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ons from another, but I noticed Mre Bowen, in brown satin ;
Mira Sisvwright, in French y with yoke and girdle of
ink ; Miss Halenstein,white; Mise Reynelds, black drose, and
fong groy opera cloak ; Mrs Martin, creama and red: Misa
Belcher, grey velvet ; Misa Stephenson and Miss Tui, white
brocaded opera cloaks ; Misa fm black. Wae are very
grudgingly giving up our theatrical treat. Mr Walter
Howe in & splendid actor. You will see & magniticent piece
of acting in the furnace scene of * Maater and Man,' bat, as
the season progressed, we saw him taking the part of nobler
chararters, and hia Frank Thornohill in *The Golden
Leddev! leaves behind him s pleasant recollectioy, Ha
locked every inch the brave young missionary he repre-
sented. Mr Baker in also B fine actor, and ranager, so
irresiatible does he make his villains, to carty the sym-
pathies of the audieénce with him, and slthough he genevally
representa a °‘ good-for-nothing,’ still we are always de-
lighted when he comes ont safe. Miss Blande need only to
repeat Lier visit to prove how much she has won npon the
ple. Both she and Mrs Holt were the recipients of soma
ovely flowers.

A lyarewell concert was given to Mr John Deaker, who is
For ten years past he han nlways
moat good-naturedly assisted at eharitable affairs, and bis
many friends gave him & good send off. Mies Rose Blaney,
looking very pretty in pink silk, sang ‘ Kathleen Mavour-
neen’ in her own sweet way, aleo, ' My Faded Vielet.’
Misa M. Graham, wearing a very pretty black evmti:jg
dress, sang * Ever of Thee,’ and was greatly appreciated.
Mr W. Woods was ainong the soloists, end, of course, Mr
Deaker, who received s bipg ovation. Miss Mary Drumm
acted thronghount the evening as accompanist playing with
Expmaion, and looking very nice in a pretry terra-cotta

ress,

Another farewell concert was the one I prev'muulf' slloded
to, given to Mr Arthur Hanter, To tell the trnth [ was not
there, I could not find it in my heart to miss the last night
of the theatre, but I hear it was in every way a snccesa.
Miss Hose Blaney sang charmingly, and ﬁim Blanche Joel
and Mias Cooper were among the Iady voealists, Mr Chiarles
Umbers, Mr Iﬁmm, and Mr Manson among the gentlemen,
bt if I don't leave off writing I sball misa tﬁe mail. Iwish
I were going with my letter ma far as Christchureh to be
present there at the opening night of * Master and Man.’

leaving for Sydoey.

MAUDE.

WELLINGTON.

DEAR BEE, OCTOBER 9.

We are having the gqueerest weather you can
imagine. First it in beantifully warm and a few days later
we have it juet as cold as winter, and & week or eo ago we
saw the distant hills which sarround ns eovered with snow

Some of the grass Tennis Courts have opened again, an
we have had some excellent play. It is very early, but
singularly enongh, the ground is in eplendid condition, pro-
balﬁy owing to our exceptionally mild winter. 1 think, as
wsual, Mr and Mrs Charlie Johnston were the firat to open
theirs, but next month all the elubs open, and wa ehall spon
tntn onr attention towards tournaments. The late Mra D,
Riddiford's Tennis Court will be greatly missed during the
naxs winter. I have not heard who is to take the housa.

Dr, Newman bas lately bought that valuable property in
Hobson-atreet, which be{onged. to Mr George Schultz, and
the family intend residing there. Dr. Adame has alse just
xmade a new parchase of that fine residence on the Terrace
which belonged to Mr Godfrey Knight.

‘We have had absolutely nething going on of interest thia
week except Mr Prouse’s concert.  This took place at the
-Opera House, and attracted a large audience. The pro-
.gTamme was & very popular one, including ‘ Nazareth ' and
“The Wanderer’ (Schubert), sung by Mr Prouse, and * Bel
Raggio ' (Hossini) by Mies McClean. Mr E. B. Williams
sang ' An Evening Song,” and *Smile and Bid Me Live,’
and the Misses Hammerton played the Sclavonic daoces
Misa Grady sang s serenade very prettily. Mr Prouse gave
the concert ns an snncuncement of his return irom Eng.
land, where he has been receiving lessons Irom the best
iasters. The improvement in his style aud voice is great,
bat I ebhould imogioe he hardly allowed himsell tinie to ae-
<complieb all he inwended with his powerful voice, He will
be warmly welcomed back among his brother musicians,
for he used always to be so good in helping at concerts, ete.
Miss McClean was in capiial voice, and sang Leautifully,
the Hexibility of her powerful soprano voice being esgecialfy
noticeable in f Bel Rapgio.' Mr Williams was just as
pleasing ss ever, Hia quiet, sympathetic tenor voice is
always listened to with pleasure, r MeDnff Boyd played
a violin solo, and a trio Ly Miss McClean, Mr Prounse, and
Mr Williams was, I think, geoerally comsidered the gem
-of the evening. Misa McClean wore a beautiful black velvet
gown made with high puffed sleeves aud a very long train,
the front being of soit white material laced across with
‘black. Miss Grady wore mauve with bands of dark velvet.
The Misses Hammerton, respectively, wore black with
white sash, and white with maize sash. Altogether Mr
Prouse is to be congratulated upon the evident success of
his firat concert in Wellington. Mr Parker conducted.
Miss MeClean had two bonyuets thrown to her, and Miss
{irady one after her song. JMr Pronse waa greeted by pro-
longed applause on his appearance.

An excellent entertainment tendered to Mr Harcham haa
just taken place at the Opersa House. The first part waa
musical, sud consiated of songs by Miss Trehsir-()avorne,
Mra Parsons snd Mr Nairn; violio daets by Mieses Cable and
Pilcher, and Messrs MeDufl Boyd and Magionity ; a zither
#olo by Herr Theo Geyzer; pianoforte pieces by Mies Louise
Wilson (late of the Roynl Academy of Mnsic), and a sketch
by Mr C. Hale. An overture was then given by Jupyp's pri-
vate band, and then came the second part, which consisted
of & farcical comasdietta called * A Happy Pair,' which was
acted by Miss Moeller (Mra Honeyton}aud Mr A. 5. I'atter-
son {Mr Honeyton). My J, Magionity accompanied the
veealiata, and Messrs Patterson and Stansfield acted as joint
BECTEtArian

Next week you shall hear of the Harmuonic Society’s con-
‘cert. They areto have * The Revenge ' ngain. Thesoloista
are to be Mr H. B. Williams, Miss Staufoid, Miss Grady,
and Miss Upliam. Mr Parker, as usual, will ennduct.

Leat me think of some of the new spring dressen 1 have
reen Iately. Min E. C. Reyoolds, wha is visiting us from
Dunedin, and staying with her uother, Mra Ed. Hichardeon,

iswearing m protiy silver.grey tweed with white shirt front,
and black hat with feathera, and a Huffy grey fur boa. Mm
C. Pharazyn and Miss Pharszyn have also been visiting
Wellington, the former wearing & handsome fawn Phaeton
cloak with silk hood looped with gold cord, and = large
brown hat. Mrs Newman is wearing s handsome fawn
tweed ruade with a long basque, and bonnet to match ; Miss
Medley, & light grey tweed, with Newmarket coat,
and black hat with light feathers; Mra Travers, durk
blus, the sleaves and trimmings brocaded with large
dull red spots, and jet bonnet; Mra Wardrop, terra
cotta eloth braided with black, and tiny jet bonoet ; Misa
Kemp, fawn three - quarter cloak, nng fawn hat with
feathers ; Miss M¢Clean, & handsume Scoteh green and blue
plaid, and black jet bonnet with bright green velvet; Miss
Lisorge, a grey tweed; Miss M. (ieorge, & pretty fawn
gown, and small fawn hat; Miss Dransfield, & dark blue
gown and shirt front ; Mra G. Knight, black three-guarter
cape, andl jet bonnet; the Misses Harding, fawn three-
quarter capes, and large hats,

The ftar Boating Clul opens with a large afternoon tea
at the sheds. Thers in also to be a procession of boats, It
is nlwa.g; & fashionable gathering,

The Wellington Football Club have juet had their annual
sports st the Basin Heserve. L'nfortunately, the weather
was unpleasant—cold and windy—but there were still a
great numbar of people present. The Ladies’ Bracelet Raca
was won by Mr Morrah, and amongst others who diatin-

nished themselves were Messrs Barnebt (3], Pownall, W.
urnbull, Heywood, Anderson, Hume, and Crunickshank.
We were most hospitably entertained with afterncon tea by
the Club. It was served in the grandstand, and proved
most acceptable.
Kupy.

NAPIER.

{ Delaycd in transmission. )

OCTUBER 2.

The Cinderella dance takes Elace te-night, but
a3 1 want to cateh the mail, T am afraid I cannot wait ta
tell you about it. Next week I shall hopeto doso. I
believe it is to be a splendid Lall. The town is certainly
full of country ple if that iz any criterion, but, at any
rate, the more the werrier, and I think I may safely predict
a great crowd.

r and ¥ra Kettle gave & fancy dress ball last week. It
was & meat enjoyable dance, and not only a dance, for there
were charades, too, during the early part of the evening,
and then dancing, which was kept up until s late hour.
The honse is delightfully planned for a dance. The large
covered-in verandah affords so mneh extra space, and then
the garden is o delightful. The dresses were very quaint
and pretty. Mrs Logan and Miss Minna Chapman both
looked exceedingly well, so did Miss Ida Tiffen. Mra Pat
MecLeans costume was much admired ; it was that of a
Greek Girl; and Miss Dixon looked very charming in her
pretty costume. Miss Leslie Thompson looked so nice.
She went as an Iris, and had ber white Howing robes
trimmed with these very effective Howera ;: she also carried
n large bouquet of the same. Everyone seemed to enjoy
the dance very much indeed. Miss St. Hill, Misa A, St
Hill, and Miss™ Nelson were there from the country., Miss
St. Hill looked one of the best in the room.

When the Buwlin§ (ireen was opened the weather pro-
mised to be fine, but I am sorry to say the tine weather did
not last, and it came on most intensely cold mnd bleak,
Notwithstanding this drawback a large number of peopls
assenibled on the gronnd, and during the afteznoon some of
the ladies disgenaed tea, and banded ronnd cake and biead
and butter. noticed Mrs Ealfour looking very nice in a
becoming dark gown, and Misa Hitchings and several
athers. The Bowling Green is locking very nice ; the lawn
is a perfect picture now. It will be s pity if it geta dried
up, although we cannot expect it will retain ite lovely pre.
sent green appearance sll the hot summer. We thiok the
courta will be well patronised when ouce the fine weather
sets in.

Napier is looking most lovely at present; indeed, I really
think this is the time of year for a straoger to visit our
pretty town. The hills sre Lenusifully green, and there
are 6 number of acacia trees in blooms. The contrast of the
green against the yellow is verycharming, with an occasional
glimpse of blue sea thrown in.

The Napier Operatic Society are very busy rebearsing for
‘ Madame Favart.,” Wa are mkinﬁ orward to a glorinus
opera season. The performers are all well up in their parts,
and are epating no pains to make it & auccess, During the
opera a Court nulnuel is to Le danced Ly Misses K. Hitch-
ings and Guy, mnd Messrs Yon Sturmer and Arthur
Kennedy. The ladies are to wear exceedingly handsome
drensea with very long trains, which it heas taken consider-
able practice to renrn ow to manage. I believethere are to
benore than & huadred new dresses made especially for thia
opera—in fact no stone has been left unturned to make the
sgason one of the most enjoyable that has ever Leen in
Napier. I will tell yon more about it after it is over.

Mrs W. Tabutean gave an afternoon tea last week, and
varied the usual entertainment by iaviting gentlemen as
well s ladies. 1do not see why the men should not be in.
vited to afternoon tea sometimes. They come out of their
office tired and hungry, a8  rule, vr at any rate thirsty, and
I e sure must bless the rood Bamaritan who asks them to
8 most enjoyable miternoon tes and cake aef [ib.  Amongst
those present at Mrs Talateau’n were the Mieses Fulton,
Iris Fulton, Millet, Hughes, Humpheries, Hamlin, Loy,
and others, aml Messrs Arthur Kenpedy, Yon Sturmer, and
another. Mie Tabutean is a cbarming hustess, and a most
eni'oynble aiternoon was spent,

must tell yoa of yet another engagement—tihat of Misa
Welsman to Mr Tennent. We believe the engagement is
uot t¢ ba & very long one, and is to terminate ehortly in
matrimony. r Tennent is fortunate in having secured
an exceedingly nice girl for his wife.

1 am glad to Le able to tell you that Mrs Harry Warren
in & littla better, and hes heen ahle to walk abhant a little
just for & ehort time each day. I iieard that Mr and Mes

Varren wre guing to reside for s time at that lovely place,
* The Lawa,’ at Clive, but canoot say if the report is a cor.
rect one.

Miss Thompeon is atill with her eister. Mm and Mian
Hamlin have returoed from Wellingtun, anl are tonking all
the better for their trin. Mrs Hurace Baker is also back.

DEak Bex,

She took her young deughter to Wellington to M Swain-
son"s achuol.

I noticed Mrs Hoadlley in town looking very nics in grey
gown, stylish hat; and Miss Kate Hitchings, in aalmon
pink Hannelette; also Misa Lascelles, in navy gown, fawn
iacket, large hat with feathers.

Dear Ber, UCTUBER 8

The last of the Cinilerella dances has taken
Ellce, and was one of the very best balls that bave ever been
eld in Napier. Gireat credit is due to M:r W. Anderson
for the pains he took t ensure the comfort of everyone.
() the morning of the ball he actuslly got up about four in
the morning and went down to the thentre to ses what he
ecould do. I aan sure bhe must have felt gratitied when he
saw the result of 5o muclh trouble. To begin with the supper
table was exceedingly pretty. All our lovely spring tlowers
are now in full bloom, and evidently nobody grudyed send-
ing their beat and choicest blooms. [*ronsinent on the tabla
wag an exquisite basket of jonquils, lilac, lilies, and other
flowers mont tastefolly arranged by Mrs J. P. Hanilin, who,
a8 averybody knows, has the knack, if anybody has, of ar-
ranging lowers. VWhen the cartain drew up the supper-table
laoked very tempting, the dishes being many and varied, and
eeetmed to bo endless, for as fast as one dish’ was emptied an-
other was put in its place. Ve lad vysters, too, riee, and
delicions soup, with cream. Now I mmat tell you about the
gowns.  There were 5o many people at the 'bnfl it is almoat
impossible to remember every froek, so those who are not
mentioned must forgive me.  However, I will do my best,
There were numbers of country peopla in for the danes,
and some of the mowns were exceedingly handeome. Mrs
John Moore, from Rakamoana, looked exceedingly well ina
black and yellow gown ; the sleeves were so pretty, bein,
canght together by tiny yellow bows; Mre Hamlin looke
very nice and natty in yellow silk, high collar, red rose in
her bodice, and ved Hower in her hair; Mres Gore looked
very well in white silk trimmed with exquisite chiffon
edged with gold; she wore a dismond star in her hair;
Mrs W. Talmtean was much admired in bright pink
silk elegantly made; her two sisters, Miss Fulton
and Misa Iris Fulton, alse wore pink; Mies IFulton,
a very pale pink; Miss Moss (who bas come down
from Mra Joe Rhodes) wore white trimmed with chiffon ;
Miss Large, white, with red Howers (& pretty frock);
Mra J. Rhodes, frorn Ruataniwha, wore ereain ; Miss Glens
dining, an extremely stylisii gown of white aatin with over-
akirt of soft grey net (one of the handsonestin the room);
Mru Glendining wore black and red ; Mrs Walker, bright
blue silk, white front ; Mra Olliver, pale blue ; Misg Miilet,
cream, with heliotrope spots ; Miss Nelson looked very nice
in her pretty heliotrope gown; Miss Lucy Williams, her
lovely maize eilk with red tlowers; Miss Newton, blue;
Mises Daisy Newton, bright cardioal net ; Miss Beamish,dark
green net apangled wiih eilver ; Mise Fanny Beamish, white
and silver ; Miss Weber, pink fisherman's net ; Mrs Logan
looked very charming in white ; it suited her to perfection ;
her sister, Miss Taylor, wore black ; she looked execeed-
ingly well; Miss Rbhodes, pale pink: Miss Locks, pretty
pink frock ; Miss Milly Rhodes very handsome white silk
trimmed with white and gold ¢hiftun {Chiistehurch gown).
To my mind Miss Ida Titfen and Miss Hewson were de-
cidedly the bellen. Miss Titfen did lock really quite be.
witching in a moat lovely white gown glistening with dew-
drops ; Miss Hewson waore & very pretty pale pink net, with
8ilk bodice (an English gown) ; Mies Mary Lowry, a lovely
heliotrope with sprays of real clematis; Mra P, 5, McLean,
red underskirt, b{,ﬂc lace overskitt. Weo were 8o pleased
to see Mrs Vickerman mt our dance. She was such a
favourite with us all when she lived in Napier—always so
bright and merry. As one lady remarked, it did Ler good
to ace her mmongst us vnce more. She ware black and rese
(a pretty pown) ; Miss Shaw lvoked very liandaome in pale
blue ; Miss Hugples, black net, with a very handsotne red
sash ; Misa Thowpson, graceful white gown; Mis Jago,
black embroidered with yellow ; Miss JMiong Chap-

man, & heuominf; gown of pink trinnned with silver
braid ; Miss Floseie Bell, heliotrope ; Miss Dixon
looked very charming in pink. This ball mighe

well be called a pink ball, for soc many were the pink
gowns worg,  Mrs Ballour looked extrewely well in
eau-de-nil silk ; her oiece, Miss Barton, wore white with
marguerites, and chrried an exquisite boaquet of the same ;
Miss Hitchings lovked well in white ; Miss Hilda Hitchings,
pink ; and Miss Kate Hitchings, white and yellow striped
net; Mra Kells also wore 8 very handsome gown—white
silk eovered with spabgles; and Miss Bower, a very becoming
gown of pale pink silk, shoea to watch. For a woander we
were shoss of men, which is not usually the case, aad in
consequence there were rather more wall-luwers than usual.
I missed several of our dancing men, and | also niissed Misa
Hanlin and Miss Lascelles. he latter yonog lady lins re-
cently lost a niece, and we presume kept awny on that ac-
count. We had a real good gallop to wind up with, which
everyone seerned to fully enjoy, and before leaving the ball-
room three cheers were given for the energetic secretary,
which were lieartily responded to.

1 am told the boating season is to open shortly. Our
young men are Lusy getting their boats painted and done u
ready for the opemuy of the season, an auspicious day, an
generally luoked forward to Ly buth eexes.

We are lusing another of our residents Mr. P. A, F.
Birch snd family. e much regret their going.  Mr Birch
was some little time apo reduced by the Government. He
nccordingly went to Australia, to lovk round, ae the saying
is, and succeeded in getling a really guod billet. He re-
turned last week for his wife ard children, amdd I believe
leaves auain for Australia to morrow. [t seenw & pity vur
old residents are going from us io this wancer. Nojier is
not what it was & duzen years ngo.  We dun't see the samwe
uld faces now that we saw then.

Well, Bee, v titue for more, I Am afraicd, so must leave
the rest of my news for my next Jetter,

LLADYSY,

JOURMALISTIC LOYALTY.

Lucy (indignantly}: *Tu think of our names appearing in
thia paper—ynuy paper—an beibg engaged ! And there's
ot (sub} & ward al teath in it 1

Yoo Faber (¢alinly) : * Tlien, as s loyal scribe, let us make
it trne.  Will you ey wife ¥

Lucy (faintly): * Well, for the dreadful paper's sake—
yen,



