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IN our issue of the 18th of April last appeared, under the
title af * A Political Devoles,’ an account of the trial or the
last most prominent womanin the ranks of Russian Nihilism.
Her name was Sophia Gitnsberg,  Farly in laet November
she was condemned to be hanged. ‘Fhere was an agitation
got up in New York on her behalf, and the Crar, wishing
not to offend American susceptibilities, commuted ber sen-
tence to solitary imprisonment for life. A receut cable-
gram states that she has commiitted suicide, presumably at
Schliiselberg, Lake Ladoga, near the Russian capital,
where she was confined. In the matter of this report
the world is, of course, at the mercy of the Rus-
asian  Uovernment. It is  clearly to its interest
that & woman round whom endless conepiracies might
group themselves in the event of Nussia going to war
should be dead or supposed dead. The prizoners in the
clutehes of 8 mighty despotism sink frem eight, aund their
fellow beings hearing that they are dead, know not whether
it is true or whether it is wot by foul or furtive methods
that the welcome disembarrassnient has been procured.

The wonder is that the Russian Government should allow
any knowledge of the fate of Sophia Giinaberg to leak ont,
unless it were for the purpueseof crushing the hupes of those
who may have been beat upon liberating her. * The blood
of the martyrs is the seed of the chureh,' and of politieal
conspiracy, which in the case of the Nihiliste represents the
vevolt of a small educated class against the abuses of a
tyranuical and obsolete Government, the same may be said.
The spectacle of comuplete self-sacrifice even in a conspira-
iress like Sophia Giinsberg, excites sympathy in the minds
of all who breathe the air of popular freedom, and her tyran.
nicidal aims are condoned by the plea ofextreme provacation.
in el who consider the gnestion of Kussian despotism
seriously, the example of these desperate KRussian
woisen, with their nerve of steel and their unflinching
determination to shake off the incubus of mie-gov-
ernment at all costs, is most baneful for the Czar and
his advisers, No conscious are the latter of it thot they
extend no mercy whatever to a feinale Nihilist. The in-
tluence of women like Sophia Ferolfskaya and Sophia
Ciiinsberg ia puch as capoot be counterbalanced by the poa-
seasion of countless legions,

Nothing is gaived in this world withoat agitation, even
in & free comntry, The secret of reform everywhere is
ceaseless publication and protest, the advertisement of the
new principles and the public condemnation of the old ones.
Now this is exactly what the RRussian Government will not
allow, and hence the Nihilists are driven to assassination aa
s means of keeping their cause hefore their fellows. It isa
lurid sort of advertising—not brutal, malicious bomicide,
Why & Czar who collects and lets loose & willion of his
roldiers to cut the throata of his neighbonrs in the effort ta
10b Turkey of Constantinople should not be held as calpable
84 those who eay to him, *Grant us reform or die by secret
nesnseination,’ is oot very iotelligible. le is ready to slay
conntless thousands in the pursuit of his state-eraft, while
they only desive to slay himi in the parauit of theira, It is
a lifference of might and & differonce of opinion, that is
all.

The Nihilists who dleclare war ngainst the Cear's person,
warch to a more certain fate than do soldiers on their way
to battle. Nililista who tan be tracked da oot hoepe for
mercy if the Jussinn Government can lay ite hands upon
thens. Tao be auepected of doiog acts and using worda which
in other lands are virtuons and patiiotic in encugh to eatail
& lonus of liberty or of life in the enthusinsts who are strug-

gling to make themselves heard through the triple oppres-
sion of Russian rule. So very little corstitntes conspiracy
there, that & rash yonth or girl, incensed by the Govern-
ment’s treatment of their beloved ones, slidea into & position
where some punishment becomes cortain and the stronger
natoves, incensed, push on to battle rather than retire,

W o I

SophiaGiinsbergthe Jewess, waa oi thelatter. Accustomed
{rom earliest youth to see the people of her racs persecnted,
and finding sympathetic allies in the discontented section of
the educated Hossiana, she threw herseif heart and aoul
into the torrent of agitation. There are only two courses
open to liberal-minded persons in Russia, either to surrep-
titiously infect the mamsses with their ideas, or to try and
blow up the Czar. Discovery in doing either is fatal. The
Government keeps a atriet watch over the school-teachers
80 a8 to prevent their ereating freedon of thought among
the children, and alse a strict censorship over the prees.
Hence, energetic spirits ¢an only give expresmion to their
feelings by publicly protesting. This protest is to the Czar,
and through him to the whole world. It runs shortly
thus : *(ive some form of constitutionnl government and
freedom to speak of abuses, or else be blown op.’

With very partial assistance Sophia Giinsberg is stated
to have organized a formidable plot, which for two years
past has caused great apprebension to the Czar and hie
counsellors, Ae she well knew, she went forward to a more
certain fate than bthe soldier who advances towarda the
desdly imminent breach, There is a nobility about such
hopeless self-sacrifice. There are infinite chances against
suceeeding, discovery means the loss of everything, and the
success is not personal but for the canse.

For this Sophia Giinsberg toiled and now she has won the
crown of martyrdem in the battle between oncient despotism
and modern free-thought, She was young, she was
supremely beautiful, and she had a nerve of steel which
fascinated men iote following her t¢ destrnetion. It is
women such as she who keep Nihilism alive, for they can
drag on hesitating men to certasin death with their eyes
wide open. Heuce the Russian Government would not
extend to ber any mercy. For ten months she en-
dured, looking Nelplessly through the barrow windows
of her prison, the progpect of a life-long confinement alone,
The sensation of reslizing that one is alone for
ever and the coming prey of inevitable insanity, must
be ro awful as to apeedily resign the mind to the idea of
sujeide.  In such o case pelf-destruction is merely an indi-
cation of the sane desire to avoid wadness, and not mad-
ness iteelf. We are now told that Sopbia (siiusberg has
committed suicide. But there is a darker aspect to the
case. It im possible that the Rossian Government may
have dreaded her escaping and destroyed her. Such deeds
have often been done before. Certain it is, however, that
het blood will ery aload from the cell, for deliberate self-
recunciation such as hers haa never lacked imitators in the
chequered history of maokind.

There ia g certain sort of individual evergwhere who is the
object of much mispiaced sympathy on the part of the
gentler sex. It is the ‘ rogue-bachelor.” The rogue-bachelor
is a male who cught from hizs years to know bLetter
than remain unnmarried after he has reached the mature
age of thirty or thereabouts. If he is under sixty and
well preserved, the rogue-bachelor is more of a
rogue-*lion’ than & rogue elephant, in the sense that he in
less dangerous to others than others are to him., There is
alwaye n lurking feeling in the ninds of the ladies that the
rogue-bachelor who has anything to recommend Lin wust
be existing niisersbly becauwe of some lamentable miscar-
rage io the great love affair of hia early life.

Reeing that no satisfactory existence is couceivable with-
out love, it in but natural to conclude that the rogue-
bachelor pursuen his aolitary lot cheered only by the hope
of re-union hereafter to her of whom he was in youth
beraft, owing to the cruelty of circumetapces beyoud hia
own control. The thought that the combined charma of
coustless woiuen are capable of being resisted i not to be
entertained, and the survival of & rogue-baclielor is there-
fore attributed either to the fact that his own troe love died,
or thet her father wouldn't let him have her, or that ahe
wouldn't have Lim, or that he conldn't screw up his courage

to the popping-point for fear of u refural. Jost as & light-
house is & standing atumbling-block and rock of offence to
the mighty ocean which beats and lashes itaelt around the
base, po is the eurviving bachelor s eort of living protest .
againat the charms of the sex, and una whose bad example,
soeing he cannot be killed or canglit, must be neatralized
by some plansible explanation,

There are also other affecting fictions in conneetion with
the rogue-tachelor, and which adhere to him with wonder-
fal pertinacity, It is that he i ever at war with hie land-
lady, and that he sews on his shirt-buttons himself after the
return of each week’s washing. Why the rogue-bachelor
shouid necessarily quarrel with hia landlady does not appear,
unless the wish is father to the thought. The trath is,
landladies who succeed in making the rogue-bachelor eom-
fortable without any other ulterior motive of completing
his happinees by taking hiti unto themseclves, are regarded
as traitoers to the cause. Every aelf respecting woman ia
supposed to form part of the universal combination, and ta
allow the unreclainied rogne bachelor to exist peacefully in
his den ia regarded as in some sort trensom unto the rest.
¢ Misguided woman, wonld you sctually nake the wreteh
comfortable '

. Alas! yes, he is made too comfortable. When he dropa
in npon a married friend and holds the crying baby, while
his friend mends a fracture in his braces to the whirring
sound of & sewing machine in the next room, which hia
friend’s wife in wielding in the construction of a new dresa
for herself, he thinkas that the married lot resembles his own
in being mixed. Unlike death, it is net abrolutely ineri-
table, bat it resembles death in that it eomeeals much
that is unknown, and therefore formidable, Still as there
are some women with whom a man will cheerfully tempt
death, 80 there are some women with whom even the rogue-
bachelor will cheerfully tempt matrimony, If he ultimately
escapes it is owing to prematare decease or inevitable age.
Given time enongh and opportunity, enongh he goes
the way of most men-folk,

CHORAL IDYLL,

¢ NEW ZEALANDIA'

Men, I know a being fair, -
CHORUS—\Who is she? Who is she ?
Bhe's the pet of san and air.
CHOEUS—Can it be ! Can it be !
None who've sung of Apbrodité rising glorious from the

main
Tell how stately New Zealandia from the womib of ocean
came,
CHORUS—New Zealandia ! That’s her name !

Apes passed, and no man songht her,
CHokus—Net & lover, not one Jover *
Yes, two conetantly did court her,
.. CHoRUs—New Zealandia-like al! over.
Daily drew the sun his tribate of hot kisses and went
Toaming,
‘While the monster sea kept erawling round her feet with
love-slck mosning,
CHorUs—New Zealandia ! Womau-owning.

Now she boaste of lovera more,
CHORUS—We are some of those blest fellows.
But she should have countless score.
CHOBUs—H0 she ought, for we're not jealous.
Come then, brothers, chant in eadence sweet and sounding

as wo,
Of thﬁ bealth and wealth and beauty New Zealsndia has to
show.
CHORUS—Keady, brothers, on we go.

North\éﬂrds far to Moogonui,
HORUS— Ulow the orange, peach, and lime.
Aucklsnd, o’er thy meadows dgwy ’
CHORUS—Citrous gleam in winter time,
On the fields of Canterburia wheaten-seas wave in the sun,
Over wild Qtapgan pastures sheep and kine in thousands run.
CHORUS—New Zealandis, blesséd one.

On the West her frosted mountaios,
CHORUs—Smite the sky and foil the main,
Flowing from them tiny fountains
CHORUS—Swell to rivers in the plain.
Land of bold and placid beauty, land of all the temperate
zone -
\Vit:l its various fruits and breezes, set by Nature thus
One |
Cuorus—For us happy folk to own.

Sing then, brothers, sing in cadence.

Crorus—5Shont we rather—tie her due.
There would run a world-wide fame hence,

Ciorrs—If all but her merits knew. .
Hugped pleasures of Helvotia, charms of Andalusian land,
‘Wait oo those who seek the favours poured from New Zea-

landia’s hand.

Cliokvs—New Zealandia fair and grand.
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