corporations.

It will be at once perceived that thia view of State
Socialism is scarcely distingnishable from the old conception
of paterral government. The fact that the Hohenzollerns
have, upon the whole, been faithful to this paternal concep-
tion of their duty to their subjects, acconnts for the popular
attachment which, in the politieal convulsions of 1783, 1830
and 1848 proved atrong enough to resist every strain. The
socinfistic leislation, effected by Bismarck and premised by
the young Eniperor, is but the development of the funda-
mental principle of the Prussian commeoen law promulgated
in 1794, That lawn distinctly recogrizes the right of cvery
eitizen to work, and proclaims the state the netural prolector
of the poarer classes.

Passing over its dealinga with the tariff, we find that the
Prnssian (Guvernment bas, sinee 1870, interfered in three
ways with economical and social questions. It hias ex-
enmipted, or avowed a purpose to exempt, the wage earning
claps from all direct taxation It has, in many fields of
work, saubstituted, or tried to substitute, the state for the
private capitalist, censidered as an employer of labour. It
has, in the third place, by & memorable series of laws, under-
taken to insure the working-man against sickoess, accident,
and old age. BSuch, stated in a sentence, i the outcome of
the Prussian goverament’s attitude toward the mass of
poorer citizens during the last twenty years.

rholo., Giaborne.
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The I'ruesian state, con=ilered as an employer of labour,
haa not gone so far in the way of superseding carparations
and iodividual capitalista aa Hivmarck desired, but 1t hae ad-
vanced much further in thisdirection than the governmuents
of demueratic countries.  There are no private telegraph
companies in Prassin, the telepraph, as well a~ the poatal
system, being managed Ly the state, which here nieans,
however, net the Fiussian Kinpdow but the German Empire,
It is the nationalization of Irussian railways, which mast
distinetly marks the conversion of Prossia to the principle
of atate enterprise and econtrol in the dwnain of economic
activity.  Fifteen years ago, out of forty-six Prissian rail-
ways, only eiyrht belonged to the atate, thongh eight others
were private linen nnder state managenment. Nuaw almost
all of the iron roads have passed into the hands of the Lo

Wrigmleswartk 4 Binns, whota., Wellingtai.
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vernment. In 1876, moreover, the Proesian Diet pnssed a
Bill agreeing to transfer all the Prussian railways tc the
German Empire, on condition that the wanarchy should be
reimbursed l’ar its outlay. The otter is still npen, bot the
Empire has not yet felt itself pecuniarily able to relieve
FPrussia of her railways. 2%c rovuft of the nationatisation
of the Prussian reilways hets been to plieee o the remsury muil-
Linns g} puends which wordd otherwise have gqone dnto e
povkels of sharvholders, e ke burdens af the toepeyers
haor bren proportivaately Lightened.

Could  Bismarck have had his way, he would have
made the German Empire independent of annual evntribu-
tions of mueney, by giving the lmperial Croverinent & moao-
poly of twae important industries.  He hegan in 1881, hy
proposing te the Neichstayg to give the lmperial ¢lovern.
ment & monopoly of the production, manufacture and sale
of tobacen. The projeet was based in part oo the expreri-
ence of France, Anstria and Itsly, aud it was computed
that the net proceeds of the monepoly would add net lees
than forty million dollars a year te the Inperial revenue.
The Bill waa defeated, but the Liovernent aonconeed that
it was not delioitely abanduned, and we nay expect to see
the scheme apsin brought furward by the new chancellor,
Caprivi. In 1886, another unsuccessful attempt was made
by Bismarck to transform the state into a mannfacturer and
merchant. He preposed to give the Luperial Government a
anonopoly of the preduction and sale of distilled liguors.
The latter measures undeobiedly constitute the most ye-
warkable apphcation of the principles of paternal povern-
ment that has ever been witnessed in Europe. 'ﬁma fur
they indicate the bhigh-water wmark of UGerman State
Socialism of the type adopted by Bixruarck nod the youn:
Emperor, This extracrdinary lepislation includen the sick
ness insurance law of 1883, the aceident insurance laws of
1E84 aml 1885, and the old spre insurance laws of 1889,

By the first measure, poased in 1BB3, it was enacted that
working penple, disahled by sickness for work, ahould we
supwrter!ur the tirst thirteen weeks of their disahility,
and that afterwarde, should their disability continue, thei
supgorl: should he transferred to the accuient insurance
funids created by supplementary menaures earried in the two
following years. There sickness nod accident insurance
laws, taken tugether, comprehend all the wape-earning
classes rnd npﬁly to over twelve million working-people.
Insurance is oblipatery, the workingman being forced to
pay two-thirds of the sickness premium, while the pay-
ment of the remaining thinl in im i1 on the employer.
The tric of insurance lawn was cumg:lebcnl in 1889, by a mea-
enre providing for the inaurance of wuorking-people apainst
the incapacity resulting from old mge.  Here, too, the pay-
ment of preminmg is compulsury from the age of sivieen,
but half the burden im borne by the employer, The state
alro gnarantees n yenr]y addition of £2 10ato cvery annuity
waid, We should remind the reader that these insurance
luws were parsed, not hy the I'russian Diet, bot by the
German Parliament, and are tharefore applicabls, not only
to the D'russian Kisgdom, bot to the whole German Em-

ire.
¥ Such, conciaely stated, ta the subatance of Prince Bis-
matck's recognition of the paternal principle lail down in
the ecommon law of Prassia.  From the outeet of his reign
in the summer of 1888, the present Emperor declarad
that his social policy would be the eame.

INHERITED, —' Where doss Harry get his jhventive
penius? ' From his father. He was the niost notoriouw
liar in the town.’



