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balanes at the present time of something like £50. Lt
year's finb twenty were the recipienta of very handsome
.caps, which wers presentad by lady aupporters of the Club,
Daring each season the members neat twioe & week in their
-own ball for sccial recreation and practice. Three fiftoens
.are played sach Baturday throughout the season, and two
others conld be kept going if necessary, The following are
the office bearers of tha Club at the present time:—Presi-
-dent, Mr Jamea Allen, B.A. ; Vice presidents, Messia L.
Dymock, M. Fagan, J. M. Jamieson, A. A. Mac-
Laughlin, E. J. Roberts, and R, ;. Stone ; Captain, James
Mc(ﬁm,: DaBJh¥mpMn. A. Downs; Hon. Secretary
.and Tressurer, D. Paterson ; Committee of Management,
Mesars W. J. MacLaughlin, W. Skitch, G. Weitzel, and (.
Briggs; Delegatea to U.K.F. ., Measrs W, J. MacLaoghlin,
Stone, and MeCleary. JMMessrs Pateison and W. J. Mac-
Laughlin have been the leading lights in managing and
financing the Club since its infancy, and deserve great
-eredit for the way the Club has been conducted,

The photo waa taken by the Exchange Court Stadio,
Princes-atreet, Dunedin.

THE HINDOO STRANGLERS.

HE subject of the * Thuge of India,” forms a
moral and political phenomenon, which ia,
perhaps, the moat extraordinary that has
ever existed in the world—a phenomenon
more stiiking than anything that romancers
have feigned touching the Old Man of the
Mountain or the Secret Tribunals of Ger-
many ; a ph of which at and

.appalling glimpres have been occasionally abtained, but of

which the natare and extent have never, and probably never
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will, be fully nuderstood. It appears, then, from the wost
- gverwhelming evidence, that there existed in Iudia & vast
fraternity of murderers, consisting of many thowsands of
pereons ; that this fraternity has exieted for many ages, and
through many political revolutions, that it hae spread its
rawnifications over the whole of that vast country, from Ca
Comorin to the Himalayas; that it has flourished alike
under Hindu, Mohammedan, and British rulers; that it has
dentroyed muoltitudes of vietime ; and yet that ite constitu-
tion—we may say ite very being—has been quite unknown
to the most netive and vigilany functionaries, aad very im-
perfectly understood, even b{ the native Goverumenta.

Tt wan, indeed, notorious that ganps of thieves sometimes
strangled travellers. [t was notorious that the members of
these ge were neuslly expert at the oparation of strang:
ling ; but that these gangs were merely small detached
portions of & vest organieed cummunity, the members of
which recognised each other as brethren in the remotest
parta of Indis ; that these murders were il committed ac-

- cording to certain apcient and solemno forms, and were re.
garded by those who commitied them, not as crimes, but as
solemu rites, which it would bave been sinful to omit,
remnived long nnsuspected.  These extraovrdinary people
are known by the name of Thuge, and their profession is
chlled Thugges. Theg sre divided into Barkes, or persoms
fully instructed in the art, and Kuboolas, or novices.
' They consider & Burks as c:ruble of forming a gang of
Thuogs out of the rude inaterial around him in any part of
Indis, and & Thug who has arrived at thie stage of pro-
ficiency in the art onght not to be therefore left nt Inrie,
A Kuboola, or novice, they think, could do nothing if left
to himeelf, aud he miight, therefors, be left at large without
muceh danger to society, if he had no leader to join.”

These are by no means oomioal distinctions, No Thug
la allowed to take his degres s a Buika, or to assume the
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office of strangler, until he has Leen on many expeditions,
and acquired the recknimu eoursge and inssasibility by slow
degrees. They are st employed ma sconts; then as sex-
tons ; then as ‘shomiesas or holders of land, and lastly, as
Bhartotes or stranglers. When & man feels that he has
sntficient conrage and inssosibility for the purpose, he
solicita the oldest and most renowned Thug of the gang to
make him his cheyla or disciple. The Thug agrees to be-
eoma hia gooroo, or spiritual preceptor, and when the gan,
falls in with & man of respectability, but mot mue
strength, itted for the purpose, he tells the gooroo that he
is prepared with hie permission, to try his hands upon him.
While the traveller is ssleep with the gang at their
quartera the gooroo takes hia disciple into m meighbouring
field, followed by three or four old members of the gang.
Un reaching the apot chogen tuey all face to the direction
the gang intends to move, and the gooroo says in (Ramasea)
* Oh, Kales, Kunkalee, Bhudkalee. 0Oh, Kalee, Mabakaleo,
Calcutta, Walea. 1f it seemeth to thee fit thab the traveller
now at oor lodging should die 'b{ the hand of thia thy
slave, vouchaafe us the Thibaco.” If they ret the auspice on
the right, within a certain time (half an hour), it signifiea
ber sanction ; but if they bave no sign or the philace (or
sign on the leit), some other Thog must put the traveller to
death, and the candidate for honours wait for another time.

The Thuga travel along the roads under various assumed
characters, in partiea varying from ten or twelve to several
hand They appear aa traders, as pilgrims, as sepoys

seeking or retorning from service, aod sometimes one of
their namber figures as & Rajah, with all the necessary equip-
ments of tents, carriages, ete., and the rest mct the pait of
his chsequioua followers. If the gang is numerous they are
divided into several parties, who lellow each other at some
distance, or, taking different routes, rendezvous at an ap-
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pointed place in advance, Their victima are almost always
travellers.

The most expert members of the gang are employed to
colleet information and insinuate themselves into the con-
fidence of travellers whom they find at the resting-places or
overtake on the road, They usually propose to them to
join the company for mutusl eafety, and if the traveller
suspects one party he soon falls in with another, who pre-
tends to enter intc hia feelings of distrmst. A person is
sent before to seleet o proper place for the murder and
scouts are emplogad to prevent intrusion. The travellera
are generally induced to sit down under the pretence of
resting themselves, and Lhe{ are Bbmngled. atonoce on a given
sigoal. The bodiss are then buried, after having been
maogled to expedite dissclution and to prevent their swelling
and causing cracks in the ground.

Two Thugs are employed in the murder of each individual,
one of whom holda bia lege or hands while the other applies
the noosa. I a traveller have a dog, it is mlso killed, leat
the faithful animal should cause the discovery of the body
of its mardered maater. Thuge designate their wurders in
8 peculiar manner by the number of persona killed. Thus
they epeak of the Sutrooh, or siaty-soul aifair. The Cha-
leearooh, or forty-soul affair, is also famous. Sometimes,
but very rarely, the Thuges are obliged to depart from their
rule of putting their vietims to death by strangling, This
waa the case io & remarkable nifair, in which they chtained
& booty of £20,000, In Bengal, which is much intersected
by rivern, the plan is modified to suit the circumstances of
the coontry. he practice there is to inveigle travellers on
board pretended passage boats, which are niaoned entirely
hy Thugs, and then to strangle them and throw their badiea
into the river. Several of these bonta fullow ench other at
short intervals, so that if the traveller escapes one snare he
may fall inte nnother,

L

The Thugs are forbidden by their rules to kill a woman
of any description, and either men or women of the follow-
ing clusnes : F‘lki.l‘. bards, ninsicians by profession, dancing
men and women, warlierwomen, aweepers, oil vendors,
blackemiths and carpenters, when found together, mainmed
or leprous persoas, men with cows, and Ganges water carriers
while they have the Ganges water actuatly with thein; but
it their pota are empty they sre not svempted. Thoss ex-
ceptions are not, however, msde out of compassion, but
from a feeling which is one of the strange tenets of this
strange syatem of religion.

The Thugs dataall their minfortunes from their murder of
& native laiy, whom they call Kalea Heebee, or binck lady,
who was proceeding to Hyderabad with a sheet of cloth of
gold, for the tomb of & brother of Saulabut Khan, Since
then the northern Thugs have murdered women as well as
mien ; but those south of Nerbudda adhered to the primitive
usage in this respeet. The extenc to which the natnral
feelings of humanity had been extinguished in these mis-
creanta in perfectly astonishing. A perty of them accom-

nied Newal Singh, & Jemadar in the Nizam’s servies, and

ia family more than 200 miles—were on nioat intimate terms
with them for about twenty days-——and received sssential
favours from them.

Once Newal Singh, not knowing them to ba Thugs, pro-
cured their release when they were imprisoned on a sharge
of setting a house oa fire in which they had lndﬁﬂd ; and on
another oceasion his two daughters of 11 and 13 years of

e saved them from detection by sitting upon some
plundered silk whilst they were searched by tEe police. He
aod all his family were put to death. A aystem so dia-
beolieal, which embrased the whole of India, conld not Le
suppressed by a few inroads wpon it. The gradual disper-
sion of the gangs, which was vigorously entered upon by
the Government, had the usnal effect of & persacution, whicl,
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does not g]r‘l to the lenyth of entire eradication. The
scattered Thugs formed numercus separate gangs, and
although the number of raw recruits wlom they enlisted
contributed in the end to their downfall, yet ity immediate
effect was greatly to increase the number of victima,

LOVE IN ABSENGE.

THE lamp is lit, the fire glowa red,
The storm roars over the roof ;

I am wenry of weaving the drowsihead
OFf thought into warp and woof,

The music lies in the yellow light,
I finger the ivory key~

Bat the charm—the charm is fed to-night
Of melody wont to plense,

T turn the pages of sweet Scot's song,
But it is not sung by me -

These nirs to a gentier voice belong ;
Each page has a memory.

NBooks holid me not ; at Iast I tise,
For the lines but file from view ;

T am haunted —by aplendour of shining eyes,
Aud my heart, aweetheart | is with yon.

Geowig EYRE-Tunm,

The New High Arm Davin Vertical Feed proved the
World's Champion at the Parls Kxhibitlon, 1689.—ADvT.



