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acene, tow, wa~ exceedingly pretty : indeed, the acenery
alone is worth seeing, and deserves the highest praise.

The Fluwer Show has just taken place at the riok build-
ing, but nofurtunately the dny the flowers had to be E;(-kad
was very bad, and we had had s very wet day just before,
which cunsiderably maived the beauty of sume of the most
lovely blossoma, and also prevented a great many who had
entered from exbibiting at all. A special prize was pre-
sented by Mrs Jellicoe for the best lovsely-arranged Loucjuet.
Miss BHeatrice Kuight carried off the prize, Mirs England
being second. Buth prizes were almost entirely white, and
were very pretty, but not at all my idea of a loosely arranged
booguet.  Theywere so Hat and round, instead of being raised
in the centre and lovse like the artistic fashionahle bouquets
ul the present Jday. A dinper table decorated excited a

rood deal of aduwieation, beiny the work of Mrs Jellicve and

glrw Charlea Lzand. Arom liliea and ferns occupied the
centre, prettily draped round about with gellow tigured art
muslin, which was scattered about the edge with loose cut
Howers. The table was completely laid for dessert, the
tinger glasses having a tiny Hower in each, and the fruit
being prattily decorated. One of the great features of the
show is & tagle completely cinvered with exhibits zent by
Mr Thomes Mason, of the Hautt, consisting of vegetables,
fruit, and flowers, amongst them being a very beautiful
=pecinien of that very rare plant—the ¥Waratah, of Austra-
lia. Mrs Joseph Hourne is, a3 usual, a large exhibitor, one
very fine eollection of calceolarias being in my opinion the
best exhibit in the show. The ferns were lovely, especially
the beautiful English mailen-hair fern. There were prizes
for all the schools for bonguets. Miss Kate West won the
prize among &ll the girl’s schools. The show is not quite as
good as usual, I think, but the committee have worked
haed, and have had to labour under eerious difticalties. The
show of pansies was wonderful, but strange to say, there
was a very poor show of roses. [ cannot think why, for
they have been so lovely lately. A large number of [adies
attended at the opening in the afternoon, and the building
was again crowded in the eveniri;.

The Thurodon Lawn Tennis Club iz to open with a large
afterncon lea given by the members.

The following Saturday we are to have the Athletic Sports
un the Dasin licserve.

We also have the Show to look forward to next week,
and a Harmoni¢ concert the night before the Show.

Such nubers of people have gone to Christchurch for
the Carnival week Lhere, but we expect them all to return
in time for our festivities.

Judge Hichmond and his danglhter, Miss Emmie Rich-
nwond, have gone to Napier to be present at Mr Alired Hich-
mwond’s marriage to Miss iochfore. I have just heard the
news of Miss A. Richwond's engagement to Mr Hlake,
wliich took place in England, where the Misses Ilichmond
have lately been visiting.

Here is clipping which I am quite sure will be read
with interest by all New Zealanders, as those men-
tioned are so well knuwn to us: ‘ The many Wellingten
friends and admirers of Miss Katharine Hardy will be in-
terested to learn that she is to appear shortly in gramd
wpera in Melbourne, taking one of the principal soprano
I-nrl.a. Mozart's famons opera * Le Nozze di Figaro® is to

ie produced on the 7th December, in celebration of the com-
poser's centenary. In this work, as in the same master’a
* Dua Giiovanooi,” there are no fewer than three “first sopranc’
»udes, each requiring an artiste of the highest class. In the
present instance the part of Cherubino {so eminently as-
wociated with the renowned names of Christine Nitseon and
Fauline Lucca) has been allotted to Mise K. Hardy, while
another Wellington faveurite, Madame Bahoson ard
Madame Elise Weidensan {wife of the Austrian Consul)
will represent the other soprana characters, Susanna and
the Countess. Judging from the rehearsals the Melbourue
musical autborities predict a great succesa for this interest-
ing performanee.’

Ruey.

PALMERSTON NORTH.
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Palmerston has been very quiet lately until the
last week or two, when we have had a little more excite-
went, and | thought perhaps you might like to hear of our
doiugs. The laat dance of the season was given by Mrs
Snelkon, and was & great success, as that mast popular of
tiortesses entertainments usually are. The large dining-
roont was converted into n ball-room and the adjoining con-
~ervatory, with its lavely llowers and cabbage palms, wass
ielightfnlly caol and much favoured resort after dancing.
Heing the end of the seasen there were not many new
ilresaea, Mrs Spelson woie a  handsome gown  of
helintrope ratin draped with black lace; Mrs Richter
wan in 8 most elegant black satin drese with a train;
Mrs Haniszon looked very nice in  bWlack lace with
pink roses om the bodice : Mra W. H. Smith was also
in black lace: Mrs Mannestad and Madame Miiller were
both in black ; Miss MecKenzie's drese of pink silk pauze
looked very pretty ; Miss Clapperton wore black with pink
flowers 3 Miss Faihelild (Wellington) was in pink velvet;
Misy Shannon, pink net idress ; Miss Minnie Shannon,
white tulle pown : Miss McBeth (Marton), black velvet
heintrope chifton frill (very pretty) : Miss Waldeprave, hand-
sorve black merveillenx pown with black beaded girdle;
Mins Ramdolph, white velvet draped with white lace ; Mise
Mucller, lovely blue silk drems; Miss Keeling, black net ;
Mirs Walkins, pink and white; Misa DBurnell was in pale
Llve wilk : and Miss Ada Burnell, in red.

I'he annual foutball concert came off, and was a decided
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suecess,  The secretary, Mr Kelleher, and the committee
are to Le eomplilented upon their excellent management.
I've progr: , which was an unnsually goud obe, was

prently appreciated Ly the large audience.  Llaring the in-
teival, the prizes which had been competed for Juring the
reasont were presented to the winners by Mrs Clapperton.
Me W, Mowlem, best forward, nrd Mr W. Jewell, best back,
were the furtubate recipients.

‘Tennis has started again, much to the delight of onr many
enthusisatic players. Tle o;'-\ening day was beauntifully tive,
nml our popular secretary, Mr Hariison, kept the games
going hiskly all afternoon. Amongat those on the courts
were M Fitzherbert, Mra Hanison, Mis Leary, and the
Mirnes Clappeiton, Muoir {Dunedin), Handolph, Keeling,
Lloyd, sad Arwstrong, and the geotlewen were Memrs

Harrison, Fitzherbert, Mathiss, Costello, Cramp, Kock, and
othem ; whilst thoee who were not playing enjoyed the de-
licions tea provided by the committee.
Kiwi
[T have written to you. —LADY EpTOR |

GHRISTGHURCH,
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l.ady Unslow’s ganlen party was opoe of the
pleasantest things of its kind I have been to. The gracivus
and sweet manner of the Countesaa’s recaption of her guests,
eombined with the Liovernor’s geniality—for both welcomed
one and all as if oid frienda—put people at their ease at
once, and out of the three or four hondred present all one’s
acquaintances seemed to be there. The Countess wore s
cream silk gown with bonsnet to match, and carried a lovely
bouquet of roses, presented by Mrs E. C. J. Stevens, whoze
garden is famed for ite roses. A large marqnée was erected
on the lawn nearest the honse, where tea and coffee and
other light refreshments were served. The day was very
fine, but a cold wind blew late in the afterncon, and the
uests began to dirperse about five. The littte Ladies
swendoline and Dorothy were present in exquisitely
embroidered white muslin frockes, with grey coats and
hats. There were many pretty and tasteful costomes
worn, and some very bandsome cnes.  Mrs (i. Roberts
looked extremely well in a lovely grey with gold embroidery,
bounet to match ; Mra Acton Adams, in grey with wide
stripes ; Mrs Julios, myrtle green silk with cream vest of
embroidery, bonoet to mateh ; the Hon. Mrs Parker, grey
dress with gold cord, black three-guarter cloak and grey
hat; Mrs Ii. Wileon, pale fawa with rich embreidery ; Mrs
Leonard Harper, black costume ; Mrs J. Gibbs, bluespotted
washiog silk trimmed with white lace, black and goll
boooet ; Mrs (Dr.) Jeonings, in French grey corduroy,
Newmarket jacket, shady grey lace straw hat with white
ostrich tips (a strikingly pretty costume} ; Mrs Chynoweth,
§vey blue and fawn tweed with large invisible check, fawn
onnet with pale blue feathers; Mrs Hargreaves, black
silk, with lace mantle, black and gold bonnet; Mra R. ).
Thomas, fawn and brown tweed, small bonnoet to mateh 3
Miss (jneenie Campbeil, blue tlowered delaine with blue
silk yoke, blue lowersinher bonpet ; Mise Cunningham, cream
delaine with bloe Aowers, and cornflower blue three-quarter
cloak, large shady hat; Miss K. Helmore, a pretty grey dress,
three-quarter cloak, and shady hat with tips en suite. Mrs
Greenwood, navy blue silk. T could go on describing many
more who looked equally well —Mrs Cunningham, Mrs (Dr.)
Townend, Mra Common, Mrs Wevmonth, and many more,
while there were some equally fantastic, not to say ugly,
costnmes worn. The gentlemen for the most part wore
afrock coat and tall bat. Some were in grey with corres-
ponding tall hat, many not disgnised at all, and some a
mixture of the two tivst-mentioned styles with a not very
pleasing effect, and all with a botton-hole.

Mrs (. Hoberts had a large party of friends to afterncon
tea, Mra Neville Barnets (Syduey), Mra Appleby, M C.
Cook, Mrs (Dr.} Thomas, Mrs W. Wilson, Mrs Batham,
Mra Mallion, Mra Kinsey, Mra (Dr.} Jennings, and Miss
Harnly Johnston were some of the gnests. Tea was served
in the diring-room, and o & hot day is & pleasant arrange-
nient, s Lhe drawing-room gets cool and all the hot tea is
left behind. Pleasant chat and musie soon brought the
afterncon to & close. Buat I must tell you how lovely the
tea-table looked with its ecentre pieee of brown plush
bordered with white Persian lilae, with a few rather tall
vases of the same down the centre, and with the pretty
cakes and china looked exquisite.

Miss Greenwood had a girly’ tea the same afternoon,
which was much enjoyed. Miss A. Greenwood sang * Good-
night.” Her sister also gave asong, and Miss E. lurner,
Miss Hutten, Miss Meeson, and Mise Reynolds {Dunedin).
Miss Camﬁbell sang & song, accompanying herself on the

guitar. isa Gladys Wilson and Miss Meeson, recited
aAmasing pieces. Among those present were, the Misses
Rbodes, Tabart, Wynn-Williams, Lean, Palmer, Mein,

Maude, Ballock, and Cowlishaw.
licious sweets with thetea.

It was alsn Labour Demonstration Day, which com-
meaced with the uwsnal procession, but did not seem so suc-
cesaful as last year, not 30 many taking part. It wended its
way eventnally to Lancaster i'ark, where sports were held,
anid fairly well attended ; but our two seaside resortsalways
attract a very large number on every holi(ln{. In the even-
ing a social was beld in the Oddfellows’ Hall, but again in-
terests were divided. Bland Holt's last piece was on, and
many weie eager to see such a good thing.

The Hagley Park tennis courts were opened on a perfect
day, and oll the courts were kept going, the grass being in
aplendid condition, and very green at present. The ladies

retty bright blonees made a echarming picture. The Misses
flnrma.n and Lean had & very daintily-laid-vat tea in the
pavilien. 1saw there Mra Walter Allivier, in a grey flow-
ered eotton trimmed with thick white lace; Mrs
Withnall, in black, with bandsome mantle; Miss With-
nall, in a pretty grey three-quarter cloak ; Mra McKenzie
Gibson, Mra Georpe Harris, Mrs W, Willock, the Miases
Greenwood, Meeson, E. Turner, Reynolds (Duogedin),
Tutton, Lipgard, Delamain, and several otbera, though
there was not so large & gathering as newal.

This was also a very great day with the Salvation Army,
the arrival of General Booth having been looked for for so
many weeks. The welcome was wost hearty, and plenty
of it, lasting all day, and the poor old man looked guite
exhausted until he began to speak, when be warmed to his
subject,

In the evening Mr and Mrs Stead gave a fancy dress ball
for children from wsix to nine, then & dance for their older
young frienda. The house was mads Leautiful with floral
decorations from top to bottom, lilnc and fenr-de-lisz being
in abumiance. Refreshments for the little ones were Jnid
downstairs, and 8 most recherche supper for the elders in the
dining-room. Two rooms and the halrwere ueed for dancing,
the foliling doora being such an excellent arrangenent for a
thing of this kind. Among the fancy dresses soie little mites
lovked veryaweet. Mras Stead'n littlegitl wasDresden Uhivna,
in pale Llne and white ; her brotheis, Robin Hood and his
Merry Men in the correct Lincoln green ; Mrs Burns’ two
little girlv aa Fabhy and Butterfly ; Maater Bruges, Lentle-
man of the Nineteenth Century, in the most ministure

There were euch de-

dress clothes ever made, I should think; Mine Julius,
Sleeping Bun;{. in the dress she wore in the play of that
name at Mrs Humphreys' ball; littie Miss nf.mn most
successinily disported ws the Danghter of the Kegiment.

here were gipaies, s, kings and eourtiers, ste., ote.,
in endless variety, and the game of * Luby Light ’ had quite
as muny devotees as the dancing. Abont ten n'clock tha
elders took the Hoor, and rome very pretty dresses wera
worn. M Stead had & very bandsome white silk with
pearl embruidered front; her nioce, Mima Palmer, black,
with rich white sash hand painted ; Misa Canningham, pale
Beliotrope ; Mise B. Cunningham, & dcbutante, lovely white
dress with llies of the valley ; Mias Delamain, black, with
pink feathers: Mies F. Greenwood, white, with gold

irdle ; Mias R. Tabart, black, with jet trimiming ; Miss E.

abart, grey, with pink roses; isa Campbell, cream
striped ganze and isce ; Misa Hennah, white Howered silk ;
Misa Helmore, fawn, with bands of velvet of darker shade ;
M_mn M. :I‘anner, pink ; Misx B. Tanner, white ; the Misres
Wynn-Williams, soft white silk ; the Miases Murray-
Ag_naley, the Misses Cowlishaw, and Misa Black all wore
white ; Mies Grabam and Miss McEalloch, black, Flem-
ing's minsic was, as usual, delicions to dance to.

Genaral Booth lheld a large invitation meeting in the
Oddielluws™ Hall, only & few of the officers of the Army
being present, when he talked about his ucheme, which he
13 very enthusiastic about, and seems to have s longing for
New Zealand, but [ don’d think we have sach a longing for
his people.

At the polo match a good many were present, and Mrs
Palmer gave a delicious tea. The Giovernor was there for
a short time. I also saw Mrs (. Lee, Mrs Stead, Miss
Palmer, Mrs and Miss Kimbell, the Misses 1ihodes, Ayunsley,
Helmore, Delamain, Tabart, and others.

B{‘the Kaikoura we loat our energetic stage manager,
Mr E. W. Seager, for a time, he having gone to England
on & short visit. He will be greatly miseed shonld there be
a:y private theatricals or anything of the kind during his-
absence.

DoLLy VaALE.

DUNEDIN.
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The weaiber was horribly disagreeable for the
fiﬂrden party given by Mrs and Bishop Nevill in honour of

1shop and Mrs Julius. The rain poured in torrents, and
insiead of the two hundred expected goests about sevent
were present.  Although the garden could not be availe
of, inside the house ali was cheerfulness and pleasure, for
the large house at * Bishopsgrove' was equal to the occa-
sion, and everybody was accommodated without the least
discomfort. Among the guests were Mesdames Robert
Turnbull, Sise, and Misses Sise, Mesdames Edwards,
Farmer, Gibson and Miss Giibson, Mrs B. C. Hagyitt, Mrs
Williams and the Misses Willinms, Mrs and Miss Belcher,
Mesdames J. M. Richie, Davies, Allap, Chapman, {’hamber-
lain, Branson, Hales and Miss Hales, Mrs Dunp, Mrs
Fitchett, M1s F. Fitchett, Miss Fitchett, Missea Webater
{2), James, Carr (Melbourne), Neill, Lubecki, and
Robertson. Mrs Julius wore a dark prune silk drees,
and biack bonnet; Mrs Nevill, handsome black ; Misa
Nevrille, pretty grey costume; Mre Belcher, brown wmer-
veilleux with Newmarket jacket, brown boanet; Miss
Belcher, smoke colonred velvet dress, and large black
hst with feathers ; Mrs Edwarde, dark red broché; Mrs
licbert Turnbull, moss green cashmere ; Mra Williama ;.
Mra (ibson, bandsome black silk and lace mantles; Misa
Gibson, yreen cashniere; Mrs Edwards (Wellington),
lovely dress of cream cashmere trimmed with old gold
Maltese lace and green silk, large eream hat covered with
feathera; Miss Webster, dress of green tartan, very large
checks, black hat covered with biue cornflowers; Miuss
Fitchett, fawn tweed with invisitle blue check, Newmarket
jacket with Medici collar and vest of bine silk, cream hat
trimmed with blue cornflowers; Mis Fitchett, black dress
and lace mantle, and black bonoet trimmed with lilies of
the valley ; Mrs F. Fitchett, prune cashmere trimmed and
with vest of gold embroidery; Mre Awdry (Southland),
handeome drese of light brown tweed, and dark brown
velvet bonnet ; Miss Carr (Melbourne), dress of French grey
cashmere, large bat trimmed with feathers to mateh ; Miss
E. Carr, light green cashmere trimmed with ribbon velvet
of the same colour, black bat with gold butterflies; Miss-
Hales, heliotrope, with stripes of a darker colour, white hat
with feathers.

Aainonget other hospitalities, Bishop and Mrs Julins, with
Bishop and Mrs Nevill, were enteriained at & quiet Lot
pleazant luncheon by Archdeacon and Mrs Fenton in their
new houee, Montpelier. Bishop Nevill is very enthunsiastie
about the future of the Selwyn college.

The Otegoe Tennie Court had a luvvely afterncon for the
opening, and the pretty grounds never lovked prettier

here was, of course, delightful tea, and all sorts of nice
confectionery. There is a nice little pavilion an the gronnds
which commands a good view of the courts. This was
crowded, and 20 were the lawns with gaily attired visitors.
Among those present were Mesdames Vyilliame, Miss and
Mary Wiiliame, Mrs Spence, Misses Spence (2), Mrs -
Reynolds and the Misses Heynolds (3), Mm E. (.
Reynolds, aad Mrs Leslia Reynolds, Mrs James Mille,
Mrs Thempson, Mre Neils, Mre and Miss Fenton,
Mra Morris, Mrs F. Fitchett, Mra Rayese and Miss Rayse,
Mre loss, Mrs Hraneon, Miss Branson, Mra Colquhoun,
Mrs Woodhonee, Mrs Ridings, Mrs A, Bathgate, Mra ¥tan-
ford and the Misses NSranford (2), Mrs Martin aod Miss
Martin, Mrs Galloway, Mrs Kose, Mrs Thompaon (Christ-
chureh), Mrs Grey {Port Chalmera}, Mra W. Kenoedy, Miss
Kennedy, Mrs Denniston, Mrs Cameron, Mrs A. Finch, M
Hertslett, Mrs K. Fulton, Mrs Stock, Mrs Jeitcoat, Mra
and Mias Grierson, Mrs K. Gillies, Lady Stout, Mrs De
Zouche, Mre Joachim, Mre Stephenson, Miss T, Stephenson,
Mrs Melland, Mrs and the Misses Garratt. Mrs Jeilcoat
wore a handsome dress of black silk and lace, and black
hat; Mre Thompson, very atylish dress of pale heliolrope
with large white zpots oo 1t, Newmarket bodice, and hat to
match ; Mrs Stepheneon, very handeome dress of black
brocade, black bunnet; Mias T. Stephenson, heliotrope
dress, aud hat with heliotrope chitfon ; Miss K. Stephenson,
fawn dress, and Newmarket jacket ; Miss Heynolds, bine
and white striped dress, bat to maich; Mrs 8.
Keynolde, drees of forget-me-not blue, hat trimmed with
forget-me note ; Miss Lirierson, brown dress, biown bat



