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gHUSE who took part in the
early settlement of Taranaki
ara fast passing away from
this earth, and old age has set its
visible impreas on those who Are
till spared ; and in course of nature
it is to be expected that every year
will witness the departure of in-
creasing numbers to that new coun-
try from whence no travellers re-
tarn. In & very few years the
pumbers of those whe took part in
the early settlement of the colony
—who bore the heat and burden of
the day, and of whose brave deeds
and steady perseverance all later comers have resped or are
reaping the bepelits—will be very small indeed. Already
those living belong to a past generation, and a new
generation is arising, and fast replacing their successors.
Vet the history of the early days of their settlement, of the
stirring events, stronge scenes, atartling incidents, ludicrons
ocenrrences, great difficulties, brave efforts, hair-breadth
-encapes, and heroic steadiness of purpose remaina practically
wowritten, We give on another page the portraits of a few
of the pioneer settlers who took part in founding she settle
ment of Taranaki, who are still liviog, and who we hope
will remain hale and hearty for many yeara to come ;—

ME F, A. CARRINGTON,

The * Father of the Settlement,’ as Mr Frederic Alonzo
Carrington ia very apprepristely called in Taranaki, is &
gentleman verging on his eighty-fourth year, and is aa bale,
hearty, and cheery as he was forty years ago. Mr Carring-
ton's fife has been a very eventful one, but our limited space
prevents us giving more than & brief outline of bis adventur-
Sus career.  When a young men he entered the Ordoance
sSurvey Dopartment of England, being appointed to that

psition in Janmary 1826, by the Duke of Wellington,
ghowing & natural ability for topographical delineation and
anrvey worl be soon mitracted the attention of the eminent
engineers of the day, and when the Reform Bill was gmed
in 1832, he was selected by the Parliamentary Commiseioners
to describe the bonndaries of the boroughs in the districts
from Bristol to Manchester. Fur his services on that ocen-
sion he received the mpecial thanks of the Commissicuers,
His several acquirements and the particular gift be possessed
of being able to sccurately delinente & country, was the
reason he wae welected by the Plymouth Company as ite
chief surveyor to go to New Zealand to choose a sire
for the aetilement the Company proposed fotmmﬁ
thera. Un his arrival at Wellington he interviewa
Colonel Wakefield, and obtained from him all the intor-
mation posaible for the furtherance of the duties be had to
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perform ; aod after aecaring the services of * Dickey Barrett
{the well-known and experienced whaler) to set an pilot and
interpreter, he left Port Nicholsou for Taranaki with the
view of aelecting a site for the new settlement, the pioneers
of which were then makiog arrangements in Enyland for
enmigrating to New Zealand, On Febraary 12, 1841, Mr F. A.
Carrington and fanily together with his brother Mr Geta.

i arrington {who was his chief assistant) and the
:;l::ec pnrhgwnrri(ved off Taranaki. The ferne and under-
m—owt{ were thick over the land at the time, reaching even
to the asea shore, 8o it was a ditticult matier to obtain &
knowledge of the featnres of the conntry which is so essen.
tial when having to fix the site of & township. With great
labour lines were cut throogh the dense vegetation, and a
spot cleared—and after mueh difficulty the wite for the

own of New Plymonth was laid cut and surveyed under
Mr. F. A. Carrington’s directions. In September, 1843, Mr
Carrington returned to England and on bisarrival in London
he found that the Directors of the New Zealand Company
{whieh had absorbed the Plymouth Company) were thinking
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of ceasing their fnoctions for a time, and accordingly Mr Car-
rington retired from their services, receiving a very compli-
maentary testimonial from the Directors. MrF. A.Carrington
was 500n engaged ia connection with the railways, a manis
for makiog them hsvinq about that time commienced in
England. He surveyed lines, prepsred plans, and made
models of engineering worke where difticulties occurred on
the ground, sy A8 to elocidate the sgame before the Railway
Committess in the Houses of Parliament; and some of
these models, at the request of the Prince Consort, were sent
to Buckinghnm Palace, and Mr Carvington was personally
thanked and complimeated by His Royal Highneas.
During the time he was in England (1844-51) Mr Carring-
ton gave n good deal of his titne and atteantion to New Zea-
land matters, and tried to make Taranaki better koown to
the British public,. Mr Carrington took with bim to Eng-
land a quantity of the Taranaki iron sand, and after having
a very careful annlysis made of some of the sand by Mesers
Dymond ot Holborn, he requested the same firm to bave a
bar of iron erat under their immediate inspection. Hethen
took a samnple of the sand and the bar of iron to the metal-
brokers in the Koyal Exchaoge, London, aad desired them
to give him & report upon it. Some daye afterwards My
Carrington calledpto hear the 1esult, and one of the brokers
—-for there were two in the room—said, * this iron is as good
a8 Sykee' iron,’ and the other added, *it is better,” Me Uar-
rington asked them what waa the value of Sykes'iron, and was
told that if he wanted that information for the purposae of
forming s company ke had better getthemarket pricefromthe
apent for Sykes’ iron who had oftices at Charing Cross. Mr
Carrington followed the broker's edvice, and he learnt from
the sgent that the price in the market for Sykes' ircn
varied from £37 to £42 aton. At thie time Scotch pig iron
was £2 10s a ton. Mr Carrington then saw one of the

1] e was negotiating with on the metter and
Euving told hirn respecting the enquiries he had been making
respecting the value of the iron, the gentleman remarked to
Mt Carrington, * You muet have made s mistake, I never
heard of such a price for iren. You muet mean first-class
steel." Mr Carrington assured his friend that he had made
no mistake but to make deably certain he determined to see
Sykes’ mgent again.  He did so; when that gentleman ex-
pressed himself strongly on the matter, saying : * There are
only five thousand toos of ** Sykea' monopolised iron” al-
luwed to come into England per annum, snd it in used for
making all the tineat steel o1nements, surgeons’ instruments,
ete. Moat of the trade are ignorant of this matter. Sykee’
iron (not sfeel, aa I told you befors) varies in prlce from
£37 to £42 a ton,' Un Mr Carrington returuing to the
gentleman he was negotisting with he found with him
Mr John Bethel, brother of Lord Westbury, the Lord
Chancellor, aod Mr Bethel said that the statement

was T;ibe sorreet ; that Sykes’ iron—mot stesl —varied in
prioa from £37 to £42 aton.  Mr Carrington then entered
into & leagthy eorrespondence with the Coloninl Office, ¢n-
deavonriog to obiain & grant of the beach on the Teranaki
shore, which resulted in his being requested to eall at the
offive to receive the Secratary for the Colonies' {Lord Grey's)
decisions on the matter. Mr Carrington was then informed
that bis request eonld not be granted, but Lord Greg had
instracted the cbief clerk to say that his lordship wonld give
Mr Carrington & letter to the Governor of New Zealand,

whish on arrival there wonld ensore & v of the beach
beingﬁiven to bim,!provided it had not leased to any
one before  As it would have taken too long in those days

to have visited New Zealand and return houie again with
the desired information, the matter waa for the time aban-
doned ; but Mr Carrington exhibited the bar of iron and
some of the Taranaki ironsand at the Exhibition of 1851,
when be called the attention of the Mastor-General of the
Ordnance Department (Sir H, De 1a Beche) to it. Mr Car-
ringtun aleo had & mapengraved from his drawings showing
the topographiesl featnres of the country around Taranaki.
Afrer visiting California three different times frons London,
in comnection with mines, water-races, railwayn, ete, Mr
Carrington sgain returned to New Zealand, having been
absent nearly fourteen years, hia object being the atilisa-
tion of the ironeand and otber matters in connection with
the district ; and being backed by men of capital and stand-
ing, wha took great interest in the colony, hoped to start
the iron industry in Taranaki. The North Ieland wasin s
very unsettled aiate at the time owing to the nativea show-
ing an antagonistic attitude towards the Europeans, which
in 1860 ended in hostilities which lasted for ten years
In 1862 Mr Carrington was appointed Goveinment Engineer-
ing Burveyor lor Taranaki, and in that cspacity earried ot
in connection with the military authorities the con-
struction necessary in the district. On peace being re.
atored Mr Carrington tnrned his attention;to local matters,
and consenting to be nominated as Superintendent of the
provinge of Taranaki in 1869, he was returned by the elee-
tors and held that position till the provinces were alolished
in 1876. He waa also elected to a seat in the Homse of
Representatives and hald the position for several years, He
retired from politics in 1880 finding that the late hours and
the excitement of Parliamentary life were not conducive to
hie health, Seeing the necessity there was tor Harbour ac-
commedation at New Plymouth, Mr Carrington has for
years agitated in the bope of gatting protective works bnilt
that shipping might visit the port in safety, During tha
time he was in London in 1844.57, he waa always urging the
matter on those who had an interest in the district ; and
both as Superintendent and member of the House he was

ersistent in his advocacy for a barbour being built at
Taranaki. It wae chiefly throngh his exertions that a
fourth of the land revenue of the district was set aside for
Harbour purpeses and & Harbour Board ereated which raiced
the money to carry outithe work. On February 73h, 1881, Mr
F. A. Carrington laid the first stone of the pressnt structare
thus crowniog hia labours aa the foander of the Settlement
of Taranaki.

MR OCTAVIUS CARRINGTON.

When the Plymonth Company in 1840 sent ae ite Chief
Surveyor Mr F, A, Carrington to saperintend the formation
of the New Plymouth settlensent, they ¢hose his youn,
brother Mr Octavins Carrington as Chief-Assistant Sur-
veyor ; and prudently dispatched these two gentiemen by
different ships, so that if disaster sbonld overtake one of the
vessels and not the other the affairs of the Company might
not be necessarily brooght to a standatill. Mz Carrington
was & pupil of the celebrated George Hennet, M.IC.E.,,
London, then in very extensive practice, and whe, associated
with the eminent engineer Robert Stephenson, laid oot the
London and Birmingham railway line, and subseguently, as-
sociated with the equally eminent engineer Bruuel, laid out
the Great Western Railway line from London to Bristol
Mr Carrington was eniployed on both these works doring his
Fupilnge. After acquiring a thorough knuwledge of hie pro-
ession he received the appointment of Aeristant-Surveyor
on the Ordnance Survey, wbich position he held under
Major-General Colby, R. A., during the years 1835-37. Pre.
vicns to leaving home for New Zealand he was also engaged
in the survey of the Cheltenham and Great Western Union
Railway line (under Hennet and Bruunel), and the Salis-
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bury and Exeter Railway line {under Hennet and Stephen-

non}; snd was Assistant to the Eogioeer - in - Chiel of
the South Eastern Kailway. He was specially offered the
uffice of assistant to the Surveyor-(ieneral of Snuth Aua-

tralin, which he declined. Mr Carrinrton arrived st Wel-
lington in the Slaines Castle in January, 1841, and at New
Plgmouth in the Brougham on February 1lth, 1841. Hae
belonged to the staff of the New Zeslaod Company until



