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1845, when he was appointed, by Governor Fitzroy, sn officar
ip she Lasd Parehase and Native Department. He wasin
thin capacity eatrusted by Governor Eyre with the task of
anrveying the claims the Nanto-Bordelaise Company,
‘which had taken up land st Banka' Peninsula, in the g:: h
Island. T'pon the surveys being placed ander the Provincial
Government eontrol Mr Carriogton received the appoint-
ament of Chief Surveyor for the provines of Taranaki, which
he held (dogether with his oftices in the Land and Native
Departrents) unkil 1871, when he joined the Publie Works
Department as Engineer-in-Charge for Taranaki. This
office he continned to ll uniil the yesr 1878, when he re-
tired from the Public Service npon & pension earned by
active service extending over & pericd of thirty -seven
years. Mr Carrington has heen through many hard-
ships and dangers in the early days—frequently travel-
ling on foot or on horseback among the hoetile natives.
He was in charge of a snrvey party at Whaitara, the
firing on which by the natives was the commencement
-of the war of 1860 ; and he was frequently under fire after-
wards, but although he has had several narrow escapes he
has never been wounded. Probably it was his popularity
with the natives contributed to this, for * E Oki’ (as he was
called by the Maoris) was permitted to move about through
the country doring the most troublesowe times, nnarmed and
alone, without melestation. Mr O. Carrington has lived to
-soe masy of his pupile attain a high poaition in the profes-
sion ; amopg whom may be named hia son, Mr Wellington
-Cartington, A.LC.E., Sydoey; Mr 8. Peroy Swith, F.R.G.8,,
Snrveyor-General of New Zealand ; Mz Thomas Haumphries,
-Chief Burveyor, Hawke's Bay ; and Mr C. W, Hursthonsa,
HResident Engineer, Waikato.

MR THOMAS KING.

The *Pilgrim Fathers’ who came from England in the
firat Bhip to form the New Plymooth Settlement in New
_Zealand, have nearly all joined the ®great majority,” bnt
amongst these who murvive i Mr Thomas King, whose
portrait forms one of the group of ' 0ld Taranaki Hettlera’
.to be fonnd on another page. PW’hen & young man of about
twenty gen.rn of age, the * Plymouth Company ' was being
fnrmed for the pnrpose of colonising New Zealand from the
West of England, and being of an adventurous disposition
Mr T. King made up bis mind to emigrate. He purchased
two 50 acre sectiona irom the Company, and made arrange-
ments for leaving England by the first vessel for New
Zealand. Mr Kiug sailed from Plymouth with his friend
Mr Richard Chilman [whose eister Lie afterwards married) in
the bargne William Bryan on November 19, 1840, and they
reached theirdestinationon March 31, 1841. Haviog brought
out with him a small quantity of goods, which were soon
sold, he got employment as opportunity offered, and in 1843
commenced importiog from England on & considerable scale
for that time. In 1844, in comjunction with the late Mr
Doreett, he engaged also in the coasting trade by charter-
ing & small schooner called the * Carbon’'a 12 ton boat. In
this coekle-shell the two partners exported the produce of
the district from New Plymouth to Mannkau, Nelson and
Wellington, and with the proceeds hronght return carpoes
-of such goods as were in demand in those primitive days,
The first wheat grown in New Plymouth was threshed by
flail, or whipped across & cask ; and waa ground by the
late My Samuel Oliver in the mill be had erected on the
Huoatoki river, the stones of which wers made out of
boulders on the beach. 1o 1844 tour was imported, but in
the following year the partners, from the surplus produce
grown in the place, exported o hundred tons in parcels of
about ten tons. In 1848 Mr King took up some Jand in the
Mangorei district, and commenced farming. It was here
that Lord Rebert Cecil (now the Marquis of Salisbury and
Prime Minister of England), during his tour round the
world in 1852, found Mr King, and where the two, seated oo a
log of @ fallen tree, had a long chat respecting the state of
the colonies and New Zealand in particulat. Wheno the
-Copstitution Act was brought into foree in 1852 Mr
Thomeas King was elected a member of the House of Repre-
ives, and a ded the first ion of the General As-
.sembly in Aackland in 1854, also the one held in 1855,
During the years between 1856 mnd 1860 Mr King took
part in the local politics of Taranaki, and represented the
town of New Plymouth in the Provincial Council, snd held
the position of Provincial Treasurer. In 1860 he was again
returned a member of the House of Representatives, and it
was he who exposed in & letter to the Nelson Examiner
what was known as the ' Royal Hotel Conspiracy.’ In it,
he described m meeting that was held in the Royal Hotel,
Auckland, by the * Peace at Any Price Party,’ to concoct a
scheme to go down to Waikato unknown to the Govern-
ment, and negotiste terms of with Wiremun Tamihana
upoh any ternis whatever. The letter caused s great sensa-
tion at the tiwe, and no doubt affected the result of the
elaction, which was on the eve of coming off.  On the Bank
of New Zealand being started in 1851, Mr King was ap-
pointed manager of the New Plymouth branch, which posi.
tion he held for sixteen years with comeiderable ability and
great advantage to that institution ; and on his retirement
he waa presented with & handsome eilver eervice of plate
by the customers. Since 1880, Mr King has occupied
his time with local matters ; belng & member of several of
the local! boards. He has slways taken a great interest in
the Harbour works at Moiuros, and _for the last ten
ears has been Chairman of the New Plynoath Hacbour
%M.rd. By his careful finsucing he succeeded in staving
off for & conaiderable time the Board’s default in not meet-
ing the coupona on ita lean; notwilhstandiog the endow-
ment fund was being gradaally confiscated by the central
(leneral Government. And when the Government refused
to enquire into the merits of the case, of the relasiona of the
Harbour Board with the bond-holders and the ratepayers,
he strove to prevent the Taraunki district from being un-
justly treatefr. Mr Thomas King has been s great reader
in bik time and he still keepa himeelf well posted up in all
aifairs goiog on st home and in the colonies. He is full of
information, mad his retentive memery enables him to relate
pumerous amusing enecdotes connected with the early
settlement of New Zealand. Dr. Truby Kiog, io charge
of the Beacliff Lunatic Asylum, near Dunedin, M¢ Newton
King, the well known merchant and aunctioneer of New
Plymouth, end Mr Heary King, one of the asuecessful
farmers in Tarapaki, are sons; sod the wife of Mr F. W.
Murchant, C.E., of Timary, ia & daoghter of the gentleman
to whom we have been referring.

MAJOR PARRIS.

Major Parriv’ name has become historical in connection
with all matters appertaining to the native race, He was

born at Tatworth, Chard, Sotuerset, of a family that has lon

been in the West of England—an ancestor of his, & l{ound-
head, baving had hia property at Axminstar confiscated in the
reign of Jamea I11. ~Fortunately William I1I. was shortly
afterwards abls to restors the estate 1o its original owner.
Major Parris eame to Naw Zealand in 1842, arriving at New
Plymonth in the barque Hlenheim on November 7th, with
hia wife and family. On the Conatitution Act coming inta
foree, ha took part in the early politics of the colony by
standing for a seat in the Provincial Couneil of Taranaki,
and was retaroed & member for the Grey and Bell district.
Major Parris entered the Government service in 1857 as
Iand Puorchase Conimissioner, and in 1859 was appointed
Assi : ry, which he held till 1865, when
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MAJOR PARRIS.

he was made Civil Commissioner for the district. Iluring
the whole of the war with the natives Major Parris was
found by the military anthorities and ths Ceolonial
Government to ba of invaluable aseistance, and it
was during those troubled times that he more than
once put his life in the henda of the npatives in
mssisting the (Government to carry on soccessfully their
endeavours to suppress the rebelliion. In May, 1860, a plot
was laid by & number of the Taranaki and Ngatiruanuis to
take his life, and but for Wetine, & Mokan chief, who ad-
vised him of the diabolical intentions of these natives,
and the protection given te him by the Waikatos,
he would have been killed. (o two other occasions
also it was determined by the natives to murder bim,
but Major Parris escaped almost miraculomely. During

VEN. ARCHDEACON GUOVETT, B.A,

the whole of the war Major Parris was attached to
the Imperisl troops and had commnand of the Native
forcem, alse holding & commission a8 Major iu the New
Zealand Militin. There are few who know of the niany
nights of snxiety he has parsed when danger threatened the
district. The name of Major Parria was often mentioned
in the deapatches rent lioma by Sir Genrge Grey, Colonel
(now Geperal Sir H. J. Warre], and other military com-
manders, who acknowledged his sarvices io the most compli-
mentary terms, and in some instances gave him the foll
creilit of their successes. Bir H. J. Warre, in u letter says,
* When 1 recullect the valnable information you so freel

afforded duoriog that long and eventinl period—dating,

may say, from 1860, but under wy permonal knowledpe
from the following yesr,—and from 1863 when our rmr
fellows were murdered at Wairau, until the end of 1856
when I left the country, I am more than ever thankfol that
1 hed so able an interpreter; the value of whose services
were proved by the repeated successes founded altugether
upon the information attorded by which the hostile natives
were driven from point to point, until at last the whole
line of coast fromy the White Ciilfs to Stony River was so
thoroughly cleared, that the settlers wers mble to return to
their dmf;ud farms and to permanently occupy their land,
which has now become what Nature always intended it
should, namsly, ® the Garden of New Zealand.'! The peace-
ful state of the Taranaki since I left the country, contirma
my impression that owing to your ekilful wanagement of
the natives, to your firm Lut judicious and conciliatory deal-
ing with themn, you have been able to maintain amicable re-
lations Latween the Eurcpeans and the natives, so that lifa
and property are as eafe uow in your beautiful province aa
in any other part of New Zealand.” After the war Major
Parris proved himself to be a most valuable officer owing
to his tact and pradent advice to the Minpistry in
power. The peace that has ensued ginece is largely
owing to Major Parris’ diplomatic maenagement of tha
natives, Daring the disturbances in 18689, it was
through his infinence that the natives north of Opunake
abstained from joining the rebela occupying the southern
portion of the district. Major Parris’ services on his retire-
ment from the Civil Serviee in 1875, were acknowledged by
the Government as they deserved to be, and the gln.t,iva
Minister (the late Sir Donald McLean), in announcing to
him that kis wish to retire had been acceded to, took the
opportunity of expressing his deep sense of the valuable
services ha had rendered to the colony. In hia letter he
referred to Major Darris’ zeal and earnestness, as well sa
the parsonal courage displayed on occasiona of great diti-
culty and danger, as deserving of the higheat praise, and
whilst regretting bis retirement, trosted that he might live
long to enjoy the rest he had so well esrned. That rest,
however, was not accorded to him, for he was immediatel
reguested to assist Sir Williamy Fox and Sir F. Dillon Bel
on the West Coast Native Commission. The Commission
haviag com)lated its work the final report was sent to the
Goveruor, and in it Sir W, Fox refers to Major Parris’
nervices in the following enlogistic language :—*' Nor muat
T omit to reeord the grateful sense which [ enter-
tain of the invaluable assistance rendered by Major Parria
{of whose services 1 was able, by an arrangement with
the Government, to avail myself), in laboriously working
oat the practical detnils of a vast amount of very ditticuls
business. His long experience in the service of the Guvern-
ment a8 Civil Commissioner in the Taranaki distriet; his
extensive acquaintance with all the natives in it; his exact
and minute acquaintance with the land titles and tribal re-
tations ; the great personal respect desarvedly entertained
for him by the natives; bis entire abstinenca all through n
long career from all specalation in native lands; these and
many other qualifications which no other living person
known to myself comibned in equal degree, were faithlully
and zealously, d|:|rin§l the whole pariod of my operations,
bronght to bear by him in contributing tob{eir Ruccess,’
Major Parris is now iiving a rvetired life_in New Plymouth
enjoying the repose he is s fully eatitled to,

YEN. ARCHDEACON HENRY GOVETT, BE.A.

Archdeacon Henry Govett was educated at Sherborne
and took his degree at Worcester College, Oxford, leaving
Eogland shortly afterwards with twe friends for the purpose
of farming together in the district of Auvckland. The party
—one of whom was Mr (afterwards the Kev,) W, Bollaod—
arrived in Auckland early io 1843, and took Jand in partner-
ship near the Tamaki, where Mr Govett remnaisaed for about
two years, Mr Bolland, however, left after some months,
and gnving taken Holy CGrders was in 18584 piven chiarge of
the Tarnoaki district, Mr Goveit's first visit to Taranaki
was to see hin old friend, and in 1845, he followed bis ex-
ample by being ordained at Wellington by Dr. (. A.
Belwyo, Bishop of New Zealand. The Bishop placed Mr
Govett in charge of the Aaori settlement st Waikanae,
where he remaiced for about a year, when he walked to
New Plymouth and was then taken on to Auckland in
H.M.S. Driver for the purpase of being ordained Priest;
finding his way back to Waikanne on foot via Kawbhia and
the Coast. After ordination as Priest Mr Govett married
and took duty at Nelson for & few months ; and in 1848 was
placed in chazge of the Taranaki Distriet (in place of
the Rev. W. Bolland who had died during the previous year),
and excepting twe trips to Kngland in 1866 and 1884, the
Archdencon has been resident st New Plymouth aver since,
He was appoioted Archdeacon of Tarmnaki by Hishop
Selwyn in 1859, and it appears from the *Life of Bishe
Selwyn *that the Archdeacon was one of those remmmendeg
by D, Salwyn for the Rishopric of Adelnide, when he wos
traoslated to the See of Lichtield io 1868. Archdeacon
Govett has discharged his pastoral daties during the forty-
three years he has had charge of the Taranaki districs with
devotional energy, gaining thereby the love of his people
and the respect of all classes of the commurity. His pulpit
utterances are dignified and earnest, and as he never ob-
trwiles his religious opinions on those of & dilferent way of
thinking, the memUers of other denoninatiens are always
ready to ask bim to preside nt their social gatherings. The
Archdeacen has always been fond of gardening and waa,
we beliave, the first person to introdnce ioto the Taranaki
distriet, amongst other plants, the guave and Lisbon lemon,
both now common fraits in Taranaki: and it is interesting
te know that on his frst trip to Eogland in 1856, owiog to
an exceptionally fast passage by the eailing vessel, the
Archdercon wna able to take home some apples from St.
Mary's Parsonage parden, which were saten and enjoyed at
hia father's vicurage, Stainen, Middlesex, an were probably
the first New Zealand grown fruit ever seen in England.

Lapy GyyNAsTS, —Thirteen young Danish ladies have
aased the requisite examination in gymnastics and daneing
or becoming leschers in Danish feniale gymnnasiume.  An

officer, two doctors, two teachers, and two ladies ofllciated
a5 censors. The young lalies passed, on the whole, sx-
ceedingly well, three obtainiog tne greatest possible nam-
ber of points in both theery sad preziv. A clone for lady
teachers in gymneatics will commence in Christiaoia, the
capital of Norway, the authorities having voted a wam for
the purpose.



