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FUE wmituation in HKussia seems to hbe growing acute.
Famioe is raging, and in the stricken districts the starving
population shows a dispasitin to revolt. The entpire has
long been in a deplorable condition linancially, and there ia
general sarprise that its Governnent has been able to bear
the strain which the increasing expense madern armament
impoves without breaking down. [If it be true that the
grain accumulated for niilitary purposes is being diverted
for the relief of the famine-stricken districts, and that the
visitation is likely in one form and another ta ecost the
empire more than a hundred millions sterling, we may fe-
suredly look for the development of furiher events frons tha
present disturbed situation in Russis. In the main Russia
is the guardian o1 the pomible violator of the peace of
Europe, and indirectly of the peace of the world. England
also has her say in the niatber, but she is less mistress of the
situation thano the Colossus of the North. Her aword nay
be invaluable for tnrning the scale in the event of a grent
eonteat, but her intfluence Joes not operate like that of
HKusaia to retard or hasten the precipitation of the eatas-
trophe which everyone dreads.

[oes miefortune embarraes or hold the hand of Huseia as
in the present case, then is the opportunity of Germany.
Gernany is nervonsly apprehensive of the growing wealth
and military strength of France, and only seeks an oppor-
tumity of catching her alone and trying to erush her for
ever. France, on the other hand, is only waiting the
favourable moment when the domestic unrest or ambition
of Russia shall embroil her with Auséria and Germany to
endeavour to wrest back the provinces riven from her by
Germany in the war of twenty yenrs agn.  1f Russia moves
aghinet Constantinople she will immediately come tologger-
heads with Austria, and by virtue of the Tiiple Alliance
CGermany is bound to support her neighbour, Francis
Joteph, against apgression. Tf Hogland sees that there ia
any danger of Russia gettiog the Dardanelles she will at
once take possession of Constantinople, probahly on the
invitation of the Sulian. The situation is moat momentous
aud precarious, and no reiteration un the part of these whe
persiat in prophesying peace while the combmstilbles for &
frightful cataclysm are yearly being piled up ligher, should
blind us to the impendiog danger.

The internal condition of Kuesia is 83 menacing an indica-
tion of the political diift of atfairs as auy. A troubled com-
munity nearly always ends by becoming disagresable to her
neighbours, and this tendency is even greater in a pure des-
yotism like that of the Czar than in a country more consti-
tutionally governed. The domestic listory of Hussia for
the last thirty years has been most interesting to thore who
love to watel the evolution of the senses of liberty and
oaticual self-respect in o bugely ygrowing bat priruitive
sacial organism.  The late Emperor Alexander the Seeond,
peiceiving that eerfdom was an anachronism, with a stroke
of Liis pen grave freedom to the Lnesian pearantry in 1861,
From this mowent Kussia, frum being a sort of Franken-
#tein—a soulless moving monster—began to develop a dawn-
ing of national conncicusness and political intelligence,

The emancipation of the lowest atratum of the population
sent & pulsation of enthumiosm through the more refined
classes nlove, and young men and yonug women of godd
birth and education began to attempt the elevation of the
marses by voluntatily descending and assaciating with them,
often in midst of surroundings of the most sordid and
drenry kind. Noble and delicately-reared young girla
would bury themnelves as school-teachars or nurses in lonely
villages, and there seek to impart to mathers a knowledge
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 of nurcing and eouking, and to their children a slight

acquainiance with letters. At the universities, too, =
rapid development of ideas caught from the most
advanced writers of Western Europe on sacience and
polities tonk place, including the doctiine of women’s
rights, and youug Ruscian women might be found studying
medicine by themselves in Geneva or Paiis at a time when
an Englizsh girl-graduate was regarled as a cmiosity in her
own land. Among the provincial deliberative bodies, also,
a desire waa evinced to secure a certain measure of popular
repiesentation in the connecila of the natiom, which was,
however, rudely checked by the rulars.

The Government toek alarm at all thie and for twenty
years have been endeavouring to reprers the risiog
aspirations of the people with ever increasing severity.
The Hussian GGovernment consista of & close corporation of
ofticials headed by the Czar, and the overwhelming business
of the enormouns Empire is practically managed, or rather
wismanaged by them. In every department incompetency,
procrastination, and venality are rife, and however desiious
the Czar may be of seeing his people happy, his hest efforts
are frustrated awd his orders headed wherever his petsonal
influence does not directly operate to secore their execntion,
In distant towns and villages abuses flonrish and ofticials
tytannize without there beiog the slighteat poseibility of
radress. The local press is gagged, no editor being allowed
to publish any eomplaint in his paper of which the local
anthoritiea disapprove; no person is allowed the right of
direcetly preferring a petition to the Czar ; and inasmuch as
there iz no Kuasian parliament to petition, or loeal represen-
tative to ventilate the complaints of his constituency Lefore
the elect of the nations, the Husalan people lie dumb at the
merey of the body of officials which chance or favooritism
have for the time heing combined to put over them,

As may be expected of all bodies of persona who fatten
upou the privileges and pickings of office, this official class iz
ferociously conservative as compared with even the bursan-
crats of any other continental power, for it is the only one
which is not subjected to parliamentary control of
any aort.  Its scle object is to use the autocratic antherity
of the Czar to perpeiuate its domibation, anod to
prevent any alteration of the exiating sitnation Ly the in-
stitution of parliamentary government. While nomieally
the Czar is absolute master of his dominions, in reality he is
only allowed to know as much as his ministers choose, and
any reforms which he may generously direct, if they do not
abeolutely vanish in the mire of ofticial obstructiveness, take
bub very partial shape after their long journey through the
various oflices of the citcumlocutary system. As for the
monies appropriated for specific objects of government, never
does o large percentage lail to stick to the ofticial palm by the
way, so that even in the all important matter of the war de-
partnient glaring inetticiency is the rule.

How the liberai-minded aninosity in Rusaia will sacceed
in breaking through this dead-weight of tyranny, it is im-
possible to predict. For twenty years the niore enthusiastie
and daring spirits at the centres of intellectual activity
have been strugpling 1o make their voices heard. The
danger of even a alight expression of vpinion in Rusesia is in-
conceivable to those bred in free demoeralic societies, for
the Russian law lays down that even to karvbont an infention
of altering the existing Government is criminal, and all com-
binationstoagitate, aven peacefully,forreform are treasonable
conapiracies, and the participante liable to condemnation to
exile for life tugether with Lhard labour in the Siberian mines,
In the endeavour to detect such disaffection the Ruesian
Uovernment violates the sanctity of its subjects’ Sreedom,
and of their correspondenca with the most utter unecrupn-
lousness, and will imprison and terrorize over women in the
hope of forciog them to betray their brothers, their lovers,
or their friends. No asort of tyraonical baseness ir too
great, av the writings of Kennan, Lanin, Krapotkin, and
Stepoiak testify.

The number of persons who are rotting in solitary contine-
ment near St. Petarsburg, or dying prematurely of hardahip
in the bitter winters of Siberia, for doing what is esteemed
virtuoue in cther com , can be i by hundreds.
A for the horrors of tranaport to Siberia, they nre frenuently
auch as cannot bear pullication, and even when suffered by
confirmed criminals sicken the mind to contemplate. De-
Apite, however, the ruin and inisery which loom op shead of

the refarmer in Rumis, the impalse of modern free thought
is irresistible, and is ever sending fresh and willing victims
to perish in the breach. Some of their names are yacorded,
Lot the bulk of them will ever remain unknown, That
these reformers or revolutionists die in m canse which s des-
tined to nltimate succers is nndonbted, for the day of reckon-
ing with officialism will arrive when the corn is ripe for
the sickle. A war precipitated by Russia npon her neigh-
bours will be terrible, bnt if tha present abominsble ayatem
of repreesion of opinion is continued by the Government, a
revolution within Russia herself will be more terrible still,
for the horrible wrongs committed there surpass auy which
begnt the whirlwind of retribution which overtook and
wrecked the domination of the French aristocracy a hundred
Fears ago.

The Australian eantatrice, Madame Melba, i excelling
herzell, and she is at present, perhaps, the best advertised
woman in the world. There seems to be no sort of measure
to the way in which Australian prodigies emerge into prom-
inence. For awhile they Hame wilh an exceading fierce
light, and then disappesr na rapidly as they ross, During
the last fifteen years we have been treated to the spectacle
of & dozen celebrities in the athletic field, who have cer-
tainly attracted considerabla atiention, bot whose conrse
has not been such a to indicate great ataying power. Like
the great sculler Beach, the renowned cornatalk prima donna
had cbtained pronounced maturity before she made her

name. It remains to be teen wheiher her career will be
more prolonged.

Madame Melba is probably the first great singer who has
shot up with such triumphal rapidity frum being a mere local
amateur into the first Hight of world renowned artistes.
Tt is nob given unto many matrons with a growing family
Lo achieve in four or five years the ditinction of rivalling
Adelina Patti, and of getting their name mixed ap with
thet of & prince royal of the oldest blood in Europe. The
cup of Madame Melba should be foll to overflowing,
becanse her price will reach its high water-mark within
the next few months onless she ean by some methed
or other suceeed in geitiog her name amsociated
with that of 1he Prince of Wales. These are the
adversitiea the uses of which are sweer as an advertise.
menk adding immensely 1o & woman's market value, and
from an artistic and worldly point of view Mrs Armstrong’s
public career has so far been wondrously successful.  Still,
judging by cable reports, Madame does not seem to

Aappreciate this kind of distinction, and is preparing to

defend her gond name. What Mr Armstrong thinks of it
all we can only divine.  If in the early days of matrimony
he apostrophised Mrs Armstrong as his own *his guiding
star,” he han probably changed his tope sinee he diseovered
how ch d and altogeth teoric has b her conrse
aa Madame Melba

MY SWEETHEART.

WHENEVER I play on the old guitar R
The songs that my sweethears tooght me,
M{ thoughts go back to the summnier time
When firat in her Loile she caught me ;
And once again I can hear ths sound
Of her gleeful voice blown over
The meadow, sweet with the scent of thyme,
And pink with the bloom of clover.

The faded ribbon is hanging still
Where her dimpled lingers tied it—
I used t0 envy it stealing round
Her neck, for she did not chide it ;
And the inlaid pearl that her ringlets touched
Ar she leaned above it lightly
{ilows even now with a hint of gold
That it once reflected brighly,

Whether ber eyes were as blue &s the skies
tUna nnan-dnz in September,
Or brown like these of & startled fawn,
I ean’t for the world remember ;
But when she lifted them up to mine
I know thet my young heart tingled
In tinie to the tender tune she sang
And the airy chords ehe jingled,

Yet now, though I aweep the duosty sbrings
By her girlis :lpirih hauanted,
Fill'vat of the old guitar theie Liips
A melody, blithe, enchanted,
My pulses keep on their even way
And my heart has ceased its dancing,
For somebody else sita under the spell
Of the songs and the sidelong glances.

M. E. WARDWELL.

As everyone knows, a billion is s million millipna. Al-
luwing that so many as 200, which is sn cutside Dumber,
could be epunted in & minute, it would, excluding the 366th
day in leap years, take one person upwards of 9,512 years
begma the task of counting & billion would e completed.

Here i & characteristic story of the American girl
abroad : Scene—Windsor Castle. ~ Young woman seeiog the
siyhts aeks A man whom she meets, * Butler, is there any
chance to mes the Queen? Gentleman addressed, with
dignity : ‘1 am not the butler, I am the Prince of Walea."
*How lucky ! Is your mother in ¥



