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danger while ha lived ; but the manner of his passing, onz
love being ita cause, was ever afterward a sourcs of sorrow
to her. ut in the aweetnesa of oor love-life there waas little
time for pain. The days sped on like & morning dream till
half a score of years wera gone, #ach monwent of which waa
fuller of beaven-sent joy than the ona beforw it Honm
beyond number, aa tha days went on, did we sit in our

cany after nightfall, watching the gay groups in the
gondolas, listening to their mirth and laughter ; and some-
times, when iz the mood for 1t, Zelka would sing some of
the plaintive nirs of tha desert, I accompanying her on the

e

At such times the people on the lagoon would often hush
their musi¢ to hear ours, it was so weird and nrpnmnt.ly
formless—so wholly nnlike the rthythmic lyrics of ltaly.

One might, when the~whula lagoon was listening and
Zolka was singing an I never heard her sing before anl my
humble pluying was stitred by infeciina froin her to some-
thing unueusal in force and apirit, a second Hote from an ad-
jacent gondula joined~mine; and we instantly knew from

is wanner of playing that the unknown performer waa an
Arab, for he made oo error in fylinwing the wild progression
and abrupt incondecutiveness which.makes Easstern music
B0 incomprehansible to the rest df the world. When we se-
costed him the stranger said he was & Moor ; and such in-
deed, his face, manner and language made hin seem.
Whether ha was in search of wime new Desdemona we
never knew. =

Several nighta he joined us, mingling’ his music with ours;
and when he finaliy left Venice he gave me, as & souvenir,
a fiute—a strange little instrument of ivory mnd silver,
covered with inseriptions in Arabie. Some desert Bedoning
had broughs it to Fez, from whom our Moerocean frlend had
obtained it. The guality of its tone was strangely high and
pathetie, with an alninsy human vibrancy. It was & snake
eharmer's flute, so Zelka said. She bhad eeen man{ of thein in
the clesert ; in fact her father had had one very like it.

Perhaps it was only faoey, but strange thrills went
throngh me wheuever 1 played it ; and it disturbed Zaolka
also, tur she never sang more than one or two songe when 1
accompanied her om it, while she generally ssog a dozen
when fused either of my other Hates. .

One oight ehe stopped in the middle of s song and covered
her face with her hands, .

' Picase put it by,’ she said. I always faney I can smell
sandalwood And spamere berries, my dead father's favourite
perfume, when yon play on that tlute."

Yur & week I did not touch the uncanny thing ; and then,
one night, she asked me to get it.

+ 1 muet oot give way to such idle fears,’ she said. ' Mine
is & brave race. I must be worthy of it. Play the flute till
midaight, and [ will overcome tuy folly and siny with it.”

she waa as good as her word and sang without a tremor,
though, in the moonlizut, I thooght 1saw an ever-increasing
pallor overspreading hexr face. Just at midnight she sud-
deply fixed her eyes wildly upon mine, let a high note die
in her throat and gave a little gasp; but in B moment she
had recovered herself and went on singing, ko I said nothing.
Presently a 2strong and pungent odour filled my noatrils—
unmistakably it waas sandulwood and soumere berries.
Then my wifa's voice stopped entiraly. Looking toward
her, [ saw nothiog—a strange mist wasinmy eyea. Nor,
try as [ wuuld, could Irise. A chill was in all my body,
aud some will or power which was stronger than mine was
holding me mutionless. .

Houw long this phenomenon lasted I do not know, but
from what 1 have since been told, it was ontil after midnight
hour was wholly done. To me it seemed longer than the
entire span of m{ former life.

When I was free to move, I sprang to my wife’s side.
Her eyes were fixed in & vacant stare on some object straight
before her. Her throat plaioly wore the print of finger-
elutehes, ad if Bomeone bad been trying to strangle her, nnd

et I knew perfectly well that no persun could have reached
Eer. as my chair completely blecked the balcony window.
Following tbe direction ot her stolid gaze, 1 planced over
my shonlder. There was 8 luminous Hash, ewiit as light-
ning, and then, felled by a sledge-like blow on the head, I
dropped backward across the tmoticnless body of my wiie.

Sueik lbrahim eanie to Cairo, two years afterward, where
I then was, and where we made & mutual exchange of con-
fidences. -

+'I1 was Kaji Hamed's flute which Allab eeat yoo by the
Moor,' he sad. “ He had loved it and played 1t so much
that 1t was & part of hia life. Sioce you had stolen his
daughter, yom playing of the flute was the profanation of
& huly thiog ; 8nd a0, summoned by your breath and touch,
bis soul eawe into it. At midoight it won power to act.
becanse she was his own flesh and blood, his soul had
mightier compass of will over her than over you, whom, try
as ha would, he could only strike down.’

Waa thia true, ot was the Moor a spy first, and then a
murderer, seat by she o afty sheik to avenge his brother's
death and release Zeika from what to him was profanation?
1f the latter is the true explanation, which 1 doubt, what
saved my life? Why did the mere playiug of the Hute so
terrify my wife, and how caws the sonwmere, the rare denert
berries, in Venice?

Whichever way it was, to one of these canses I owe the
denth of the sweetest wifethe Eaatern world gver gave tos
Veoetinn husband.

GOLOURING THE GHEEKS.

50 eecretly and guistly bas the new art of colouring the
cheeks been practived by o few ladies that it has not
yet bucome public property. A beautiful woman in society
has one great defect to her loveliness, and that is her com-
plexivn. Not many mooths ago she waa far away from
howe, snd she nnticed the lovely natural bluom in the cheeks
of m frieud, who formeriy bad no colour.  Sbe noticed alsn
that the ciiBroiing roses never appeared iu her eheeks in the
day. lo & momneat of ubusual candonr, when the lieart waa
overflowing with charity ead good will tu her guest, the lady
explaived the oature of her mrt. A colouriuy matter, the
enmposition of which is not known to the writer, ia put inta
the cheeke by meags of & suall bypoderniic ayringe, such ag
is used in murphioe injectivoe. Lt became a fudl with the
Freoch ladies w iniect perfunies beneath the skin by the
hypwleriic needlelu miake & sweat and subtlesduaremanate
from Lheir personn, and sows persun has originated this ides
for rouying the cheoks,
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USEFUL.

THE INDIA-RUBBER TRER

T Indis rabber tree cannot stand shade, and wnless the
seedlinga are fully exposed to light wod well drained, thay
cannot graw. Owing to this it 1a found that in the depths
of che forest, whare light and air are shuat ont by the dense
crowd of trees of miany species, natural reproduction takes
place by the germination of seeds ¢arried by birda bigh up
1o the crowns of other trees, airial roota descending in pra-
cosa of time to the ground, and developing into s huge
hollow eylinder round the foster stem, which in soon kiiled.
The descent of the rostas may take years, but unce they have
t.ukg_‘;: hold of the ground, the further growth is exceedingly
rapid.

ORIGIN OF NERULJZ¥,

What was the original state of things? How had it come
sbout that by the side of ageing worlda we had nebulv in &
retatively younger stage? Had any of them received their
birth from dark suns, which had collided into new life, and
80 belonged to A second or later generation of the heavenly
bodiea* During tha shart historic perind there was no record
of such an event; atill it wounld seem to be cnly through
the collirion of dark suns, of which the nnmber must be in-
creasing, that & temporary rejuvenescence of the heavens
was poasible, and by such ebbings and Howings of stellar life
that the inevitable end to which evolution in ita apparently
oncompenrated progress was carrying na conld, even for a
little, ﬁ delayed.

REMEDY FOR SNAKE POISONINIG.

It is said that & remedy for blood poisoning caused by the
Lites of ennkes an:l rabid dogs has been discovered in Afriea,
by a I)r. Eagels, in the * wild-growing, black, nahle patm.'
Five hundreld nemices bitten by poisunons snakes were
treated with the extract of the ooble palm, and faur hun-
died and eighty-seven were cured in five days.  OF sixty-
seven farmers and negroes bitten by rabid dogs sixty-five
were saved, while two dield of weakness. The remnedy is in-
Jected under the skin, and causes a _moderate fever not ex-
ceediog 35°5 deg. C.  Oa the third day the patient is with-
out fever, swelling and inflammation of the affected part
hrve dienppeared, and on the Aith, ar, latest, on the seventh
day the patient is cured. ’

FLANT MEMORY,

Venus’s fly-trap is one of the planta which ennsumes in-
sects. When a tly gets ioto the cup a leaf closesonit like n
lid, and prevents the vietim’s egress. There are certain
sensitive hairs which theintruder aliziost inevitably touches,
aod that is the signal for shutting the trap-door.” But the
curions thing is that the leaf won’t move till a hair has been
touehed twice ;: an long as only one touch has been received
there is no respense, but immediately on the second stgnal
being wiven down the lid gnea. Another curivns thing is
that the plant remembers for & certain space of time that
one touch has been given, and thea seems to forgetallabout
it. If the second touch is given within ffteen %o thirty
seconds the plant knows that it i3 the second, and closes
up ; but if & lenger time elapses other two touches munst be
given before the lid moves. This seems to suggest a
memory, though evidently a somewhat short time,

Sir William Macgrepor, Gevernor of British New Uiuinea,
in exploring the Fly River, apeaks favonrably of the natives
of the large island of Kiwai, notwithstandiag their ill-reputa
g3 cannibals. As agricalturists, he considers they deserve

reat credit; they produce large quantities of vegetable
ood. The cultivatien of the banana receives from them
much attention. In a vocabulary of their languape which
he compiled, there in & liat of oo fewer than thirty six ditfer-
ent varieties of hanaoa ; and from perscnal experience, he
conld teatify that the distinctions were oot fanciful, bat in-
dicate real, substantial ditferences. Some of the varieties,
he says, are very goud. They slso plant and eunltivate sago-
trees, of which they distinguish twenty-five varieties; of
yams bhedy grow twenty kinds, three of which are remark-
ably ; sud of aweet potatees teo, two of which are
suited for exportation.

Duriog the American War, an officer had to send a mes-
Benprer actoss an opening where the vullets were flyiny dan-
gerously. Heselected a very brave man and cantivned hiny
as to his peril, telling him to ride for his life oo reaching
the open field. The officer watched him through bis fiell-
glass, saw him fling bimself behiod the flank of his horae for
safety, and fioally saw him drop from the steed aa if mor-
tally wounded. A second man was sent safely on the same
errand, while the wounded poldier was cared for.  He had
merely fainted, Ou coming to, he found the sargeon at
work over him, and anxioasly inquired &4 to the precise
uatnre of the wonnd. e wias told by the surgeon that he
had been aquarely hit and that the injured part coald never
be made whole again.  * But rest easy,’ naid the doctor, * for
the shock only touk effect—in the ceateen !  The man had
not been injured in the leaat, but had been deceived by the
Howing of the cunteata of his cherished canteen, which
uoder the circumstances ha naturally mistook for his lieart's
Mood. The soldier is living yet tu laugh over his ludicrous
mishap.

MAKING A THIEF OF ELECTRICITY,

Short-weight gold coins are Lecorming common. From &
eareful examinntinn of light pieces now beiug found, it is
evident that the thisef has Leen aided by electricity, The
servies of an urdinary galvanie battery and serme cheap acid
in all that is necessary to conluct the aperation of tha
electric process. The scheme ia mimilar to that employed
in plating with gold by eleetricity, The coin is
placed in the Huitl amd attachel to it Are wires Trun
the poles of the Lattery lealiog to another piece of metal
prepared to receive, in the form of plating, tho metal to be
remaved from the coin. The hattery being set in motion,
sutlictent gold to form & plating is quickly transferred, nod
as it in renoved nniformly from all parte of the cvin, the

liability of distignrement is reduced to & minimnm. The
only etfect is to blur the characters alightly. An sutherity
at the mint haa estinated that about & per cent's warth of
gold can be remaved in this way from a gold piece without
exciting the suapicion of the casual abserver. wthe sikilled
eye of the expert, bowever, the eifect ie generally apparent
at a glanee.

RESCUED FROM BRICANDS.

M. ve RaysoNn, s French favimer was eaptured by brigands
at Umourdga in August last, and on his head & raosemn of
five thousand Turkish puntds was set. Two drayomaas,
with & guard of swelve gendarmes, accompanied M. Ruttier
upon bitmission o convey the ransom e the bandit chiel
Ulne duy at noon, & strange peasant presented hinsell, and
asked tu see the leader ot the party. He proved to be an
emissary of the brigawia.  With a gondi deal of myrtery lis
produced a letter, remarking that he bad been *enjuined by
those who held M. de Kaymond captive to briag you this
under the pain of death. 1le so guod as to read it privately
and say nuthing about its contents to anyone, especially the
geodarimes. 1 am charged in the eveut ot your desiring to
release M. de Raymond, to nct as your guide to the sput
where he is contined.  You niay bring three wmen with you.
The brigands await us at an apprinted rendezvaus,  Should
you ntter a single wornl caleculated o cowpromise me, you
will only eompass my ruin without saving your [riend.
Decide quickly, for there ia oo time to lose. 1 will await
Fou 200 paces from this place,'

Having delivered this message, the man disappeared,
M. Ghilbert then opeued the mynterious missive, and found
that it contained & comrunication in pure Lireek exactly
correspanding with the peasant’s verbal aunvuncement. At
the fuot of the note, which was in the haodwriting of
Thomas, the brigand chief, was a postseript written by M.
de lRayimond to the effect that he was quite well, And was
anxivusly expecting the rRhsom which was to set him free.
AL 4Ghilbett thought it prudent to act in Accurdance with
the peasant’s warnine. He told the maa to wait for hiw at
the place he had indicated, and withuut saying a word to
any men:ber of the party at the farm, he muanted his hovse
and galloped aa fust as the avimal conld carry Lim to
FHoiusto, in order to seek the mdvice of the French Coneul.
That oficer urged hins not to lose a single moment in avail-
ing himself of the peasant’s guidaace tu send the ransom to
the robber chief.

ALl Tuckhella, another dragoman of the Consulate,
man pussessed of preat physical strength, and his secvant,
a sturly peasant, were selecwed to carry out this critical
mission, both of them being fawiliar with the country. It
was eveniuy befure M. CGhilbert, aceormpanied by these
agents, ot rack to the farn..  The £5,000 required for M.
ile Raymonid's ransum were then hauded to M. Tackhella
und h1s secvant in two sume of £2,500; aad shertly before
ten o'clock at night they set out on fuut upon their expedi-
tion, After nearly fuurteen hours' hard walking they ar-
rived at the ontskirts of a forest. It was now nuon on the
Saturday, The guaide, who throughceut the juurney had
kept from two to three hundred paces in fronk of M. Tuck-
hells and bis servant, here stopped ontil they came ap.  He
requested them to envelope their heads in while handker-
ehiefs, and™tu continng tu follow him.  They complied with
these directions, and the party then entered the forest.
Thaey had not proceeded far when they suldenly found them-
salves canfronted by three brigande armed to the teeth, who
appeared to spning out of the earth. Covering the travellera
wicth cheir ritles they demanded whether they had brooght
with them M. de Rayniond’s ransom.  Heceiviog a reply in
the atirmative, the bandita declared they wers ready to
escort the messengers to the headyuarters of the yung.
While one of thent went on io advance w anmounce their
approach to the chief, the other two guided the party through
the brnshwood by devieua pathes.

In this fashioo the journey was continued about two
honrs longer, hml then s hall was called in an extremely
remote and picturesnue retreat. A few minutes later the
brigand chief, Thomas, attended Ly tive of his rang and
accompanied by M. de Raymond, appeared. M. Tackhella
and his servant then each produced Lisquota of the raussm,
and the bandit leader spt dewn to count it, exawining the
coins with great care and evident suspicion.  Whea he had
finished, M. Tackhella informed him that he was the Jraga-
maa of the French Consylat, at Rodnsta, and that in sddi-
tion tw the £5,000 which he had bronght as M, de Ray-
monill’s ranavin, he had with hine 8 snm of £100 intended to
cover the expenses of the journey back to Haduate.  He ex-
presaed a hope that this wovey woull nov be taken from
him. To this tha chief replied in the most aifable mraner,
* Why, of course aut.  You shall keep everything you have
apun yon. No one shall molest you. We bave oo right
to anything bul the ransom we have exacted.  Here in M.
de Raymond, whom [ deliver up 1o yun safe oud sound.
You may depart in all secority, for you have my assur-
ance that no hatin shall befall you.'

Thereapon Thoaas took a8 sheet of notepaper and began
to write out in the mwost business-like manner & furmal de.
clartion that, having received the ransem set upon the
head of M. do Kaymoud, that rentlenan was now free, and
tlint for the fncura he would be at liberty 1o travesse these
regions in perfect mecurity, aml would never again be
msleated or interfered wilh by nny member of the band.
Befure leaving Chumny pointed val to the party the roate
they had to lolluw upon the return journey, although M,
de Llaymond said ke hatd some aequaineance with the
evnntry, haviog previvusly madesevernl shooting excursivus
in the distiict. The robber ehiel gloo josisted npon Kinsing
M. ide Haymond, and begged bim oot to Lazboar resent-
yent fur the trouble and iocunvenience to which he had
Leen put.  The Lrigwad who hal struck M de Raywond
over the head un the veeasioa of Liscuplure also approsched,
and besought hiv fovgiveness for aa fujnry whics he e
claral e lnul only inflicted under the stress ul circwinstancoens,
e eoulil not, he xaid, allow the prisener to depart withoat
thus bagging his pardo, Bl wsking peroatidaion o Kises him,
Tt was iu bl manaer that M, de Haywond was restored w
libeety.  Tue Urigaud ehisf anld i atseadants disappeurad
au mysterinusly we they had arrived, and I,ha*mrl.y wal uut
upsen theic retuin juazoey.

sORRB' CORRUGATED IRON will enver muro—a long
way more—than any other iron, aod fer quahity had oo equa’,



