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THE LATE RIGHT HON. W. H. SMITH, MP.

o jITH the death of Mr W. H. Smith, the
7 | greatest of English booksellers, the present
Consarvative {iovernment of England loses
ona of its most solid and eonsistent pillam
of support. It was caorious that a man
sprang from the trading class should have
become an exponent of the policy of the
yprivileged atratum of miat{. bub this fact
representa the ehange which has come over the face of Eae-
Yish Couservatiam in the last generation and the wholesoma
tendency of English politics. Inatead of reading itself
rudely away from sll eympathy with the people it prefers to
bridga over the chasm by the importation to its ranks of
orilliant iterateurs such an Diarseli, or pubstantial shop.
keepers such as the d statesman here noticed,

T Smith's great position in publie life was due tn the
fact not that he was a man of vast wealth combined with
eommanding ability, but that he represented ° the Man {a
the Btreet’ as that man has never been repressnted befora,
France worshipped Voltaire and Vicior Hugo, becanse they
typitied the two highest French ideals of hunan genina and
e{nmwr. Mr Bmith typified all the ideals of * the Man ia
the Street.’ Wealth, respectability, propriety in thenght,
ward, snd deed, sebriety, of expresalon, enrrectness of hear-
jng, smooth, conciliatory civility, atten-
tive business habits, and an entire n_‘h.
sence of any outward sign of genins, in.
tellectual brillianey, literary and scien-
tiic culture ; theseare some of the quali-
ties that made Mr fimith what he was,
M Spenlow it will beremembered, argued
that s the price of wheat had never
heen higher than when Doctors
Commots was in the plenitnde of ita
power, o if you tonched * the Commons

on wonld roin the conntry. England
aa, & ‘A nation of shopkeepers,' grown
rich tnd powerfol nnder the gnidance of
the ﬁypenﬁnind which hasreached ita apo-
theoeis in Mr W, H. Smith ; tochallenge
his right t2 lead the Hounse of Counmons
was toroin the Ewmpire, | ‘Walt Whit.
man now-a-days admite thit Democracy
ia eliminating * something that pivea the
last majesty to man’ In giviog Mr
Smith as the leader of the House of
Commons, Democracy invested the Re-
resentativa Chamber with a halo of
urpeois domestic virtue. - But 1t moet
be aﬁ?wed that it boas also eliminated
from it the last element. of Imperial
dignity, by the mum};luon of which
leadars of the classical school created the
illusion that the Honse of Commona was
s modern reproduction of the Romaa
Senate. Nobody conld possibly mistake
Mr Bwith for]l:hn!.;; ontague Tigg
rmed & ¢ toga-like Roman:’
teSsiute Be‘ilve said of Lonis XIV.
that ke had good sense, and that in haviog
it he had a good deal that weni to
make success in life. Perhaps this is
the only respeet in which the Leader
of the House of Commone and newly-
appointed Warden of the Cingue Forts
resembled the kingliest of kinge. His
carser, indeed, waa the triumph of com-
mon sense and of the patient indmstry
s0 often associnted with that admirable
ality.
l]'“Tn sl.r;egin with, Mz Smith bad never
been above his Lusivess. The son of a
rich man who made o forfupe as a
newspaper-vendor, he eojoyed all the
edacational advantapes that money conld
bestow; yet he did not despise the
sources of his fortune—on the contrary,
he set himszelf to develop them, At an
age when the heirs of opulent trades-
men leave school or college to waste their
lives on sport or playine at ecldiers,
varied by baccarat, Mr Smith set bim.
self to *itick to the shop,’ on Richard-
son’s principle that if one does so, the
chanees are that the shop willstick to hine,
And it did. Mr Smith, by bard and mno-
attractive work, acquired & very compe-
tent knowledge of every branch of the great bueiness of
which he was for so many years the presiding genins—a
‘business which gave him in the end the sanie mort of in-
flusuce, direct and indirect, over the electors of Westminster,
which & feudal baron wielded over his vassals. When he
contested Westrsinster against the late Mr John Stnart
Mill, he waa supported on the broad gronnd that he was a
safe moo without much brain, opposing a man with teo
much brain who was by no means safe.  His victory sur-
prieed the country. In the Honse of Commans thisenlight.
ened view of she Westminster election prevailed. Mr Smith,
st all events, would not Jecture it with an air of aggravating
puperiority, acd the man who had delivered it from Me
Mill was sure of & warm welcome. From the onteet Mr
Smith's success was sssured. He entered Parliament at
& time which was most favourable for those who were party
men without partisauship—politicians without politica. No
other may could have been got with Mr Bmith's local in-
finence and bottomless purse to rock in the eradle of Regis-
tration auch & constitnency as Westminster was till -it was
broken up by the last Reform Act, and few meu ever entered
Puarlisment with feebler politicel prepossesaions.

Mr Hinith had the art of cornciliating opponents, and he
practised it without censing. He exE}'esaed a general anti-
pathy to reforms, but in A manner w ich left evan Hadicals
sorrowfnl because they had not succeeded in converting such
» good and worthy soul, so obviously reasonable that very
little was needed to convert him. He was soon discovered
to be of so obliging dispasition. He was always ready to
do anybody little frien Iy pervices. Whenever duaty that
favolved drudgery fell to emineut politiciany of his owa side,

Mr Smith was ever willing to take much of it on himselt,
Very soon e came to beﬁmh:ed on as the genaral utility
man of the Conservative party, and his service on Com-
mittees anid iu facilitating the tr ion of non conten-
tions businers gradually made him & pervona grata to
men oun both sidea of the Hounse, who believe, with
Mu:lmll{. that compromise ia the essence of polities,
He develeped, moreover, a very pretty talent for negotia-
tion, and in time when intriguea had to be earrisd oo with
nickly Liberals, it was found that nobody could approach
them: with & mauner that was more caressing and less
alarming than the member for VWestminster. For a long
time he seemed to live by gnawing Blue-books, and he * got
up ' the details of financial adininistration pretty thoronghly.
About this period it became clear to his leaders that they
would find life muneh pleasanter if they had such a usefnl
and amiable person for m colleague rather than a eritic, and
ac Mr Smith went into office as Financial Secretary to the
Treasury, where again his complaisant msnners and imper-
trubable temper strengthened his hald on official life.

In hia first great office, that of First Lord of the Admiralty,
he was, however, lesa successfnl, and there was a time
when it seemed as if Mr Smith’s career had ended with the
fall of that famona Beaconsfield Administration, which con-
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trived, like the Yankee editor, to- make so many big men
out of small material. The epirit of the Fourth Party was
alroad, and it was in conflist with those forces of order and
decorum of which Mr Smith was the mest oppressive repre-
sentative. But again Mr Smith was ‘inluck’s way,” When
that spirit trinmphed, and el the virtues of the Tory Party
went down before mll the talents, an unexpected aceident
happened, The vanity and caprice which eansed the
collapse of Lord Randolpl Charehill’s leadership, togethar
with the clhattering of the Opposition, and the strong rivalry
smong Conservative politicinos, each eager to wrest the
leadership of the Comnmons from his neighbour, told in
favour of Mr Smith, Nor waa Mr Smith unworthy of sup-
port. He waorked hard. He smoothed down everybody
whe got ruttled in controversy. In time he amuseil tie
House by the air of complete emrnestness with which he
nttered the moat respectable commwunplaces on the wost
rolemn and critical occasions ; and if & nan Les not geninm,
thera in no better way of paining the favour of the House of
Commans than by affording it a little innocent amusement
at one's own expense.

The following are the ealient features in the political
cnreer of the deceased siatesmap. He was the son of Mr
William Heary Smith, of the Strand, Loadon, and Boutne-
mouth, Hampshire, bookseller, publisher, and news-agent,
waa born in Duke-street, Groavenor Y¢uare, Londor, June
L4tl:, 1825. He waa educated st the Grammar School,

Tavistock, and became, in das course, & partner
in the well-known firm in the Strand. In -lu1¥. 1865,
he ubpsuccessfully. contested Wastminister o the

Conservative interest, but his candidature was renewed

with snccess in November, 1858, when ha defeated Mr
Jobn Stasrt Mill. He cootinued to ait for Westwinister
down to 1885, when, after the Redistribution Act, he was
returned for the Strand, being again elected in 1886.
He waa Financial Secretary of the Treasary from Febroary,
1874, till August 8, 1877, when hie wea appointed First Lord
of the Admiralty, in succession to the late Mr Ward Hunt.
He went out of ottice an the retirement of the Conservatives
in April, 1880, and was appointed Secretary of State for
War in 1885 on the formation of the Salisbury Conserva-
tiva Government in June of that year. ('no the resignation
of Sir Willism Hart Dyke in January, 1886, Mr W. H.
Smith was appointed Chief Seeretary for Ireland, but the
Salisbury Government fell immediately afterwarda, and he
held the appoictment for only eix daye. In Lord Salisbury's
second administration he was appointed Secretary of State
for War. When the Ministry wae reconstructed on the re-
signation of Lord R. Charchill, Mr Smith became First Lord
of the Treasury and Leader of the House of Conanona.

JENNY LIND,

THE Rev. H. R. Haweis, writing of Jenny Lind, says that

a life of more ideal completeness than that of hers it ia

hanily possible to imagine.  All ita auns were worthy ; all

were achieved ; rise, development, progress, colmination,
immense gifts, numerous opportunities, & great sxumple of
honest work and spotless integrity, and a splendid legaey of

Lenefactione innumerable, in the shape of hospitals, achools,

and institntes founded by her own unaided efforts, in mddi-
tion to unknown and nonombered private
boonties. Such is the reecord of Jenny
Lind’s life, and it has assuredly not been
written in vain.

. The phases of this unique career seem
$o follow ench other with ao almost dra-
matic propriety and scenic completeness.
She appears to ns on her way attended by
the elamour, and heat, and vociferons
applanse of the emrging multitade.
But she moves like one all robed in white
—A aaintly presence, inspired, somnambu.
listie, and” unconscious of the lower world
—with eyes raised heavenwards, absor|
ouly in her most perfect and nll‘lj:\mifgin
work ; passing through a tronbled and pol-
luted world of chicanery and lust—as &
beaw of sunlight passes into the depthe of
foul aid noisome caverns, yet without con-
tracting any atain. She seems to me at
once the most real and the most ideal
creature ever born.

I can see the little plain girl of nine
years old, with her sensitive face and
spare fignre—shriuking, suspicions, mnot
kindly treated at home, but ever uinging
to hereetf and her cat ‘with the blue
ribbon,” both seated in the deep window
piche, The passers-by atop to listen : the
good Herr Cralivs, Court singing Imaster
is nttracted, will have her otficially trained.
Behold, the incredulous and severe Herr
Puke, who will harlly ¢onsent to listen
to the little girl, and then burets out _c?-
ing at the exyuisite athos of the child’s
voice, What a gilt of tears, what lermes
dans le gos ier she had | How many more
wers to cry at that voice inthe coming
years ! s .

Little Jeony is at last installed as pupil,
under otficial Bsuspices, to taught
¢ piana, religion, Freach, history, geo-
graphy, writing, arithmetic, and draw-
ibg,’ and so trained for the utage. BShe
meets with kind people—specially her
matarnal grandmother, who impresses her
wensitive, eaper heart with that steady
mornl principle aud those deep religious
feelingm which, ne the yeara lengthened,
became her most strik'mﬁ characleristics.
At first Jenny seemed destined for the
spoken drama ; she was by nature a con-
summate actress—snch abandon and spon-
taneity. But her extraordinary voice as-
sertecd itself irresistibly. [t wes said
by a great critic, * 1f she had not been the
greatest singer, she would still have
been the greatest nctress of the Age.
She was destined to be both. Ateighteen,
her singing-mistress listened to bher in
silence one day; Jenny had Leen doing
her very best to plense her, and felt dis-
appointed at. no lenst word of spproval.
*Am I then so stupid ¥ slie said, with a little pont. ‘ My

child,’ said her mintress, while the tears coursed down her

own cheeks, '] have nothing to teach you; do as Nature

tells you.” b

81X HUNDRED FEET OF FROZEN GROUND.

SCIENTIFIC men have been perplexed for many years over
the phenomencn of a certain well at Yakutsk, Sileria. A
Russian merchant in 1828 began to dig tha well, but he jzave
up the task three years later, when Le had duyg dowa thirty
feet, and wan still'in solidly frozen soil. Then the Hussian
Academy of Sciences dug away at tha well for months, but
ceased when iy had renched a depth of 382 feet, and the
ground was still frozen as hard as & rock. In 18494 the
Academy hnd the temperature of the excavation carefully
taken st varions depths, and from there data it wae estl-
mated that the ground was frozen to & depth of 612
feet. Althongh the pole of the greatest cold in in this pro-
vinee of Yokutsk, not evon the terrible meverity of the
Biberian winters cnuld freeze the ground toa depth af over
600 feat. Umlogiau have decided that the frozen valley of
the lower Lena is a formiation of the glacial period. They
believa, in short, that ic froze solidly theo, and Las never
since had a chinoce to thaw out.
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